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The following descriptions of compliance and monitoring activities for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project are from project summary reports supplied to Aspen Environmental Group by PG&E Co., a field inspection conducted by the CPUC designated Environmental Monitor (Matt Fagundes) on July 19, and personal communication between Matt Fagundes and Roxann Hall, Project Manager for PG&E Co.  

Summary

This Mitigation Monitoring Report provides a general update of construction activities associated with the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project.  It also describes mitigation measures that have been implemented to date in accordance with the Project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration.  This report represents all activities from June 30, 2001 to July 26, 2001.  

This report was originally prepared on August 13, but was not submitted on that date because Aspen was waiting for the project pole line maps that identify the individual pole locations from PG&E Co. for clarification of the exact pole locations that are referred to in PG&E Co.’s weekly reports.  Aspen still has not received the pole line maps, so all references to pole locations in this report are with respect to the local geography.  Roxann Hall of PG&E Co. has recognized that we have yet to receive the maps and is looking into the matter.

Work conducted during this time period was primarily associated with augering and concrete pouring activities along the power line right-of-way.  

Construction Activities

Power Line Construction
Power line construction, including pouring foundation holes, was limited during the week of July 2 due to a short workweek and a small crew.  The crew poured the foundations at the following hole locations: one near the substation, two next to Pearson Road, and three near Princeton Way.  Because anchor bolt patterns are pole specific and the crew does not currently have all of the bolt patterns, this stage of construction will not move in a linear fashion.  Instead, daily work activities and locations are determined by the bolt patterns available.

The week of July 9, the power line crew completed several remaining previously drilled holes along the northern section of the Trailway.  Several of the holes needed to be cleaned of fallen rock and soil to ensure that the depth met PG&E Co.’s specifications prior to pouring the cement into the foundation holes.   The same week the power line crew began drilling foundation holes along Neal Road near Red Sky Lane and work continued at various pole locations along the Trailway and Skyway.  Cement was poured and anchor bolts set for six holes along this segment.  

During the week of July 16, foundation hole drilling was completed between Skyway and Red Sky Lane. By the date of July 20, 42 of the 62 pole locations had been drilled.  Footing work continued this week at various locations between the substation and Cross Road.  An additional foundation crew began work on Monday, July 16 with a crew of four workers.  The crew began building rebar cages at the Neal Road Yard, but in the future, they will be assigned to work closely with the other foundation crew on installing rebar cages, anchor bolts, and pouring foundations.  

The CPUC designated Environmental Monitor conducted a site inspection of the ROW on July 19.  Although construction activities with heavy-duty construction equipment were not observed, the foundation crew was seen building rebar cages at the Neal Road Yard on Thursday, July 19.  PG&E Co. has indicated that one of the foundation crews will demobilize the week of July 30 and return in August to complete any remaining footing work.

Paradise Substation Upgrades 

No work is currently scheduled for the substation until September 1.  Substation work was intermittent throughout this period depending on equipment arrival, clearances, and other construction issues.  Generally, two workers were onsite to work in the control room.

Mitigation Highlights

Although not required by specific mitigation measures, several signs have been posted along the power line route to inform construction workers of project requirements.  These signs include: signs posted at the substation to identify approved parking areas; “No Project Access” signs on both sides of each tributary to Nance Creek where it crosses the right-of-way.  

In addition, the power line crew has minimized project traffic and congestion along the Paradise Memorial trailway by limiting the number of vehicles parked on-site.  Workers have been parking at the PG&E Co. facility on Elliot Road and carpooling to the trailway.  Project parking at the substation has been confined to the designated parking area on the north side of the station or within the fenced yard. Dump truck trips have been scheduled in such a way to minimize the number of trips required to remove the excavation spoil.  

Also, foundation holes have been covered with 13/8-inch plywood with spoil placed around the sides and orange cones have also been used to mark covered holes that could be in the path of vehicle or pedestrian traffic along wildland areas.

Mitigation measures highlighted during this reporting period are as follows:

Applicant Proposed Measures 14-5.  While working along the Paradise Memorial Trailway, crews have been making a diligent effort to keep the path clean and open to the public.  Leaf blowers have been used to keep the path free of wood chips and brooms are used to clean off any dirt or mud.  This has been a continuous effort that occurs throughout the day.  In addition to signs indicating tree-trimming ahead, a PG&E Co. representative has been on-site to escort the public through the area to ensure their safety and inform them that the path would remain open during clearing operations.

Mitigation Measure XIII-1. Trailway pavement damage has been minimized by walking the auger along the side of the trailway, straddling the auger over the trialway, and crossing the paved surface on 1 ¾ inch plywood.  While waiting for auger repairs, the power line crew has spent a significant amount of time maintaining the Trailway, including cleaning the path, patching cracks in the asphalt surface, and repairing ruts in the soil between the Trailway path and the edge of the right-of-way.

Applicant Proposed Measures 4-1, 6-2, 6-3, 9-2, and 14-1 and Mitigation Measure V-I: Each member working on the project has attended an environmental compliance orientation. The following table provides a list of crews who have received environmental training to date.

	Date
	Crew
	No. Trained
	Type of Training

	01/02/01
	Substation
	3
	Environmental Orientation

	01/05/01
	Substation
	3
	Environmental Orientation

	01/08/01
	Vegetative Clearing
	14
	Environmental Orientation

	01/21/01
	Power line
	6
	Environmental Orientation

	04/30/01
	Foundation
	6
	Environmental Orientation

	06/26/01
	Foundation
	1
	Environmental Orientation

	07/17/01
	Foundation
	4
	Environmental Orientation


An environmental training session was provided on July 17 for four new project personnel that began work on the foundation crew this period.  The training focused on the requirements of the Mitigated Negative Declaration. Each participant was provided a three page training handout that summarizes project requirements.  Additional environmental orientations and briefings will be provided whenever new workers start on the project. 

Additional Notes and Issues

PG&E Co.’s Project Manager, Community and Government Affairs Representative, Restoration Specialist, and Environmental Inspector met with the Town of Paradise on July 17 at the Town’s office to discuss restoration of the Paradise Memorial Trailway.  The Trailway is one of the primary routes for students walking to and from the high school. 

All parties agreed that the best way to minimize vandalism of newly planted trees would be to educate the community.  Several options for conveying a message were discussed, including holding an assembly at the high school and getting the community involved in the plantings.  At this time, tree planting is scheduled for the late fall or early winter of 2001.  PG&E Co. will continue to coordinate with the Town of Paradise and Paradise High School to develop appropriate programs to stress the importance of protecting the trees.

Measures Completed to Date

MM 5-3:
Preparation of Amphibian Habitat Assessment

MM 5-8:
Survey for pallid bat roosts

MM 5-5:
Preparation of Vegetation Management, Erosion Control and Restoration Plan

MM 6-4, V-2, and MM 5-10:
Surveys for laydown area on Neal Road

V-1:

Cultural Resources Training for Project Workers

MM 9-2:
Hazardous Substances and Control Training for Project Workers

Project Memoranda and Non-Compliance Reports

No Project Memoranda or Non-Compliance Reports were issued during the period of June 30 and July 26.

Key to Photos

Photo 1: Facing north from Elliot Road.  Forms have been removed from the poured concrete, foundation is on the east side of Elliot Road.

Photo 2: Facing south, towards Elliot road in background.  Same location as previous photo.

Photo 3: Facing north, Skyway is in the background.  Second pole location south of Neal Road.  Hole is secured with plywood.

Photo 4: Facing north, eastside of Skyway (road is on top of grade to the left of the photo).  Between the first and second pole locations south of Neal Road.

Photo 5: Facing south, first pole location south of Neal Road.

Photo 6: Facing east, cross country ROW “Approved Access” between Skyway (northbound) and Neal Road.  Skyway is approximately 50 feet behind this photo.

Photo 7: Facing north, from cross country ROW.  “No Project Access”.  Very fine red dust was noted on the ROW.  However, winds were very low and dust was not disturbed. 

Photo 8: Facing east, cross country ROW.  

Photo 9: Facing east, secured hole on the west side of Skyway Boulevard (northbound).  Cross country ROW entrance is on the other side of Skyway Boulevard.

Photo 10: Casing and auger bit stored in the Neal Road Yard (east side of Neal Road).  The stone spread throughout the yard has been observed to keep down dust on days with strong wind.

Photo 11: PG&E Co. heavy construction equipment stored in a yard on the west side of Neal Road.
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