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The following descriptions of compliance and monitoring activities for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project are from project summary reports supplied to Aspen Environmental Group by PG&E Co and personal communication between Matt Fagundes and Roxann Hall, Project Manager for PG&E Co.  

Summary

This Mitigation Monitoring Report provides a general update of construction activities associated with the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project.  It also describes mitigation measures that have been implemented to date in accordance with the Project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration.  This report represents all activities from June 4, 2001 to June 29, 2001.  

Work conducted during this time period was primarily associated with augering activities along the transmission line right-of-way, and tree trimming and removal operations along the southern portion of the transmission line right-of-way.  

Construction Activities

Power Line Construction
The power line crew completed drilling foundation holes adjacent to Skyway between Neal Road and Princeton Way the week of June 2 and began work on the median between the westbound and eastbound lanes of Skyway.  Construction equipment on the medium was limited to a pick-up truck, rubber-tired backhoe, and a wheel-digger (truck-mounted auger), which were parked on the right-of-way away from traffic.  Orange safety cones were placed along the shoulder of the road to alert traffic of the active construction equipment.  An additional auger (track-mounted) was delivered to the median job-site to provide backup for the other auger and increase productivity by having two augers working simultaneously. 

The power line crew worked along Skyway between the Skyway Lodge Motel and Crossroads during the week of June 11.  The pole foundation hole directly behind the Skyway Lodge Motel was completed and covered with plywood, and drilling started on the next hole towards Crossroads. This work was conducted off the Skyway road shoulder and lane closure was not required.  Although two augers worked concurrently, the crew remained the same size, splitting up as necessary to operate at multiple sites.  The crew continued to carpool to the project site and used one company pick-up truck for the two sites.  

The foundation pouring crew re-mobilized and resumed work on building foundation rebar cages at the Neal Road yard during the week of June 11.  Work for the foundation pouring crew during the month of June is/will be limited to building cages at the Neal Road yard.  Foundation pouring activities are scheduled to begin in mid-July.

During the week of June 18, the power line crew worked on drilling foundation holes from Cross Road to the cross-country portion of the route south of Skyway.  Four holes were augered from Cross Road to the point where the transmission line right-of-way leaves Skyway.  The first three holes south of Skyway were also completed during this week.  The area south of the northernmost tributary to Nance Creek was reached by utilizing the existing access road off Skyway.  No equipment or vehicles crossed the creek.  The foundation crew also began augering foundation holes this week between the Skyway Lodge Motel and Cross Road.  Similar to the power line crew, the foundation crew has a track-mounted auger, rubber-tired backhoe, dump truck (when necessary), and a company pick-up truck.  This crew is made up of four workers (these workers are not new to the project, they were previously working in the yard building rebar cages).

The power line crew completed drilling foundation holes from the tributary to Nance Creek to Skyway during the week of June 25.  Next month the power line crew will work on the two remaining holes to be drilled between Cross Road and the location where the line crosses Skyway.  Also, anchor bolt patterns arrived this week for approximately half of the poles, which allowed the foundation crew to begin work on setting the rebar cages and bolt patterns.  The crew consists of 4 workers, a rubber-tired crane, 2 one-ton panel trucks, and a company pick-up truck.  They completed setting cages and bolts for the two holes north of Princeton Way.  Pouring the cement foundations will likely occur next month after 2 to 5 cages have been set.  Once these holes have been completed, the crew will move to the second crossing of Neal Road.  

Vegetation Clearing
The vegetation clearing crew returned to the project site the week of June 18 to complete tree trimming and removal activities at the southern end of the project right-of-way.  PG&E Co.’s Biologist and Senior Forester have coordinated to ensure that before any trees are trimmed or removed they are first surveyed for nesting birds, pursuant to Mitigation Measure IV-1.  Nesting birds were not discovered during the surveys.  If nesting birds were found in the trees proposed to be removed or trimmed, appropriate measures would have been implemented to reduce impacts to the nesting birds.  Approximately 20 additional trees were removed or trimmed.  The crew chipped trees that had been cut down by hand between the two creeks. These trees were cut by hand because the area could not be accessed with equipment at the time the work was being conducted.   To conduct this work, the crew utilized the existing access road and pulled a chipper with a pick-up truck to the area between the two creeks to complete the work.  PG&E Co. anticipates that this work complete all vegetation removal activities until the post-construction final walk-through is conducted to ensure that no branches are near the transmission lines and that they do not pose any sort of safety hazard.

Paradise Substation Upgrades 

Work at the substation is not scheduled until September, although work may be intermittent throughout this period depending on equipment arrival, clearances, and other construction issues.  Generally, two workers have been on-site during the month of June to work in the control room.

Mitigation Highlights

Although not required by specific mitigation measures, several signs have been posted along the power line route to inform construction workers of project requirements.  These signs include: signs posted at the substation to identify approved parking areas; “No Project Access” signs on both sides of each tributary to Nance Creek where it crosses the right-of-way.  

In addition, the power line crew has minimized project traffic and congestion along the Paradise Memorial trailway by limiting the number of vehicles parked on-site.  Workers have been parking at the PG&E Co. facility on Elliot Road and carpooling to the trailway.  Project parking at the substation has been confined to the designated parking area on the north side of the station or within the fenced yard. Dump truck trips have been scheduled in such a way to minimize the number of trips required to remove the excavation spoil.  

Also, foundation holes have been covered with 13/8-inch plywood with spoil placed around the sides. This past week, the crew visited each hole to ensure that there were no gaps between the plywood and the hole. The plywood over hole location 20 was realigned after the excavator had bumped it and caused a gap between the ground surface and the plywood.  

Mitigation measures highlighted during this reporting period are as follows:

Mitigation Measure IV-1.   Prior to the removal of approximately 20 additional trees in the southern portion of the project right-of-way, PG&E Co.’s biologist surveyed the trees for nesting birds during the week of June 18.  Trees marked for trimming or removal and trees adjacent to the trees marked for trimming or removal were surveyed and no nesting birds were identified.  PG&E Co.’s biologist and PG&E Co.’s clearing supervisor are working closely to ensure that work only occurs in areas that have been surveyed for nesting birds.  If more vegetation removal is necessary in areas that have not been recently surveyed for nesting birds, such surveys will be completed. If nesting birds are found, appropriate measures will be implemented to minimize impacts to them.

Applicant Proposed Measure 14-5.  PG&E Co. has notified the Town of Paradise of work along Skyway, as well as placing orange safety cones at the edge of the road to caution traffic.

Applicant Proposed Measure 5-3.  Even though it is anticipated that PG&E Co. will not be affecting either of the tributaries to Nance Creek (see Addition Notes and Issues discussion below), as a precaution surveys were also conducted for special status amphibians during prior to work in this area.  The results of the survey indicated that the work would not cause potentially significant impacts to amphibians (see attachment for letter from LSA Associates to PG&E Co. describing results of the pre-construction survey). 

Applicant Proposed Measure 5-11. Impacts to the two tributaries to Nance Creek have been avoided by using the access road off Skyway to access the pole locations between the two creeks.

Applicant Proposed Measure 9-1.  Minor grading was required in order to access pole location 3/41, which is located on a sideslope.  A temporary road, approximately 15 feet wide and 100 feet long, was constructed within the project’s right-of-way to allow a safe working surface for the auger.  This location is within the area that was previously disturbed by unrelated heavy equipment activity during the fall.  Three waterbars were installed across the slope to minimize erosion by reducing the velocity of water traveling down the slope and diverting runoff to a more stable, well vegetated area.

Applicant Proposed Measure 9-2. The Spill Prevention, Countermeasure, and Control Plan (SPCC) has been revised to reflect changes to the Paradise Substation. This document remains onsite and is located in the control room at the substation.

Applicant Proposed Measures 4-1, 6-2, 6-3, 9-2, and 14-1 and Mitigation Measure V-I: Each member working on the project has attended an environmental compliance orientation. The following table provides a list of crews who have received environmental training to date.

	Date
	Crew
	Number Trained
	Type of Training

	01/02/01
	Substation
	3
	Environmental Orientation

	01/05/01
	Substation
	3
	Environmental Orientation

	01/08/01
	Vegetative Clearing
	14
	Environmental Orientation

	01/21/01
	Power line
	6
	Environmental Orientation

	04/30/01
	Foundation
	6
	Environmental Orientation

	06/26/01
	Foundation
	1
	Environmental Orientation


An environmental training session was provided for one new project personnel that began work on the foundation crew this period. Additional environmental orientations and briefings will be provided whenever new workers start on the project. 

Additional Notes and Issues

Even though PG&E Co. does not anticipate sedimentation off of the right-of-way or into any sensitive resources as a result of construction, strawbales have been stockpiled at the PG&E yard on Elliot Road to be utilized for erosion control if necessary. Exclusion ribbon has been installed parallel with the right-of-way and around the rose bushes below the Skyway Lodge Motel to keep construction activities from damaging the plants. The ribbon was installed by the landowner. 

Landowner permission was granted to use an existing dirt road across the Levine property, which provides access to the right-of-way between the two tributaries to Nance Creek, eliminating the need to cross either of these waterbodies.  The road originates approximately 50 feet north of the “Welcome to Paradise” sign and terminates on the right-of-way, between the two tributaries.  It is a well-defined dirt road, ranging from 15 to 30 feet wide, and does not cross any sensitive resources.  “Approved Project Access” signs have been posted at both ends of the access road and the “No Project Access” signs will remain on both sides of each creek tributary.

PG&E Co. has coordinated with the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) regarding access to this area.  CDFG has stated that crossing of the northern tributary with rubber-tired vehicles would not require a permit since they consider this crossing a designated road.  Despite these conversations, PG&E Co. does not intend to cross the creek with rubber-tired vehicles or equipment unless it is completely dry at the time of crossing, and instead will use the access road off Skyway to access the right-of-way between the tributaries.

Recent reports from the two local nurseries that are growing the native trees for restoration efforts along the Paradise Memorial Trailway indicate that propagation continues to be successful and that the saplings have been transferred to containers.  Assuming there are no major mortalities, there will be a sufficient number of native trees to meet the planting plan approved by the Town of Paradise. 

As a follow up to January’s reconnaissance level field survey for yellow star-thistle, related to Applicant Proposed Measure 5-5, there does not appear to be a break in yellow star-thistle population along the project route where it would be ideal for setting-up an equipment cleaning station. Additionally, since the wildlands crossed by the project have the greatest density of star-thistle along the route, it would not be practical to wash equipment before entering them. However, PG&E Co. has designated a high-pressure washer for the project that can be used to clean equipment as it leaves the jobsite and help prevent the spread of noxious weeds to other counties or areas that may not be infested.

The tracked mounted auger was walked from Cross Road to the right-of-way.  The area traversed was north of the project’s right-of-way and consisted of an undeveloped, rocky grass field. The auger was also moved from pole 2/35 to 2/37 through the field, north of the right-of-way.  The incident did not result in damage to any sensitive resources and minimal impact occurred to the grassy vegetation. An environmental tailgate training session was held to review and discuss project requirements and to ensure that future construction activities remain within the project’s right-of-way.
Measures Completed to Date

MM 5-1
Perform Botany Surveys

MM 5-3:
Preparation of Amphibian Habitat Assessment

MM 5-7:
Submit Vegetation Management Plan

MM 5-8:
Survey for pallid bat roosts

MM 6-1:
Submit Pole Location Design to CPUC

MM 6-4, V-2, and MM 5-10:
Surveys for laydown area on Neal Road

MM 7-1:
Surveys to locate underground and overhead utilities

XIII-1:

Address Town of Paradise concerns regarding the Trailway

V-1:

Cultural Resources Training for Project Workers

MM 8-1:
Submit letter to CPUC describing area of potential geologic concern

MM 9-1:
Submit an Erosion Control Plan

MM 9-2:
Hazardous Substances and Control Training for Project Workers

MM 10-1:
Provide Advance Notice for CPUC review and comment

MM 11-7:
Meet noise design specifications

MM 15-5:
Preparation of a Power Line Vegetation Clearing Plan

Project Memoranda and Non-Compliance Reports

No Project Memoranda or Non-Compliance Reports were issued during the period of June 5 to June 29.

Attachment:

Letter dated July 18, 2001, to PG&E Co. from LSA Associates Inc. describing results of Pre-Construction Herpetological Survey at Sites 3 and 4 along the Paradise Reinforcement Project Alignment.

cc:  
S. Lee; File (1224)

August, 2001
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