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Project Memorandum  
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Matt Fagundes, Deputy Project Manager
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January 8, 2002

Re: 
Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 11: December 1 – December 28, 2001

The following descriptions of compliance and monitoring activities for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project are from project summary reports supplied to Aspen Environmental Group (Aspen) by PG&E Co. (PG&E) and personal communications between Matt Fagundes of Aspen and Armen Keochekian of Essex Environmental (PG&E Environmental Inspector).  

Summary

This Mitigation Monitoring Report provides a general update of construction activities associated with the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project.  It also describes mitigation measures that have been implemented to date in accordance with the Project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration.  More detailed mitigation compliance information is in the accompanying table prepared by PG&E.  This table is updated on a monthly basis, with completed items indicated with asterisks.  This report represents all activities from December 1, 2001 to December 28, 2001.  

Work conducted during this time period was primarily associated with installing portions of the power line on the previously installed tubular steel poles.  PG&E’s Environmental Inspector has indicated that all construction activities associated with the project are anticipated to be complete by March 1, 2002.  

Construction Activities

Power Line Construction

Construction work during the first week of December was limited due to heavy rains.  However, work conducted focused on setting up one of the conductor pull sites, which is located at the transition point between Segment 3 (cross country segment between Skyway and Neal Road) and Segment 4 (Segment that is adjacent to Skyway).  The subject pull site is adjacent to Skyway at the point where the line will cross the road.  A flatbed trailer that contains the equipment required to pull the conductor is present at the pull site.  Several trucks at the pull site are also required during stringing operations.  

During the week of December 10, the tower crew continued to prepare for stringing operations.  Portions of conductor and several of the wood poles associated with the existing Paradise Tap #1 were removed so that they would not interfere with the sock line and conductor during stringing activities.  The majority of this work occurred within Segments 4 and 5, adjacent to Skyway and the Paradise Memorial Trialway, respectively.  The right lane of eastbound Skyway was closed during construction activities to provide workers access to poles along Segment 4 and to ensure the safety of commuters.  A traffic control contractor hired by PG&E performed activities associated with traffic control.  

Conductor stringing activities began on Tuesday the 18th with installation of the sock line within Segments 4 and 5.  A helicopter was used to fly the sock line from pole to pole.  Before installation of the sock line was complete, the helicopter was grounded after only a few hours of flying due to heavy fog conditions.  A small crew remained on-site throughout the week of December 17th, although work was limited to installation of some pole arms and other pole parts.  Based on forecasted weather conditions and the upcoming holidays, stringing operations, including flying the remainder of the sock line, were rescheduled to begin again on January 2, 2002, weather and soil conditions permitting. 

During stringing operations, one eastbound lane of Skyway from the pull site (located adjacent to pole 38 in Segment 4) to Princeton Way was closed throughout the day so that PG&E could use the closed lane for access to the poles along the north side of Skyway.  PG&E’s traffic control contractor was used to perform activities associated with the physical lane closure and traffic control.  The closed lane was re-opened at the end of the workday.  Before flying in the sock line, PG&E notified the Town of Paradise of its plans and posted detour signs indicating that the Trailway would be closed at each road crossing along the Trailway.  These signs were removed and the Trailway was re-opened shortly after the helicopter was grounded.

Paradise Substation Upgrades 

Substation upgrades continued this period with a crew of 5 to 8 workers installing banks and transformers and performing indoor electrical work. All activities have been limited to the fenced substation yard and within PG&E’s property. 

Mitigation Highlights

Applicant Proposed Measure 9-1.  Straw bales were installed below the conductor pull site on Skyway to prevent sediment from leaving the project right-of-way.  PG&E’s erosion control and restoration contractor has been placed on call for the remainder of the construction period in the event that emergency maintenance or installation of additional erosion control structures are needed. 

During the week of December 17, PG&E’s restoration and erosion control contractor was on-site to perform general maintenance on all of the projects existing erosion control structures, as well as to install additional new structures at the conductor pull site adjacent to pole 38, along Skyway in Segment 4. 

Applicant Proposed Measure 4-2.  Rock was placed on the project access road from Skyway to the pull site (approximately 50 feet) to improve access and to minimize the amount of mud tracked onto the road.

Additional Notes and Issues

PG&E has reported that several of the installed sediment barriers near the corner of Crossroads and Skyway were damaged by unrelated construction activities adjacent to the Paradise project right-of-way in Segment 4.  PG&E believes that a stuck pick-up truck was dragged through the sediment barriers from Skyway in order to free the vehicle.  Although PG&E has noted that the damage to the sediment barriers was not caused by PG&E personnel or otherwise associated with their Paradise project, PG&E has maintained and repaired the sediment barriers to prevent sedimentation.

A five-gallon sealed bucket with a Chevron hydraulic oil label was noted in the field approximately 100 feet north of pole 35.  It is not known where the bucket came from or when it was left at this location.  PG&E has noted that the bucket is not associated with their Paradise project. 

Measures Completed to Date

III-1:
Dispose plant debris in a manner other than controlled burning

V-1:
Cultural resources training for project workers

MM 5-1:
Survey for special status plants

MM 5-3:
Preparation of Amphibian Habitat Assessment

MM 5-5 and 5-7:
Preparation of Vegetation Management, Erosion Control and Restoration Plan

MM 5-8:
Survey for pallid bat roosts

MM 6-1:
Train depot shall be spanned by the power line

MM 6-4, V-2, and MM 5-10: Surveys for laydown area on Neal Road

MM 7-1:
Insure that construction impacts to other utilities are less than significant

MM 8-1:
Evaluate slope stability to select pole locations

MM 9-2:
Hazardous substances and control training for project workers

MM 9-4 and 12-4: Revise the Paradise Substation Spill Prevention, Countermeasure, and Control Plan.

MM 10-1:
Notify landowners adjacent to project prior to construction

MM 11-7:
Transformers to meet or exceed 69 dBA OA rating and 72 dBA FA rating

MM 15-4:
Site poles in clear space along the trail and roadway

MM 15-5:
Preparation of a vegetation removal plan

Project Memoranda and Non-Compliance Reports

No Project Memoranda or Non-Compliance Reports were issued during the period of December 1 to December 28.

Attachment:

PG&E’s Paradise Mitigation Database Table (updated Monday, December 31, 2001).
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