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AGUA CALIENTE BAND OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

TRIBAL PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

December 16, 2005

Ms. Billie Blanchard/John Kalish

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION &
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

c/o of Aspen Environmental Group

235 Montgomery Street, Suite 935

San Francisco, California 94104-3002

Re: NOP for Joint EIR/EIS for the Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line
Project (DVP2) proposed by Southern California Edison

Dear Ms. Blanchard and Mr. Kalish:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above-referenced
document. Please note that the proposed alignment crosses the exterior boundaries of
the Reservation.

In 1979, the Tribe adopted an ordinance that regulates the development of public utility
projects within the Reservation. A review of the ordinance indicates that the project
proponent would be required to secure approval of a conditional use permit (CUP) from
the Tribe prior to construction of the project through the Reservation. As part of the CUP
application, the project proponent is required to provide a written explanation of the
direct benefit to be realized or gained by the Tribe or its members through allowing the
project to use or cross lands within the exterior boundaries of the Reservation.

We request that a mitigation measure be added to the project requiring approval of a
Tribal conditional use permit prior to construction of the project.

i

ﬂ\‘ as J. Davis, AICP
ief Planning Officer
AGUA CALIENTE BAND
OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

C: Tribal Council
Gary Stopp, Chief of Staff
Kim Snyder, Superintendent — BIA Palm Springs Agency

650 EAST TAHQUITZ CANYON WAY, PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262
T 760/325/3400 F 760/325/6952 AGUACALIENTE.ORG



IMPERIAL COUNTY

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

PLANNING / BUILDING INSPECTION / ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / PLANNING COMMISSION / ALLU.C.

JURG HEUBERGER, AICP,CEP,CBO
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTCR

CERTIFIED MAIL NO. _#7002 0510 0002 8241 8288

December 28, 2005

Billie Blanchard/John Kalish
CPUC and BLM Offices

c/o Aspen Environmental Group
235 Montgomery Street, Ste. 935
San Francisco, CA 94104-3002

SUBJECT: Response to “Notice of Preparation” for Devers-Palo
Verde No. 2, 500-KV Transmission Line Project

Dear Sirs:

The Planning and Development Services Department on November 29, 2005,
received a copy of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), “Notice of Preparation (NOP)/Notice of
Public Scoping Meetings” for the joint Draft Environmental impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (DEIR/EIS) that is being prepared for
the 500-kV Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line Project for Southern
California Edison by the Aspen Environmental Group.

The CPUC'’s cover letter for the above project states on page 9, “... All comments
for the CPUC's CEQA scoping period must be received by November 28
2005...”

Since the County was provided the above "NOP” after the above comment
deadline, a question arises as to why the County of Imperial was not provided
the document in a timely manner for responding to CPUC and the BLM by the
above deadline?

There were three “Scoping Meetings” identified on page 8, which were held in
Blythe, Beaumont, and Palm Desert, on the above project. These meetings
occurred on November 1, 2005, November 2™ and November 3" at the above
locations respectively. Since the SCE project includes a “Subalternate Route 3"
that traverses through the Imperial County’'s Palo Verde area, was there
sufficient notice or time provided for residents in the Palo Verde area to provide
their oral or written comments on this alternate route?

MAIN OFFICE: 801 MAIN 5T., EL CENTRO, CA 92243 (760) 482-4236  FAX: (760) 353-8338 E-MAIL:  plansieg@@impenalcaunty et
ECON. DEV. OFFICE: 836 MAIN ST, EL CENTRO, CA 92243 (760) 482-4900  FAX: (760} 337-8907 (AN EQUAL OPFORTUNITY EMPLOYER)
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It is imperative that the respective jurisdictions that may be affected be provided
a reasonable and adequate time to respond to the environmental impacts of the
SCE 500-kV Transmission Line being constructed through Imperial County, even
if it is only a “Subalternate Route”. Proper notification to the community of Palo
Verde needs to also be done, again providing time for public review and
participation.

The cover letter identifies where the “Repository Site” for the DEIR/EIS will be
located on page 10, e.g. various public libraries within the incorporated areas
and BLM offices. A copy of the DEIR/EIS should also be submitted for public
review to the Palo Verde Improvement Association in Palo Verde.

The proposed “Subalternate Route 3" is identified on the “Colorado River to
Devers Substation” as being within Imperial County. Has the CPUC/BLM's
consultant contacted the Palo Verde Irrigation District and the Palo Verde
County Water District for potential future impacts to their facilities in the event
that this “Subalternate” route is chosen? Please clarify in the DEIR/EIS who was
consulted when this alternate route was selected in imperial County and what
“mitigations” were proposed for impacts on the above entities.

If this “Subalternate Route 3" is selected as the “preferred route”, this would
necessarily entail a change in the “Palo Verde Community Area Plan” for the
routing of the SCE 500-kV Transmission Line through this area.

Within “Attachment 1, Summary of Potential Issues or Impacts: Devers Palo-
Verde No. 2 Transmission Line Project’, there is no mention of the Imperial
County General Plan, the Palo Verde Community Area Plan, and impacts on
local County/Palo Verde agencies as well as the residents of the Palo Verde
area. There is only the statement made on page 15, that there are “... Possible
confiicts with applicable land use plans, policies, or regulations...” In order to
avoid potential impacts to impacted County/local agencies and residents, and to
identify appropriate "mitigation measures” under CEQA, the County must have a
reasonable opportunity to obtain information, review its plans and then
subsequently amend those affected portions for Palo Verde prior to approval of
this transmission line by the CPUC and the BLM offices. Any required General
Plan Amendment for Palo Verde would require or more public meetings to be
held within the Palo Verde area for community participation and input.
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We trust that the CPUC and/or BLM will not only inform the residents of Palo
Verde area but also contact those affected local and County agencies for
possible impacts and identify all proposed “mitigation measures” under CEQA
for review by the County and the Palo Verde agencies and residents.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the CPUC/BLM's “Notice of Preparation”
and the County may have further comments upon receipt of the Draft EIR/EIS for
Southern California Edison’s proposed 500-kV Transmission Line Project.

If you have any questions on the above, please contact me at (760) 482-4236,
extension 4310,

Sincerely,

JURG HEU ER, A
Planni ev. Servites Department Director

cc: Robertta Burns, County Executive Officer
Ralph Cordova, County Counsel
Joanne L. Yeager, Asst. County Counsel
Stephen Birdsall, Ag. Commissicner/APCO
Frank Florenza, Acting Director, Public Works Dept.
Mark Johnston, Director, EHS/Health Department
Fred Nippins, Fire Chief, Fire/OES Department
Darrell Gardner, Asst. Planning & Dev, Services Director

Palo Verde Improvement Assoctation
CPUC Correspondence Fite
10105

JHIDG/RC/IM/calS: JurgGenCorr CPUCBLMS00KkVDPV2ProjectResponseletter
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[ INTRODUCTION
A, Preface

The 1873 Ultimate LLand Use Plan designated Palo Verde as an "urban" area with
areas to the west as "Rural Residential", totalling approximately 12,800 acres. The
Land Use Element of the Imperial County General Plan designates the community
of Palo Verde as a "Community Area" totalling approximately 640 acres.
Community Areas are characterized by the County General Plan as primarily
second home, retirement, or recreation communities and offer limited commercial
or employment opportunities. Urban services, including sewer and water, are
limited. The Palo Verde Community Area lies along both sides of Ben Hulse
Highway (State Highway 78) in the most northeastern corner of Imperial County,
and is comprised of Section 2, Township 9 South, Bange 21 East, San Bernardino
Base and Meridian (S B B & M).

This Plan describes existing land uses within the Palo Verde Community Area and
the facilities and services which provide the public infrastructure to support their
uses. Also stated are Goals and Objectives for future growth, expansion of public
facilities, and environmental resource protection; and policies and programs to
guide such future growth.

Future growth in Palo Verde is expected to consist primarily of infill on existing
lots, rather than expansion by new subdivision development, except at very low
densities. The Palo Verde Community Area Plan has been prepared to reflect the
town’'s role as a commercial center serving travelers on Highway 78, the
surrounding agricultural and rural areas, Colorado River trailer and RV parks, and
a small local population. Although it has a community water system, Palo Verde's
potential for growth of new employment opportunities is limited due to its remote
location and the lack of a community sewerage system.

B. Purpose

The purpose of this document, known as the "Palo Verde Community Area Plan”
supersedes and replaces the "Palo Verde Current Land Use Plan" adopted on
November 27, 1984 by the Imperiai County Board of Supervisors. It is
incorporated into the Land Use Element of the County of imperial General Plan
and is intended to guide the decision makers, staff and the public to address the
distribution, general location and extent of uses of land for housing, business,
industry, open space, agriculture, and public facilities for the area described
above and iilustrated on Figure 1. It shail have the full force and effect of the
County General Plan, as authorized and required by Section 85300 et seq. of the
California Government Code.

Planning/Building Department Palo Verde Community Area Plan Page 1



Il BACKGROUND
A, Location and Setting

The Palo Verde Community Area is located in the most northeastern corner of
Imperial County, with the Riverside County to the north, and is comprised of
Section 2, Township 9 South, Range 21 East, S B B & M. The main road in the
planning unit is State Highway 78 (Ben Hulse Highway) which runs north-south
through the planning area and the Townsite of Palg Verde.

The community’s role is primarily as a commercial center serving travelers on
State Highway 78, the surrounding agricultural and rural areas, Colorado River,
maobilehome and RV parks, and a small local population. Although, it has a water
filtration plant which is operated by the Paio Verde County Water District, Palo
Verde's potential for growth of new employment opportunities is limited due to its
remote location and lack of a community sewage system. Community facilities
include a fire station, post office, community hall, church, sheriff's substation,
water district, a Southern California Edison (SCE) substation, and telephone
substation.

B. Population

Local census data encompasses a much larger area than Palo Verde, so precise
popuiation information for the town is not available. However, the community
water system serves presently has 157 residential connections and typicai
household size in the townsite has been estimated at 2.0 persons per residence
yielding a population of 314.

County Building records have shown that most building permits in the area are
given for room additions, rather than new construction. Minimal residential or
commercial growth has occurred since adoption of the Palo Verde Current Land
Use Plan in 1984.

C. Local Economy

Land use within the townsite is primarily residential east of town along the Lagoon
with commercial uses along Highway 78 consisting of gas stations, markets,
restaurants, taverns, and a bait and tackle shop. Community/private facilities
include, but are not limited to, a Post Office, the Palo Verde Volunteer Fire
Department, church, the Palo Verde Improvement Club, Palo Verde Rod and Gun
Club, and Sheriff's substation.

The economy of Palo Verde is primarily based on agriculture with recreational
opportunities and commercial services to Highway 78 travelers also contributing
significantly to the local economy. The Palo Verde Valley is a large agricultural
area, most of which is within Riverside County.

In addition to agriculture, recreation, and tourism, mining provides the only other
significant economic opportunity for the area at present. Desert washes in the
area, particularly west of town, provide the potential for minable sand and gravel.

Planning/Building Department Palo Verde Community Area Plan Page 2



D. Water, Sewer, and Power Facilities

A public water system became operational in October 1983 and is maintained by
the Palo Verde County Water District office located on the south side of Desert
View Street. In March 1993, the District had a total of 157 residential and 8
commercial water customers. Agricuitural water is supplied by Palo Verde
Irrigation District.

The water system is designed to provide water for a population of approximately
440 persons. The average household size in the planning unit is two persons. [f
the assumption is made that the six commercial connections are equivalent to six
two-person households, then the plant would currently be operating at
aﬁproximately 75 percent of capacity, with 57 additional connections availabie.
The design of the plant provides for expansion to serve a population of 800
persons if the storage and boaoster pump capacities of the system are enlarged.
This would provide service capacity for approximately 180 additional connections
after the 57 presently available connections have been allocated.

No public sewer is presently available in the Palo Verde Community Area. A
sewage treatment plant was also considered at the time that the water plant was
proposed, but was not approved by eligible voters in the County Service Area.
Electrical service is provided by Southern California Edison. No natural gas
pipelines serve the area (other than propane).

E. Public Facilities

Public services and facilities located in the Palo Verde Community Area include a
fire station, a County sheriff substation, post office, community hall, church, SCE
substation, county water district office, and telephone (CONTEL) substation.
Solid wastes are disposed of at the County-maintained landfill located south of
Palo Verde on BLM land (40 acres). Residents are encouraged to utilize this
landfill and recycle materials and not dump wastes on drain banks or in the
desert. The existing rate of disposal has been estimated at 1/2 ton per day
(Public Works).

F. School Facilities

Palo Verde is located in the San Pasqual Valley Unified School District. However,
no educational facilities are presently located in Palo Verde. The nearest San
Pasqual School District facilities are located 60 miles south of the community in
Winterhaven. An interdistrict agreement exists between the San Pasqual District
and Palo Verde Unified School District in Riverside County which permits local
children to attend the schools in the Blythe area about 17 miles to the north. As of
December 1992, 48 students from the San Pasqual District were enrolled at Palo
Verde Unified in grades K-12. Palo Verde Community College is also located in
Blythe and serves Imperial County residents from the area.

G. Circulation
The only major road in the planning area is State Highway 78. It is not expected

that any additional major roads or streets will be required in the future. Collector
streets will be reviewed when development is proposed on a case-by-case basis.

Pianning/Building Department Palo Verde Community Area Plan Page 3



H. Existing Land Uses

The largest use of land within the Palo Verde Community Area is agricultural.
Most of the residential development in the planning arez is concentrated in the
Palo Verde townsite. There are two mobile home parks on either side of the Palo
Verde Lagoon both of which are located just south of Fourth Street. Most of the
existing commercial uses are located along the west side of Highway 78 between
the County line and Fourth Street. Government/Special Public uses are scattered
throughout the townsite of Palo Verde with the Improvement Association's
Community Hall, County Water District office, and the First Southern Baptist
Church of Palo Verde located on the south side of Desert View Street just off
Clark Way, the Rod and Gun Club located on the east side of Sunset Way about
halfway between Fourth Street and the Riverside County ling, the fire station on
the southeast corner of Third Street and Highway 78, the post office located in
Oscar’s Market between First and Second Streets on the west side of Highway
78, and the Sheriff’s substation located on the northeast corner of Desert View
Street and Highway 78.

The existing land use map Figure 2 shows a scattering of vacant parcels
throughout the commercial area with the entire block cn the west side of Highway
78 between Clark Way and Fourth Street being vacant. There are other vacant
parcels on the east side of Sunset Way in the vicinity of the Rod and Gun Club,
and south of the mobile home park on the west side of Sunset Way. On
September 25, 1990, the County Board of Supervisors approved the creation of
22 parcels, south of Clark Way (portion of Section 2, T18S, R21E, S B B & M) for
commercial and residential development in 4 phases. Those lots having access
to Highway 78 are proposed for commercial with the remaining designated "low
density residential".

1. Existing Zoning

implementation of zoning did not occur after the 1984 Plan was adopted. There
are four different zoning classifications within the Palo Verde Community Area:
The one-family dwelling mobile home zone (R-1-T); the general commercial zone
(C-2); the recreation zone (F); and the light agricultural zone (A-1). See Figure 3.
The existing R-1-T Zone will become an "R-1" Zone in the future when the Zoning
Ordinance is updated.

Planning/Building Department Palo Verde Community Area Plag Page 4



1. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND TRENDS

A, Preface

On the basis of an analysis of the existing land uses within the Paio Verde
Community Area Plan, it is possiole to more clearly define issues associated with
existing and planned land uses which should be addressed within this plan.
Factors which may act to either encourage or limit growth are described below.
New issues may occur which should be addressed through an amendment of this
Community Area Plan.

The following analysis is based on an evaluation of land use objectives contained
in the adopted (1984) "Palo Verde Current Land Use Plan", the Land Use
Element, and discussions with local residents.

B. Land Use Issues

1. The predominate land use within and surrounding the Palo Verde
Community Area is agriculture. Economic benefits such as agricultural
employment, and related industries such as packing houses and sales of
agricultural supplies, benefits Palo Verde and Riverside County
communities.

2, Large acreage are in the "F" Recreation Zone primarily along the Colorado
River, the Palo Verde Lagoon and the Palo Verde Irrigation District’s Outfall
Drain. Much of this "F" zoned property within the townsite has been
subdivided into small R-1 sized parcels. Much of the non-subdivided "F"
zoned property is adjacent to agricultural operations. The potential
problem posed by this situation is that residential land uses could be
placed on lands adjacent to agricultural operations, thereby, creating a
possible conflict between agricultural activities and residential amenities.
The County’s "Right to Farm” Ordinance would apply in the event of a
conflict.

3. There are approximately 88 acres of land that were zoned R-1-T when the
original zoning was placed on the area in 1966. Only about 16 acres of this
area have been subdivided into residential parcels. The remaining 72
acres are either vacant or are being used for agriculture.

4, Approximately 26 acres of land have been zoned C-2, Commercial, since
zoning was originally applied in 1966. Only about 3-3/4 acres of that land
are in actual commercial use.

5. Opportunities for economic growth may be limited within Palo Verde and
the nearby areas of Imperial County. Industrial and commercial
development in Palo Verde Vailey will be more likely to locate in the nearby
Biytheb area where community infrastructure and employee housing is
available.

6. Recreation and tourism present the most likely economic growth potential,
particularly associated with these uses along the Colorado River.

7. Not all existing zoning is in conformance with the proposed plan. Most of
the developed Palo Verde townsite is zoned C-2, General Commercial, or

Planning/Building Department Pale Verde Community Area Plan

Page s



F, Recreation, and the undeveloped portion is zoned R-1-T. Tne County
General Plan does not make any provisions for residential uses in the C-2
General Commercial Zone. Also, not conforming is the C-2 permitted uses
which allow a wider range of commercial uses than are viable within the
Community Area. The majority of the developed F Recreational Zoned lots
are currently being used for residential uses and are sub-standard in size.
The R-1-T One-Family Dwelling Mobile Home Zone permit a minimum lot
size of 6,000 square feet; whereas this Community Area Plan now requires
a minimum lot size of 20,000 square feet for new residential development
due to the restriction of no septic tank facilities within 200 feet of a water
body or in areas where the water table is less than can be approved.

The County Zoning Ordinance permits existing non-conforming land uses and lot
sizes to remain; however, new development is required to conform to this Plan
and the revised Zoning Ordinance.

C. Population Growth

The Palo Verde Community Area has experienced very little growth over the past
decade. Studies done in 1981 in connection with the planned water system
appear to have been optimistic in regard to projected population growth; and
future population expansion is also expected to be modest. Recent building
records indicate that there is an average of one new dwelling unit or less built per
year in the area.

The approximately 72 acres of undeveloped R-1-T zoned property could allow for
nearly 500 new dwelling units. Another 28 homes could be built on existing
subdivided "F" zoned parceis. This would allow a total of more than 528 additional
dwelling units, which is more than can be accommodated by the existing water
piant.

About 185 of these additional units could be within the existing boundaries of the
Palo Verde County Water District. This figure was computed by assuming no
future division of existing C-2, F, and A-1 zoned properties. C-2 zoned properties
are not normally subdivided for residential purposes. Future commercial uses on
these properties cannot be predicted. Their demand on the District's water would
depend on the type of development that is proposed. [t is assumed that the F
and A-1 properties will not be subdivided for permanent residences, since
adequate R-1-T properties exist for that purpose. The number of residential fots
that could be created on the latter properties was estimated to be at a density of
six units to the acre, which is the maximum allowed in the R-1-T zone.

As of March 1993, there were 183 connections to the water system; and
approximately 57 additional connections were availabie. [If there were 1865
proposed new dwelling units within the District, the storage and booster pump
capacities of the system may need to be expanded, as discussed above, to be
paid for by the developers or possible through a grant/government fund.

While the plan proposes that the existing zoning within the townsite area involving
the C-2 and R-1-T not be modiified, it is anticipated that the total development of
these parcels will not be realized for many years.
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D. Agriculture

Another significant feature of the economy in the Palo Verde area is agricuitural
activities. The Imperial County General Plan repeatedly siresses the importance
of protecting and preserving agricuitural land uses within Imgerial County. Since
retention of the R-1-T zoning as it exists would permit the popuiation of the Palo
Verde area to more than triple, this plan recommends that the A-1 zoned property
surrounding the townsite not be subdivided until the R-1-T zoned properties have
been developed. All of the A-1 zoned property is presently in agricultural use. If
public water and sewer were provided and these properties were subdivided into
half acre sized parcels, 778 additional homesites could be created on 432 acres.
This number would be nearly five times the total number of residences now being
served by the Palo Verde County Water District. It would be preferable, from baoth
planning and economic perspectives, to develop the R-1-T properties, which are
closer to existing population and water mains, before proceeding to
subdivide/develop the A-1 properties.

E. Recreation

Attracting recreational development and retirement/second home housing for
people drawn to the Colorado River, the desert, and the Palo Verde Mountains,
appears to hold some promise for local economic growth and represent unique
features of Palo Verde Valley which could attract new recreational uses and
enhance local economic growth.

F. Housing

The County Housing Element has two primary purposes: (1) provide an
assessment of County housing needs, both current and future, and of any
constraints in meeting these needs; and, (2) provide a strategy which establishes
housing goals and objectives with programs to accomplish them. The Element
outlines housing needs, characteristics, special needs, and present goals,
policies and implementation measures. The Element at this time does not specify
an allocation of "assisted" housing that should be built in Palo Verde and this Plan
is intended to conform to the goals of the Housing Element.

This Plan provides ample location for new housing sites zoned to permit low
density housing in compatible surroundings. Historically, due to the second
home and recreational character of the area, new housing is not expected to
contribute significantly to meeting the low income housing goals of the General
Plan’s Housing Element.

Q. Sewer and Water Facilities

"In the early 1960’s, the average depth to groundwater around Palo Verde was
about 3 1/2 feet. Now, due to PVID's maintenance work, Qutfall Drain maintains
a much deeper depth. This allowed septic tank systems to be installed." {(Chief
Engineer, PVID).

The Palo Verde County Water District has a public water system which is
adequate to serve existing residences and businesses, and has capacity for some
growth. Creation of new residential parcels beyond the 57 presently unallocated
connections will likely entail the expansion of District facilities. Methods need to
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be devised for developing public or private sewage treatment systems before
significant additional development occurs in or around the Palo Verde townsite.

H. School Facilities

The census data shows that the population is primarily older people, and it is not
expected that there will be enough school age children in the near future (five
years) to warrant development of schoaol facilities within the planning area. If this
should become necessary in the future and growth is significant, adequate land
exists for the construction of school facilities.

l. Circulation

Due to the rural character of the planning area, it is anticipated that State Highway
78 will continue as the primary state route through Palo Verde and any future
roads needed would be local in nature. If uitimate development of R-1-T zoned
areas northeast of Sunset Way and between Highway 78 and Clark Way are
proposed, consideration should be given to providing adequate collector streets
by developers of these areas.

Planning/Building Department Palo Verde Community Area Plan Page 8



A GOALS AND POLICIES
A, Preface

The Goals and Objectives, together with the Implementation Programs and
Paolicies in Chapter V, are the statements that shall provide direction for private
development as well as government actions and programs. Imperial County’s
Goals and Objectives are intended to serve as long-term principles and policy
statements representing ideals which have been determined by the citizens as
being desirable and deserving of community time and resources to achieve.
These Goals and Obijectives, therefore, are important guidelines for land use
decision making. It is recognized, however, that other social, economic,
environmental, and legal considerations are involved in land use decisions and
that these Goals and Objectives, and those of the other General Plan Elements,
should be used as guidelines but not doctrines.

B. Housing
Housing Conservation and Maintenance of Existing Housing Stock

Goal 1:  Promote the inclusion of energy conservation features in new and
existing housing as required.

Objective 1.1 Ensure that the quality, safety, and liability of the housing
stock in the Palo Verde Community Area is continually
maintained or upgraded, and that dilapidated housing which
cannot be improved is appropriately and where necessary
replaced.

Objective 1.2 Upgrade affordable low and moderate income housing to
meet the needs of these current residents who cannot afford
new housing through the improvements of existing housing
units by bringing them up to code as found necessary.

C. Circulation
Safe, Convenient and Efficient Transportation System

Goal 1:  The County will provide an integrated transportation system for the
safe and efficient movement of people and goods within and through the Palo
Verde Community Area with minimum disruption to the environment.

Objective 1.1 Maintain and improve the existing road and highway network,
while providing for future expansion and improvement based
on travel demand and the development of alternative travel
modes.

Objective 1.2 Ensure safe and coordinated traffic patterns, continuous
growth, and promote a planned and consistent development.

Objective 1.3 Finance or seek funding for circulation system maintenance
projects.
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Obijective 1.4 Identify busy agricultural roads to create special crossings for
farm equipment when development is propoesed.

Alternative Modes ot Transportation

Geal 2;:  Develop alternative transportation strategies designed to reduce traffic
volumes and improve traffic flow,

Objective 2.1 Ensure the safety of the traveling public, including
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Obiective 2.2 Attempt to reduce motor vehicle air pollution.
D. Noise
Noise Environment

Goal 1:  Provide an acceptable noise environment for existing and future
residents in the Palo Verde Community area.

Objective 1.1 Adopt noise standards which protect sensitive noise receptor
from adverse impact.

Objective 1.2 Ensure that noise standards and policies are compatible with
the standards and policies of other General Plan Elements
and other County agencies.

E. Safety
Land Use Planning and Public Safety
Goal 1:  Include public health and safety considerations in land use planning.

Objective 1.1 Ensure that data on geological hazards is incorporated into
the land use review process, and future development
process.

Objective 1.2 Regulate development within flood way areas in accordance
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Objective 1.3 Require developers to provide information related to
geologic, drainage, and seismic hazards when citing a
proposed project.

Cbijective 1.4 Reduce fire hazards by the design of new developments.

Emergency Preparedness
Goal2: Minimize potential hazards to public heaith, safety, and welfare and

prevent the loss of life and damage to health and property resulting from both
natural and human-related phenomena.
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Objective 2.1 Ensure the adeguacy cf existing emergency preparedness
and evacuaticn piens o deal with identified hazards and
potential emergencies.

Objective 2.2 Identify potentia! risk and damage due to inundation from
dam failure and/or water reieases.

Objective 2.3 Minimize injury, loss of life, and damage to property by
implementing all state codes where applicable.

Objective 2.4 Prevent and reduce death, injuries, property damage, and
economic and social disiocation resuiting from natural
hazards, including ficoding, drainage, land subsidence,
earthquakes, other geological phenomena, levee or dam
failure, urban and wildland fires and building collapse by
appropriate planning and emergency measures,

Objective 2.5 Reduce vehicle accidents through appropriate standards.
F. Agriculture
Preservation of Important Farmland

Goal 1:  All important Farmland, including the categories of Prime Farmland,
Farmland of statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Local
importance, as defined by Federal and State agencies should be reserved for
agricuitural uses.

Objective 1.1 Maintain existing agricultural land uses outside of urbanizing
areas and allow only those land uses in agricultural areas that
are compatible with agricuttural activities.

Objective 1.2 Conserve Important Farmland for continued farm related
(non-urban) use and development while ensuring its proper
management land use.

Objective 1.3 Discourage the location of development adjacent to
productive agricultural lands.

Objective 1.4 Allow conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural uses
only where a clear and immediate need can be demonstrated
based on population projections and lack of other available
land for such non-egricultural uses. Such conversion shall
also be allowed only where such uses have been identified
and are supporied by = study to show a lack of alternative
sites.

Objective 1.5 Control and prevent soii erosion when possible.
Development Pattern and Locations on Agricuitural Land
Goal 2  Adopt policies that prohibit "leapfrogging” or "checkerboard" patterns

of non-agricultural development in agricultural areas and confine future
urbanization to the Palo Verde Community Area.
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Objective 2.1 Do not allow the placement of new non-agricultural land uses
such that agricultural fields or parcels become isolated or
more difficult to economically and conveniently farm,

Objective 2.2 Encourage the infilling of development in urban areas as an
alternative to expanding urban boundaries.

Objective 2.3 Maintain agricultural lands in parcel size configurations that
help assure that viable farming units are retained.

Objective 2.4 Discourage the parcelization of large holdings.
Agricuitural and Non-Agricuitural Land Use Relations

Goal 3:  Limit the introduction of conflicting uses into farming areas, including
residential development of existing parcels which may create the potential for
conflict with continued agricultural use of adjacent property.

Objective 3.1 The primary use of any parcel designated "Agricuiture” on the
Land Use Plan shall be agriculturai production. Residential
uses in such areas must recognize that this primary use of
the land may create nuisances such as flies, odors, dust,
noise, night light, and chemical spraying.

Objective 3.2 Enforce the provisions of the Imperial County Right-to-Farm
Ordinance (No. 1031).

Objective 3.3 Enforce the provisions of the State nuisance law (California
Code Sub-Section 3482).

Objective 3.4 As a general rule, utilize transitional land uses around urban
areas as buffers from agricultural uses. Such buffers may
include rural residential uses, industrial uses, recreation
areas, roads, canals, and open space areas.

Objective 3.5 Where a development permit is sought adjacent to
agricuitural land use, protect agricultural operations by
requiring appropriate buffer zones between agricultural land
and new developments, and then keep these zones
aesthetically pleasing and free of pests by cleaning them of
all garbage and noxious vegetation. Vegetation for the
purpose of dust control shall be planted and maintained in an
attractive manner. The buffer shall occur on the parcel for
which the development permit is sought and shall favor
protection of the maximum amount of farmiand.

Objective 3.6 Land use decisions regarding property contiguous to
agricultural operations shall give consideration to creation of
large parcet sizes to minimize conflicts with such operations.
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Water Avaiiability and Conservation

Goal4: Maximize the inherent productivity of Imperial County’s agriculturat
resources by requiring future availability of adequate and affordable irrigation
water and by managing water such that it is used effectively and not wasted.

Objective 4.1 The County must favor efforts to require adequate irrigation
water for agricultural areas.

Objective 4.2 Coordinate with the appropriate agencies for the availability
of water to meet future agricultural needs.

Objective 4.3 The County will participate and encourage muiti-agency
participation in water projects where such coordination can
improve the likelihood of maintaining an adeguate long-term
supply of irrigation water throughout the County.

Objective 4.4 Protest any development of non-voluntary  water
conservation legistation, which would risk removing land from
production and impacting the local economy.

Objective 4.5 Encourage farmers to use irrigation methods that conserve
water,

Irrigation Runoff and Environmental Issues

Goal 5:  Improve the quality of irrigation water runoff and reduce the extensive
use of pesticides and other chemicals to minimize impacts to downstream water
bodies, wetland habitats, and the overall environment.

Objective 5.1 The County shail continue to work closely with University of
California Cooperative Extension personnel, college
horticultural or entomological facuity, pest control advisers,
and other pest management specialists to develop Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) as a pest management strategy that
focuses on long-term prevention or suppression of insects,
plant pathogens, weeds, rodents, and other pests with
minimum impact on human health, the environment, and
nontarget organisms.

Objective 5.2 Encourage uses of naturally occurring biclogical controi;
alternate piant species or varieties that resist pests;
pesticides with a lower toxicity to humans or non-target
organisms; and irrigation, cultivation, and fertilizing practices
that reduce pest problems.

Objective 5.3 Use broad spectrum pesticides only as a last resort when
careful monitoring indicates they are needed according to
pre-established guidelines. When treatments are necessary,
the least toxic and most target-specific pesticides should be
chosen.

Objective 5.4 The Agricuiturai Commissioner’s Office shall continue to
ensure that applicators of farm chemicals are educated
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regarding current pesticides and other chemicals, their
hazards, and apgiications.

Agricultural Requiations

Goal6:  Strive to prevent the adoption of inappropriate, unnecessary, and
restricting Federal, State, and local regulations that threaten the ability of farmers
and livestock producers to profitably produce food and fiber for the nation.

Objective 6.1 The County shall not adopt regulations that impact
agricultural production unless they are justified on the basis
of sound environmental concerns.

Objective 6.2 Assist farmers and livestock producers in their efforts to
understand and abide by regulations and to process
applications for permits and licenses.

Public Relations and Education

Goal 7:  Establish positive relations with the general public and inform the
general public that the County’s entire economy is intricately dependent upon
agricultural production.

Objective 7.1 Continue to make information accessible to the public
regarding pesticides used and areas treated, as currently
provided by the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office.

Objective 7.2 Maintain existing procedures provided by the Agricultural
Commissioner’s Office and the Right to Farm Ordinance that
allow for public input without disruption of agricuitural
operations.

Agricultural Production and Marketing Research

Goal 8: Improve the financial viability of the agricuitural sector of Imperial
County’s economy through actions that have the potential to improve yields and
reduce costs.

Objective 8.1 The County shall work closely with and promote the research
of the University of California Cooperative Extension; the
U.S.D.A. Agricultural Research Service; the Animal, Plan
Health and Inspection Service; pest management experts,
water management experts, and others to continuously
develop and implement efficient state-of-the art farming and
livestock production strategies.

Objective 8.2 Promote marketing research at the regional levei to monitor
trends in the demands for particular commodities such that
Imperial County agricuituralists may adjust production
strategies in timely manners and thereby maintain a
competitive edge in the marketplace.
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Objective 8.3 Promote the consumption of locally produced commodities,
such as vegetables, beef and dairy products, fish, fruits, nuts,
and honey.

Objective 8.4 The county shall support and encourage the efforts of the
Imperial County Whitefly Management Committee to develop
the most effective means of controlling this pest. The County
shall support and promote similar efforts to eradicate, and/or
formulate control strategies for, other new pests that may
impact local agricultural production in the future.

Objective 8.5 Encourage the production of labor intensive crops such as
vegetables.

G. Conservation
Conservation of Environmental Resources for Future Generations

Goal 1:  Environmental resources shall be conserved for future generations by
minimizing environmental impacts in all land use decisions.

Objective 1.1 Recognize that the degradation of one natural resource will
have a concomitant negative effect upon the total resource
base, including water, vegetation, air, wildlife, soil, and
minerals.

Objective 1.2 Develop standards to protect significant natural resource
areas for the purpose of enhancing both the planning and
decision-making process.

Objective 1.3 Provide for the most beneficial use of land based upon
recognition of natural constraints.

Objective 1.4 Encourage the acquisition of scientific knowledge by
encouraging the preservation of important ecological,
archaeological, and other scientific sites.

Preservation of Biological Resources

Goal2:  The County will preserve the integrity, function, productivity, and long-
term viability of environmentally sensitive habitats, and plant and animal species.

Objective 1.2 Conserve wetlands, fresh water marshes, and riparian
vegetation.

Objective 2.2 Protect significant fish, wildlife, plant species, and their
habitats.

Objective 2.3 Protect unique, rare and endangered plants and animals and
their habitats.

Objective 2.4 Use the environmental impact report process to identify,
conserve and enhance unique vegetation and wildlife
resources.
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Objective 2.5 Attempt to identify, reduce, and eliminate all forms of
pollution which adversely impact vegetation and wildlife.

Objective 2.6 Adopt noise standards which protect sensitive noise
receptors from adverse impacts.

Preservation of Agricultural Lands

Goal 3:  The County wili actively conserve and maintain contiguous farmlands
and prime soil areas to maintain economic vitality and the unique lifestyle of the
Palo Verde area.

Objective 3.1 Encourage sound agricultural practices.
Obijective 3.2 Control and prevent soil erosion when possible.
Conservation of Energy Sources

Goal4: The County shall seek to achieve maximum conservation practices
and maximum development of renewable alternative sources of energy.

Objective 4.1 Define and assure adequate energy supplies for the Palo
Verde Community Area.

Objective 4.2 Encourage the utilization of alternative passive and
renewable energy resources.

Objective 4.3 Minimize possibility of energy shortage and resulting
hardships.

Objective 4.4 Encourage compatibility with National and State energy goals
and city and community generat pians.

Objective 4.5 Support  focal utillity company’s energy conservation
programs.

Preservation of Water Resources

Goal 5:  The County will conserve, protect, and enhance the water resources in
the planning area.

Objective 5.1 Protect all bodies of water, e.g. Colorado River, and water
courses for their continued use and development.

Objective 5.2 Regulate development in or adjacent to water bodies and
courses, protect water bodies and minimize propenry
damage.

Objective 5.3 Ensure the use and protection of the rivers and other
waterways in the planning area. Ensure proper drainage and
provide accommodation for storm runoff from urban, desert
floods, and other developed areas in manners compatible
with requirements to provide necessary agricultural drainage.
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Objective 5.4 Protect and improve water quality and quantity for all water
bodies in iImperial County.

Objective 5.5 Eliminate potential surface and groundwater pollution
through regulations as well as educational programs.

Objective 5.6 Ensure protection of water bodies that are important for
recreational fishing.

Protection of Air Quality

Goal8: The County shall actively seek to improve and maintain the quality of
air in the region.

Objective 8.1 Cooperate with all federal and state agencies in the effort to
attain air quality objectives.

Preservation of Open Space/Recreation

Goal 7. Open space shall be maintained to protect the aesthetic character of
the region, protect natural resources, provide recreational opportunities, and
minimize hazards to human activity.

Objective 7.1 Recognize the regional significance of the development and
conservation of recreational opportunities in Imperial County.

Objective 7.2 Any recreational activity must be developed in such a manner
as to minimize any significant environmental impact on
humans and existing natural resources.

Objective 7.3 Encourage the development and improvement of recreational
facilities in imperial County.

Objective 7.4 Recognize that certain lands are unsuitable for high density
development, and that prohibition and restriction of such
uses are in the public interest, health, and safety.

H. Water
Adequate Domestic Water Supply

Goal 1:  The County will require the provision of safe and healthful sources and
supplies of domestic water adequate to assure the implementation of the County
General Plan and the long-term continued availabiiity of this essential resource.

Objective 1.1 The efficient and cost-effective utilization of local and
imported water resources through the development and
impiementation of community land use patterns.

Objective 1.2 The efficient reguiation of land uses that economizes on
water consumption, enhances equivalent dwelling unit
demand for domestic water resources, and that makes
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available affordable resources for continued urban growth
and development.

Protection of Surface Waters

Goal 2.  Long-term viabiiity of the Colorado River, and other surface waters in
the County will be protected for sustaining wildlife and a broad range of ecological
communities.

Objective 2.1 The continued viability of the agricultural sector as an
important source of surface water for the maintenance of
valuable wildlife and recreational resources in the County,

Adequate Agricultural Irrigation Water Supply

Goal 3:  The County will require the provision of safe and healthful sources and
supplies of agricuitural irrigation water adequate to assure the continuation of
agricultural land uses as established by the County General Plan and the long-
term continued availability of this essential resource.

Objective 3.1 The efficient and cost-effective utilization of local and
imported water resources through the development and
implementation of innovative agricuitural use patterns.

Coordinated Water Management

Goal 4:  Water Resources shall be managed effectively and efficiently through
inter-agency and inter-jurisdictional coordination and cooperation.

Objective 4.1 Encourage and provide for the management and wise use of
water resources for contact and non-contact recreation,
groundwater recharge, hydroelectric energy production, and
wildlife habitat as well as for domestic and irrigation use.

Objective 4.2 Aid in the protection and enhancement of limited water
resources so as to provide for its indefinite use and maximum
enjoyment.
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V. IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS AND POLICIES
A. Land Use Designations and Standards

Refer to the attached Figure 4 "Palo Verde Community Area Plan" for the {ocation
of the following proposed land uses:

1. Low Density Residential

A land use area that would be planned to accommodate residential units at
densities of one dwelling unit per one-half acre.

2. Residential

A land use area that would be planned to accommodate residential units at
densities up to two dwelling units per acre if lot size and sewage
requirements can be met.

3. Medium Density

A land use area that would be planned typically for duplexes and triplexes
or densities up to four dwelling units per acre if lot size and sewage
requirements can be met.

4, High-Density Residential

A land use area that would provide for high density residential
developments, typically RV Parks or apartment dwelling units if public
facilities/services are available, or to be concurrently provided and is
compatible with the existing characters of the community.

5. Neighborhood Commercial

A land use area that provides for the sale of convenience goods, such as
food, drugs and sundries, and personal services which meet daily needs of
a neighborhood trade area. Offices, eating and drinking establishments,
and recycling collection facilities (not involving hazardous materials) are
also permitted but may be limited or restricted by implementing zoning.

0. General Commercial

A land use area that would be planned for larger commercial uses which
would allow, e.g. gasoline stations, retail outlets, regional centers, home
improvement  stores,  business/construction  support  services,
personal/business storage facilities, commercial recreation, health
clubs/spas, medical/financial/professional offices and faclilities,
hotels/motels, automobile/equipment sales and services, which may be
restricted by location in certain zones, or by other limitations of
implementing zones.

General commercial land uses are designated principally along Highway
78. They are shown on the west side of the state highway from the county
line south to Desert View Street and on the east side of the highway from
Clark Way to Desert View Street.
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7. Recreation

A land use area that would be planned for recreation-criented commercial
use. The recreation areas designated on the Paio Verde Community Area
Plan are very close or adjacent to the Palo Verde Lagoon within the
townsite area and are intended to accommodate RV or mohilehome park
development. West and south of the Palo Verde Community Area, the
County General Plan provides additional areas designated recreation
which would also accommodate recreational development.

Visitor-serving commercial uses may also be located within areas
designated "Recreation” and, for property along Highway 78, community
serving commercial and government/special public uses may also be
permitted. Since this category is intended to accommodate tourism
development, the maximum permitted density for residential subdivision
development is 1 dwelling unit per 20 acres.

8. Medium Agriculture

Existing agricultural uses adjacent to the townsite should be maintained
until residential areas within the Community Plan have been compietely
built-out. Existing A-1 Light Agriculture zoning provides a transition to A-2
and A-3 zoning, but also allows residential uses on one-half acre lots. The
County General Plan and this Community Area Plan recommend retention
of existing agricultural lands. (Therefore, a maximum density of (1 dwelling
unit per 40) acre(s) is established for areas designated "Agriculture” by the
Palo Verde Community Area Plan.)

Qutside of the Palo Verde Community Area Plan, the County General Plan
designation is "Agricuiture”, generally following the Palo Verde Irrigation
District service area. This area should also remain in agricuiturat uses, with
a 40-acre minimum lot size.

9. Government/Special Public

A land use area that is ptanned for existing government/special pubilic land
uses indicated on the Land Use Plan. These include the Rod and Gun
Club on the easterly side of Sunset Way, the fire station on the southeast
corner of Highway 78 and Third Street, the Baptist Church, the Palo Verde
County Water District office, the Community Hall on the south side of
Desert View Street, and the Sheriff's substation. Zoning for these uses is
expected to remain as it is currently zoned.

Residential Development Standards (Land Use Element):

Residential land uses at a population density from less than one dwelling
unit per acre to a maximum of four dwelling units per acre. Residential
building intensity is determined by available public facilities and services
and physical or environmental factors which may affect the site, including
soil characteristics, groundwater conditions, etc. New residential
development must be consistent with the existing character of the
community. A minimum lot size of 20,000 square feet (net area exclusive
of road and other easements) is required for new residential units where
sewer service is not presently available. A larger lot size may be required
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for an on-site sewage disposal system to be approved by the County
Environmental Health Services Division. An on-site potable water supply
approved by the County Health Department is required for all residential
development.

Commercial Development Standards (Land Use Element):

Low to medium intensity commercial land uses, which can be shown to be
compatible with adjacent existing or planned residential uses, including
neighborhood and generat commercial uses. Maximum floor area ratio not
greater than 2:1 (i.e. two square feet of gross building area per one square
foot of area within the lot or building site). Building height maximum of 35
feet. A minimum of ten percent of the lot area shall be landscaped. A
greater percentage of landscaping may be required for projects involving
discretionary review.

Agricultural Land Use Standards (Land Use Element):

Agricuitural land uses within this category consist of light and medium
agricultural uses. Agricultural land uses located within this category may
be subject to limitation with respect to animal keeping, setbacks, building
height, and other regulations of the County Zoning Ordinance.

Recreation Standards {Land Use Element):

Recreation/Open space land uses within this category consist of
environmentally sensitive areas, fault zones, floodways and floodplains.
Recreational land uses within this category are limited to recreational
vehicle parks and uses which consist primarily of outdoor facilities such as
parks, athletic fields, goif courses, and swim and tennis clubs.

B. Implementation Programs and Policies

During the review of the proposed development proposal, the County will evaluate
the adequacy of, and potential project impact on, public facilities serving the Palo
Verde Community Area, including the following:

1. Water Service

New non-agricultural deveiopment is required to be served by a public or
private potable water system designed and operated for domestic water
use. The Palo Verde County Water District presently provides this service
within the townsite. Funding for expansion of water faciiities is expected to
be a condition of development prior to final map recordation or
construction of any project permitted by any discretionary land use action.

2. Sewer Service

Before new parcels are created or additional development is approved by
discretionary action of the County or other governmental agencies,
developers will be required to provide sewage treatment facilities which
assure that public health hazards will not be created.
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3. Plan Amendments

The Plan can be amended four times per year.
4, Other Pubilic Facilities

New development may also impact fire faciities, Palo Verde landfil,
schools, and roadways serving the Palo Verde Community. Before new
parcels are created or additional development is approved, impact on
these facilities and services shall be evaluated and appropriate
improvements or other mitigation shall be required as a condition of
development.

5. Floodways

A portion of the Palo Verde townsite is in a floodway. "Any proposals
affecting PVID’s facilities or Outfall Drain will need to be reviewed by and be
acceptable to PVID" (PVID, Chief Engineer).

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has mapped the
floodway in order to protect human life and health and minimize damage to
public and private facilities and utilities, new development, expansion, or
reconstruction of any structure designed for human habitation or
employment. The County of Imperial Departments of Planning/Building
and Public Works has established rules and procedures in the Zoning
Ordinance to permit any new development, expansion, or reconstruction
following review of a site specific engineering analysis showing that such
structure will not adversely affect, hinder, restrict, or alter the water-
carrying capacity of the floodway and will not resuit in any increase in flood
levels during the occurrence of a 10C-year flood. The Ordinance provides
that developers shall also be required to avoid flood prone areas and
provide street and other necessary public improvements as necessary.

See Figure 5.
6. Other Requirements

In the review of future development e.g. if archaeclogical/paleontological
resources are discovered or determined to be present, a qualified
archaeologist shall be consulted prior to any archaeological material being
removed or disturbed, and other conditions and/or limitations may be
required as part of a discretionary action by the Ptanning Director, Planning
Commission and/or Board of Supervisors. "Any development of property
along Lagoon, Outfall Drain, or other PVID facilty needs to provide
adequate access by PVID for maintenance purposes...PVID’s canals and
drains are not maintained for recreational purposes..." (PVID, Chief
Engineer).

C. The Plan

The 1984 Current Land Use Plan pianned for four land use designations as
follows:  Low Density Residential, Commercial, Public/Semi Pubilic, and
Recreation.

Commercial areas were planned for the area of the community west of State
Highway 78 and south of Clark Way to Desert View Street. Low density
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residential was planned south of Desert View Street and to the North and east of
Sunset Way. Recreational land uses were planned for the area on both sides of
the Palo Verde Lagoon with public/semi public areas identified throughout the
community.

The residents of Palo Verde were provided three (3) aiternatives to review at the
public meeting which was held on December 8, 1983, at the Palo Verde
Improvement Association's building. Other than correspondence relating to edits
to the Plan’s text, no other input on any of the alternatives has been received to
date. Another community meeting was scheduled for January 20, 1994, at 6:30
p.m. at the Improvement Assogciation’s facility in which to obtain input on any or all
of the three alternatives.
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VI, PUBLIC/STAFF INVOLVEMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL
Public Involvement

Public meetings were held in Palo Verde at the Palo Verde Improvement on
December 9, 1993, and on January 20, 1994, to provide the residents an
oppartunity to express their desires for the future land uses in the townsite and
surrounding area.

The residents were informed that they could also provide input on the Plan at both
the County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors meeting when the
Plan would ultimately be reviewed and adopted.

The input from the community was that the townsite should basically remain the
same In terms of land uses in Palo Verde. This input has been reflected in the
Plan and will remain as proposed unless significant information to the contrary is
received.

Staff Involvement

The staff of the Planning/Building have been involved in the review and
preparation of the Palo Verde Community Area Plan and a special thanks and
acknowledgement of their efforts is necessary.

Environmental Review

The preparation of the Palo Verde Community Area Plan is to implement the Land
Use Element of the revised General Plan. The area impacted is the townsite and
approximately 640 acres total. An Initial Study was prepared for this Plan to be
reviewed by the Environmental Evaluation Committee. Since this significantly
reduces the area identified in the 1884 current Land Use Plan, i.e. 12,530 acres,
no additional significant, adverse environmental impacts will occur as part of the
adoption of this Plan.
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VII. ORGANIZATIONS AND PERSONS CONSULTED

Public Notice of the preliminary meeting for public input by Palo Verde residents
was provided by written notification and by posting notices in the community.

Public Notice of the second meeting in Palo Verde was published on January 9,
1994. The second meeting in the community was scheduled for January 20th, at
6:30 p.m. as part of the Paloc Verde Improvement Association's regular meeting.

In order to adequately address the issues relating to the Plan, the
Planning/Building Department staff consulted with and/or requested information
from the following organizations and individuals:

Federal

Bureau of Reclamation (Yuma)
Bureau of Land Management (El Centro)

State

CALTRANS Planning (San Diego Office)
Department of Fish and Game (El Centro Office)

County of Imperial

Supervisor Sam Sharp, District #5
Agricultural Commissioner/APCD
Buildings and Grounds Department
County Administrative Office
County Counsel’s Office
Environmental Health Services
Public Works Department

Sheriff's Department (El Centro)

Palo Verde Community

Palo Verde Irrigation District
Palo Verde County Water District

Others

Palo Verde Rod and Gun Club

Palo Verde Unified School District (Blythe)
City of Yuma

Colorado River Association (Glendale)
Southern California Edison (Redlands)
Riverside County (Riverside)
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Vill. REFERENCES
County

Annual Mobile Home Park Report (1993)
Community and Economic Development Department Housing Condition
Survey (1992)
Community and Economic Development Department Overall Economic
Development Program (1993)
County Ultimate Land Use Plan (1873}
Housing Element (1990)
Imperial County Water Element (1870)
Paic Verde Current Land Use Plan (1984)
Revised General Plan and Program EIR (1293)
Agricultural Element
Geothermal/Transmission Element
Water Element
Circulation/Scenic Highways Element
Conservation/Open Space Element
Land Use Element
Overview
Noise Element
Seismic and Public Safety Element
Zoning Maps

State
Census Data (1990)
Department of Finance Projections (1993)
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THE BCARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL , STATE OF CALIFORNIA, on
motion by Supervisor : SHARP , second by Supervisor : VAN DE GRAAFF
and approved by the follcowing roll call vote;

EXCUSED OR ABSENT[: NCNE
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IN REFERENCE TO;

Hearing was held for consideration cf the following:

a. Palo Verde Community Area Plan - After public hearing, the fcllowing
actions were taken:

1) Certified that the Negative Declaration, on the basis of the
Initial Study and any comments received, showed no substantial
evidence that the project will nave a significant effect on the
environment.

2) Made the De Minimus finding as reccmmended by the Fnvironmental
Evaluation Committee that the project will not individually or
cumulatively have an adverse effect on fish and wildlife
rescurces as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.

3) Made findings as presented during the hearing.

4) Apprcved the Palo Verde Community Area Plan as presented.
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and approved by the following roll call vots;
AYES [: VAN DE GRAAFF, CCLE, SHORZS, LUCKEY, SHARP
NAYES{: NONE

ABSTAINED[: NONE
EXCUSED CR ABSENT[: NONE
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IN REFERENCE TO;

Following public hearings, the subsequent actions were takan:
b. Heper Urban Plan
I Goals

1) Deletad Objective 1.3; Goal 1; 3. GCoals and Objectives; I
and Cbjsctives; on Page 9 of the uprooosed Heber Urban Pla
(Worcding deleted: "Coordinats with tThe cZities of Calsxice and El
Cantro tTe ensure that new develocoment 1s compatible with the

cities’ general plas."
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THE BCARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CCUNTY CF IMPERIAL , STATE OF CALIFORNIA, on
motion by Supervisor : SHORES , second by Supervisor : VAN DE GRAAFF

and approved by the following recll call vote;

AYES [: VAN DE GRAAFF, COLE, SHORES, LUCKEY, SHARP
NAYES([: NONE
ABSTAINED[: NONE
EXCUSED OR ABSENT(: NONE

IN REFERENCE TC;

rollowing public hearings, the subsequent actions were taken:

b. Heber Urban Plan

2) Determined to add the same language to the prorosed Heber Urban
Plan relating to fire/police as =staplished in the procosed urban
clans for the areas of Winterhaven, Seeley, and West Sheores.
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THE BQARD OF SUPERVISCRS OF THE CCUNTY OF IMPERIAL , STATE CF CALIFORNIA, on
motion by Supervisor : COLE , second by Supervisor : SHORES
and approved by the following recll call vote;

Fey

AYES [: VAN DE GRAAFF, COLE, SHORES, LUCKZY, SHARP
NAYES[: NONE
ABSTAINED{ : NONE

ZXCUSED OR ABSENT: NONE

[N A -]

IN REFERENCE TO;

Following public hearings, the subsequent actions wers taken:

o. Heber Urban Plan

3y a) Certifled the Negative Declaration cn the pasis of the Initial
Study and any comments recslved showed no sukstantial svidencs
that the creject Wwill have a significant effect on the
environmentc.

©) Made the Ce Minimus Zinding as recommended by the Envirconmental
Evaluation CcmmittTee (EEC) that the project will not
individually or cumulatively pave an adverse effect on fish
and wildlife resources as defined in Section 711.2 of the
Fish and Game Ccde.

c) Made General Plan Findings #1 through #4 as presented.

d) Approved the Heber Urban Plan as rescommended by the Planning
Commission 2y resolution on October 12, 1994, and as
amended during public hearing.
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White Mountain Apache Tribe Historic Preservation Office

PO Box 507, Fort Apache, AZ 85941
1(928) 338-3033 / fax: 338-6055

To: John Kalish / Billie Blanchard, BLM/CPUC
Date: January 5, 2006
Proposed project: Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line Project.

The White Mountain Apache Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) appreciates
receiving information on the proposed project, dated __January 03, 2006 . In regards to
this, please attend to the checked items below.

> There is no need to send additional information — unless project planning or
implementation results in the discovery of sites or items having known or suspected
Apache cultural affiliations.

O The proposed Project is located within an area of probable cultural or historical
importance to the White Mountain Apache Tribe (WMAT). As part of the effort to
identify historical properties that maybe affected by the project we recommend an
entnohistorical study and interviews with Apache elders. Ramon Riley, the Cultural
Resource Director is the contact person at (928) 338-4625.

O The proposed project is located within or adjacent to a known historic property of
cultural or historical importance to the WMAT and will most likely result in adverse
affects to said property. Please refrain from further steps in project planning or
implementation.

NOTES: We have reviewed the information regarding the Devers-Palo Verde No. 2
Transmission Line Project and we feel it poses no threat to the White Mountain Apache
Tribe’s traditional cultural properties and/or important religious places. The project may
proceed with a finding of “No historic properties effected”. In light of an inadvertent
discovery all project implementation efforts shall cease and the proper authority notified
to address such issues.

We look forward to continued collaboration in the preservation of places of cultural and
historical significance.

Sincerely,

Mark T. Altaha
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
White Mountain Apache Tribe



City Of Calimesa

January 4, 2006

Billie Blanchard/John Kalish

California Public Utilities Commission and Bureau of Land Management
c/o Aspen Environmental Group

235 Montgomery Street, Suite 935

San Francisco, California 94104-3002

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION - DEVERS-PALO VERDE NO. 2
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Notice of Preparation for the preparation of
an Environmental Impact Report for the Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line
Project issued on October 18, 2005.

In general, the City of Calimesa is concerned about the potential impacts of the project on
the planned future development within the city. In addition to the discussion of impacts,
the EIR should include a detailed project description and related graphics or illustrations
of the proposed facilities and corresponding line of sight exhibits from various points
within the city. Any access roads or maintenance buildings or facilities should also be
described and illustrated.

Please forward a copy of the draft Environmental Impact Report when it is available to
the following contact person for the City of Calimesa:

Gabriel Elliott
City of Calimesa
980 Park Avenue
Calimesa, CA 92320
Sincerely,
Gabriel Elliott

Planning Manager

kp:developmentservcies/devers-palo-NOP-comments.doc

@ _ Calimesa, California 92320  (909) 795-9801
Printed on Recycled Paper.



South Coast
Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 e www.agmd.gov

December 23, 2005

Mr. John Kalish

BLM/CPUC

c/o Aspen Environmental Group
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 935
San Francisco, CA 94104-3002

Dear Mr. Kalish:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for
Southern California Edison Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line Project (DPV2)

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
above-mentioned document. The SCAQMD’s comments are recommendations regarding the analysis of potential
air quality impacts from the proposed project that should be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR). Please send the SCAQMD a copy of the Draft EIR upon its completion. In addition, please send with the
Draft EIR all appendices or technical documents related to the air quality analysis and electronic versions of all air
quality modeling and health risk assessment files.

Air Quality Analysis
The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to assist

other public agencies with the preparation of air quality analyses. The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead
Agency use this Handbook as guidance when preparing its air quality analysis. Copies of the Handbook are
available from the SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720. Alternatively, lead
agency may wish to consider using the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved URBEMIS 2002 Model.
This model is available on the SCAQMD Website at: www.agmd.gov/ceqa/models.html.

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from all phases of the
project and all air pollutant sources related to the project. Air quality impacts from both construction and
operations should be calculated. Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, but are not limited to,
emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving, architectural
coatings, off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road mobile sources (e.g.,
construction worker vehicle trips, material transport trips). Operation-related air quality impacts may include, but
are not limited to, emissions from stationary sources (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., solvents and coatings), and
vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipe emissions and entrained dust). Air quality impacts from indirect
sources, that is, sources that generate or attract vehicular trips should be included in the analysis.

Consistent with the SCAQMD’s environmental justice enhancement I-4, in October 2003, the SCAQMD
Governing Board adopted a methodology for calculating localized air quality impacts and localized significance
thresholds (LSTs). LST’s can be used in addition to the recommended regional significance thresholds as a second



Mr. John Kalish -2- December 23, 2005

indication of air quality impacts when preparing a CEQA document. Therefore, when preparing the air quality
analysis for the proposed project, it is recommended that the lead agency perform a localized significance analysis
by either using the LSTs developed by the SCAQMD or performing dispersion modeling as necessary. Guidance
for performing a localized air quality analysis can be found at http://www.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/LST/LST.html.

It is recommended that lead agencies for projects generating or attracting vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty
diesel-fueled vehicles, perform a mobile source health risk assessment. Guidance for performing a mobile source
health risk assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel
Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis™) can be found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA webpages at the
following internet address: http://www.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mobile_toxic/mobile_toxic.html. An analysis of
all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the decommissioning or use of equipment potentially generating such air
pollutants should also be included.

Mitigation Measures
In the event that the project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires that all feasible

mitigation measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project construction and operation to
minimize or eliminate significant adverse air quality impacts. To assist the Lead Agency with identifying possible
mitigation measures for the project, please refer to Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook for
sample air quality mitigation measures. Additionally, SCAQMD’s Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust, and the
Implementation Handbook contain numerous measures for controlling construction-related emissions that should be
considered for use as CEQA mitigation if not otherwise required. Other measures to reduce air quality impacts
from land use projects can be found in the SCAQMD’s Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in
General Plans and Local Planning. This document can be found at the following internet address:
http://www.agmd.gov/prdas/aqguide/agguide.html. Pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 (a)(1)D), any
impacts resulting from mitigation measures must also be discussed.

Data Sources

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the SCAQMD’s Public
Information Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of the information available through the Public Information Center is
also available via the SCAQMD’s World Wide Web Homepage (http://www.aqmd.gov).

The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project-related emissions are accurately
identified, categorized, and evaluated. Please call Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist, CEQA Section,
at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources

SS:CB:li

RVC051221-04LI
Control Number
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State Land Department

Janet Napolitano
Governor

Mark Winkleman
State Land
Commissioner 1616 West Adams Street Phoenix, AZ 85007 www.land.state.az.us

January 3, 2006

Billie Blanchard/John Kalish

California Public Utilities Commission & BLM
c¢/o Aspen Environmental Group

235 Montgomery Street, Suite 935

San Francisco, CA 94104-3002

Re: Devers-Palo Verde No. 2 Transmission Line Project (DPV2)
Application No. A.05-04-015

Gentlemen:

The Arizona State Land Department supports the Palo Verde Subalternate Route and
believes that the Harquahala West Subalternate Route would create visual impacts on
otherwise visually undisturbed lands owned by the State of Arizona.

We do want to take this opportunity to remind all participants that processing of right of
way applications thru our land holdings is typically a 18-24 month period from the date
of initial application filing with our agency.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 602-542-4041. My email
address is jgross@land.az.gov.

Sincerely,

James E. Gross
Project Leader 11

Cc: Greg Keller, Planner

“Serving Arizona’s Schools and Public Institutions Since 1915”





