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Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 10

Project Memorandum  

Paradise Area Reinforcement Project
To:
Roosevelt Grant, CPUC

From:
Matt Fagundes, Deputy Project Manager

Date:
December 6, 2001

Re: 
Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 10: November 3 – November 30, 2001

The following descriptions of compliance and monitoring activities for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project are from project summary reports supplied to Aspen Environmental Group (Aspen) by PG&E Co. (PG&E) and personal communications between Matt Fagundes of Aspen and Armen Keochekian of Essex Environmental (PG&E Environmental Inspector).  

Summary

This Mitigation Monitoring Report provides a general update of construction activities associated with the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project.  It also describes mitigation measures that have been implemented to date in accordance with the Project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration.  More detailed mitigation compliance information is in the accompanying table prepared by PG&E.  This table is updated on a monthly basis, with completed items indicated with asterisks.  This report represents all activities from November 3, 2001 to November 30, 2001.  

Work conducted during this time period was primarily associated with installing tubular steel poles along the power line route right-of-way and substation upgrade activities.  

Construction Activities

Power Line Construction
Pole installation was completed this month for each of the five segments along the project route.  All poles (some without arms) were installed onto their foundations by mid month.  The rest of the month was dedicated to finish installing the arms on the poles and preparation associated with stringing the lines.  While one crew worked on installing arms, steps, and other hardware on the poles, another crew worked on installing rider structures at the road crossings and other preparations for stringing the lines.  For the most part, this work could be completed with equipment working from the pavement.  During the recent wet weather, bucket trucks and/or cranes have been parked on paved surfaces and extended over saturated soils to install the poles and arms.  This technique has substantially minimized soil disturbance and mud tracked onto public roads.  Mud inadvertently tracked onto roads has been removed using flat head shovels and brooms.  

Work scheduled for the beginning of next month will focus on preparations for stringing the sock line.  The sock line will be installed using a helicopter, which will significantly reduce the time required to string the line, as well as reduce the amount of soil disturbance and impacts to the Trailway.  Helicopter operations associated with stringing the sock line are tentatively scheduled for December 17, 2001.

Paradise Substation Upgrades 

Substation upgrades continued this month with a crew of 5 to 8 workers installing banks, transformers and performing indoor electrical work.  All activities have been limited to the fenced substation yard and within PG&E’s property. 

Mitigation Highlights

Applicant Proposed Measure 5-1 and 5-3.  PG&E’s biologist completed surveys at each of the three pull-sites for special status plants and amphibians and no suitable habitat was found (see Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 9 for additional details about the pull-sites).  These results are consistent with pre-construction surveys for the same areas.

Applicant Proposed Measure 9-1.  PG&E’s erosion control and restoration contractor mobilized to the jobsite on Tuesday, November 6 to install temporary erosion control structures along the project route.  Erosion control measures, including straw bales, straw waddles, and silt fence were installed to prevent erosion and sedimentation of the following areas:

· Adjacent to waterbodies;

· Highly erodible slopes;

· Storm drains; and 

· Areas susceptible to off right-of-way sedimentation.

The contractor completed installation of erosion control for a number of areas within the Town of Paradise and Butte County during the week of November 12.  Additional erosion control measures will be implemented, as needed, to minimize erosion and prevent sedimentation off the project right-of-way or to sensitive resources.  

PG&E Environmental Inspector’s (Steve Stielstra and Armen Keochekian) met with the Town of Paradise during the week of November 26 to address concerns the Town may have regarding winter stabilization.  The Town did not have additional concerns other than the importance of keeping the storm drains clear of debris and silt.  The inspectors also inspected the erosion control structures that had been installed along the project route.  No significant erosion or sedimentation problems were noted.  Extra erosion control materials such as straw bales and silt fence have been stockpiled at PG&E’s Neal Road yard in the event that the materials are needed suddenly during an emergency situation.

Additional Notes and Issues

Non-project related construction began during the week of November 12 on the vacant lot adjacent to Crossroads and Skyway.  PG&E has reported that this work has resulted in increased disturbance both on and off the project’s right-of-way. 

Measures Completed to Date

MM 5-3:
Preparation of Amphibian Habitat Assessment

MM 5-8:
Survey for pallid bat roosts

MM 5-5:
Preparation of Vegetation Management, Erosion Control and Restoration Plan

MM 6-4, V-2, and MM 5-10:
Surveys for laydown area on Neal Road

V-1:

Cultural Resources Training for Project Workers

MM 9-2:
Hazardous Substances and Control Training for Project Workers

Project Memoranda and Non-Compliance Reports

No Project Memoranda or Non-Compliance Reports were issued during the period of November 3 to November 30.

Attachment:

PG&E’s Paradise Mitigation Database Table (updated Monday, December 3, 2001).
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