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California Public Utilities Commission Fact Sheet  
Regarding the Public Process in the Alpine Area  

for the Sunrise Powerlink Project  
 

Introduction 

This fact sheet summarizes past notification and consideration of alternative routes in the Town of Alpine 

for the Sunrise Powerlink Project. Commenters from the community are also listed. The 6.2-mile seg-

ment of the CPUC-approved route that crosses through the Alpine area is entirely underground and is 

considered to be from the overhead-to-underground transition along Star Valley Road south of Alpine 

Boulevard to the underground-to-overhead transition on the north side of Interstate 8 (I-8). This 

underground portion of the route in Alpine Boulevard is named “Segment 15” in SDG&E’s construc-

tion plans and it is considered to be from MP 92.8 to MP 99.0 of the CPUC-approved route. This fact 

sheet can be found electronically on the Sunrise Powerlink Project website noted below. If you would 

like to receive this fact sheet via email, please email sunrise@aspeneg.com.  

Alternatives Development in the Alpine Community 

Over 100 alternatives were considered in the Alternatives Screening Report, which is included as Appen-

dix 1 to the Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS). The Interstate 8 

Alternative, an alternative that would generally follow I-8 and would pass through the Town of Alpine, 

was developed in response to numerous public and agency comments requesting consideration of use of 

the existing linear corridor in which I-8 is located, rather than creating a new major linear transmission 

corridor in less developed areas (especially Anza-Borrego Desert State Park). This alternative, which 

included underground construction in Alpine Boulevard, was published in the Notice of Second Round 

of Scoping on Alternatives in January 2007.  Another notice regarding conclusions about what would be 

carried forward for full analysis in the EIR/EIS was published in March 2007. 

During the alternatives development process and in response to scoping, the Interstate 8 Alternative was 

refined to avoid sensitive land uses, constraints, and other infeasible areas, and while doing so, various 

routes throughout the Alpine area were considered. The CPUC looked at several different options, includ-

ing the Route D Alternative, which would diverge from I-8 Alternative east of Alpine to head north 

through the Boulder Creek Valley on Cleveland National Forest. However, the U.S. Forest Service, in its 

comments on the Draft EIR/EIS, indicated that it would not accept a Special Use Permit application for 

the Route D Alternative. In addition, other options were considered throughout the Alpine area, how-

ever, beginning east of the Viejas Reservation it was determined that an overhead transmission line can 

no longer follow the I-8 corridor, because residential development along both north and south sides of 

the freeway becomes dense and continuous into the San Diego area. All of the alternative routes consid-

ered in the area that would avoid underground in Alpine Boulevard included long segments of under-

ground installation and none reduced the severity of impacts without creating other significant impacts 

of their own. Therefore, they were eliminated after preliminary screening and were not incorporated 

into the Interstate 8 Alternative route.  

The Star Valley Option was developed in the Draft EIR/EIS based on comments from landowners, and 

SDG&E developed the Star Valley Option Revision in the Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft 

EIS (RDEIR/SDEIS), both of these alternative routes would reduce the length of underground construc-

tion in Alpine Boulevard. The Interstate 8 Alternative, which would retain the entire Interstate 8 Alter-

native segment underground in Alpine Boulevard, was found to be environmentally superior to the Star 
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Valley Option and Revision in the RDEIR/SDEIS and the Final EIR/EIS. However, after publication of 

the Final EIR/EIS, the U.S. Forest Service selected the Star Valley Option Revision as its preferred 

route in this area, due to reduced visual impacts and less extensive road system requirements. Incorpo-

ration of the Star Valley Option Revision into the approved route has resulted in 2.5 fewer miles of 

underground construction in Alpine Boulevard. All project documents, including this fact sheet, can be 

found on the CPUC’s project website at:  

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/sunrise.htm. 

Notice of Second Round of Scoping on Alternatives and Alternatives Considered. After the first round 

of scoping in October 2006, on January 22, 2007, the CPUC mailed a notice announcing a second 

scoping period and describing the 30 alternatives that were presented with preliminary recommenda-

tions for detailed EIR/EIS analysis as well as the remaining approximately 70 alternatives recommended 

for elimination from detailed analysis. An additional eight public scoping meetings were held, including one 

in Alpine on February 7, 2007. Based on all of the feedback received from the public and agencies, along 

with additional research done by the EIR/EIS team, the CPUC and United States Department of the 

Interior Bureau of Land Management (BLM) made final decisions on the alternatives that were fully ana-

lyzed and the alternatives that were eliminated from full consideration in the EIR/EIS. Those decisions were 

presented in an Alternatives Determination Notice that was mailed on March 16, 2007. 

The following alternatives and reroutes were carried forward for full analysis in the Draft EIR/EIS and 

the RDEIR/SDEIS in the vicinity of Alpine: 

 Interstate 8 Alternative (Draft EIR/EIS, Section E.1) 

 Route D Alternative (Draft EIR/EIS, Section E.3) 

 Star Valley Option (Draft EIR/EIS, Section E.4.1.3) 

 Star Valley Option Revision (RDEIR/SDEIS, Section 3.3.8 

Besides just the Proposed Project, other alternatives were also considered that would avoid the Town of 

Alpine, such as the non-wires alternatives, the LEAPS Alternatives and the Northern Alternatives. The 

New In-Area All-Source Generation Alternative, New In-Area Renewable Generation Alternative, and the 

LEAPS Transmission-Only Alternative were all found to be overall environmentally superior to the Final 

Environmentally Superior Southern Route Alternative, which passes through the Alpine area (see 

Executive Summary, Section ES.2.1 in the Final EIR/EIS). 

Project Notification 

Mailing List. The EIR/EIS informational mailing list includes property owners within 300 feet of the Pro-

posed Project and all alternative routes, as well as groups and individuals the EIR/EIS team identified or 

who identified themselves to be stakeholders. In addition, all attendees at scoping meetings, informational 

workshops, and commenters on the Draft EIR/EIS or RDEIR/SDEIS were added to the mailing list. The 

mailing list includes all individuals on the CPUC’s proceeding service list for the project application as 

well. 

Within the Alpine community, all property owners within 300 feet of the Interstate 8 Alternative, Star Valley 

Option and Star Valley Option Revision were included on the mailing list. The mailing list at the end of 

this fact sheet (sorted by name) indicates which notices and documents were received by each individual 

in the Alpine community related to the following informational mailings:1  

                                              
1
  In the electronic version, by clicking on the title of each notice in the list, you will be directed to a copy of the indi-

vidual notice on the CPUC’s Sunrise Powerlink Project website. The home page for the website is: 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/sunrise.htm.  
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 Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Joint EIR/EIS for the Proposed Sunrise Powerlink Project 

(September 15, 2006).  

 Notice of Availability (NOA) of the Scoping Report, Part One (November 2006) 

 Notice of Second Round of Scoping on Alternatives (January 2007) 

 Notice of Availability of the Scoping Report, Part Two (March 2007) 

 Notice Regarding Conclusions on EIR/EIS Alternatives (March 2007) 

 Notice Regarding an Additional EIR/EIS Alternative (May 2007) 

 Notice of Availability of the Draft EIR/EIS (January 2008) 

 Postcard Notice of Additional Public Participation Hearings (April 2008) 

 Notice of Availability of the Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS (July 2008) 

 Notice of Availability of the Final EIR/EIS (October 2008) 

There are 528 total entries with an Alpine address in the attached mailing list, but 70 addressees had a 

mailing returned as “undeliverable/unforwardable” at some point, so these individuals are not on the 

current “mailables” list.  

Newspaper Notices. All public notices appeared on the CPUC’s project website at http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/

environment/info/aspen/sunrise/sunrise.htm. Newspaper advertisements appeared in local and regional 

newspapers for the October scoping meetings and for the February meetings as well. As part of outreach 

to Spanish-speaking populations, newspaper advertisements were published in two Spanish-language news-

papers. In addition, newspaper notices, including information on the Draft EIR/EIS and/or the RDEIR/

SDEIS, the project website address, and the dates and times of the Informational Workshops and Public 

Participation Hearings were printed at least once and up to five times in January, April, May and July 

2008 in the following papers: San Diego Union Tribune, Alpine Sun, Enlace, Imperial Valley Press, 

North County Times, Borrego Sun, Adelante Valle, Ramona Sentinel, El Latino, San Diego Business 

Journal, The Valley News, Press Enterprise, and Julian Journal. 

Document Repositories. The Alpine Branch Library was one of the 28 library or office document repositories.  

Commenters from Alpine on Sunrise Powerlink Project 

The following 15 agencies, organizations and people from Alpine commented during the second scoping 

period: 

 Bobby L. Barrett, Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 

 William W. Bock, Save Our Rural Environment 

 Noelle Collins  

 Dan Cummings  

 John W. & Ann C. Francois  

 Edwyna Greenawalt  

 Gustavo C. & Patricia H. Guzman  

 Deirdre Hamlin  

 Charles Hansen  

 Bryon Harrington  

 Lisa Haws, Viejas Band of Kutenai Indians 

 James A. & Leona G. McElligott (estate of Irene L. Schielke) 

 Hon. Will Micklin, Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay Indians 

 Tim & Mona Petersen, Rock Canyon Ranch & Vineyards 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/nop-noi/nop.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/scoping/noa.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/nop2/scoping_notice_2.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/scoping2/noa2.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/alts_decisions_notice.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/addl_alt_may2007.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/deir/00%20DNOA.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/addl_pph_notice.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/rdeir/rdeir/noa.pdf
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/sunrise/feir/000%20fnoa.pdf
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 Robert Pinto Sr., Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay Indians (note: comment received during first 

scoping period) 

Based on a search of the comment responses, the following 13 organizations and people with an address 

in Alpine commented on the Draft EIR/EIS and the RDEIR/SDEIS: 

 Bobby L. Barrett, Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 

 Gary R. & Dorine D. Bradbury / Bard C. Bradbury  

 Raymond Cuero, Viejas Tribal Council 

 Robie Faulkner  

 Daniel & Gloria Harrington Family Trust 

 Charles Jerney  

 Roger W. Jerney  

 Thomas P. & Judith A. Myers  

 Tim & Mona Petersen, Rock Canyon Ranch & Vineyards 

 Randy Rusch  

 David L. & Donna C. Smith  

 Lynn A. Snyder Separate Property Trust 

 C. Dave Stout, Ph.D. 
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