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Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 9

Project Memorandum  
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Roosevelt Grant, CPUC
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Matt Fagundes, Deputy Project Manager
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November 8, 2001

Re: 
Mitigation Monitoring Report No. 9: October 6 – November 2, 2001

The following descriptions of compliance and monitoring activities for the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project are from project summary reports supplied to Aspen Environmental Group (Aspen) by PG&E Co. (PG&E), a site inspection conducted by Aspen on November 1, and personal communications between Matt Fagundes of Aspen and Roxann Hall of PG&E and Armen Keochekian of Essex Environmental (PG&E Environmental Inspector).  

Summary

This Mitigation Monitoring Report provides a general update of construction activities associated with the Paradise Area Reinforcement Project.  It also describes mitigation measures that have been implemented to date in accordance with the Project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration.  More detailed mitigation compliance information is in the accompanying table prepared by PG&E.  This table is updated on a monthly basis, with completed items indicated with asterisks.  This report represents all activities from October 6, 2001 to November 2, 2001.  

Work conducted during this time period was primarily associated with pouring concrete for the pole foundations, installing tubular steel poles along the power line route right-of-way, and activities and substation upgrade activities.  

Construction Activities

Power Line Construction
PG&E completed all work associated with pouring concrete for the pole foundations by the week of October 22.  All of the foundation anchor bolts have been set for each of the 62 steel tubular pole locations.  Several of the holes along the Paradise Memorial Trailway required minor dewatering prior to pouring the cement.  In each case, the water was pumped into vegetated areas within the project’s right-of-way.  PG&E’s Environmental Inspector did not note off right-of-way runoff during dewatering operations.  In addition, there were instances during foundation pouring where cement overflowed over the forms.  In each instance, the relatively small amount of overflowed cement (generally less than 1 cubic foot) was immediately contained onsite using small earthen berms.  Once the concrete hardened, it was moved off site.

PG&E began installing the poles the week of October 29 at various locations along the project route with a crew of four workers.  The pole installation crew utilizes a pick-up truck, a panel truck, and a rubber-tired crane.  As of November 2, PG&E has completed installing poles along Segment 1 (southern most portion of the project) and Segment 3 (the cross country portion of the route that parallels the existing Centerville-Table Mountain-Oroville 60 kV line between Skyway and Neal Road).  The crew is currently installing poles at Segment 2 (the portion of the route along Neal Road) and Segment 5 (the portion of the route along the Paradise Memorial Trialway).  As of November 2, 19 poles have been installed.  

PG&E anticipates that all 62 poles will be installed by late November and that activities associated with installation of the conductor (power line) will be complete by late January, which will signify the end of the construction phase of the project.

Paradise Substation Upgrades 

Construction activities associated with upgrades to the Paradise Substation continued this period with a crew of 5 to 8 workers.  PG&E estimates that approximately 75 percent of the indoor work is complete. Work that still remains includes telecommunication installation, breaker installation, testing, and energizing the banks.  As of November 2, all substation construction activities have been limited to the fenced substation yard and within PG&E’s property. 

Mitigation Highlights

The mitigation measures highlighted during this reporting period is as follows:

Applicant Proposed Measures 4-1, 6-2, 6-3, 9-2, and 14-1 and Mitigation Measure V-I: Each member working on the project has attended an environmental compliance orientation. The following table provides a list of crews who have received environmental training to date.

	Date
	Crew
	No. Trained
	Type of Training

	01/02/01
	Substation
	3
	Environmental Orientation

	01/05/01
	Substation
	3
	Environmental Orientation

	01/08/01
	Vegetative Clearing
	14
	Environmental Orientation

	01/21/01
	Power line
	6
	Environmental Orientation

	04/30/01
	Foundation
	6
	Environmental Orientation

	06/26/01
	Foundation
	1
	Environmental Orientation

	07/17/01
	Foundation
	4
	Environmental Orientation

	09/12/01
	Foundation
	1
	Environmental Orientation

	11/02/01
	Pole Installation
	21
	Environmental Orientation


On November 2, PG&E’s Environmental Inspector trained 21 new project personnel that will be working on stringing the power line. The training focused on the mitigation measures contained in the project’s Mitigated Negative Declaration as well as special construction measures to be implemented during wet weather conditions to minimize erosion and control sedimentation (see Attachment A).  Measures for minimizing the amount of mud tracked onto roads were also addressed.  Additional environmental orientations and briefings will be provided whenever new workers start on the project. 

Additional Notes and Issues

PG&E has hired Circuit Rider (restoration contractor) to install additional temporary erosion control measures in anticipation of the rainy season. Circuit Rider will install erosion control structures where there is the potential for off right-of-way sedimentation to streams, drainages, roads, or other sensitive resources.  Erosion control structures will be maintained by PG&E and inspected by PG&E’s Environmental Inspector.

PG&E’s permit specialist has coordinating with the Town of Paradise and Butte County to obtain traffic permits required for the current phase of construction (pole installation).  Although this phase does not require road closures, the crane used to install the poles is a very slow moving piece of equipment that may need to be driven on public roads to access pole locations.

PG&E has indicated that several acts of vandalism occurred during the week of October 26 at various locations along the project route.  These incidences include:

· An ice chest full of dead fish was dumped onto the trailway adjacent to pole 9 on the southern most segment of the route.  The construction crew was actively working in the area when the incident occurred; however, they were not at the site when the fish was dumped.

· Someone moved a pole arm (a cross member of a pole weighing approximately 200 lbs.) and laid it across the trailway.  PG&E’s crew moved the arm back to its original location, out of the way of foot and bike traffic.

· An unknown party cut the fence along Neal Road and dumped a load of trash adjacent to pole 58 on the southern most segment of the route.  PG&E’s crew picked-up the trash, placed it in a dump truck, and hauled it to a licensed facility.

The project area received approximately an inch of precipitation during the week of October 21, but not enough to saturate soils or cause significant erosion of non-pavement areas.  All mud tracked onto roadways was immediately cleaned with flat-head shovels and brooms.

PG&E’s biologist, Environmental Inspector, field engineer, and line foreman met at the site of the elderberry plant to consider protective measures during stringing.  The plant will be protected during stringing operations with a rider structure that will consist of an H-frame on each side of the plant.  Additionally, netting will be installed above the plants to protect them from a sagging or broken line.

PG&E’s biologist surveyed the three proposed pull-sites for special status plants and other biological concerns.  These sites will need to accommodate a 65-foot long trailer used for pulling the line through the conductors.  Each site is within the existing project right-of-way.  The locations for these sites are provided below:

· Pull-site 1: Approximately 100 feet east of pole 1 in Segment 5 (along the trailway, adjacent to Paradise Substation);

· Pull-site 2: Approximately 100 feet west of pole 38 in Segment 4 (within the roadway median of Skyway in previously disturbed land); and 

· Pull-site 3: This site is located at the southernmost end of the project route adjacent to pole 62 in Segment 1.

Measures Completed to Date

MM 5-3:
Preparation of Amphibian Habitat Assessment

MM 5-8:
Survey for pallid bat roosts

MM 5-5:
Preparation of Vegetation Management, Erosion Control and Restoration Plan

MM 6-4, V-2, and MM 5-10:
Surveys for laydown area on Neal Road

V-1:

Cultural Resources Training for Project Workers

MM 9-2:
Hazardous Substances and Control Training for Project Workers

Project Memoranda and Non-Compliance Reports

No Project Memoranda or Non-Compliance Reports were issued during the period of October 6 to November 2.

Attachments:

A.
Wet Weather Construction Management Plan (distributed to participants of PG&E’s environmental training on November 2).

B.
Photos documenting the 11/1/01 site inspection.

C.
PG&E’s Paradise Mitigation Database Table (updated Friday October 26, 2001).

cc:  
S. Lee; File (1224)

Key to Photos

Photo 1: Facing north, towards Neal Road: poles 60 and 59

Photo 2: Facing south: base of pole 59

Photo 3: Facing north: base of pole 58, north side of Neal Road

Photo 4: Facing north: top of pole 58, north side of Neal Road

Photo 5: Facing north: poles on site about to be installed just south of PG&E’s Neal Road Yard, north side of Neal Road

Photo 6: Facing south: Neal Road Yard, east side of Neal Road.  No workers present in yard.

Photo 7: Facing north: crane at pole 45 location.

Photo 8: Facing north: workers installing pole 45.

Photo 9: Facing south: workers installing pole 45.

Photo 10: Facing south: workers installing pole 45.

Photo 11: Facing south: workers cleaning dirt off Neal Road deposited by the crane minutes earlier.
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