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BORREGO SPRI NGS, CALIFORNI A, MAY 12, 2008 - 1:05 P. MW
ok % x x
ADM NI STRATI VE LAW JUDGE WEI SSMAN: Wth that in
mnd, let's a start with M chael Aguirre, City Attorney
for San Di ego.
STATEMENT OF MR. AGUI RRE
MR. AGUI RRE: Thank you very nuch.

| want to applaud the Comm ssion for its work
in | eading the nation in the essential transition to
renewabl e energy. Each day nmore and nore of our fellow
citizens are comng to recogni ze the preem nent
i mportance of shifting fromfossil fuels to renewabl e
energy, and each day the need to accelerate our efforts
in making the shift becomes more inperative.

Where once the state's mandate for 20-percent
renewabl e by the year 2010 seemed ambitious, 20 percent
by 2010 should now be seen as an essential m nimum

Unfortunately San Diego gas & Electric has
told the Securities and Exchange Comm ssion, quote: | t
is unlikely that it will be able to neet the 2010 goal

As San Diego City Attorney |I'm charged with
enforcing the City's franchi se agreement w th SDG&E.
That agreement requires the utility to be in compliance
with all state |laws, including the Renewable Portfolio
Standard. So, should SDG&E fall out of compliance with
California's renewable law, that failure may well have
implications for the utility's franchise agreenment.

That's a place | hope we do not have to go.
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Whil e the debate about transm ssion projects
i ke Sunrise go through the compl ex and | engthy
consi derations they require, | urge this Conm ssion to
remenmber that power |ines are agnostic. They can carry
dirty fossil-fuel ed generated power just as anything
el se.

| urge you to ensure that SDG&E submts a
utility-scale rooftop-PV project of no |less than 300
megawatts within 60 days.

Thank you for your time.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

"1l encourage you to get the applause out of
your system as we go through the public officials, but
after we finish I am going to have do ask you not to
appl aud. You'll soon find that that will actually erode
t he amount of time avail able for speakers, and we really
do want to make sure that everybody gets a chance to be
hear d.

Wth that, Supervisor -- San Di ego Supervisor
Di anne Jacob.

STATEMENT OF SUPERVI SOR JACOB

MS. JACOB: Thank you very nmuch, Comm ssioners.
And I'm going to try my best to do this in 90
seconds, but it's going to be tough.
| have some new information to present to you,
and I will give you ny wwitten testi nony.

But this afternoon -- and | think it's very
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appropriate because we're here in Borrego Springs --
this area hosted many fire victins that were evacuated
from homes during the 2007 wildfires, and it wasn't the
first time. The same thing happened in 2003 during the

| argest fire disaster in state history, the Cedar fire.

| have a map for you, and again | will pass
out little maps, too.
What you are going to see -- what you're

seeing on this map are the fire boundaries of the 2003
and the 2007 wildfires.

And notice the overlap areas where the fire
burned in '03 and again in '07.

And the white area is the area yet to burn,
and it will burn.

To people who are unfamliar with San Di ego
County, this map is horrifying, but to many of us in the
roomthe map -- this map is our way of life.

Our County is dom nated by a Mediterranean
climate. The areas on this map especially are hone to
dense, drought-adaptive brush that is highly flammable.

Add 70- to 100-m | e-per-hour Santa Ana w nds
to this equation and you get all the ingredients of a
perfect firestorm

The information isn't new. It's been this way
for a century.

And if you go to the environmental docunent,
Section D15, page 1, describes it perfectly: one of the

most fire-prone | andscapes in the worl d.
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Now |l et's take a | ook at SD&&E's Preferred
Route for Sunrise, and you'll see that it goes right
t hrough this area.

The alternative routes don't fare much better
t han that.

In the entire 6,000 page Draft EIR there is
one page that | want to point out to you that | don't
think is has gotten enough attention that rises above
all others in terms of inportance, and that page is in
the Fire and Fuel s Management Section, page D15 through
69. This page describes conmputer nodeling used to
simul ate the inpact of Santa Ana wi nd conditions on the
Sunrise PowerlLink's Preferred Route.

The conmputer simulation exam ned three things:
fire behavior, burn probability, and containment.

Tabl e D15 24 summari zes what | believe are
deadly concl usi ons.

For the Ranchita, San Felipe, Santa Ysabel,
Ranmona, and Poway areas the analysis cane to these
concl usi ons:

Number one, construction and mai ntenance of
the line would significantly increase the probability of
wildfire;

Number two, the line itself would increase the
probability of wildfire; and

Three, the line would reduce the effectiveness
of fire-fighting efforts.

Each of these conclusions will rank from
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Class | to Class IV, Class |V being beneficial for the
| and, Class | meaning cannot be mtigated.

For Ranchita, San Felipe, Santa Ysabel,
Ramona, and Poway the news couldn't be any worse: the
presence of Sunrise would be a Class | threat.

Wth regard to reducing the effectiveness of
the fire fighting, Sunrise would again be a Class |
t hr eat .

And let me repeat, a Class | ranking nmeans the
danger cannot be mtigated.

Comm ssioners, thank you again for being here.

lt's my very strong belief that what SDG&E i s
asking you to approve is the equivalent of walking into
our fire-prone backcountry during Santa Ana w nd
conditions, striking a match, and throwing it on the
ground.

G ven what this region endured in 2003 and
2007, SDG&E's continued push for this line is
unconsci onabl e.

The utility wants you to ganble with human
lives. Pl ease don't do this.

Fire-fighting aircraft cannot make effective
wat er drops over a 500-kV line in high-wind conditions.

Ground attacks cannot be made within 500 feet
of a power-1line conductor.

This is a fire-fighting rule of thumb, and
it's also noted in the Draft Environmental Docunment.

And, indeed, during the '07 Harris fire the

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

5934

exi sting 500-kV Sout hwest Power Line had to be shut down
to protect the safety of crews.

Recently SDG&E has taken to saying that
small er distribution lines, not transm ssion |lines, are
more likely to cause wildfire.

Statistics in the Draft Environmental | nmpact
Report tell a different story.

|f you use SDG&E's own data, the Draft EIR
states that between 2004 and 2006 there were nine fires
touched off by transm ssion lines in SDG&E's service
territory.

Two of those nine fires were caused by heavy
wi nds.

At this time | would point out that the Draft
El R comput er nmodeling software used 50 -- only 50-m | e-
an-hour wi nd conditions to simulation extreme
conditions. Santa Ana's can be tw ce that.

| think it's really, really important to
understand the financial liability that is associ ated
with power lines in fire-prone | andscape.

If you talked to the National Guard in '07, a
Nati onal Guard helicopter clipped a power |ine, touched
off the 61,000 acre Pine fires near Julian.

37 homes were destroyed. Legal cl ains
foll owed that.

At the very least | would beg the Comm ssion
to seek a formal opinion from Cal Fire before it makes a

final determ nation on this |ine.
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If you find you need the line, at | east
underground the whol e thing.

The stakes are simply too high to put above
l[ines in these areas.

| stand opposed to this project.

| do not think it's needed.

| think there are better ways.

Your environmental document points that out.

But, please, if | |leave you with one thing in
your m nds today, please be sensitive to what's in your
own environmental document in terms of the fire risks of
this line. It could be deadly.

Thank you very much.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: And now I nperial County Supervisor
Gary Watt.

And while M. Watt's com ng up, would those
of you with Nos. 1 through 10 please begin lining up on
the wall to the right side of the room

STATEMENT OF SUPERVI SOR WYATT
MR. WYATT: Good afternoon.

|'m Gary Wyatt, Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors for Inperial County, and | thank you for the
opportunity to speak and address you this day on this
very critical i1ssue for Inmperial County.

Our Board has taken a formal action to support
t he Sunrise Powerlink and strongly encourages the CPUC

to approve the project this summer.
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The Board did not take a position in support
or in opposition to any specific route and has requested
the Comm ssioners consider the environnmental and
econom c i nmpacts to our conmmunity and the | nperi al
Irrigation District in its final decision.

The County of Inmperial is commtted to a
cl eaner environment by promoting the use of renewabl e
energy resources that do not produce greenhouse gases.

Today | nmperial County produces over 500
megawatts of clean, renewabl e geothermal energy.

New projects now under construction or being
proposed will significantly increase that total.

The California Energy Comm ssion and ot her
energy experts have stated the Inmperial County has the
renewabl e energy resource potential that exceeds 2000
megawatts of geothermal energy and 30, 000 megawatts of
solar energy in addition to wi nd, biofuels, and other
renewabl e- energy-resource devel opment.

| mperial County is uniquely positioned to
become a world | eader in the devel opment of renewabl e
energy to provide for the needs of surrounding
communities and neighboring electric utilities.

Our County can help the State of California
meet the Renewabl e Portfolio Standard of 20 percent by
2010 as well as achieving the mandates of AB 32 to
reduce greenhouse-gas em ssi ons.

The devel opnent of renewabl e-energy resources

is vital to California and the Inperial Valley's
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econom ¢ future.

This industry will create thousands of quality
j obs and generate mllions of dollars of revenue for our
busi nesses, individual, and vital public services.

These benefits will only be realized if

adequate infrastructure is planned, permtted, and
built.

As you know, unenmployment in |Inperial County
is a major concern, the |largest and the greatest in
California for many years, and the opportunity to create
j obs while improving the environment and meeting
California's renewable policy is a huge opportunity that
your Comm ssion should support and pursue.

The Sunrise Powerlink transm ssion line will
provide a direct interconnection between |nmperial and
San Di ego Counties, transmtting 1,000 negawatts of
renewabl e energy, renewable energy from contracts that
t he CPUC has al ready approved.

The Sunrise Powerlink is the most inmmediate
and vi able solution to export solar, geothermal, and
ot her renewabl e energy fromthe Inperial Valley to the
| oad centers that need cl ean energy.

We ultimately will need to build all the
proposed high-voltage power-line projects that have been
proposed by 11D, SDG&E, and other utilities, but we must
move forward now.

The I nperial Irrigation District has an

extensive transm ssion system capable of connecting many
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of our renewabl e resources, including proposed
geot hermal and sol ar-energy projects to the high-voltage
power gri d.

Furthernore, the District has plans in place
to expand its electric system allowi ng further
renewabl e- energy devel opnment to utilize its power |ines
to interconnect with the new transm ssion projects.

In order to help I D plan for the expansi on of
its transm ssion system |Inmperial County wll actively
oppose any effort to unnecessarily bypass IID s grid.

The County of Inmperial respectfully requests
that the California Public Utilities Comm ssion approve
t he Sunrise Powerl i nk.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Al'l right. W now enter into the no-appl ause
zone part of the presentation, and so, as Deanna Spehn
comes up to the mcrophone, let me rem nd you that there
be will be 90 seconds. You'll have a timer to | ook at.

|f you get to the end and you haven't
finished, I'"Il ask you to please wrap up

And also if you hear speakers in front you,
listen for things that you agree with or disagree, find
ways, where you can, to econom ze your own tinme by
saying "I agree with what some of the speakers have said
about X," and then nmoving onto your next point, and |

think it mght help us all nove through this nore
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qui ckly.
Now Deanna Spehn.
STATEMENT OF MS. SPEHN
MS. SPEHN: Good afternoon.

| am Deanna Spehn.

' m Policy Director for State Senator
Christine Kehoe.

You have her full statement com ng to you now.

| regret | cannot personally appear at your
hearing today, but a floor session has been call ed by
t he Senate which requires my attendance.

| know that the issue before you, assessing
the need for and, if required, determ ning a path for
Sunrise, is not an easy one.

Just a week ago, in a briefing with the |ISO on
the state of the grid in this -- in California, | was
i nformed we nust add at | east 1,000 nmegawatts of
additi onal generation to the grid each year to keep up
with grow ng demand.

During that briefing | was struck by the fact
that a compari son between the nonths of January and July
shows that demand on the grid can nearly double with
extreme tenperatures.

We spend a tremendous anmpunt of money to neet
a doubling of the demand for electricity for only three
or four months of the year. The rest of the time as
much as half of our generation fleet sits idle.

| question whether we have given proper focus

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

5940

to distributed generation to meet that demand.

| think DG is getting short shrift in this
state, especially by SDG&E.

Shoul d you determ ne that new transm ssion
capacity is necessary, | strongly urge you to respect
the tremendous i nvestment or our state and its taxpayers
have made in creating this desert state park.

As the | argest state park in California,
Anza-Borrego is visited by mllions each year.

We have put -- the state has preserved and
protected this park for decades.

We must neet the -- we nust weigh the need to
accommodate growth with the importance of protecting our
state parKks.

To too often our parks and open-space
preserves beconme the path of |east resistance whenever a
maj or infrastructure project is proposed.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your

comment s.
Jeff Martin.
STATEMENT OF MR. MARTI N
MR. MARTI N: My name is Jeff Martin. l'm from

| nperial County.

This line is going to be passing over ny hone.
| don't appreciate that part right there.

But | did build an energy-efficient home.

And this home -- last year -- | live -- |
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paid -- Inperial County is 110 during the summerti me.
The average power bill for people, for a
house, a 2,800-square-foot home, is about $1,000 a
nmont h. M ne costs $800 for the whole year
So | built the energy-efficient home, and I
feel that we are m susing our resources today by
buil ding this dinosaur of a system where we need to

start | ooking more at building energy-efficient ideas

such as using the -- like | did, just sinmply straw
bal es. | used them right out of the local farmer's
field.

So | think we need to | ook at our resources
more closely and not get into these dinosaur systems and
| ook at sol ar panels and wi nd generation, but do it on a
| ocal system

Al so our comunities have a good power grid
already. All we have to do is upgrade them

| don't feel we need to put in a huge new
system just to do that. We have a nice -- our system
just to be a slight upgrade, it's a |lot |ess cost.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Sal ly Kot ni k.
STATEMENT OF MS. KOTNI K
MS. KOTNI K: | am Sally Kotnik from San Di ego, a

vol unt eer naturalist and park supporter.

Approval of this project forces ratepayers to
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pay -- finance a business plan good for Sempra but
straps all of us with negative consequences.

At the top of my long list of objections are
park protection and environmental danmages.

Reverse em nent domain, that is, converting
public |l ands to private uses, is unconscionable.

MR. REYES: Right.
MS. KOTNI K: The assault on California parks is on
the march and will accelerate, if allowed.

| respect the decades of struggle by devoted
parties to create a park.

When the ribbons are cut, we celebrate their
achi evement and in providing permanent open spaces and
natural habitats for public enrichment and educati on.

How can anyone dare to informthese heroes
t hat they have established instead a tenporary
depository to safely hold parcels for eventual
expl oitation by devel opers of profitable projects?

Anza- Borrego and all parks everywhere deserve
unwavering protections from degradation and subversion
of their m ssions.

On the environnment, the reliable plan says
t hat they want to depend upon securing fossil fuels in
Asia in spite of the growi ng, emerging powers of China
and | ndi a.

This strategy increases gl obal warm ng.

The smarter plan involves trusting San Di ego

sunshi ne and emerging technol ogies. That's where |
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vot e.

Your Comm ssi on has made wi se decisions in the
past . Pl ease do so again on this project.

Thank you for |istening.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Gl enda Ki nmerly.
STATEMENT OF MS. KI MVERLY
MS. KI MVERLY: Good afternoon, your Honor,

Comm ssi oners.

Thank you all for being here.

Those of us who are opposed to the Sunrise
Powerlink are a widely diverse group, including
ranchers, teachers, business owners, retirees, liberals,
and conservatives alike, all living in a wide area, from
the desert to the coast.

We have one comon thread, the desire for the
most econom cal, reliable, and environmentally safe and
friendly solution to our energy needs.

As we have | earned from the proceedi ngs, the
best solution is not the Sunrise Powerlink.

The best solution is a conbination of energy
efficiency, California' s highest-priority resource
according to CPUC and CEC.

Di stri buted generation, including combined
heat and power, |arge- and small -scale rooftop sol ar,

and wi nd generation, upgrades to existing transm ssion
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and distribution |ines and substations, and finally
energy conservation.

Falling far behind the other California
utilities in reaching the RPS goals, SDG&E's comm t ments
to renewabl e energy is questionable.

Today you will likely hear from vari ous SDG&E
supporters giving the same standard excuses for the
Powerlink: We need the power.

Yes, we do, but there are better ways.

Renewabl es: This is doubtful given the status
of the Stirling dish and the SDG&E's huge investment in
nat ural gas.

Reliability: What can be nore reliable than

power generated at the point of use, such as rooftop

sol ar.

And reduced costs already di sproved by DRA and
UCAN.

| hope that wi sdom courage, fortitude, and
especially the truth will prevail in these proceedings
and that you will choose the smart-energy solution and

vote note no on the Sunrise Powerlink.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Donna Ti sdal e.
STATEMENT OF MS. TI SDALE
MS. TI SDALE: Thank you for the opportunity.

My name i s Donna Tisdal e.
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| was born and raised in Inmperial Valley, and
|"ve lived in Boulevard in eastern San Di ego County
since 1977.

Both the desert and the backcountry are deeply
embedded in my soul and ny psyche.

For 18 years |'ve chaired the Boul evard
Pl anni ng Group. W voted to oppose the entire Sunrise
Power | i nk project regardless of the routing. It's just
Wr ong.

As a ratepayer | resent being saddled with
more oppressive debt for such a monopolistic boondoggl e
that will stifle conpetition, that will be cheaper and
more i nnovative as sustainable energy production.

| f approved, Sunrise can go down in history as
one of the biggest scans ever, in my opinion.

The proposed 80-acre -- excuse ne.

It's also a typical bait and switch, which
echoes SDG&E's claims in the 80's the Southwest Power -
Li nk woul d nove renewables from | nperial Valley. | t
does not.

Sempra has al so proposed a 1250- megawatt
cross-border La Rumarosa project, Baja W nd.

The 80-acre substation will connect
La Rumarosa to the existing Sout hwest Powerl i nk.

There are many cunul ative i nmpacts.

| believe Baja Wnd is another bait and switch
that will morph into a new gas-fired generation plant

built in Mexico and fed by Senpra's LNG pipeline which
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runs through La Rumarosa.

My famly's Inmperial Valley farm and is being
explored for geothermal energy.

It al so has inpacts.

The new 49-megawatt plant in Brawley is

expected to consune over 13 mllion gallons of water.
Where will that come water come from?
If they use recycled water, will that impact

the mtigation of the Salton Sea?
Sunrise also does not increase or maintain
reliability because it connects the same vul nerable
| nperial Valley Substation, its isolated, unprotected
section of the Mexican boarder near nmultiple faults with
a lot of terrorism potential.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Denis Trafecanty.
STATEMENT OF MR. TRAFECANTY
MR. TRAFECANTY: Good afternoon, Comm ssioners.

| ' m Denis Trafecanty from Santa Ysabel.

Thanks for com ng.

Check this out: Stirling Sol ar.

Stirling Solar has six units in the world, and
t hey need to build 36,000 of themin order for them --
t hey need to mass-produce them

It's not proven technol ogy.

The best they are going to be able to do, if
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t hey can, even if they can do it, if -- if they could
build 12,000 of them they could run them on the Sout h-
West Power Li nk.

So -- and they've admtted that, SDG&E; so why
are we sitting here tal king about building a Sunrise
Power |l i nk when the -- its Stirling Solar engines aren't
even ready yet, and they may never be ready.

Check this out: Something |I called DGNN
Di stributed Generation Near the Need.

Sout hern Cal Edison's building this rooftop
sol ar, and what |'ve heard that SDG&E has said is that
rooftop solar in San Diego won't work because we don't
have buildings |ike they do up in San Bernardi no and
Ri verside. That's bal oney.

Number two, the marine |ayer is thicker down
here than it is, and that's not true; and |I'mgoing to
give you a report on this. Unfortunately I ran 50 mles
to get here today, and | left themin the car, but | --
| will bring them back in a -- very shortly.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Bryon Harrington.
STATEMENT OF MR. HARRI NGTON
MR. HARRI NGTON: Hi .

My name is Bryon Harrington.
| live in Alpine, directly on the proposed

Modi fi ed D Route.
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The 500-kV power line will -- if built, would
foll ow our property line by about 1,000 feet and pass
our house within 300 feet.

We have been told at previous Sunrise
Powerl i nk meetings that in our section the noise |evel
of this power line would be at its highest |evel,
creating very much unwanted noise pollution; and it's
al so going to ruin our mountain views, creating very
much unwanted visual pollution.

But really the main concern here is to health

reasons.

There -- no one really knows what the risk of
living so close to a maj or power |ine would be, and this
will really affect thousands of people.

And what about the wildfire danger?

Last October two of the wildfires that burned
over a thousand San Di ego honmes was started by SDG&E
power |ines.

At the first meeting | attended in Canpo at
t he Mountain Empire High School, SDG&E's representative
said that this Powerlink was going to be built to get
green-powered electricity fromthe desert to San Di ego.

Now we have |earned that it is really being
built so Sempra Energy can get natural gas, bring it
into Mexico, feed three fossil-fuel power plants, and
avoid following U S. California EPA regul ations.

MR. REYES: Right.
MR. HARRI NGTON: The burning of fossil fuels is
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not green energy.
| nvesting billions of dollars and even
becom ng more dependent on foreign countries just
doesn't make sense.
Pl ease vote no on the Sunrise Powerlink.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Randy Rusch.
And while M. Rusch is comng to the stand,
"1l ask those with Nos. 11 through 20 to please start
maki ng your way slowly up to the I|ine.
STATEMENT OF M. RUSCH
MR. RUSCH: Good afternoon, sirs.

My name i s Randy Rusch.

| am a resident of Al pine.

|, too, oppose this entire project in its
entirety.

As a resident of Alpine | have experienced
personally the fires of 2000, with the Viejas fire,
al most lost my home at that point.

Al so 2003 was anot her close call for us, too.

Getting away fromthe fire situation, | would
also like to just have the CPUC and everybody that's
involved with this take another | ook at just the
availability of installing the solar panels, the w nd
generators, et cetera, et cetera.

We have so many flat spaces in San Di ego, as
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some of the others have said. | " m just | ooking at
home- -- of rooftops of Lowe's, Home Depot's,
Wal - Mart's, Costco's, various other places |like that.
We're also | ooking at the parking lots of all
t hese places -- hospitals, et cetera -- that have
numerous acres that could be established with this type
of solar power or wi nd generation.
| would like to thank you very much for your
time.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

Bef ore we nmove to --
(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: -- to the next regularly-schedul ed
speaker, Council menber Ernie Ewin from La Mesa
unfortunately didn't sign up early, so | want to give
you - -

STATEMENT OF MR. EW N

M. EWN: That's quite all right.

Thank you very much.

|''m here on behalf of the City of La Mesa.

We have taken numerous votes in the |ast six
mont hs regardi ng this.

We are in support of the proposal for a number
of reasons, not the | east of which are:

Number one, that you're dealing with a
renewabl e source of energy on this proposal;

Number two - -

(Boos)
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MR. EW N: Number two, that we have a significant
number of retired and elderly in our community.

We gai ned a number of nuch concern relative to
t he sources of energy that we currently have and want to
make sure that there are adequate sources and sources
lined to come into our or area so as to ensure that it
is uninterrupted, especially during high-peak uses.

As you may recall -- and | think as you have
heard -- there are numerous -- there have been numerous
situations that we've experienced where fires in the
| ast eight years have gone around our city, but we have
| ooked to ways in which to ensure that we can hedge
our -- our options, so to speak, to make sure that they
aren't all interrupted at the same time.

Much of our concern as well permeates fromthe
fact that there is a -- an increasing need in power that
we find we're in conpetition for, just to make sure that
t he basic amount comes to our city on an ongoi ng basis.

We know of no other proposals.

In fact, we've watched with interest the
SANDAG Renewabl e Energy Comm ttee undertake its studies
in the | ast couple of years to which it really couldn't
come to a conclusion and provide things and get them
under way.

Our primary concern, again at this point, is
you know that there's going to be a significant anount
of increase in energy demand; we want to make sure that

there's enough energy in place to address not only the
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needs that we currently have but those that may be
subject unfortunately to those circunstances either by
accident or, in the case of the Cedar fire, sonmeone
firing off a flare gun
Thank you very much.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. Ew n.
Now Ji m Br own.
STATEMENT OF MR. Brown
MR. BROWN\: Hel | o.

l'"'mJimBrown from Encinitas, California, and

|'m a disaster worker, is what | call it, a volunteer
one, and I'm not affiliated with anyone.
But | was over in New Orleans right after that

happened over there.

Half the City of New Orleans fl ooded because
after the hurricane came by, it didn't flood the city,
it -- what it did is knocked out all the electricity.

And in order to block off the water com ng
into one part of the city, all they had to do was cl ose
one of the big gates. It had no electricity to it,
consequently the canal filled up, it overflowed, and
covered al nost one half the city of New Orl eans.

|f there had been -- if there had been
alternate and diversified sources of electricity, that
woul dn't have happened and woul d have saved half that
City of New Orl eans.

Number two, | worked -- | worked in disaster

organi zations and during the Cedar fire | -- | stayed
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pretty much closer to home over in Encinitas, but |ots
of peopl e were packing up and noving on and | ots of
people in the Cedar area were nmoving out, and they
stored their stuff, you know -- you know, right -- right
in our area.

Lots of those places the electricity went out
t hat woul d have run punps for themto punmp the water
over their houses or to keep things going where they
could be informed of what was happening, but they had no
power either once the power |ines went down.

Some of those places have no power now.

What |'m here to say is a |lot of disasters
could be averted if we had nmore diversified flow of
electricity comng in all over.

| advocate that we should have it on every
singl e house.

MR. REYES: Yes.

MR. BROWN: And | think, if we do that, | think
we'll have a |l ot |ess disasters and people will be a | ot
happier with what the power they have, and they won't be
so beholden to Osama bin Laden and all the oil conmpanies
t hat provide these things to us but they only |let us
have what they have.

Why don't we have our own?

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WE| SSMAN: Don Chri stiansen.
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STATEMENT OF MR. CHRI STI ANSEN
MR. CHRI STI ANSEN: Good afternoon.

My name i s Don Christiansen.
| Iive in Carlsbad.
| would like to thank you for this brochure.
| would especially like to thank you for the first
sentence on the back of it which reads: California has
a long tradition of forgoing -- of forging innovation in
regul ation to protect its residents and its busi nesses.
| was very pleased to see that protecting
mul ti national corporations and their |obbyists was not a
part of this.
(Laughter)
MR. CHRI STI ANSEN: \What is happening with the
San Diego Gas & Electric Sempra Group and Carlyle Group
with the proposed Sunrise Powerlink to me represents a
busi ness nodel, not a good business nodel. And it's
sinply a way of socializing the cost of a project, in
this case using ratepayers' money, and privatizing the
profits -- the sharehol ders of SDG&E, Senpra, and
Carlyle. That is not nmy idea of good business.
| spent nmost of |ast week at an American Sol ar
Energy conference in San Di ego. The technol ogy is here.
MR. REYES: Yep.
MR. CHRI STI ANSEN: There is no reason to carry on
wi th business as usual, to be even thinking seriously
about being tomorrow s obsol escence today. It doesn't

make any sense to ne.
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The technol ogy is here.
What we need is the political will, and
| would ask you to think |Iong and hard and vote no on
this project that should not happen.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Scott Barnett.
STATEMENT OF MR. BARNETT
MR. BARNETT: Good afternoon.

My name i s Scott Barnett.

| ' m Presi dent of TaxpayersAdvocate.org, and we
are on record already in support of the Sunrise Power -
i nk.

| am a San Di ego resident and a 35-year user
of Borrego Springs, the park, and this beautiful area,
and we will continue to use it, me and nmy famly, after
this power line is built.

It's clear by the location of this nmeeting
today that the real debate left is not whether it's
needed but where it's going to go, and so let's ask the
i mportant question: Should it get built in SDG&E's
Nort hern Route or should it be the CPUC s Southern

Rout e?

Energy experts say that the Northern Route is
more reliable because it keeps major power |ines
separ at ed: | ess risk of disruption in case of a major

fire or earthquake.

The North Route also uses nmore existing
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transm ssion corridors which limts inpacts on the
envi ronment .

Yes, the North Route crosses Anza-Borrego, but
in an existing transm ssion easenent that's already
di sturbed by power poles and access roads.

So South Route, on the other hand, requires
construction of brand-new power corridors in the
Cl evel and National Forest, and it crosses the Canpo
| ndi an Reservation, a sovereign nation.

So the choice is to use an existing easenent
in a state park or cut new corridors in a national
forest.

The CPUC, we believe, should approve Sunrise
Powerl i nk and select the Northern Route.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

A VOI CE: Boo.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease, not only would | encourage
you to not applaud, but booing doesn't work either.

(Laughter)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: We want to hear from everybody.
Every opinion counts. And we want to have the
opportunity to hear things clearly, so please allow us
to do that.

Al'l right. Charl es Zahn.

STATEMENT OF MR. ZAHN
M. ZAHN: My name is Charles Zahn.

l'm from San Di ego city.
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| wish to make two points, one strategic and
one personal

It disturbs me so much that so much energy is
bei ng consumed and wasted by the public and by the
Comm ssioners thenselves on a project that in many
respects is diametrically opposed to what we should all
be doing for energy and environment.

It's not like this project has veered off the
proper track. | see it as rather going in the opposite
direction, and that disturbs me a |ot.

The personal point has to do with parks.

Early in the 20th Century Theodore Roosevel't
established our system of national parks and forests.
It's considered by many around the world as one of the
finest accomplishments of this nation.

The Anza-Borrego State Park and the Clevel and
Nati onal Forest are things of great beauty and should
not be conprom sed, even if the Sunrise Powerlink
project had merits on other grounds, which |I think it
does not, and | wi sh you would vote against this
proj ect.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Sandra Zahn.
STATEMENT OF MRS. ZAHH
MRS. ZAHN: | am Sandra Zahn, a retired history

t eacher.

Woul dn't it be wonderful if we went down in
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hi story as the generation that changed from poll uting
the earth to preserving and enriching the earth?

We have a responsibility to our posterity, our
children, to pass on this | and as magnificent as the way
we inherited it.

This project would not do that.

The areas affected would | eave sout hern
California's environment damaged.

Yest erday was Mot her's Day, and | speak for
our children: What are we going to |eave thent

We have issues with safety, fire risk
reduction of fire-fighting effectiveness, de-designation
of the wilderness area, and a negative inmpact on
wildlife and our native flora, loss of the wlderness
experience for our children, and the effects on our air
quality, and the use of fossil fuel we'll never, ever be
able to recover from

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Ash Hayes.

STATEMENT OF MR. HAYES

MR. HAYES: Presi dent Peevey, Comm ssioner members
and staff, and fellow Californians, my name is Ash
Hayes. | live in San Mar cos.
As a 62-year resident of San Di ego, a
transplant fromlowa -- because | found out it didn't
snow here in the spring --

(Laughter)
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MR. HAYES: -- | see many changes in our wonderf ul
area of the gl obe.

The County popul ati on has grown from 560, 000
to 3,100, 000.

Over the years the people issues have been
adequate water, drivable highways, and adequate
airports, and, nmore recently, energy.

And |I'm conpletely in support of the go-green
policy with reasonable requirements.

In spite of naysayers, experts with recent | aw
told us to do that we need renewabl e energy sources.

And experts also tell us the main source for getting
energy to San Di ego, where the large majority of the
peopl e and busi nesses south of Los Angeles exist, is the
desert; therefore a systemto bring the energy fromthe
desert to the people is needed.

| have canmped and hiked in the desert and
mount ai ns many ti mes. It's a super area, and | see
not hi ng about this that's going to detract from ny
ability to do that.

| am a strong supporter -- in strong support
of the SDG&E Preferred Northern Route. It makes the
most sense and is the best answer this amateur expert
sees to help maintain the quality of the life as stated
in San Diego to enjoy.

Thank you for this opportunity.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very much, M. Hayes.

Ben Avey.
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STATEMENT OF MR AVEY

MR. AVEY: M. President, Comm ssioners, thank you
for allowing me to speak today.

My name is Ben Avey, representing Bl OCOM

BIOCOM is a regional trade association
representing more than 550 menber conpanies and 36, 000
enpl oyees in the southern California region.

As an organization we're actively engaged in
ensuring that the life-science industry remains a strong
and growi ng sector of the econony.

The |ife-science industry, made up of
bi ot echnol ogy, medi cal device, and research
institutions, and major universities, works to create
products that benefit our society.

They introduce therapeutics devices that fight
di sease, promote health of patients, and care for our
most vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

They do groundbreaking research that's
recogni zed around the world, but in order to do that
research we need a basic need, power.

In fact, power is one of the enticements used
by other states and countries to attract new and
expanding |life-science conmpani es.

Regi ons offer reliable sources of power and
ensure conpanies that it will do so for a fair price.

It's a very conpetitive argunent that's
gaining traction for an industry so reliant on this

basi ¢ need.
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We depend on the consistent power source to
compl ete very conpl ex experinments, testing, and
manuf acturi ng.

These processes have al nbst no tol erance for
unanti ci pated vari abl es.

The industry requires reliability, and having
the Sunrise Powerlink as one of the major power sources
in a diversified power portfolio will give this level of
energy predictability.

Some have suggested expandi ng | ower power
stations will solve our problems, but this is a short-
termfix, while the Sunrise Powerlink is a |long-term
comm tment to regional energy infrastructure.

We urge you to support the Sunrise Powerlink.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Li z Krui deni er.
STATEMENT OF MS. KRUI DENI ER
MS. KRUI DENI ER: My name is Liz Kruidenier.

| am representing the President of the County
League of Wonen Voters, Nancy M Cl eary.

| have come here to say that the League of
Women Voters of San Diego County strongly urges that the
CPUC, if it decides that a new transm ssion line is
absol utely necessary, give greater weight to the
proposed LEAPS transm ssion project which would be
shorter, much | ess expensive, and cost ratepayers | ess.

| also want to say that the League has had an
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energy position since 1940 -- 1975, and at the forefront
of its programis conservation; and | urge much greater
attention to conservation of energy.

The other thing that the League supports is
the State's Energy Action Plan | oading order. It's
| argest chapter, the League of Wbmen Voters of the City
of San Di ego, voted to support the current San Diego
Associ ation of Governments' Regional Energy Strategy
calling for increasing the amount of in-basin energy
resources to meet the area's grow ng peak demand i nstead
of depending on fossil-fueled power inmported from far-
away regions.

The other excerpt | want to read you conmes
fromthe fact that we have concerns over the viability
of SDG&E's | ong-term power -purchase contract with
Stirling Energy Systens.

We think that, as part of this proceeding, the
CPUC shoul d seriously consider viable regional
alternatives |like the Smart Energy 2020 Proposal put
forward by the Sierra Club and recognize the public's
preference for increased in-basin generation resources,

i ncluding nore renewabl es and customer distributed
generation as called for in SANDAG s Regi onal Energy
Strategy Pl an.

We urge the Comm ssion to use this proceeding
to take the opportunity to be nore innovative, earth-
friendly, as well as bottomline oriented for its

customers instead of allowi ng SDG&E to continue pursuing
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traditional transm ssion-grid-expansion practices
focused on sort-term economc gain for the conpany.
We do not propose any kind of incursion into
Anza- Borrego.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Andr ew Poat .

STATEMENT OF MR. POAT

MR. POAT: Good afternoon, Comm ssioners.

| am Andrew Poat for the City Econom c
Devel opment Cor porati on.

We are a collection of 200 of the | argest
empl oyers in the San Di ego region.

We're here with organized | abor, with the
San Di ego Taxpayers Association, and a variety of others
who are her in support of this project.

When organi zed | abor and business are speaking
with one voice you know it's time to listen, and we're
here because we believe this project is absolutely
essential to continue prosperity for our region.

We need this energy, we need it as soon as
2010.

We need this project in order to acconplish
t hat energy.

Not only that, but the project will, indeed,
bring the renewabl e energy that everyone here keeps
tal ki ng about, and so we believe that that's actually

t he advantage -- the preferable project.
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In addition, the alternative proposal seens --
has run into a nunmber of concern -- or has a nunber of
concerns for us.

First of all, all of the traditional energy-
generation facilities are opposed by the cities in which
they are proposed to be built. Almost all of them | ack
financial sponsors at this stage.

We need to move forward with energy, we need
to do so with renewabl e sources, and we need to do so
now after five years of planning.

And on behalf of the organi zed busi ness as
wel | as organized | abor, taxpayers, and others, we
respectfully request your support for this project.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Joni Low.

STATEMENT OF MS. LOW
MS. LOW  Good norning.

My name is Joni Low, and | am the Executive
Director of the Asian Business Association in San Diego,
and we represent over 400 business owners and ot hers.

Thank you for taking the tinme to be here today
to listen to our concerns.

l'd like to start off by saying that the Asian
Busi ness Associ ation does support the Sunrise Powerlink,
and we urge you to approve this critical project.

Securing reliable and affordable electricity

is extremely inportant to Asian-owned busi nesses that
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make up about seven percent of San Di ego County's
econony.

Many of our menbers' conpanies are small and
fam | y-owned, and they can't afford the inpacts
associated with an electricity shortage.

Sunrise Powerlink is the best option for
San Di ego for reasons beyond reliability and
affordability.

The Iine will deliver clean, renewabl e energy
fromthe Imperial Valley, which will help to neet the
California mandate that 20 percent of electricity
delivered in 2010 nust come from renewabl e resources.

More than 60 elected officials and 2000
busi nesses, organi zations, and individuals in San Diego
have pl edged their support to this project.

We know that we are few here conpared to the
i ndi vidual s who voiced their concerns today, but we do
feel that the Sunrise Powerlink should be supported, and
we urge you to approve the line to make our energy
future brighter.

| also m ght add, there has been many
references to the 2003 Cedar fire, and | al so
experienced the fire in Scripps Ranch, and our
electricity was surely working when | |left the house and
saw 60-foot flames com ng up behind the neighbor's
house, so electricity certainly wasn't the blame when it
canme into the San Di ego area.

(Laugher and grumbli ngs)
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A VO CE: No.
A VO CE: No.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Curt Stanley.

Okay. Wuld those with Nos. 21 through 30

start the process of joining the |line.
Thank you
STATEMENT OF MR. STANLEY

MR. STANLEY: Thank you, Comm ssioners.

My name is Curt Stanley, and | am the Chairman
of the South County Chamber of Commerce, representing
over a thousand busi nesses, and we want to support the
Sunrise Powerlink.

We believe that the link is a key to energy
reliability.

And | would like to just ask you to consi der
the facts and not enmotion today.

The SDG&E wi || provide energy efficiency --

MR. REYES: Nope.
M. STANLEY: -- demand-response programs, nore
renewabl e energy, and new | ocal power plants.

SDG&E is commtted to increasing use of clean,
green, renewabl e energy, but most --

(Laughter)

MR. STANLEY: -- but most of those research are
| ocated in renmote areas that have few transm ssion
lines.

The Sunrise Powerlink will expand access to

solar -- which |I've been hearing -- wind, and geother mal
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energy supplies in both the Inmperial Valley and eastern
San Di ego County.

Energy experts -- the energy experts
responsi ble for state energy planning, such as the
California Energy Comm ssion and the California
| ndependent System Operators, both strongly support the
Sunrise Powerlink.

The Sunrise Powerlink will save customers over
$100 mllion per year.

(Laughter and boos)

MR. STANLEY: And, to use an analogy, it's like a
congested freeway. \When the power is in peak season and
use, an extra |lane helps with that power shortage.

The conclusions found in the draft -- the
environmental inmpact fromthe commttee are sonmewhat
troubling, to be factual

Building up to five newer power plants in
San Di ego instead of inmporting renewable power via the
super link contradicts -- contradicts state energy
policy.

We ask you to please make your decision on
fact and feasibility, not enotion.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Keith Battle?

Al'l right. Then, Jean Costa.

MS. PRESCOTT: Oh. No ?

Karen Prescott.
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: | don't have you on my |ist.
MS. PRESCOTT: Okay. | am No. 27

| am supposed to be 20.
ALJ WEI SSMAN:  All right. Yeah. You'll be com ng

| ater, 27.
So we nove to Jean Costa, please.
STATEMENT OF MS. COSTA

MS. COSTA: Good afternoon.

My name is Jean Costa.

| am one of the elderly residents of La Mesa
t hat Councilman Ewin referred to, and | nust say | am
very saddened by the vote of nmy City Council to support
this project.

(Appl ause)

MS. COSTA: | believe there we're trying to solve
21st Century problems with 20th Century solutions here.

And in spite of the problem of gl obal warm ng,
we go on with the same old thinking, we don't question
the inevitability of more devel opment and the need for
more and nmore energy to service it.

Nobody seems to |ink growth and sprawl with
em ssions of greenhouse gasses.

Nobody tal ks about |imting our population to
the carrying capacity of our region, with its water
probl ems, especially.

Why are we hooked up to a huge grid where one
glitch can cause thousands of people power outages, as

has happened in the past in other parts of the country?
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| nstead of entrusting a huge corporation, one
who was involved in the manipulation that led to the so-

called energy crisis we faced a few years ago --

(Appl ause)
MS. COSTA: -- we should act on the anal yses of
experts --
(Appl ause)
MS. COSTA: -- not enmotional people but experts,

scientists, who have said we should go with |ocal, clean
power generation which would |ead to thousands of good
| ocal jobs instead of an enornmous line cutting through
protected open space, public | ands, east County
communities, which would increase reliance on inported
fossil fuel, and we the ratepayers would pay for all of
t his.

Pl ease respect the No-Wre Solution as
expressed in the Draft EIR.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Now ont o Hel en Bourne.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: And let me please once again ask
you for your help in letting us just hear the comments
from peopl e.

And remenber this is a formal Comm ssion
proceedi ng, and -- and we should just hear speakers as

opposed to a reaction from the audi ence.
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Thank you
STATEMENT OF MS. BOURNE
MS. BOURNE: Good afternoon.

My name is Hel en Bourne.

And I'mfromthe San Di ego community, and |
oppose the Sunrise Powerlink -- Northern Line, Southern
Li ne, the whole project.

| feel that renewable energy is the only way

to go.

A | ot has been spoken about we need nore
power .

The power is here. It shines every day in
this area.

So, you know, | think it's time for renewabl e

energy.

And also I'm concerned with the fire hazards
t hat we' ve already heard about and also with health
concerns from so nuch EMF -- electromagnetic frequen-
cies -- fromthese massive |ines.

We don't need to keep supporting fossil-fuel

use. It's the old way.
And I'm going to ask all of you -- 1'Il keep
this short -- but, you know, you have a chance to really

make a good decision here, not an enotional one but a
common-sense one.

Times are changing. We need to get with
renewabl e energy, and we need to keep our power source

| ocal . And it's safer for all of us, it's better for
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the community, for the earth, for all of us.
So, please, vote for renewabl e energy.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
M chael -- I'm sorry -- Robert Maupin.
STATEMENT OF MR. MAUPI N
MR. MAUPIN: Good afternoon.

My name is Robert Maupin.

| live in the Boulevard area of San Di ego
County.

We have the Sout hwest Powerlink running
t hrough the m ddl e of our property.

It is seldom used, and during the | ast power
shortage in San Diego it was totally dead. There was no
power going to San Diego fromit all at all

When | asked a San Diego Gas & Electric person
about that at a neeting in Boulevard, he said: Oh.

Gee. It wasn't really a power shortage; it was the fact
t hat we had a bunch of bad transformers in San Di ego.

So | said: Well, okay. Then who is lying to
us? Was it you guys or the medi a?

And he went to sonebody el se.

He didn't |ike that question

Anyway, |'ve been in San Diego all nmy life,
and the only time we've ever had power shortages is
after San Diego Gas & Electric stopped generating power
| ocally and started going other places for it.

In fact, the -- the co-op that we had up there
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did a whole | ot better job than San Diego Gas & Electric
in keeping us in power.

The one thing we found out was that San Di ego
Gas & Electric up in the mountains is not our friend.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
V. Doyl e.
STATEMENT OF MS. DOYLE

MS. DOYLE: ' m V. Doyl e. | am from | mperi al
Val | ey.

San Diego Gas & Electric's base maps rel eased
to the public were published in early 1990s and do not
accurately show current structures in Inmperial County's
agricultural |lands along their proposed routes.

Several residences and agricultural facilities
are | ocated along the proposed 500-kilovolt route
t hrough I nperial County's agricultural |ands that have
children living there.

About a dozen residences are | ocated along the
West Side Main Canal.

Resi dences are |located in the Dixieland area,
and 21 residences are located in the Desert Lakes
devel opment and that have two proposed 500-Kkil ovolt

lines' routes adjacent to them on the west and east

si des.

Agricultural facilities and structures |ocated
along the West Side Canal will suffer great economc
I mpacts.
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Econom ¢ i npacts of proposed 500-kil ovolt
routes through Inmperial County agricultural |ands need
to be included in your econom c analysis using current
base maps.

San Diego Gas & Electric clains to have
m tigated their inmpacts along the West Side Canal, and
that is not true.

A previous route crossed over the dairy
m | king structure while the current route now crosses
over the dairy calving operational structures.

Bot h proposed routes cross dairy property and
have stopped devel opment of additional dairies alongside
West Canal Huff Road.

Who do | turn this in to?

THE REPORTER: (1 ndicating)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

Phyl lis Carl son.

STATEMENT OF MS. CARLSON
MS. CARLSON: Thank you.

Do you want ny nanme spelled?
THE REPORTER: That's fine.
MS. CARLSON: Okay.
| thank you, M. President and the
Comm ssioners, for comng to south San Di ego County.
| wanted to say that | agree with the per- --
the man before Ms. Zahn and another man in the -- the
first 10 plus Nos. 23, 24, and 25.
(Laughter)
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MS. CARLSON: So I'"'mgoing to reiterate.

And | planned to discuss- -- to bring us to
the law, and it will be paraphrased because |I'm not a
| awyer and we haven't the tinme.

This comes from California Public Resources
Statement 5019.64, and it states that the state parks
are large tracts set aside statewi de as cultural,
geol ogic, ecological -- you know, flora and fauna --
exampl es of these things that need to be preserved, and
that the only changes to the above should be to, quote,
m ni mal extent, unquote, to nullify, quote, the serious,
del eterious effects of man.

We al ready have the | aw. Let's uphold it.

About my -- the previous speaker who's had
difficulties with dairy operations: | come fromthe
Twin Cities, and about 15 years ago the -- was a big
power -- mega power plant |line that crossed Stearns

County to bring electricity to Hennepin County in
which is --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up. Okay?

MS. CARLSON: Okay.

-- in which is Mnneapolis, and there were
many abortions there, both in cows and in wonen, and
eventually the link was stopped.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

Karen Prescott.

Good to see you again.
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(Laughter)
STATEMENT OF MS. PRESCOTT
MS. PRESCOTT: President, Comm ssioners, thank you

for this opportunity.

' m here to represent today NECA, the National
El ectrical Contractors Associ ation.

As soon as there was a |ightbulb, there was an
associ ation, and we were it.

We are the ol dest association since 1901.

We are here locally at the San Di ego Chapter,
and we work and live here in San Di ego.

It is our responsibility as an association to
partici pate and investigate all possible solutions in
the relation and use of electricity as electricity and
energy i s our very business.

We invest heavily in this research through
a foundation that relies on the best science offered,
and we are fighting the clock.

We know that if we, as a nation and here
locally in San Di ego, continue on a path where we do not
prepare for the future with regards to renewabl e energy,
we're effectively going back to the Dark Ages.

This Powerlink, which we are in support of,
will provide access in the future to clean, renewable
energy.

It is irresponsi ble not to support this
opportunity and access the many different types of

renewabl e energy available to us.
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We ask that you continue to keep the lights

on.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

Robert Baran.

And would those with Nos. 31 through 40 begin
t he process of |ining up.

STATEMENT OF MR. BARAN
MR. BARAN: Hi .

Wel come, Conmm ssion.

Thanks for com ng out to Borrego Springs
t oday.

| also want to thank all the people that took
the time off work today, |like nmyself, to drive all the
way out here. | mean, it took me two hours to get out.

It really shows that a | ot of people really have a | ot
involved in this issue.
| live in Encinitas, so |I'mpretty far from
any of the proposed routes of the power line, but | go
to Anza-Borrego Desert a lot, and originally | was
against it for that reason.
Now | ' m basically against it because |I really
resent SDG&E's greenwashing of this whole thing.
MR. REYES: Right.
MR. BARAN: Pretty much the only thing green about
this project would be those t-shirts that these guys are
weari ng.

(Laugher)
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M . BARAN: Il mean - -
(Appl ause)
MR. BARAN: -- | just was -- we're just being

pretty nmuch blinded by their media hype, and they're
bringing a ot of noney in to make sure we do -- that we
are blinded by it.
| feel to scar the San Di ego backcountry for
profit is not needed, is -- is wong on so many | evels.
And to ask the residents of east County of
San Diego to bear the brunt of this, to feed power to
Los Angel es and San Diego -- | think it's just wrong.
So | would recommend that the CPUC foll ows one
of the local-generation options on the DEIR.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Jan Jensen.
M chael Pinto.
STATEMENT OF MS. JENSEN
MS. JENSEN: Hi

Thank you for my interpreter so | understand
everything that's being said because |I'm deaf, and

really wonderful fossil-fuel-free energy for nmy inter-

preters.

|'m here from-- first | just want to say that
al most everyone that | have heard so far that supports
t he proposal -- Sunrise proposal are business who would

benefit fromthe project.
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Everyone else -- individuals, famlies, I'ma
retired teacher, | went back to college, have another
degree, now |I'm a social worker working part-time -- for

me, the most inportant thing right at this moment --
everything's been said about all the technol ogy, the
research. | don't need to go into that.

But what's inportant to nme is that this | and

was here before there were human beings on this planet.

This is the precious land, and to -- to even i magi ne
havi ng power lines all across the whole desert -- this
beauti ful desert -- | conme up over the mountains, come
on down the road -- this beautiful country that's so

natural, and we want to destroy it for money? For

profit?

That's sad.

| really -- you've got animls here that have
been hear for generations, wildlife. We have -- | cone
here and visit. | come in the springtime. My God, it's
beauti ful .

Why do we want to destroy that for noney and
profit?

| really strongly feel | don't support this
project, and | really, really strongly feel that it will
be in violation of the earth and nature.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
M chael Pinto.
STATEMENT OF MR. PI NTO
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MR. PI NTO: Your Honor, Comm ssioners, thank you
for come com ng down here to hear what we have to say.

Ronal d Reagan was justly proud of our
wonderful state park system yet today we stand at the
doorway to our precious Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
pl eading with you to save it.

My name is M chael Pinto, and along with Denis
Trafecanty | am the founder of the Protect Our
Communi ti es Fund.

| want to be clear: San Di ego Gas &

El ectric's proposed Sunrise Powerlink is not about

San Diego's future, it is not about green energy, and it
is certainly not about jobs and the future growth of

San Di ego.

San Diego Gas & Electric has spent untold
amounts of noney trying to convince the public that this
massi ve power |line is needed, but each of their
argunments proves to be a cloud that evaporates in the
light of day when the facts are reveal ed.

First, San Diego Gas & Electric claimed the
Power |l i nk was needed for energy security until their own
engi neers stated publicly that it would be a bad day if
terrorists destroyed the starting point of the proposed
line as well as the existing one, both of which begin in
t he same pl ace.

Then they claimed that the line was to bring
green energy to our County until it was reveal ed that

the Stirling Energy Systens consisted of a few fl awed
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machi nes that were not commercially proven.

In fact, Southern California Edison, as you
wel | know, has quietly shelved their commtment to
Stirling and instead chosen a 450- megawatt PV system at
one half the cost of the unproven Stirling units,
wi t hout even taking into consideration the cost of the
Sunrise Powerlink.

San Diego Gas & Electric has touted the theme
"Keep the lights on in San Diego with the Sunrise Power -
link," but, as their close public statenment several
years ago pointed out, and as the reading their witten
subm ssions reveal, this project is not about
San Di ego's needs; rather, this monumentally expensive
and unnecessary project is about growi ng Senpra's
opportunity to sell power generated in Mexico with their
gas-fired generators and sending it north beyond
San Di ego.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | have to ask you to wrap up,
pl ease.

MR. PI NTO: As a governmental body working hard
for the future of our beautiful state, | inplore you to
| ook to our shining future and say no to SDG&E and
Sempra Energy.

There are far better solutions to our County's
needs than the m snamed Sunrise Powerlink.

We | ook to you to |l ead the way.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
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(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Bill Clevenger.
STATEMENT OF MR. CLEVENGER
M . CLEVENGER: Good afternoon, and thank you.

My name is Bill Clevenger. ' m an engi neering
geol ogist, and |I'mrepresenting the Board of -- I'm on
t he Board of Director of the South County Econom c
Devel opment Council of -- based in Chula Vista.

Sout h County EDC Board of Directors voted back
in April -- April 4th of 2006 to support the Sunrise
Power | i nk project.

The Board believes that the Iine will deliver
renewabl e and reliable electrical power that is
critically important for maintaining our economc
competitiveness.

My experience as an engineering geol ogi st has
been directed towards supporting the infrastructure
i mprovements in the areas of energy, water, and
transportation.

Our growing region is very dependent upon our
ability to make sure that adequate power is al ways
avai |l abl e.

In my view we need to consider all sources of
energy.

Consi dering that we have the prospect here of
a clean and sustainable resource that is economcally
viable, | urge you to approve the Sunrise Powerl i nk

proj ect.
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Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Dirk Way; is that correct?
MR. WRAY: Yes.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay.
MR. WRAY: Here is, um --
THE REPORTER: Thank you.
MR. WRAY: Thank you.

STATEMENT OF MR. WRAY

MR. WRAY: Hi .

My name is Dirk Way.

| appreciate you giving me a few mnutes to
speak.

| am an entrepreneur. |"ve lived in San Di ego
County now for the last five years, prior to that in
Orange County.

| have a very unique experience in the fact
that | have spent over 25 years abroad. | have met with
many national | eaders fromall over the world. It is
very clear to them and it should be clear to us, that
we not only need the Powerlink and all alternative
energy on rooftops, we need solar farms in | nperial
County, one of the United States' richest | ocation to
generate power in order to weed our dependence on
foreign oil.

And | would encourage you and ask for your
support in passing the Powerlink North project.

Thank you
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
M cah M trosky.
STATEMENT OF MS. M TROSKY
MS. M TROSKY: Hi .

My name is Mcah M trosky.

| wanted to thank the Comm ssioners for being
here today, giving the community such a tremendous
opportunity. | know it's very rare for you to do this,
and we are very appreciative.

' m actually here today on behalf of 427
peopl e who couldn't make it, but they are here in
spirit, and they've sent their comments along to you
whi ch are com ng down through the aisle, here.

They're concerned for many reasons about this
project -- fire, global warm ng, inmpacts to open spaces
and | ocal comunities -- but mainly they know we have
smarter 21st Century energy alternatives than this
damagi ng proposal, and they wrote today to respectfully
urge you to vote no on the Sunrise Powerlink.

We do have better, nore environmentally
responsi bl e ways to power our region as your Draft
Envi ronment al | nmpact Report found.

We don't need this |ine.

This banner will be on display this afternoon
in the | obby, and we've also -- | have a few cards that
represent a cross section of our comunity members that
|'"d like to give to the Comm ssioners, if that's okay.

(Documents distributed)
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(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Jared Steinberg.
STATEMENT OF MR. STEI NBERG
MR. STEI NBERG. Good afternoon.

My name is Jared Steinberg, and |I'm a

devel oper with Westfield.

MR. REYES: Of course.

MR. STEINBERG. As you may know, Westfield is
a global real estate devel oper, owner and manager of
regi onal shopping centers.

In the United States we own and operate nore
than 60 malls.

In San Di ego we own and operate seven regional
centers where more than 15,000 enpl oyees earn a paycheck
and nore than 40 mllion visitors frequent each year.

As you m ght suspect, Westfield requires
a fair amount of electricity. In fact, a |large volume
of energy required by our centers is one reason that
Westfield is moving in the direction of becomng a
greener conpany.

Last year we unveiled the details of our
proposed $900 mllion revitalization of the UTC Shopping
Center.

At the heart of this proposal is a green
facility. This includes using sustainable materials and
desi gns, the use of reclaimed water and sol ar power, and

bei ng nore energy efficient.
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A central feature of the renewabl e-energy
aspect is a large-scale solar-growth project that tops
seven acres of our parking |ots.

As | arge as this project may be, about 1 to
2 megawatts, it still only represents a fraction of the
electricity that is required to power our malls.

| want to urge you to approve the Sunrise
Power | i nk.

Bui |l ding more power plants in San Di ego m ght
be necessary in the future, but right now we need a
direct connection to clean, renewabl e energy.

A VOl CE: Put solar cells on your roofs.

MR. STEINBERG. And from what | understand, these
resources are nore plentiful and | ess expensive in
| nperial Vall ey.

If this is true, then it only makes sense to
build the Sunrise Powerlink.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Gl enn St okes.
STATEMENT OF MR. STOKES
MR. STOKES: | think our public buildings should

do doubl e duty, so | support a public solar |Internet
above the roofs and parking |lots of public buildings.
Death Vall ey and Joshua Tree National Parks,
Santa Rosa W Ildlife Area, and Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park are within the UNESCO recogni zed Mojave Col orado

Deserts Biosphere Reserve.
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The United States signed the UNESCO statutory
agreenment in which the U. S. agrees to manage its
bi osphere reserves in accordance with UNESCO S Man and
Bi osphere Agenda 21.

In 1992 the 102 Congressional section --
Session, House Resolution 353 was passed which states
the federal, state, and | ocal governments should comply
with Agenda 21.

In 1973 the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park was
designated as a National Natural Landmark.

From Gover nor Schwarzenegger's webpage, Press
Rel ease 4392: On October 10th, 2006, at the dedication
of the Irvine Ranch National Natural Landmark, the
Governor said, quote: W must protect our environment
so our children and grandchildren can enjoy the great
| and that we have inherited. You know when | canpai gned
for Governor | vowed to make the environment a
centerpiece of my admnistration, and it means to me
more than just being a caretaker, it means | eaving the
state a better place than the way we found, and it also
means setting aside some of the nost beautiful parts of
our state to ensure that our natural treasures are never
di sturbed or degraded. Unquot e.

Achi evi ng renewabl e-energy goal by destroying
one part of the environment to protect another part of
t he environment does not serve public convenience or
necessity.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
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(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Pat McArron.
STATEMENT OF MR. MC ARRON
MR. MC ARRON: Thank you for being here.
This is not a NI MBY issue, Not In My Backyard.

Anza- Borrego Desert is not anyone's backyard in any
sense of the word to be treated merely as a means to an
end.

The Anza-Borrego Desert State Park is the
| argest desert state park in America, the | argest of al
the state parks in California, and the second | argest of
all state parks in America.

As part of the Mojave and Col orado Desert
Worl d Preserve, Anza-Borrego is internationally
recogni zed for its unique natural, historical, and
ant hropol ogi cal contributions to the worl d.

There exists on this planet no other place
i ke the Anza- Borrego Desert.

Aside fromthe irreparable damage that would
be caused by a high-voltage power Iine through the
Anza- Borrego Desert, many of us are not convinced there
is even a need for such a power line at all.

As a people, we have barely begun to address
t he most basic of energy chall enges: waste.

Only -- one -- one only has to | ook as far as
our urban centers to see how much electricity is being
wasted daily. The amount of wasted electricity is

phenomenal .
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The very building we are in right now should
be powered by sol ar panels on the roof.
There are too many exanmpl es of waste to be

enumer at ed here.

Suffice it to say that a power line through a
pristine world heritage will not solve that problem
No public utility should ever place the

wel fare of its stockhol ders above the welfare of the
publi c.

In this case the public is informed, and we
are very aware of the facts and fiction of this case
before the Conm ssion.

Beyond all the hype, the bottomline is that
there are better ways to achieve the same goal of
efficient generation and use of electricity.

As a Comm ssion charged with the duty to
oversee public utilities in the best interest of the
public good, | urge you to heed the environnmental report
and deny SDG&E's request.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Kat heri ne Siva Sauvel.

MS. SAUVEL: "1l be taking all my time to get
over there.

(Laughter)

STATEMENT OF MS. SAUVEL

MS. SAUVEL: (Speaking in native | anguage)
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| amtelling you that it seems |ike you should
| eave somet hing for us, the natives, that live here.

My people live right across here.

| was born right here by the mountain.

And | said | wanted to |eave it just the way

it is

This is a very sensitive area.

There's two tribes met here and lived in this
area, and we're still here.

We're not gone, so we want to have it
preserved for everybody. That was put aside here for
everybody to enjoy this.

We don't -- we won't have it anymore if you --
if you destroy it now.

Just forget what you're doing to it, this

| and.

(Speaking in native | anguage)

To our brother the sun, use the brother,
our -- the sun. He will do it.

MR. REYES: That's right.
MS. SAUVEL: That's what | say.

(Speaking in native | anguage)

Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pat Fl anagan.

STATEMENT OF MS. FLANAGAN

MS. FLANAGAN: Thank you for taking the time to
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listen today.

It is widely accepted that because there is
not hi ng out here, the desert is a good place for human
infrastructure.

In fact, the desert is natural infrastructure.

The desert is neither inert nor |ifeless. | t
is not predictable.

To successfully plan and achieve a reliable
green energy future, the desert's mopst destructive
el ements nust be taken into consideration.

' m a biologist and have been a full- and
part-time resident of the Earthquake Valley for 28
years.

This valley, in the Elsinore fault zone, is
west of the San Felipe fault which forms Grapevine
Canyon.

The conmpl ex topography in this region is
connected to the unpredictable movement al ong the
San Andreas fault.

As you can see, on the 2003 map the earthquake
shaki ng potential for California (indicating), the
proposed Sunrise Powerlink passes through an area with
t he highest predicted earthquake hazard potenti al.

Transm tting energy across the seismcally
slippery edge of our continent can only be fraught with
uni ntended consequences.

The proposed Sunrise Powerlink crosses through

hi gh-fire-hazard zones, as we have already heard today.
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Transm tting energy through a region characterized by
dense, highly-flammabl e vegetation is also fraught with
uni ntended consequences.

Fl oods are a threat.

The power line follows Hi ghway 78 west before
veering north up the Grapevine Canyon drai nage.

The 1983 ElI Nino brought floods that washed
out the roads and scoured the canyons surroundi ng the
state park, including Grapevine Canyon and portions of
Hi ghway 78.

Climate scientists are predicting that in the
com ng years the desert can expect a hotter, drier
climte punctuated by more severe storm events.

Transm tting energy through a region
characterized by severe storm events and catastrophic
flooding is also fraught with unintended consequences.

The risk of earthquake, fire, and flood are
guar ant eed.

Transm ssion recovery from these hazards woul d
be costly and sl ow.

| encourage a wi se, |long-range planning that
does not rest on nature's roll of the dice.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Di ana Li ndsay.

STATEMENT OF MS. LI NDSAY
MS. LI NDSAY: Hi .

| am Di ana Li ndsay.

' m a business owner, one of the top 20
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busi ness -- wonen-owned businesses in San Di ego County.
|'m al so the author of the Anza-Borrego Desert
Gui debook, a guide for hikers and off-roaders.

' m here today representing the off-road
community, specifically ORBA, Off-Road Business
Or gani zati on.

Meg Grossglass, who is the | and-use and medi a-
rel ati ons person, was unable to attend.

And | have a letter that you have in your
hands, there, expressing her opinion on the Sunrise
Power | i nk.

First of all, this organization is one that
does have the ear of the Governor and his staff and is a
regular visitor to the Sacramento area.

They rep- -- the Off-Road Business Associ ation
is a national nonprofit trade association representing
all aspects of the nmotorized recreation industry, from
manuf acturing to after-market supplies, distributors,
| ocal retailers, including many in the San Di ego area.

They would like nme to express that the
organi zation is strongly opposed to Sunrise Powerlink
transm ssion |line going through Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park.

She writes: We believe that the south --
the -- the -- the Sunrise Powerlink transm ssion |ine,
if allowed to be |ocated in Anza-Borrego Desert State
Par k, would blight the visual beauty of the park and

degrade the wi |l derness value that draws so many people
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to the park. It is also not consistent with the m ssion
of California State Parks which is noted below, to
provide for the health, inspiration, and education of

t he people of California by helping to preserve the
State's extraordi nary biological diversity, protecting
its most valued natural and cultural resources, and
creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor
recreation.

We request that the m ssion of state parks be
respected and that Sunrise Powerlink transm ssion |ine
not be |located within the Anza-Borrego Desert State
Par k.

Thank you for this opportunity.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

And then the | ast speaker before we'll take a
short break is Myrna WsKk.

STATEMENT OF MS. WOSK
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Good afternoon.

l'"'mreally glad you're here.

And just for something different, let's
i mgi ne that each one of you is a CEO of a really big
corporation, say, pharmaceuticals.

And some of your advisors had been tal king up
a new project called Razzmatazz, and that's going to
| eave Viagra in the dust. It's just in the conceptual
st age.

So you tell your advisors to go get a group of

scientists together and study it and to | ook at pros and
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cons, and after days and weeks and nmonths and two whol e
years, actually, of rigorous and exhaustive research,
the scientists have finally come to a conclusion the
negative effect of Razzmatazz far outweighed the
benefits.

More importantly, they find that there are
alternatives which achieve the same effect and are
better for the health of your customers.

One problem these alternatives won't make as
much money for your conpany.

So the scientists report their findings to
your advisors.

Well, the advisors just don't want to hear
this. They know that Razzmatazz can bring in pots of
money, so what do they do? They tell you, the CEO, who
is responsi ble for the entire corporation, that, well,

t hose scientists -- they -- they must have been snoking
somet hing. We don't need to listen to them We think
you should go full-steam ahead with the Razzmatazz.

So, CEO, what are you going to do?

Are you going to use the intelligence and the
wi sdom t hat God gave you and support the scientists who
have thoroughly studi ed Razzmatazz and have concl uded
that it's really wong, or are you just going to succumb
to that bottom line nmentality and good old Razzmatazz?

Thank you

(Appl ause and cheers)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: All right. Okay. We are going to
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take a break for 10 m nutes, and I'Il -- I'm gong to ask
you to get back in a timely manner because we'll try to
get starred as close to 10 m nutes |ater as we can.

And do remember, please, that we're going to
have to try to keep things very quiet going forward if
we are going to get the rest of the speakers in in time.

So we'll be in recess for 10 m nutes.

(Recess taken)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Back on the record.

Tim Kel | ey.

STATEMENT OF MR. KELLEY
MR. KELLEY: Thank you, Comm ssioners.

Ti mot hy Kel | ey, President and CEO of the
| nperial Valley Econom c Devel opment Corporation, and |
just wanted to read to you our energy policy statement.

In furtherance of the objectives identified in
the I nperial Valley Econom c Devel opment Cor poration
Strategic Plan, the organization will seek to attract,
pronote, and facilitate the devel opment and expansi on of
renewabl e alternative and other environmentally
responsi bl e energy industries within the Inperial
County.

| DEVC will work toward full inmplementation of
t he busi ness-cluster concept as identified by the
Strategic Plan to pronote the attraction of ancillary
busi nesses for renewabl e projects.

And 1'Il leave this with you.

| also wanted to present a 128-page docunment,
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a feasibility study of the potential renewable energy in
| nperial County.

We currently are working with approximtely 36
conpani es that are actively pursuing purchased- power
agreements and actively going through the process of
entitling property for the purpose of renewabl e energy.

The I mperial Valley Econom c Devel opment
Cor poration along with our partners are | ooking at
alternative sites for renewabl e energy, and the one
thing identified in their Renewabl e Energy Strategic
Plan is need for transm ssion, whether that's east,
west, north, or south, and so we're working with not
only San Di ego but with other areas for the potential of
transmtting renewabl e energy.

For those of you who do not believe that there
is renewabl e energy in the Inperial County, we actively
have today over 500 megawatts.

We have approximtely two geothermal plants
that are being built, and we have many nmore being
pl anned for the future as well as solar and bi omass and
ot hers.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Carmen Sandoval .
STATEMENT OF MS. SANDOVAL
MS. SANDOVAL.: My name is Carmen Sandoval, and |

am a resident of Chula Vista.

| am very glad to be here today and speak in
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support of the power -- Sunrise Powerlink.

Li ving and wor ki ng and being successful today
invol ves making lots of difficult choices, and you have
a big one before you today.

| don't believe there is one perfect choice
for maki ng sure that our region has the energy that we
need, but the Sunrise Powerlink is -- makes a | ot of

sense to me.

It would be great if we could put a mllion
sol ar panels on all our roofs. | wish | could afford to
have one on ny house. It's not there yet. | need to
save for a couple of nore years, | guess.

| don't think it needs to be an either-or
proposition, and | seriously urge you to approve the
Sunrise Powerlink and continue -- and also continue to
encourage the utilities to advance other methods to
i ncrease the use of renewabl e energy.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Angel i ka Vil l agrana.
And 1'I1l ask Brian Brady to be ready to go
after that, please.
STATEMENT OF MS. VI LLAGRANA
MS. VI LLAGRANA: Your Honor, Comm ssioners, ny

name i s Angelika Villagrana, and | represent the

San Di ego Regi onal Chamber of Conmmerce, its 3,000
menbers and their 400,000 enmpl oyees, and |I'm here on
behal f of the Chanber in support of the Powerlink.

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

5998

Usi ng nore green power is inportant to our
member s, our community, and our economny.

Sunrise will give us access to new supplies
cl ean, renewabl e energy |ike solar, wi nd, and geother
bei ng devel oped in eastern San Di ego and the | nperi al
Vall ey, as we just heard from Tim and help us keep t

lights on in an environmentally friendly way.

of

mal

he

It is in all of our interests to ensure that

we have the necessary energy now and in the future to
keep our econony and quality of life on track.

The Sunrise Powerlink will -- presents an
i mportant piece in our quest make our electricity gri

more reliable, and therefore the San Di ego Regi onal

d

Chanmber of Commerce strongly supports the |ink, and we

hope and urge you to support it.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Bri an Brady next, please.

STATEMENT OF MR. BRADY

MR. BRADY: Your Honor, M. President, and
members, | am Brian Brady.
| am the General Manager of the | nperial

Irrigation District, and I'm here today to speak in
favor of the transmtting renewable energy fromthe
| nperial Valley to San Di ego, but in the nost
expedi ti ous and econom cal way possible, and that is
followi ng the Southern Route for the construction of

Sunri se Powerl i nk.

by
t he
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As you know, the Southern Route is a third
shorter than the Northern Route favored by San Di ego Gas
& Electric, it is |less expensive to build, and would
create fewer environmental inpacts in the Inperial
Val | ey.

These aren't just my conclusions but the
concl usions reached in the Comm ssion's own Draft
Envi ronment al Report which found the Southern Route
preferred by 11D to be vastly superior to San Di ego's
Nort hern Route.

| I D has al ways been for the construction of
this transm ssion |ine, which we regard as vital to
fulfilling the region's untapped prom se as a maj or
renewabl e-energy hub for the future, but only the
Sout hern Route makes the vision of the future viable for
the District and its ratepayers.

|f the goal of this project is to deliver the
greatest public good while causing the | east
environmental harm | believe there's only one option
t hat nmeets both tests, and again that's the Southern
Route; and |1 D respectfully requests that it be the
route chosen by this Comm ssion for the construction of
t he Sunrise Powerlink.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Larry Johnson.
STATEMENT OF MR. JOHNSON
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MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, and good afternoon.

|'m Larry Johnson from Canpo.

| just have a couple of really quick points.

The CPUC in their Draft EIR arrived at a very
good number -one choice for the proposed SDG&E project,
and that is the new In-Area All-Source Generation
Al ternative. That means no Northern Route and no
Sout hern Route and no 150-mle string of towers.

Al so, point number two: the Bill Powers'
San Di ego Smart Energy 2020 Pl an meshes nicely with the
DEI R No. 1 choice.

Poi nt nunmber three: they both support the
State's MIlion Solar Roofs Initiative, SBl.

Poi nt number four: it is obvious fromall the
bills that the California State Legislature is urging
t he public and businesses to adopt nore and better
cl ean, renewabl e-energy products and to conserve nore.

Poi nt number five: the San Di ego Area of
Governnments, SANDAG, has a very inmpressive Regi onal
Energy Strategy 2030 Pl an, but they chose to ignore it
in their April 11th, 2008, meeting and vote.

Poi nt number six: the City of Cambridge,
Mass., has several supporting organi- -- and several
supporting organi zations have formed a nonprofit
organi zation called the Cambri dge Energy Alliance. |t
is a very inmpressive joint effort to increase
efficiency, renewable energy in the area. It has the

support of their electric-power provider. It could be
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an exanple for our area.
Poi nt number seven: Assenbly Bill 1920 needs

to become | aw and all ow i ndividuals or small busi nesses

to generate nmore power than they use and sell it to the
utility at a fair price.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | have to ask you to wrap up,
pl ease.

MR. BRADY: Okay.

It would give a |arge boost to renewabl e power
| ocal ly.

Hel p us and SDG&E step into the future with
your number one DEIR choice and plans Iike the San Di ego
Smart Energy 2020. Hel p SDG&E see the |ight.

Thank you

(Laughter and appl ause)

ALJ WE| SSMAN: Li sa Cohen.
STATEMENT OF MS. COHEN
MS. COHEN: Good afternoon, your Honor and

Comm ssioners and President.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.

My name is Lisa Cohen.

' m the CEO of Chula Vista Chanber of Commrerce
and a member of Community Alliance for the Sunrise
Power | i nk.

| also represent over 1,000 |ocal businesses
in Chula Vista.

Chula Vista is the second |largest city in

San Di ego County with a popul ation of 230,000 and
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gr owi ng.

| would like to briefly address two very
I mportant issues.

The first is the future of Chula Vista's
bayfront.

The second is ensuring that the region has
enough reliable and renewable energy to meet the grow ng
need.

The two issues are -- are directly connect ed.

The Sunrise Powerlink will provide reliable
renewabl e energy fromthe sun, w nd, geothermal sources
| ocated in Inmperial Valley.

There have been many proposals over the years
to redevel op Chula Vista's bayfront.

The South Bay Power Plant stands in the way of
public access to the coast, econom c devel opment, and a
better quality of life for Chula Vistans. It creates a
blight visible for mles that negatively inmpacts
redevel opment opportunities in our city.

If the Sunrise Powerlink is ultimtely
approved | ater this summer by the California Public
Utilities Comm ssion, that would be a critical step in
the process towards tearing down the South Bay Power
Pl ant which is old and polluting.

Last month | had the honor of standing with
four prom nent south County elected officials at Marina
View Park in Chula Vista. W had joined together for a

news conference to call on SANDAG and the California PUC
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to support and approve the Sunrise Powerlink.

It is my pleasure to be standing here today
carrying forth that nmessage.

We are faced with an inportant choice to keep
the lights on.

We can continue to take the easy road and only
build power plants, or we can start importing nore green
power with Sunrise Powerlink.

Clearly, the south County strongly supports
t he Sunrise Powerlink, and we urge the California PUC to
do the sanme.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Robert Cl ark.
STATEMENT OF MR. CLARK
MR. CLARK: Thank you, Comm ssioners.

| ' m Robert Clark, a winter resident of Borrego
Springs.

| was under the impression that the Conmm ssion
had come all this way to hear | ocal opinions, but when
arrived here |I noticed a whole busload of what they call
in Hollywood "the suits.”

(Laughter)

MR. CLARK: We have heard pretty consistently from

the suits.

Quite recently the Dean of Yale University's
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies expressed

some pessim sm as to whether a habitable and survivabl e
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future could exist in coexistence with capitalism and
per haps he's well-justified in that pessimsmif this is
what we're going to do.

But | think there is hope; neverthel ess,

t hi ngs are changing: times are really changing, opinion
is changing, even political opinion is changing.

| think that when we heard George W Bush
t al ki ng about greenhouse gasses, | think we know t he
times are changi ng.

(Laughter)

MR. CLARK: Fifty years ago Aldo Leopold devel oped
what we called -- what he called a Land Ethic involving
a sense of responsibility to -- to the | and, not neces-
sarily based on corporate conveni ence as the top
priority. And he meant not just sunny parkland but all
| and -- suburban, pastoral |and, and otherw se.

We feel that the -- we are opposed to this
destructive proposal, and not -- and not only we or 1,
but (indicating) those who are -- furthernore, others
who have been unable to attend here. | present 451 nmore
opposi ng petitions to the proposal.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Jack Terrazas.

STATEMENT OF MR. TERRAZAS

MR. TERRAZAS: Good afternoon.

My name is Jack Terrazas, and | ama lifelong

resident of the Inperial County and former elected
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of ficial.

| mperial County can become a maj or renewabl e-
energy player in the world.

The potential for renewable energy production
is there, whether it's geothermal, solar, or w nd.

| mperial County has the | owest per capita
income and the highest unenployment rate in the State of
Cal i forni a.

Renewabl e- ener gy production will help counter-
act sonme of those statistics so we will be well received
in Imperial County.

Additionally, we can help with meeting your
state environnmental mandates to use renewabl e energy.

The dilema is transm ssion.

The Sunrise Powerlink will deliver 1,000
megawatts of renewabl e energy to coastal cities, neither
do any of these projects that have -- that have already
been approved by your Conm ssion.

In addition, | would Iike to express ny di smay
in the CPUC in the Environmentally Superior Alternative
identified in the Draft EIR, the alternative that
recommends building five new fossil-fuel-burning power
plants in the coast.

The whole Western United States is in a
virtual tug-of-war over our most val uable resource,
wat er; and your recommendation is to build five fossil-
fuel ed- burni ng pl ants.

These plants can require up to 2-1/2 mllion
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gal l ons of water each and every day.

| say that that type of water use is wrong.

The | nperial County is presently fallow ng
land in order to transfer water to the coastal regions.

The pressures of water transfer will continue,
and nore and more land will go fall owed instead of
produci ng val uabl e crops.

That land will eventually go back to desert
dust.

Ladi es and gentl emen, that's wrong.

It's simply irresponsible to suggest that it
is environnmentally superior to burn nore fossil fuels
when we have a vast amount of solar, w nd, and
geot hermal resources avail abl e.

The decision is yours, and as representatives
for the whole State of California, please do the right
t hi ng and approve the Sunrise Powerl i nk. Our cl ean
energy depends and our future depends on it.

Thank you for your tinme.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Larry Hogue.

STATEMENT OF MR. HOGUE
MR. HOGUE: Thank you

A few years ago | wrote a book about
Anza- Borrego, but today | don't want to tal k about
Anza- Borrego at all.

| do want to say that | am opposed to the

Sunrise Powerlink no matter which route it goes.
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This is not about parks and scenery versus
renewabl e energy; it is about an old-style, centralized,
corporate-controll ed energy system versus a future of
decentralized community-based systens that are nore
reliable, more efficient, and really fight gl obal
war m ng.

And 1'd like to quote from a book call ed Deep
Economy by Bill McKi bben.

As the journalist who probably did the nost to
warn us about gl obal warm ng, he is someone we shoul d
listen to.

And he says: | mgi ne all the south-facing
routes in your suburb sporting solar panels. | magi ne a
buil ding code that requires all new construction to conme
with solar roof tiles and solar shutters. | magi ne
windmlls scattered around town in the gustier spots and
heat punps for extracting energy fromthe earth.
| mgi ne all these pieces linked in a |local grid,
suppl enmented with small -scale fuel-burning power plants
t hat produce not just electricity but heat that can be
punmped back out to | ocal buildings.

He goes on to liken this systemto the
| nt ernet. It's a distributed system it's very
powerful. And it also sounds a lot |ike San Di ego Smart
Energy 2020 Pl an, which | encourage you to consider nore
fully.

My time's up.

Thank you
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Deni se Morse.
And would those with Nos. 51 through 60 please
start making your way up.
STATEMENT OF MS. MORSE
MS. MORSE: Hel | o.

My name is Denise Morse, and |'m on the Canpo
Lake Marina Planning Group, been here before.

| am al so representing the Comunity Pl anning
and Sponsor Group Alliance.

The Alliance represent the Descanso, Pine
Val | ey, Boul evard, Canmpo Lake Marina, and Potrero.

These five elected planning groups represent
about 10,000 residents along the Mexican border.

We are home to the Sout hwest Powerl i nk.

| can say unequivocally that we will not be
gracious host to another mass of transm ssion |ine
called the Modified Route D Alternative.

We are united with the fol ks on the proposed
Nort hern Route, with our m ssion being to pronote
di stri buted generation.

Our Governor was a guest the on Jay Leno Show
on April 24th wearing his green tie and touting his
support of transmtting renewable energy fromthe desert
to San Di ego and Los Angel es.

He targeted environmentalists as a maj or

obstacle for this green project.
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He descri bed the situation as being about the
squirrel that used to live in this habitat.
Environmentalists wanted to save this habitat in case
the squirrel returned.

There was a smattering of polite |aughter.

This green energy does not mean destroying 150
ml|les of human and wildlife habitat to you support sun
energy all the way from the desert.

Real | y, Governor, how green is that?

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
George Barnett.
STATEMENT OF MR. BARNETT
MR. BARNETT: Your Honor, and honorabl e

Comm ssioners, |'m George Barnett. | Tive in Alpine.

| am here today on behalf of the Back Country
Land Trust. We're a land-trust conservation organi za-
tion working with the County of San Di ego, The Nature
Conservancy, the Conservation Biological Institute, and
many ot hers.

We're in a process of identifying high-inpact
environment al properties along the southern border, and
the area's called Las Californias.

Alternate Route D runs through that area.

It's an area of some major groundwater resources, a
wonder ful | and.

In fact, there's two tracts of property of 800
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acres currently being -- in the process of being donated
by us to public ownership, of which the Southern D Route
Crosses.

And when we think of that, we have to also
t hi nk about the 200-foot right-of-way that's going to
have to be mai ntained and the dozens and dozens of
cabl e-pulling stations and cabl e-mai ntenance areas, and
substations.

| think it's inevitable that any transm ssion
I ine, almst anywhere in this backcountry, is going to
create inevitable damage to the environnment.

On a personal level, | would hope that the
Comm ssion could | ook at new ways and new paradi gnms of
regul ating and directing nonopoly utilities, such as
SDG&E and ot hers, and provide some sort of incentive
that directs them away fromthe conventional |arge,
single power plant and transm ssion lines into a --
really a distributed fab- -- a distributed fabric that
could represent, for exanple, putting things on our
homet ops, our roofs and our garages, and things on
public buil dings.

So I'm hoping that you could | ook at that as
well, that the $1-1/2 billion could be directed at
hel ping us help by putting facilities on our private
property.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
John Popp.

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6011

STATEMENT OF MR. POPP
M. POPP: Thank you, your Honor and

Comm ssioners, for giving me the opportunity to speak.

| guess I'ma -- |I'"man Alpine resident, too,
and | want to follow-up on a couple of things that
George Barnett just said in a way.

| think that -- I -- 1'm against the
Powerlink, first of all, and because |I think it's
equi val ent to putting our all of our energy eggs in one
basket .

Thi s hugel y- expense project, if implenmented,
will commt us, the ratepayers, to decades of paying for
a system The same noney could be used, of course, for
alternatives, alternatives that exist today,
alternatives that we don't even know about that are
right around the corner and could change our energy
choices drastically in the near future.

And to commt ourselves to such a huge project
like this is to deny us the opportunity to use those
same funds for these future alternatives which are very
hopeful and, as | said, right around the corner.

Thank you for |istening.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. Popp.

Brad Bar nunt?

Chris Cate.

STATEMENT OF MR. CATE

MR. CATE: Thank you for the opportunity to speak
t oday.
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My name is Chris Cate, and |I'm here
representing the San Di ego County Taxpayers Associ ation
whi ch has officially endorsed the Sunrise Powerlink.

A VOI CE: Boo.
MR. CATE: The Sunrise Powerlink represents a
critical investment in the infrastructure of our region.

As you know, the demand for energy in
San Di ego continues to grow as our -- as does our
enphasi s on devel opi ng sustai nable and environmental ly
friendly sources of power.

The Sunrise project will do both and | essen
our dependence on fossil fuels.

The project will also strengthen California's
power grid and, in turn, save ratepayers noney by
cl osing down aging facilities that are only in service
to meet potentially high volumes of demand.

Our energy future depends on access to
reliable renewabl e power.

El ectricity is something every San Di egan
needs on daily basis, and we urge the PUC to approve the
Sunrise Powerlink.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M, Cate.

M chael Babawol .

STATEMENT OF Mr BABAWOL
MR. BABAWOL: Good afternoon.

My name is M chael Babawol . " mthe Director

of Government Affairs with the Carl sbad Chanber of
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Commer ce.

Wth nore than 1700 busi ness menbers enpl oyi ng
over 75,000 enpl oyees, the Carl sbad Chamber of Commerce
is the private -- the largest privately funded Chanmber
of Conmerce in the State of California, the second
| argest in San Di ego County, and the tenth |argest in
the state.

You are probably wondering what Carl sbad has
to do with this, but what nost people don't know is that
Carl sbad is the hone -- is honme to the | argest gas-fired
power plant in San Diego County known as Encina.

At some point in the near future this 50-year-
ol d power plant will need to be replaced with a nore
modern and efficient facility.

The Sunrise Powerlink would help provide our
region with nmore options, flexibility, help diversity,
our ener- -- diversify our energy resources, and
hopefully support replacing Encina sooner rather than
| ater.

On behal f of the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce
| urge you to support the Sunrise Powerlink.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Dan O Bri en.
STATEMENT OF MR. O BRI EN
MR. O BRI EN: Good afternoon, Comm ssioners.

Thank you for having us here today.

' m Danny O Brien. | live in Santee. | am
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a past President and current Director of the Santee
Chanmber of Comerce, and |I'm here to speak for the
smal | - busi ness peopl e of Santee.

It was my -- was my pleasure, but | was
Presi dent of our -- our Chamber when we had our | ast
power crisis where we had bl ackouts and extremely high
costs, and it was the small business that suffered the
most at that time. \When you don't have a -- you'd |ose
supply, you pay higher prices, you can't rely on things.

It's the small business that goes out of
busi ness faster than the | arge business. The big
corporations a |lot of times can absorb it, but it's the
smal | business that doesn't have much in the way of
staying power.

And these are the reasons why we support the
Sunrise Powerlink:

Number one, it's the best way to neet the real
demand for energy in our region, a grow ng demand.

Number two, it will allow SDG&E to meet the
requi rement of generating at |east 20 percent of their

el ectric production through renewable resources.

Contracts have been signed and production will be online
when the Iink is there to deliver the power. And having
a delivery system avail able -- Buckm nster Fuller

proposed an international power grid, if anybody's seen
hi s pl an.
And the line will inprove reliability. It's

the route approved by the California | ndependent System
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Operator, and they oppose all routes south of the Anza-
Borrego State Park.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | would ask you to wrap up, please.
MR. O BRI EN: Okay.

The Sunrise Link costs and benefits will be
shared by all of California, not just San Diego.

The Preferred Route results in the |east
condemnati on of homes and the | east environnmental
I mpacts.

The line is supported by the Santee Chamber of
Commerce, it's supported by the Union-Tribune, and al so
by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

And the cost to provide the same amount of
energy through solar at this -- today's technol ogy would
be $21 billion. And the County of San Di ego does not
have enough nmoney to have a regional fire department, so
| don't know where we're going to get the 21 billion

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Orl ando Foote.

STATEMENT OF MR. FOOTE
MR. FOOTE: Good afternoon.

My name is Orlando Foote, an attorney, and
| would appreciate a little credit for not wearing a
coat since |I'mone of the suits.
(Laughter)
MR. FOQOTE: However, let's see: 22, 35, 18, 31,
and, since | know what's com ng, 172.

Actually | practice law in Imperial County and
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San Di ego County.
|'m a resident of the Inperial County.
| have been involved in the energy business

for two decades, and |I've been a | awyer for al nost

50 years.
| want to -- | want to make just two points.
First of all, with regard to the viability of
renewabl e energy in Inperial County, | was distressed,

even though we haven't heard a |lot of it, to hear the
skepticismon the part of some of the opponents of the
line to the viability of renewables in Inperial County.

Geothermal is only one of several.

Sol ar, and not just -- just restricted to
Stirling, is a very, very viable and highly-profitable
potenti al.

Secondly | wanted to make sure that | got in
the point that really |I'm here about, and that is to
respectfully take issue with the position of |nmperial
Irrigation District with regard to the Southern Route.
| do not believe that that is in the best interests of
|1 D nor of the renewabl e-energy generators.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Marygrace Lopez.

STATEMENT OF MR. LOPEZ

MS. LOPEZ: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
My name is Marygrace Lopez, and |'mfromthe

California State Parks Foundati on.
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And in opposition of the Sunrise Powerlink
| would like to present the Comm ssion with 300 letters
of opposition from our nmenbers.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: WArren Savage.
STATEMENT OF MR. SAVAGE
MR. SAVAGE: Good afternoon, Comm ssioners.

| appreciate the opportunity to be here.

My name is Warren Savage. | am the Executive
Director of the Santee Chanmber of Commerce.

The Executive Director and its membership
strongly, strongly supports the Sunrise Powerlink
because menbers realize that securing a reliable and
| ow-cost, effective supply of energy is crucial and
critical to the econom c devel opment and growth of our
San Di ego region.

Now, the City of Santee has fostered renewabl e
energy, if you would, over the time frame, and we're
| ooking at this energy to support our baseline.

We have a very new town center. We | ook at
buil ding our area as far as a high-tech area, and in
order to attract and maintain high-quality businesses
and jobs in the region we have to make sure that we have
constant energy available to make sure the infrastruc-
ture can support itself.

SDG&E' s Sunrise Powerlink, especially
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transm ssion |lead- -- line, has the potential to provide
enough power for 650,000 customers and will conpl ement
t he new | ocal - power-generation facilities.

It could provide options allow ng SDG&E and
regul ators a fashion to support all of our needs.

Thank you for your time.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Nos. 61 through 70 come on down.
Harol d Stier.
STATEMENT OF MR. STI ER

MR. STIER: Harold steer, a resident of Lakeside.
| am opposed to the Powerlink proposal

These huge towers will defile the beautiful
nature of Anza-Borrego and the California Clevel and
Nati onal Forest.

This is not for the common good. [t's not
needed. There are other, better alternative methods
which are | ess expensive and | ess damaging to the
environment, and furthermore it will increase our power
costs.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: That you very much.

|s there another Stier waiting around the
corner?

STATEMENT OF MRS. STIER
MRS. STI ER: Yeah.

That's his wife.

This is my husband.
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Tell me your first name, ma' am
MRS. STI ER: Lambekl ho (pronounced Lahm baerta).
| am Dut ch.
And | kind of want to -- but | am half Dutch,
hal f American, both citizenships.
And | kind of want to enphasize, | canme here,
| never hiked a nmountain. Here | hiked them all because
it was so beautiful. This country is so beautiful
nature-wi se that | think that's the nunber-one thing we
have right now in America, and that's why | really think
if we just could keep it.

We have been in places where other people were

never before because, you know, |'ve been here for
30 years, and it was -- it is just so beautiful, all the
diversity in nature. | f we could just protect that.

| mean, that is really wonderful.

| know it costs a lot and all this stuff, but
| think this is a pride -- a nunber-one pride for the
United States we need to keep up.

The second thing | want to enphasize is |I'ma
nurse, and | know a | ot of issues have been said about
heal th, but | have worked with children and who have had
asthma, and it's probably been nentioned already before,
and it is no fun

So if there is an other way we can solve these
probl ems without increasing the pollution, that is a
wonder ful way to go.

And | know it is -- | knowit's hard, but if
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that is possible.

| don't have any children, but there are a | ot
of children, and I work with children -- as a nurse
work in oncology. That, you know, it's such a differ-
ence to see an alive child, it's -- see a child who
is -- who is really have a hard time breathing.

And it's not only that, there are other issues
in oncol ogy. You probably know that. And that's --
that's the actual society.

But these people are -- the patients are so
wonder f ul . | have never seen such, uh -- kind of funny,
but such beautiful death. It's kind of funny to say
t hat . But it's also so painful that we could avoid
things like that --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: "1l have to ask you to wrap up
pl ease.

MRS. STIER: -- in any possible way.

So that's nmy story.

Thank you very much.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for com ng.
MRS. STI ER: Yeah.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Jenny Saar.

STATEMENT OF MS. SAAR

MS. SAAR: Thank you for allowing me to speak.
There are so many el oquent speakers today, and
you're going to hear many nore.

' m one of the many -- I'm from El Cajon,
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California, and | have spent a lot of time in Anza-
Borrego.

My mot her's ashes are scattered here.

| am one of many people who appreciate and
cherish the park for its display of wildflowers and that
attract thousands of visitors each spring.

It's also valued for its population of Big
Horn Sheep and its stunning scenery, as you know.

But can anyone imagine traveling mles and
mles to see wildflowers growi ng beneath unsightly high-
vol t age power lines? It breaks nmy heart to think about
t hat .

The invasion of such a park by the financial
i nterests of one conpany sets a dangerous precedent for
all of our state and national parks. These places have
been specifically set aside as a national resource for
t he benefit of all, intended for generations to cone,
not those who seek to profit in the short term

Li ke many other long-time customers of SDG&E,
| have no confidence the conpany will follow through on
its promse to use renewable, | owem ssion energy
sour ces.

Their massive investnment in the Ensenada
Mexi cali pipeline infrastructure is an obvi ous
i ndication of their level of commtment to the state
mandate to reduce greenhouse gases by 20 percent by the
year 2020.

A few weeks ago | came and took -- got
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signatures from people who were visiting the park and
asked how they felt about it. Virtually everybody was
opposed to it. And I -- 1 collected about 50 signatures
in two hours. You can imagi ne the number of people that
actually are opposed to this but have- -- don't have a
chance to speak. So --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up.

MS. SAAR: Yes.

Al'l right. It is -- as it's reasonable to say
the Sunrise Powerlink project would seriously dimnish
the intrinsic appeal of the park, and |I ask you to
rej ect SDG&E's proposal in all its forms.

Thank you for your tinme.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Roger Hol tcl aw.
STATEMENT OF MR. HOLTCLAW
MR. HOLTCLAW  Good afternoon.

|'m a resident of the San Di ego County,
San Di ego, act- -- actually City of ElI Cajon, and been
in the real estate business al most 40 years.

| step back a bit and relate to the fact that
someti mes | ooking at things in perspective -- needl ess
to say | am not going to get into anything technical
because that's not ny expertise, but | would like to
relate back to, in my particular case, comng into rea
estate in the days when, as an exanple, houses were --

had 60 -- 60-anp circuit breakers, hundred -- |ess --
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much | ess than the 100-anp service, in days when we had
a two-|lane highway com ng over from Inmperial Valley to
San Di ego; and al ong came growth, which some people have
argued woul dn't have if we hadn't had freeways and

t hi ngs of that nature. But many ot hers, nyself

i ncluded, say: Hey, it's inevitable. It's a beauti ful
pl ace to live, as Anza-Borrego is.

And al t hough the -- the many fol ks that have
spoke today are very, very sincere and very passionate
about what they feel -- and | can appreciate that -- |
think we also have to take it into perspective and
realize that -- that with growth comes sonme unhappy
times.

But | think, again in perspective, we have to
| ook at a -- a power line that is approximtely 100 foot
in width going across a piece of -- of our country is
that is many, many thousands of square mles and then --
and then blow it out of proportion by saying it wll
destroy the area | think is a little bit far-fetched.

And, with that, | support the Powerlink.

A VOI CE: No.
(Audi ence grumbling)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Bill Clevenger.

Pl ease -- please refrain from maki ng noises in
response to the comments.

So is Bill Clevenger there?

Al'l right. How about Thomas Currie.
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STATEMENT OF MR. CURRI E

MR. CURRI E: Your Honor, Comm ssioners, and fellow
suits, my name is Thomas Currie, and | represent the
San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce.

The San Ysidro Chanber of Commerce pronotes
t he busi ness community and enhances South Bay's econom c
devel opment, and we pronote the investment in our -- in
the infrastructure.

| am here to speak in favor of the Sun- -- and
proposed Sunrise Powerlink transm ssion |ine, and our
Board of Directors has unani mously approved our offici al
support.

It does not take an energy expert to realize
t hat southern California is in need of more energy
supplies. W need nore power plants and we need nore
transm ssion lines to ensure our region remains
economcally conmpetitive and to protect the quality of
life for our famlies.

W thout a reliable supply of electricity, a
return of what we saw in 2001 during the energy crisis:
busi nesses in southern California could again consider
packi ng up and | eaving the state.

In fact, less than two weeks ago an article in
the Wall Street Journal pointed out that companies such
as Google and Intel had chosen to construct their
facilities el sewhere, except for California.

Yes, despite the need for more power and the

effort to meet state mandates, renewabl e-energy projects
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i ke the Sunrise Powerlink meet resistance.

We have taken action now to ensure our region
has the reliable power it needs in the future.

The Sunrise Powerlink will dramatically expand
excess renewabl e-energy sources and improve reliability
for all energy consumers by delivering enough power for
650, 000 con- -- consu- -- custonmers.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up.
MR. CURRI E: Okay.

On behalf of the businesses throughout the
San Di ego we strongly urge the California Utilities
Comm ssion to approve the Sunrise Powerlink.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Dani el Beeman.

STATEMENT OF MR. BEEMAN
MR. BEEMAN: Hel | o.

My name is Dani el Beeman.

| was an el ected representative for a
community called North Park.

We put up the first solar streetlights because
SDG&E woul dn't do its job.

MR. REYES: Right.

MR. BEEMAN: We were mandated to put up these
streetlights according to the voting of the public
there. They chose to tax themsel ves.

And because we couldn't put up the street-

[ ights quick enough, we had to go to an alterative.
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That alternative was called solar energy.

We put up panels, and we can put a nuch --
much more quicker by a private entrepreneurial group.

That's just like this (indicating), which I
bought for $18 or $14, and it creates energy by sitting

in my car and |lights and worKks. Sol ar wor ks. | know
it. | have proven it. | have done it as a public
of ficial.

Now, what else can we do?

We need to protect | ndians.

| was raised by WI m Banks.

You m ght have known Dennis Banks who did
Wounded Knee.

She raised me because she wanted to take care
of me. My nmot her was si ck.

l'mreally scared of what these towers are

going to do to the Indian | ands and their burial

grounds.

We need to do something different.

Now, | ook. |f solar works -- and |'ve proven
sol ar works -- why can't those people that create extra

sol ar get paid back for it?
Why at the end of the year are they just
surplus gravy for SDG&E and Senpra?
(Appl ause)
MR. BEEMAN: We don't need a plant down in Baja.
(Appl ause)
MR. BEEMAN: We need -- if we're going to get a
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pl ant, why not it be regulated on our strean?
Why not be regul ated by our systenf
There are better ways to go.

| thank you very much for representing us.

t hank you for listening to us.
And those sheep that | saw yesterday, closer
t han your are, M. Steven -- yesterday was beautiful.

need to see that again.
Thank you very much.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Sten Bjernefalt.
Did I come anywhere cl ose?
STATEMENT OF MR. BJERNEFALT
MR. BJERNEFALT: Yeah. For not being Swedi sh,

was great.
(Laughter)
MR. BJERNEFALT: Yeah.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | am definitely not Swedi sh,
unfortunately.
(Laughter)
MR. BJERNEFALT: |'m Sten Bjernefalt.
| am i mmedi ate past President of the East
San Di ego County Association of Realtors and serve on
t he Executive Comm ttee there; | amon the Board of
Directors of the California Association of Realtors,
about 200, 000 strong; and |I'm past delegate to the
Nati onal Association of Realtors, one-and-quarter

mllion sal espeople.

it
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|'m a resident of Rancho San Di ego ElI Cajon,
and I've lived in San Di ego County since 1948.

On behalf of the Environmental Policy
Comm ttee of the National Association of Realtors in
Washi ngton, DC, and on ny own behalf, | speak very
strongly in favor of the Sunrise Powerlink.

| think that everyone in this room understands
and senses the mandate that we have, and |I'm strongly in
support of what we've tal ked about, individual use of
cl ean energy at the source, at the point of use, but
it's intermttent, at best; it really can't be
regul ated; it can't be enforced; and it can't be
mandat ed. It's very, very practical; it's sonmething
t hat we should go for.

But our |egislators in Sacramento have ordered
us to increase our renewable and green resources to at
| east 20 percent. We're at about 6 percent right now.

OQur gift here in southern California is that
we have abundant geot hermal power to the east; we have
cl ean and abundant sol ar power to the east; we have
cl ean and i nexhaustible energy fromthe wind to the
east . It's green, it's natural, it's renewable, it's
i nexhaustible, it's reliable, it doesn't pollute, it's
cost-effective, and it doesn't erode the delicate fabric
of our atnosphere.

But we know that those resources are
absolutely of no use. They will never do anyone any

good unless and until there's a provision made to bring
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t hat power to the popul ation base.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | need to ask you to wrap up,
pl ease.
MR. BJERNEFALT: And, with that, | will wrap up.
Thank you very much.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Phyllis Brener.
STATEMENT OF MRS. BREMER

MRS. BREMER: Your Honor, Comm ssioners, my name
is Phyllis Brenmer, and | |live on Mesa Grande north of
Santa Ysabel.

My husband and | live completely off the grid
with our own 48-volt photovoltaic system running a 2,000
square-foot hone.

First I would like to thank Judge Wei ssman and
Comm ssioner Grueneich for all the time and attention
t hey have given to the public process and to thank CPUC
Presi dent Peevey and Comm ssioners Bohn and Sinon for
joining us today.

Hopefully you have the opportunity to see the
beauti ful Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and the
magni fi cent backcountry where the proposed Sunrise
Power |l i nk hopes to traverse.

My husband, neighbors, and | have been
attending i nformational meetings and hearings since
Decenber of 2005.

This has already been a |long battle to

preserve some of the |ast remaining unspoiled areas in
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San Di ego County and a necessary battle for our own
survival and that of the flora and fauna in an area
twice effected by horrific firestorms in the past five
years.

Pl ease i magi ne our shock when we first | earned
two years ago that SDG&E was proposing a 500-Kkilovolt
line through this pristine fire-prone area, through a
state park, wilderness areas, gutting Centennial Ranches
and the historic Santa Ysabel Valley.

We couldn't fathom such an irresponsible, un-
reliable route, which they justified because they were
now under pressure froma state mandate of 20-percent
renewabl es.

SDG&E' s | ack of renewable initiative in the
past may now cause the destruction of thousands of acres
of irreplaceabl e habitat.

You have the authority to put a stop to this
travesty.

Today's planet needs people in positions of
authority with the courage to prevent further
environment al destruction, people who will bring the
21st Century into realistic, smart, clean-energy
production --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: |'d ask you to please wrap up.
MRS. BREMER: -- responsible | eaders not
intim dated by corporate noney or the politics of our
Governor.

Pl ease make your decision based on reasonabl e
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| ocal generation and not on a deceptive renewabl es ruse
that will forever mar San Di ego County.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN:  All right. Thank you very much.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: John Bremer.
STATEMENT OF MR. BREMER
MR. BREMER: Comm ssioners, Judge, | hold in ny

hand Senpra Energy's Annual Report for 2007
(i ndicating). It has these beautiful wi nd generators on
t he cover.

(Laughter)

MR. BREMER: SDG&E doesn't own them, didn't build
them and didn't even want them

They are owned by the Campo Kuneyaay | ndi an
Nati on.

Senpra Energy had to even ask perm ssion to
t ake the phot os.

(Laughter)

MR. BREMER: Fromall that | can determne from
their own hundred-page report, they don't have any
renewabl e i nfrastructure. But nobody reads these things
anyway; they just | ook at the pictures.

If there was not a green or renewabl e
component to the Sunrise Powerlink project, would you
still consider approving it through the remaining
wi | derness area across the mddle of |argest state park

and onto Los Angel es?

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6032

SDG&E' s nationwi de portfolio of power sources
ot her than natural gas, coal, petroleum and nuclear is
enpty.

They have stated in their own Annual Report
that they will not meet the Renewable Portfolio
St andards, or the RPS, for 2010 and don't know when they
will.

They are banking on the CPUC s January '08
Proposed Decision to defining flexible compliance in
which -- that states insufficient transm ssion is a
perm ssi ble reason for failing to satisfy the RPS goals.

So it appears that SDG&E may not be mandat ed
to ever neet the 20-percent standard, and even if the
$25 mllion maxi mum penalty was i mposed, why should this
bot her then? They'd just pass the savings onto their
customers.

(Laughter)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up.

MR. BREMER: Even with the concocted i nmpossi bl e-
dream scenario in the Inmperial Valley, SDG&E is still
| ess than 13 percent of the RPS, and they are blam ng
the EIR/EIS for the reason they will not neet the
standard on time.

W t hout the Sunrise Powerlink they have a
smal |l er renewabl e portfolio than | do.

Senmpra Energy --

(Laughter)

MR. BREMER: -- has bet the farmon |iquefied
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natural gas, and we all know it.
I|f the Sunrise Powerlink, in whatever formit
t akes, becomes a reality, it will be fueled 100 percent
by liquefied natural gas product froma foreign country,
froma nonrenewable fuel froma foreign country,
t housands of mles across the Pacific, using over a
mllion gallons of fuel just to get here to Mexico.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | need to ask you to really stop
now.
We have ot her speakers |ined up.
Thank you very nmuch for com ng
MR. BREMER: Thank you
(Appl ause)
M . BREMER: Just one.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: No. We have got people lined up.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
MR. BREMER: The only green conponent | can find
t hat actually exists is the paper --
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | have to --
MR. BREMER: -- the report is printed on.
(Laughter)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Al'l right. Wesley Cater.
And Nos. 71 through 80 please start stretching
your | egs.
STATEMENT OF MR. CATER
MR. CATER: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
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Thank you for com ng

And it's my pleasure to be here again to talk
before you.

| am Wesl ey Cater, past President of the
California State Park Rangers Associ ation and speaking
on their behalf today. W have over 600 menbers in the
Associ ati on.

| first came to Borrego Springs -- Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park as a Park Ranger in 1949, and
later in my career | retired at -- I'ma retired
Superi ntendent of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.

' m here today to state our opposition to the
| and grab and the use, un- -- the use of Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park for a power |ine.

It's not well-known, but 43 years ago
San Diego Gas & Electric proposed al most an identical
power |line through Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.

At that time we were able to obtain enough
opposition to this, and they selected an alternate
route.

Today, alternate routes still exist.

We support the Draft EIR -- EIR/ EI'S Report
whi ch reconmmends alternative routes, and we believe they
shoul d be used.

Back in 1928 Frederick Law O msted, in his
survey for state parks, said that there needs to be
preservation and protection of open space, solitude, and

escape of the evidence of human intrusion, and to avoid
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i rreparable changes in the | andscape.

His statement is as valid today as it was 80
years ago.

The desert is not a wastel and.

M. O nmstead was the architect for Central
Park in New York City.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: M. Cater, | want to thank you.

We have got to nove onto the next speaker

MR. CATER: Okay.

Stop the | and grab.

And al so the Governor removed our Comm ssion-
ers fromthe State Park Comm ssion because they opposed
his policies.

Don't be afraid of him

(Laughter and appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
STATEMENT OF MR. REYES
M . REYES: Hi .

My nanme i s Rudy Reyes.

|*'m a candi date for County Supervisor, east
County, Second District.

| was also the worst injured recognized hero
of the 2003 Cedar fires.

As you guys may or may not know, the | ast
fires were somewhat caused by SDG&E

And we have maj or problems in San Diego in
t hat regards.

Now, SDG&E is planning or at least trying to
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get nore power lines through what we'll call tinder?
That's not acceptabl e.

The fact that you guys or as SD- -- as SDG&E
has veiled itself in trying to make itself claimto be
green when this energy is going to be com ng from
sout hern border? Mexico? And it's going to be natural
resources burning?

Now, | got to say Dianne Jacob, the person |
am runni ng against -- she also opposes it. \Why?
Because this is wong. This is straight out wrong.

| happen to live in a community where we are
very strong.

We' ve al ready pushed Bl ackwater out of east

County.

And I will tell you, | have nmy degrees in
ar chaeol ogy. | do not support you guys destroying our
environment; | do not support what you guys are doing

here and the fact that you guys are trying to force
energy down our throats.

San Di ego, I nmperial County -- we want to be
self-sufficient. That's what you're hearing here.

We want to be able to stand on our own with
sel f-sufficiency.

Al'l I'"mseeing is a fight between profiteers
and the community.

"' m asking the comm ssioned taskforce here to
back the community.

| am asking you guys to do what the people are
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asking you to do. Hel p us to become self-sufficient.
Hel p San Di ego. Don't force this power I|ine
down our throat.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Marti Craig W I not.
STATEMENT OF MS. W LMOT
MS. W LMOT: Hi .

Thank you for com ng and thank you for
i stening.

| ama mom and |I live in Lakeside, and | wi sh
| would have worn a business suit and | could have
tricked you all. But - -

(Laughter)

MS. W LMOT: | support all the people who are

agai nst the Powerlink, and | have a little nore to add.

| would just like to say that we live in a
great country. The United States has historically been
a world |l eader in science and technol ogy innovati on.

In my lifetime |I've seen conmputers change from
huge machines as big as this roomto conpact devices
t hat everyone here either owns or has access to.

| went to the swap meet in Pasadena yesterday
and | saw those rotary phones that we used to use when |
was little. Look at how our telephones have changed in
the | ast 15 years.

|'ve seen a man wal k on the nmoon and soon wil
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see man wal k on mars.

Today | feel like I'"'min a time warp.

Why are we here this discussing Powerlink when
it's worthy of a 1950s presentation?

We can do better.

Powerlink is an antique.

The Powerlink is also not the only option

Who will benefit here?

Foll ow the nmoney to the Senpra Energy
stockhol ders. But for everyone else -- for me, nmy son,
my husband, and most of the people here in this room
certainly -- our environment, our planet, our safety,
and our health are priceless.

We are at a crossroads. We can either tunnel
down into the dark ages of polluting, global-warm ng
energy, or we can be creative innovators and | eaders in
the new frontier of energy solutions.

It is up to you.

| say Be | eaders.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
| have to ask you to wrap up. You're a half a
m nute over already.
(Laughter)
MS. W LMOT: Okay.

| just think we can do better.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Thank you.
MS. W LMOT: Thanks.

(Appl ause)
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Roger W ggaus.
STATEMENT OF MR. W GGAUS
MR. W GGAUS: Hel | o.

| am not a public speaker, but | do have a
passion for protecting our parks, and so | am as you
can see, against the this power I|ine.

| | ooked up Anza-Borrego Desert State Park in
W ki pedia, and it said it is a state protected |and, and
that's what |'m asking you to do.

The purpose is to convince you to protect the
beauty of our worl d-famus Anza-Borrego Park.

Anyt hing that destroys the scenic beauty of
our Park will require that | call W Kkipedia and change
the definition.

(Laughter)

MR. W GGAUS: Personally | have enjoyed this Park
for 40 years. |'ve -- as soon as | discovered it, |
couldn't stay away.

| wish to continue to enjoy the natural beauty
and serenity of the Park: hi ki ng, canpi ng, star
wat chi ng, flower, photography, canmping with Boy Scouts
to teach them the wonders of nature and the mystery of
t he desert.

As you al ready know, our park system was begun
by President Teddy Roosevelt, and it was he who said:
Keep it for your children and your children's children
and for all who would come after you as one of the great

sights which every American, if he can travel at all,
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must see.

My time is about out, but |'ve got to say that
there's no justifiable reason to use our parklands for
any purpose that would jeopardize the preservation of
our state and national treasures.

We nust hold tight to Teddy Roosevelt's
pur pose.

Teddy Roosevelt would turn over in his
grave -- and he will -- if this plan is approved.

(Laughter)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

Gwenn Mari e.

STATEMENT OF MS. MARI E
MS. MARI E: Hel | o.

Thank you all so much for being here and thank
you so much for |istening.

My name is Gwenn Mari e.

' m here with a couple of hats on.

One of themis as President of the Borrego
Springs Chamber of Commerce, and our Chamber of Commerce
stands in strong opposition to Sunrise Powerlink.

(Appl ause)

MS. MARIE: That's because, in representing

busi ness in Borrego Springs, we are also overl ooking an
endangered species, which is the small busi ness owner
here in Borrego Springs. That's anot her hat | wear.

Two years ago my husband and | reached deep

into our or personal savings -- we have no big
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corporation behind us -- and acquired the Borrego Vall ey
Il nn, which is a very magical and special place that
people fromall over the world visit.

This project would completely wreck that as
wel | .

And on anot her personal note, |I'm changing up
everything | wanted to say because | keep thinking, |
keep hearing: We need this. W need energy. W need
energy.

| was back from-- comng -- driving back from
Los Angel es about a coup- -- couple of nonths ago,

9: 00 o'clock at night, driving down the freeway, had to
reach in nmy purse and get out my sungl asses at

9: 00 o' clock at night so I could actually make nmy way by
an auto park that was so |it with LED |lights, so

bright -- we need to nmess up our park so we can have
more of that?

Thank you

(Laughter and appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Katy Moretti.
STATEMENT OF MS. MORETTI
MS. MORETTI : Hi .

|'m Katy Moretti, and |I'm here on behal f of
the Moretti famly of Santa Ysabel.

My famly imm grated to this country and
bought the Santa Ysabel Ranch in a -- as a Spanish | and
grant in 1890.

From generation to generation we' ve preserved
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the |l and and are | and conservationi sts.

History will show that the Moretti's have
given SDG&E t hree easements for transm ssion |ines.

At the time we recognized it was important for
our community.

Today we recognize the Sunrise Powerlink is
not hi ng but a smoke screen for SDG&E to get electricity
from Mexi co.

There is no benefit for our community.

The Northern Route will transgress the entire
ranch.

The |lines and access roads will destroy what
my famly has preserved for for over a hundred years.

This travesty will jeopardize my famly's
ability to make a living and destroy the integrity of
our ranch.

The EIR does not adequately address the
destruction and inmpacts the access roads and |line wil
cause nor does it address the crippling effects this
line will have on individual |andowners.

My fam |y opposes the Sunrise Powerlink;
however, should it come through our ranch, we have asked
SDG&E to work with us on the least -- the way it could
come with the | east ampunt of inpacts.

SDG&E refuses to conprom se.

The Fifth Amendnment allows for private land to
be taken for public | oot -- use.

I s condemi ng an easement 300-foot wide
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t hrough one of the most beautiful areas of San Di ego
County to facilitate getting cheap electricity from
Mexico in which consumers bear the costs and Senpra
Energy reaps the benefits really what our forefathers
had m nd when they wrote the Constitution? | think not.

| ask the CPUC to take this into consider-
ation, that this line will destroy famly heritages and
hi story.

Pl ease do not all ow SDG&E to take this away
fromme, nmy children, my grandchildren, and all of nmy --
the fam lies in Santa Ysabel.

Thank you for |istening.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
STATEMENT OF MS. SLAUGHTER- MORETTI

MS. SLAUGHTER- MORETTI : | ' m Sandra Sl aughter -
Moretti .
Not only will my husband's famly ranch, which
is our livelihood, be negatively inpacted by the Sunrise

Powerlink but my famly's business in Julian, the Julian
Cider MIIl, will also feel the effects.

We have been a fam |l y-owned business in Julian
for 36 years.

One of the coments we al ways hear from our
customers is how they enjoyed the beautiful drive up the
mount ai n.

Julian is a small community, and our

mer chants, my famly included, rely heavily on tourism
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The recent wildfires and the increasing fuel
prices have chall enged the community.

Shoul d the Santa Ysabel Valley be ruined by
t he hi deous towers and scarred by massive access roads,
it is feared by the merchants in Julian that the fol ks
fromthe city will not spend the gas nmoney to drive
t hrough this eyesore.

| do not feel the EIR is correct in its
statements on that inmpacts the Sunrise Powerlink wll
have on the econom ¢ devel opment of the Julian/
Santa Ysabel comunity.

The fires of 2003 and 2007 were a hardship.
Anot her permanent bl ow of our beautiful drive being
destroyed will be devastating for the Julian merchants.

The Sunrise Powerlink will be an econom c
destruction for Julian.

| am here as a merchant to ask the CPUC to
deny any overhead route of the Sunrise Powerlink.

And Katy has addressed the CUPC with the 17-
page letter.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
John Rai fsnider.
STATEMENT OF MR. RAI FSNI DER
MR. RAI FSNI DER: Yes. John Raifsnider from

Jul i an.
And I -- | will also thank you for |istening.

And as | was standing and sitting here |, too,

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6045

was |istening.

And | had nmy notes, and nmy head was sw mm ng
with ideas of what | wanted to say, and -- and it just
was swar m ng. Il -- 1 -- 1 -- 1 -- 1"d take a century.

So | just decided to keep listening.

And it occurred to nme that this is what we
need to do: l"mlistening to everyone. Not just one
side presumably or another side.

| see only humanity here. One -- one
humanity, and we're divided. There's a war going on in
this room | -- you can feel it. Everyone can feel it.

And, speaking of energy, it's a terrible waste
of energy.

(Laughter)

MR. RAIFSNIDER: And it dirties the air as well.
It's not clean energy.

| am t hinking about what |istening means, and
it occurred to me that listening is a |list ending. Cur
lists of issues.

We have the issues. W all have the issues.
But what | realized -- and I -- by the way, which side
am | on? Hmmm

| am for the Sunrise, but it is a Sunrise that
respects what's in here, the heart (indicating).

There is something that happens to our heads
when money fills them they seem -- they start to fl oat
away fromthe body, away from the chest --

(Laughter)
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MR. RAI FSNI DER: -- and it is in the chest that
the treasure lies, the treasure chest which is beauty.
Living for beauty. Not commodities, not things, but for
beauty. That's what we see here, that's what we want;
and we all know this.

But some of us are a little nore fearful. W
don't believe in the future. W don't have the
i magi nation to see that it can be done differently.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: It'"s time to return to |listening
very soon.
(Laughter)
MR. RAI FSNI DER: Yes.
(Laughter)
MR. RAI FSNI DER: You're listening well.
(Laughter)

MR. RAI FSNIDER: The -- there was a -- there was
a -- California's named after a -- a goddess. The
Spani sh named it as Calif- -- Calif- -- Califia, and she
lived on an island with -- and it was an island of all
women, very beautiful women, and she was the nmost
beautiful of all, and California got its name fromthat
woman. And it is about beauty, the gold of beauty, and
not the coins that jingle in your pocket.

So, thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Kat hl een Beck.
STATEMENT OF MS. BECK
MS. BECK: Oh, boy. | don't know how to follow
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t hat one. That's --
(Laughter)
MS. BECK: That's somet hing.

Okay.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Just do it quickly --

(Laughter)

MS. BECK: "1l -- 1"1l make up for that time.

Okay. My name i s Kathleen Beck.

| am here to represent el der education.

| worked for 15 years with the el der education
in San Di ego County.

We seek to inform future generations of the
wi sdom and beauty that lies in this area.

So | would Iike to carry on by saying that
energy generated closest to its use, so direct, so
efficient, so easy in this age of buddi ng nanotechnol ogy
where the use of something as archaic as a huge above-
ground extension cord in the sky seenms absurd.

| magi ne i f each community devel oped energy
from where they stood?

| bring a blowdryer today as a synbol, a
symbol of wi nd and heat.

W nd and heat we have in our communities,
enough to power our power.

The dryer is also a symbol of our excess.

In a recent article a journalist wote that we
need this excess power, and he used the bl owdryer as one

of the things that we need.
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| question this need of ours.

I n our age of excess and gl obal warm ng, a
bl owdryer is simply out of step, especially the when it
comes in contrast to our famly jewels.

In the State of California we are known for
our famly jewels.

Our state parks are some of the finest. They
are not excess; they are necessary. Wthout them we'd
become empty of what gives our |lives a sense of
i nterconnectedness with the planet.

As humans we are the only species who can | ook
out for other species to make sure that they would also
have the space that they need to survive.

Pl ease make the choice that is best using both
your m nd and your intuitive sense of right and wrong.

This intuitive sense is what we share with
creatures who may be lost if we do not honor our
i nterconnect edness with our natural world.

There is another way, energy generated cl osest
to its use.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Jason Wells.
MS. BECK: Who do |I give this to?
THE REPORTER: (1 ndicating)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: No Jason Wells?
Al'l right. Jennifer Wite.
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STATEMENT OF MS. WHI TE
MS. WHI TE: | ' mJennifer White, and | own a home

here and | own a home in San Diego, and |I'm a native
San Di egan.

My conclusion is simple: the Sunrise Power-
link project is the wong solution to the future of
smart energy in this state.

The project is not needed, it is ill-
conceived, an environmental disaster, a $1.3 billion
m st ake.

You will be deciding the fate of this
damagi ng, destructive project.

Facts from experts have shown that -- San
Di ego Gas & Electric saying that we nust have this
transm ssion line and that they can solve all the
unmtigated problenms with the plan is del usional.

The craziest part is the plan to go through
part of Anza-Borrego State Park.

It is inconceivable to add nore inpact of
people and transm ssion lines to the already fragile
| and.

What woul d the Big Horn Sheep say? Baaaaaaad!

(Laughter)

MS. WHI TE: Sorry, Governor Arnol d. Your
comments, as reported by the Union-Tribune May 10t h,
t hat those environnmentalists, activists, and Democrats
exhi bit a kind of schizophrenic behavior when it comes

to this project is so ridiculous and sad.
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| am one of those people who is proud to be
opposed to Sunrise, to want renewable, smart energy, and
consi deration of the earth and all the creatures on it.
We, the citizens and the wildlife, just say no
to San Di ego Gas & Electric.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
And our | ast speaker -- excuse me -- Carol --
Carol yn Morrow.
STATEMENT OF MS. MORROW
MS. MORROW: Hi .

My name is Carolyn Morrow, and | live in
Ranchita in the rural backcountry of San Di ego County.

| also have a bis- -- have been a business
owner since 1977.

And I've lived through three of the wildfires
started by transm ssion |ines.

Thank you for joining us today.

The so-called Sunrise Powerlink is a
complicated, politically infected project, and we all
have to keep cool heads while discussing it.

Much has been written in the news about
environmentalists not being willing to comprom se, but I
would like to submt that it is SDG&E who is unwilling
to come to the table, modify their outdated business
model , and become community citizens to be proud of.

| would like to pose a question: \Why hasn't
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SDG&E and Sempra invested in alternative energy?

Since SDG&E and Senpra are determ ned to
ignore state-of-the-art technol ogy, does the CPUC need
to mandate conpliance?

Di stributed generation is doable. San Diego
County has sun and wi nd. Feed-in tariffs would
encourage a | ocal projects.

| mporting renewables is an oxynoron.

A biomass energy project is ready to come
on -- become commercial in 90 days. This is electricity
fromtrash, with ultra-low em ssions, 98-percent
conversion efficiency, and a technology that fits in a
war ehouse. Bui l ding these projects near landfills wll
go a long way to solve our waste problem not to mention
our in-county generation.

Or what about fuel-cell energy which combines
hydrogen and oxygen fromthe air to produce electricity
and reusabl e heat and water.

Fuel cells produce direct-current electricity
wi t hout conbustion, have a m nor footprint, virtually no
noi se, and nonpol |l uting.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | need to ask you to wrap up.

MS. MORROW: If I can do the research, certainly
SDG&E and Sempra can conme up with better solutions for
San Di ego County.

| woul d ask SDG&E to | ook northward to Edi son
and PG&E. Both utilities have made excellent gains in

devel opi ng renewabl e portfolios.
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Only you, the CPUC, have the to power to put
politics aside and insist that SDG&E and Senpra wean
t hensel ves, their sharehol ders, and the County of
unheal thy attachments and demand that they devel op
di stributed in-county generation and renewabl e-energy
production first.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN:  \When we come back from-- froma 10
m nute -- another 10-m nute break, I1'll ask that Nos. 81
t hrough 90 be ready to go, and be thinking really hard
about being time-obedient people.
We' I | take another 10-m nute break.
(Recess taken)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: We'l| get back on the record now,
and we'll nove with -- move to Sally Theriault.
STATEMENT OF MS. SALLY THERI AULT
MS. THERI AULT: Close. Close.

My name is Sally Theriault, and I've lived in
Borrego Springs for over 25 years, and | speak to you
today primarily as a parent.

Li ke many parents, | worry about the future we
are creating for our children.

As a society we've made choices that will
saddl e subsequent generations with an enornmous nati onal

debt and questionable national security.

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6053

My fear is that they will face ever-increasing
| evel s of stress as they try to make their way in an
uncertain world.

Wel |, people under stress need retreats, and
nat ural areas provide respite for the soul and
refreshment for our psyches.

As Thoreau put it, we need the tonic of
wi | dness.

The proposal you're considering today
threatens some of the wildest and most beautiful country
in San Di ego County, and | inmplore you to reject it as
shortsighted and unnecessary.

This project does nothing to encourage
conservation or the |ocal generation of renewabl e energy
whi ch would do nuch nore for San Di ego's energy
sustainability, independence, and security in the long
run.

(Ti mer beeps)

MS. THERI AULT: My own children may not |live here
10 years from now or 20 --
That was nice.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: That was your 30-second warni ng.
MS. THERI AULT: Oh.

(Laughter)
MS. THERI AULT: Okay.

My own children may not |live here 10 years or
from now or 20, but someone's children will, and
wher ever my kids end up, they will need wild places.
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| feel confident that there's going to be
smart people out there working on inproving energy
technol ogy, but once we give up wlderness we can't ever
get it back.

Sacrificing Anza-Borrego in eastern San Di ego
County for SDG&E's proposed Powerlink route --

(Ti mer beeping)

MS. THERI AULT: -- woul d set a dangerous precedent
t hat would not be fair to our children and their
descendents.

(Ti mer beeping)
(Laughter)

MS. THERI AULT: 50 years from now, 100 years from
now wi Il my grandchildren, your grandchildren, our great
grandchil dren wonder what were we thinking, or will they
be grateful to you for preserving wildlands and for
encouragi ng genuinely smart energy sol utions.

Thank you very nmuch for com ng

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Sorry for the interruptions to your
presentation.

That's clearly not going to work. We'Ill --
(Laughter)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Let's nmove straight onto the

electric shock and forget about that.
(Laughter)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: That's okay. We won't do that
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agai n.
(Laughter)
COWMM SSI ONER PEEVEY: Renewabl e el ectric shock.
(Laughter)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Renewabl e.
(Laughter)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: All right. Go ahead.
STATEMENT OF MS. MADELEI NE THERI AULT
MS. MADELEI NE THERI AULT: Hel | o.
My name i s Madel ei ne Theriault.
| am currently a senior at Borrego Springs
Hi gh School .

And | personally do not think that San Di ego's
growi ng power needs should be satisfied at the expense
peopl e who don't even live there, or at the expense of
wildlife, or those who enjoy visiting Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park.

In this day and age of rapidly expandi ng
technology it's hard to believe that the best sol ution
we can come up with is to generate electric power
hundreds of mles away from where it's needed, then
build hundreds of mles of gigantic, old-fashioned
transm ssion towers through wilderness areas and through
i nnocent people's backyards in order to get that energy
to San Di ego.

By allowi ng a huge power |link to be built,
instead of using innovative new nmet hods, SDG&E woul d be

rejecting new technol ogy and conservation efforts for
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the old ways which are ruining our environnment.

This issue is much |arger than just the
Sunrise Powerlink. lt's about an entire generation. Wy
gener ati on.

We need to see you considering smarter energy
sol utions now, including |ocal production of solar and
other forms of renewabl e energy. | f not, how will we,
as a society, progress beyond our dependence on non-
renewabl e and nonl ocal energy?

What good does it do to use renewabl e energy
if it requires a power link that ruins much of the only
natural environment left in San Di ego County?

|'d like to thank you for com ng to hear us
all, and 1'd like to urge you to make a deci sion that
will protect Anza-Borrego and the backcountry for future
generations, and, most inportantly, 1'd like to urge you
to make a decision that will move us as a nation in the
direction of truly sustainable energy production.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Laurel Granqui st.
STATEMENT OF MS. GRANQUI ST
MS. GRANQUI ST: Thank you for being here for us

and hearing us -- we hope.
(Laughter)
MS. GRANQUI ST: Il live in Julian.

"' m Laurel Granqui st. Il Tive in Julian,
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serving as a County Parks Patrol volunteer.

My husband and | spend a |lot of time in the
mount ai ns hiking as well as in the Anza-Borrego State
Park in the winter and spring nonths.

It is unthinkable that there could be a
behempth of a transm ssion line cutting through the
beauty of the east County, the desert and the nountains,
and sacrificing the public |Iands for the nonetary
gain -- gains when there are proven alternatives

solutions to power sources.

The next will be short, but not sweet.
| inplore you -- if you wisely reject the
Sunrise Powerlink, | inmplore you to reject and use your

i nfluence to keep the federal governnment energy policies
from overriding a wise decision that you will make to
reject the Sunrise Powerlink.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Karen Prescott?
| think Karen Prescott we already heard from
earlier.
Dave Shannon.
STATEMENT OF MR. SHANNON
MR. SHANNON: Thank you for having us.

My name is Dave Shannon. | live in Borrego
Springs.

Of course, |I'm against the Sunrise Powerlink,
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and | don't own any nore suits.

(Laughter)

MR. SHANNON: SDG&E and the entire Sunrise Power -
link brainstorm-- brain trust needs to understand that
not a person in this town believes you are as altruistic
about your role in meeting San Diego's future energy
needs as you say you are.

Per haps SDG&E and Powerlink should have their
PR people here today to help spread the pain of these
events around.

You have a major image problem no matter how
hard you wax about future energy needs, where the power
will allegedly go, or how little you will inmpact the
desert.

We noved to Borrego Springs several years ago
from Los Angeles, the huge, awful city up north, yet we
have | ower energy rates and never ever had a bl ackout.

| nstead of $1.3 billion for developing a
renewabl e power source, or whatever that really means,
depending on interpretation, how about giving your
customers a dependabl e power source so we don't have to
endure six to eight blackouts each summer in triple-
digit tenmperature.

You charge some of the highest rates in the
nati on, so why can't you deliver what we are paying for
at a time when the town's population is at its yearly
| owest and many people utilize swanp cool ers, solar over
AC.
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Now you want to cross this pristine desert
with a huge power |ine.

It is your desert, too.

s it not beautiful?

Don't think for a mnute that we believe these
towers and |ines can be installed on specific easenents
with [ittle damage to the i mmedi ate environment.

Once your heavy equi pnment conmes in, the |and
will be permanently scarred, first at the ecosystem
| evel, then forever a form of visual pollution for the
residents and visitors in the future.

So, please, hunmor us. Just because we live 72
mles from Ral ph's and Honme Depot, we are still able to
see through your PR blitz, inflated energy needs, and
esti mated costs, and understand conpletely your future
profit-based goals which, if acquiesced to, will forever
alter this desert environment.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Joan Shannon.

And will those with Nos. 91 through 100 pl ease
start going up.

STATEMENT OF MRS. SHANNON
MRS. SHANNON: Hel | o.

| "' m Joan Shannon.
| am a resident of Borrego Springs, and | want
to thank you for com ng here today and giving us the

opportunity to speak about the proposed Sunrise Power -
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link project.

My husband and | have call ed Borrego Springs
home for the past three years.

We first discovered the Borrego Valley 13
years ago when | ooking for an area where we could decom
press from our hectic lives in Los Angeles County, a
pl ace where we could |lick our wounds inflicted by the
city.

In our brief three-day stay we experienced its
cl eansi ng power.

Over the years we have fallen in | ove, deeply
in love, with this |and of beauty and have i nmersed
ourselves in this town and in the surrounding |and that
makes up the state park.

My husband has devoted hundreds of hours in
its Visitor Center hel ping people from around the world
| earn about and appreciate it, a place that has been set
aside for the enjoyment of all for forever.

| believe we have the awesome responsibility
of being stewards of this planet we inhabit.

We are called to care for it and all its
creatures, to preserve it for those who will follow us.

| want to believe that those who come after me
can get the chance to have the same |life-enriching
experiences |'ve had.

It is tragic that this park and surroundi ng
areas could be marred by this project, one that is

unnecessary. And if SDG&E is engaging in deceit to
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convince us it is necessary, one word comes to m nd:
unconsci onabl e.

| respectfully ask you to | ook deep within
yourself as you consi der your deci sion.

Pl ease do the right thing and vote no on this
proj ect.

Pl ease consider smart-energy alternatives for
the future.

Hear our pleas, and please listen with the ear
of your heart.

Thank you very much.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Bill Collins.

STATEMENT OF MR. COLLI NS
M. COLLI NS: My name is Bill Collins.

| am a | ocal resident.

The Stirling Solar Project is nore costly than
the rooftop solar project that Southern California
Edi son has proposed.

They plan to | ease rooftops in Riverside
County and provide 250 megawatts of clean, renewabl e
energy.

Then, after that's up and running, they plan
to do it again.

San Di ego County borders Riverside County.

San Diego Gas & Electric should be thinking

about doing a sim/lar project.
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They al so need to put in sone peaker plants on

the coast to help out when it really gets hot.

They do not need the Sunrise Powerlink.

| f gas goes to $200 a barrel, that conputes to

$6 a gall on.

Woul dn't it be cool to drive in an electric

car that you plug into your solar at home and never have

to go to a gas station?

Comm ssioners, please don't |let San Diego

Gas & Electric destroy our state parks, our forests, and

our private |l and, some of which have been ranches for
over a hundred years; instead, help make our County
sust ai nabl e and sel f-sufficient.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Greg Shi del er.
STATEMENT OF MR. SHI DELER
MR. SHI DELER: Good afternoon.

My name is Greg Shideler, and | live at the
hi storic Al pine Ranch.

| *'m an ecol ogi cal designer and consultant for
wor |l d i ntegrated sustainable habitat.

| have come here today in opposition to the
Sunrise Powerlink.

Many excell ent reasons and statenments have
been made, but -- made to reject this Application, and

support those statenents.
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$1.5 billion does not produce a single watt.

For over 35 years | have been involved in
designing zero-em ssions, closed-|oop systens using an
anaer obi c digester of my own design.

These systems utilize organic waste as a
resource -- waste-resource springs, and in a WSH-
desi gned system an advanced bioreactor is housed in a
greenhouse with aquatic and terrestrial bioremediation
units.

Using biology it is possible to remove the
organic fraction fromlandfills, therefore preventing
greenhouse-gas rel eases for the next 100 to 200 years.

Usi ng bacteria in closed-|oop reactors, it is
possi ble to produce both hydrogen and met hane.

Hydr ogen, H2, can power a basel oad power
generations via fuel cells, and pipeline-quality methane
can be used for peaking power, be it turbines or gas
engi nes.

How much electricity from organi c-waste
resource can we actually generate?

| figure it's over 20 percent of the
el ectrical needs can be met through this technol ogy.

After extracting the H2 and CH4, or natural
gas, the greenhouse environment allows us to co-produce
mul tiple products.

Agquatic units can produce al gae, plants, fish,
crayfish, shrimp, and hundreds of other products from

the nutrient-rich liquids while sequestering carbon
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di oxi de.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: |'d i ke to ask you to wrap up.
MR. SHI DELER: Uh- huh.

So the econom c advantages with return on
investment of three to five years, renewable distributed
generation, zero em ssions, food and water, green jobs,
| ow cost, econom c regional engine.

Say no to Sunrise Powerlink.

Say yes to the Local no-wires distributed-
generation alternative.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Carolyn M ller, please.
STATEMENT OF MS. M LLER
MS. M LLER: What he sai d.

(Laughter)
MS. M LLER: Hi

My name is Carolyn Mller, and |I'm an educat or
at Fox Outdoor School.

First I would like to thank the Conm ssioners
for giving me this opportunity to speak.

| strongly disagree with SDG&E's plan to put
transm ssion |lines through our state park.

This inmported power is old technol ogy, and we
need to move forward.

The use of solar electricity is a significant

step toward energy independence and preserving our
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envi ronment .

Currently the use of solar energy generates
| ess than 1/2 of 1 percent of our residential energy
needs. This is because solar power has been too costly
and conplicated for the average person.

This has been the problem but now there's a
sol uti on.

There's already a new conmpany that wants to
change how we power our homes. This conpany, called
Citizenre, could elimnate the need for nore
transm ssion lines. They sinmply require you to sign on.
It's a rental agreenment whereby the engineer -- they
engi neer a solar system for you.

They obtain the proper permts, procure the
equi pment, install the system and integrate it with
your utility conpany.

They monitor and maintain all the equi pment
for you.

After that all that is paid is a flat nonthly
rent.

You woul d generate your own renewabl e energy
from the solar panels you rent.

This power offsets the power you would have
been buying fromthe utility.

The savings would nore than cover the rent.

The rent is |locked in for up to 25 years,
saving money over time as electricity prices continue to

ri se.
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This service guarantees that the rate per
kil owatt of energy will not go up for 25 years but, nore
i mportantly, elimnates the need for nmore transm ssion
lines.

Peopl e are already signing on with this
conpany right here in Borrego Springs.

' m not affiliated with this conpany in any
way, but | am excited that solar energy is about to hit
mai nstream

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up.
MS. M LLER: If this is possible --
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up, if you can.
Thank you
MS. M LLER: -- do we really need to give a green
light to the outdated, antiquated idea that Sunrise
Powerlink is?

We need to change how we power our homes, our
busi ness, and our worl d.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

John Keenan.

STATEMENT OF MR. KEENAN
MR. KEENAN: Good afternoon.

"' m John Keenan. | came here from Carl sbad
t oday.
| went hiking this norning.

| Tove this place. | come out here all the
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time.

|'m a project manager for -- a consultant
proj ect manager. | work for the government.

And | just, for the heck of it, sort of |ooked
at this idea that these guys came up with, that Senpra
Energy came up with for this project, and it's insane.

(Laughter)

MR. KEENAN: | mean, the only reason they nust
have for doing it is because they think they can get
away with it.

They actually think that you're going to |et
t hem put power transm ssion |ines across the best desert
state park in the world.

They nmust be insane.

And the only reason they have for doing it is
because they want to make a bunch of money.

And the only way they can do it is if you |et
them so don't let them take our money for sonething
that's nuts, and don't |let them mess up our desert.

Thanks.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WE| SSMAN: Deb Westcott.

STATEMENT OF MS. WESTCOTT
MS. WESTCOTT: Thank you to the Comm ssion and

t hank you, everybody, for being here.
See how far | get.
| ook out over the audience and | think of

the view outside my tent as | wake up and | ook outside
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over the park at daybreak.
And | also think of when | drive from
Oceansi de and drive out here through Ramona and | see
t he Santa Ysabel County and -- Valley -- |I'msorry --
and | think of what Katy Moretti was saying earlier.
And | think of when | first heard about the
Power | i nk. | thought, That's insane. They can't do
that. That the desert state park was -- we made it a
state park with a certain vision in mnd and a certain
spirit, and | ask you all, don't let them put that
transm ssion line through
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Judy Wt hers.
STATEMENT OF MS. W THERS
MS. W THERS: My name is Judith Wthers, a small

busi ness owner and hobby soap maker.

Enj oy your soap.

(Laughter)

MS. W THERS: | spent my childhood in the City of

San Di ego and the last 30 years in the backcountry.

In the first 25 years fire was not such
an issue.

Five years ago | burned out in the Pines fire
started by a power line. Since then | have been
t hreatened by the Cedar fire, the Mataguay fire, the
Angel fire, and finally the mother of themall, the

Wtch Creek fire, also started by a power I|ine.
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As we | earned, what starts here can end up
down t here.

In 100 years this recreation area remains
unchanged. The quiet, peaceful vistas still exist today
for thousands who choose to spend the day visiting all
their favorite stops along the way to Anza-Borrego Park.

What has changed is the climate.

Where once | | ooked forward to seeing the | ast
of the snow days to sumer, now | face that season with
dread.

We have a fraternity of political |eaders
pre-aligned with Sempra no matter what the evidence
suggests.

Fortunately we do have | eaders here who |isten
to their constituency, read all the facts, and cannot
approve a project that will damage this world-class park
and subject San Diego to even greater fire damage.

The negatives are many:

The technol ogy proposed is antiquat ed.

Full disclosure of expansion plans is |acking.

Extreme fire risks.

Desecration of national and state parks as a
result of approval of this project.

Avoi dance of the EPA standards set to take
effect in 2010 since this line is actually meant to
transport unregul ated power from Mexico to the north.

Paid for by the ratepayers and the unmtigable

| oss of the state park puts the price too high.
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This issue should not be about transm ssion
but transition to locally generated rooftop solar and
wi nd where transm ssion is already in place.

Hel p junmpstart the green revol ution by
rejecting this project, by supporting the EIR, the
San Di ego Smart Energy Plan, and the will of the people.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Davi d Gar mon.
STATEMENT OF MR. GARMON
MR. GARMON: Thank you, Judge Wei ssman,

Comm ssi oners.

My name is David Garnon. |"m a resident of
San Di ego and a physici an.

And we've certainly heard a | ot today about
renewabl e and reliable energy.

And | al most wonder if it's possible to hear
about renewabl e and reliable energy wi thout the next
phrase: and we got to keep the |ights on.

(Laughter)

MR. GARMON: And | want to suggest that it's not
a -- an accident that we keep hearing all of these
government al agencies, the Chamber of Commerces, on
message.

| want to draw your attention to two
docunents. One was a very short one, an article that

appeared in the San Diego Union-Tribune |ast April 27th
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in which it described the period in early 2004 when
Sempra was licking its wounds from the Rai nbow Vall ey
fiasco and began planning for the Powerlink.

At that neeting there were twelve nmovers and
shakers, including my San Diego City Council man, who
said: The only way that we can go forward with the
Powerlink is if there is political cover. And that
political cover can be had if we sell this as renewable
and reliable.

That's what they are doing, and | don't think
it's a big secret.

Fortunately -- the other document that | want
to call your attention to, this little 7500-page
docunents that you may be famliar with, the EIR --
just want to say what an incredi ble document that is and
t hat Aspen, the Comm ssion, the BLM should really be
commended for the effort that has gone into the
obj ective analysis of an unbelievable amount of data.

Thank you for doing that.

| hope --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Let me ask you to start wrapping
up.
MR. GARMON: Yeah.

| hope the Comm ssion will help San Di ego nove
in the direction of inplenmenting the |east-damaging
alternatives that are outlined in the EIR, and that is
the in-area generation and the devel opnent of in-area

renewabl es.
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If, in the end, it turns out that the un-
spoi |l ed beauty of these mountains and deserts is to be
sacrificed, | hope that you will direct that mles and
mles of the Powerlink project be placed down the medi an
of Interstate 8. It would be safer fromterrorist
attacks than in some isolated spot on the desert, it
woul d be less likely to spark wildfires, and it would be
a fitting monument seen by mllions of citizens for
generations to conme, the nmonument cel ebrating the
triumph of corporate profit and persistence over reason
and public wel fare.

(Laughter and appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

M. Garnon, | have to ask you to --
MR. GARMON: | hope and pray it will never be
built and that that will not be our | egacy.
Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Robert Staehle.
STATEMENT OF MR. STAEHLE
M. STAEHLE: Thank you for com ng here.

' m sorry. | left my suit at hone.

| "' m Robert Staehle.

| am speaking to you as an engi neer for about
35 years in space research in a variety of projects.

And |I'm accustonmed to very conplex issues, and
| think those are represented by this report that your

staff and the BLM staff and Aspen have prepared.
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| want to say, |ike David did, | applaud first
all their accuracy and second of all their courage to
come forward with a -- a very -- a conclusion that is
certainly upsetting to the Applicant.

| view the upcom ng decision that you fol ks
have before you as being about Californians as | eaders
in the world, as we often have been.

WIl you apply 20th Century principles of
megaproj ect uber alis, or will you set the tone for the
21st Century by enbracing highly networked, robust | ocal
generation?

Sunrise Powerlink, as you hear, will generate
exactly zero watts of electricity, but your approval of
it will generate a fat bonus and nore options for Donald
Fel si nger as Chairman and CEO of Senmpra Energy and his
top staff. And, according to their 2006 Annual Report,
he earned somet hing over $12 mllion, but, nore
importantly than that, in that report, in his Letter to
Shar ehol ders, you can find what anmpunts to the strategy
for Sunrise Powerlink described in his letter to
sharehol ders, which I'd ask that you read into the
record, where it tal ks about the Iink to Mexico
generation, it brags about the five-times increased
profit and doubling of revenue and share price since
1998, it even alludes to the northwest part of the
Power | i nk.

So | inplore you to make the choice the way

| woul d, between the $1.3 billion plus Sunrise Powerlink
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in the 20th Century, or, what | would like to see you
do, is to pick up on the staff recommendation for in-
area generation, get us on the road to energy self-
sufficiency, and make California a trendsetter for the
21st Century.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

MR. STAEHLE: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Lori Paul.
STATEMENT OF MS. PAUL

MS. PAUL: Thank you for this opportunity to speak
and thank you for comng here to all the Comm ssioners
and to the Adm nistrative Law Judge.

| have been here before.

My husband and | have driven down fromthe
Pasadena area, from Altadena.

Everyone should have a hobby. We come down
for each these neetings.

And you've heard me --

(Laughter)

MS. PAUL: It probably goes for you, too.

(Laughter)

MS. PAUL: And | have a whole bunch of conpelling
bi ol ogi cal justifications for opposing Sunrise Powerlink
that won't fit into 90 seconds, so I'm-- 1'"m struggling
with what to you tell you besides the fact that | agree
with so many of the prior speakers against the project.

| do have a quote, of course, fromthe Great
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Law of the Iroquois Confederacy. It's a cliche. You've
probably heard it before. And Cliches have a reason for
exi stence, that's because they are often true. And it
says that, "In our every deliberation, we must consider
t he i mpact of our decisions upon the next seven
generations."
And | urge you all to be the heroes that |
t hi nk your staff have been in com ng up with the very
excellent EIR and EIS, up against the odds, up against
the political pressure, and supporting strict science
and dat a.
| think that you need to support them and, if
you do, | think your names will go down in history as
being a turning point for this state in terms of how
we -- we manage our energy needs and the future.
And | thank you for that and hope it won't be
ot herwi se.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: G don Si nger.
And would Nos. 101 through 110 pl ease start to
line up.
STATEMENT OF MR. SI NGER
MR. SI NGER: Okay. My name is G don.

And one thing | wanted to say is the people
have spoken so el oquently today as they did a year ago
when the head of the State Parks, Bobby Shriver, was

here and spoke also very well.

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6076

And what happens when the highest of our
peopl e speak clearly about what the people want? They
| ose their job.

So | wish Bobby could be here today to echo
what we're all saying.

And anot her thing, before | start, is no one's
really tal ked about consunption.

| mean, | can't tell you howto live, but we
all could consume much less and still live a pretty fat
life, so that's something to think about.

| hi ked here. Actually, | live on a beach.

| hiked from Mount Laguna to here for this
meeting just because | felt like that's what | should
do.

And it dawned on me, you know, when | passed
Sci ssors Crossing and wal king the 78 for a while, what a
beautiful entry gate to have a 500-kilowatt |ine
basically at the entry to the, you know, western portal
to the park.

And I'1l begin ny little witten part.

The DEIR - -

ALJ WEI SSMAN: You have about a half a m nute now.
MR. SINGER: -- DEIR confirnms we don't need the --

the -- don't need the Powerlink

Additionally, there are other ways to meet our
region's needs without destroying our state and nati onal
parks' wi |l dernesses as well as our dwi ndling non-park

backcountry open spaces.
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Even with the downgraded status in the world
t hat our country has received over the | ast eight years,
the world still |ooks at us as a paragon, and California
is the country's nmodel .

The deci sions you make as Conm ssi oners
regarding this project will be a watershed moment for
the -- California, for the United States, for the world.

Wil you stand strong and uphol d Teddy
Roosevelt's original plan for our parklands, or will you
set a devastating precedent, creating an open door for
future intrusions on all our vital open-space parklands?

Even if we needed a transm ssion |ine, which
we don't, reading all of the stuff -- it's all there --
basically even if 100-percent renewabl es are online,
that is not reason to go through the state park.

That's compl etely unsustai nabl e, unrenewabl e.

And Senmpra's point about having the easenent
staying with that -- that's thinking in two di mensi ons.
It's a three-di mensi onal thing.

| mean, these small poles that are there now
are -- pretty of much di sappear when you are 100 feet
fromthem

160-foot tall cackling power-1line poles would
pretty much ruin that portion of the desert.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Sarah Hol t.
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STATEMENT OF MS. HOLT
MS. HOLT: Hel | o.

My name is Sarah Holt, and | amfifth grader
in Borrego Springs Elenmentary.
| have lived in Borrego all my |ife and seen
the Big Horn Sheep many times, and | don't want their
habitat to be disturbed.
Pl ease don't | et SDG&E put these towers up.
Per haps we do need nore electricity. Then why
can't we use solar power since we live in a very sunny
pl ace.
| may just be a child, but | know the
environment is the nmost important thing everywhere.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Jeanni e Beck.
STATEMENT OF MS. BECK
MS. BECK: Hi .

My name's Jeanni e Beck, and | want to thank
you all for comng to listen to us, some of us again.

| believe the Sunrise Powerlink project is
unnecessary and intrusive. And since we're all part of
this environment, we should consider how delicately
bal anced all of its systens are and how we are al
i nterconnected and affected by each other's decisions
and actions.

| am going to read a short poem
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Our movenments through this life are |ike
wal ki ng on a spider's web. What happens here is felt
t here, and what happens now affects tonmorrow. Every
strand connects to the whol eness. Every space is
significant.

W Il our movements sustain the integrity of
the Grand design? |If we weave durable connections ever
m ndf ul of the vibrations felt throughout the web. W
know sinplicity is el egance.

A well -made web is so strong and fine it's
nearly invisible. No view is sacrificed. It gives with
t he wi nd. It's made to work with the el ements.

What happens here today connects to future
generations.

Weave your connections consciously and | eave
the web intact. So when the light is right, and you're
standi ng back, there's just that hint of brilliance.

Intend to | eave with no regrets.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Lauren Krekel berg.
STATEMENT OF MS. KREKELBERG
MS. KREKELBERG: So cl ose.

Thank you
My name's Lauren Krekel berg.
| am from just outside of Alpine in Hopatula

Vall ey and the Alternate Route D, whatever that means.

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6080

| have mnmy prepared statement, but we've heard
so much here today, so many facts.

First off | just want to say |I'm absolutely
opposed to the Sunrise Powerlink.

| don't want it in my neighborhood; | don't
want it down here in the desert.

And | do comend most of us in roomthat are
united in our one thought that it is absolutely not
necessary -- not the Southern Route, not the Northern
Rout e, not anyone's route.

So | urge our esteemed panel here to consider
the truth, consider the facts.

Fol | ow t he facts. Make us proud of you.

Protect our earth and its inhabitants.

Do not vote for the deep pockets of big -- big
busi ness -- most of which who have left already -- and
t he propaganda that went along with that.

Thank you so nmuch for your time.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Kevi n Krekel berg.
STATEMENT OF MR. KREKELBERG
MR. KREKELBERG: Thank you, your Honor,

M. President, and the Comm ssioners for being here
t oday and allowing me to voice nmy opposition to the
proposed Sunrise Powerlink project.

My name is Kevin Krekel berg, and | oppose this

project primarily because it is unnecessary.
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The power required to meet the future needs of
San Di ego has been proven to be obtainable through a
number of alternative resources.

We know | onger live in the Dark Ages, reliant
upon fossil-fuel sources that contam nate our air and
destroy our atmosphere.

It would be irresponsible of us all to
continue the destructive practices enployed by those who
came before us when clean, efficient alternatives can
turn the tide of global warm ng and secure a safe and
heal t hy planet for those who come after us.

Secondly, |I'm vehemently opposed to the scars
upon our backcountry created by the construction and
mai nt enance of gigantic steel towers emtting EMFs of
i mmeasur abl e force, destroying nature, natural wildlife
habitats, and the visual disruption of our pristine
vi ewscapes, not to nmention the increased risk of fire
dangers proven to be related to power |ines.

Finally, |1 am opposed to the project because
it has been so grossly m srepresented by SDG&E.

Anyone who | ooks at the facts and digs deep
can only conclude that the power line is a conduit of --
of power from Mexico to Los Angeles.

The very idea that a special-interest group,
such as SDG&E and their parent conpany, Senpra, would
have the ratepayers' interests or best interests at
heart and the well-being of the residents of San Di ego

and its surrounding communities as its first interest is
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an insult to every thinking person who |ives here.
Pl ease vote against the Powerlink project.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Sandra Roberts.
STATEMENT OF MS. ROBERTS
MS. ROBERTS: Hi .

Sandra Roberts.

Thank you for being here and giving us all a
chance to talk.

When | first heard about the Powerlink | took
it personal. It was |ike a bl ow. | just -- 1 couldn't
believe that our park and this |and would be
comprom sed.

And | think you have a wonderful opportunity
because | think you can | ead and save. The future power
needs can be melt with -- w thout sacrificing our parks

and desert and conmmuniti es.

| nvestors are spending mllions -- hundreds of
mllions of dollars in new technol ogy. It's possible.
And once these power |lines go up, they'll be obsolete.
They' || be there forever.

Pl ease say no to the Powerlink.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Nor man Roberts.
STATEMENT OF MRS. ROBERTS
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MRS. ROBERTS: | want to -- | certainly want to

t hank you for com ng down.

| understand you didn't all have to come, and
that | know everybody here appreciates it on both sides.

| am here in opposition.

My name is Norman Roberts, and | and ny famly
have lived here for a long tine.

We have a hone here, and we have some property
here, and both properties adjoin Anza-Borrego State
Par k.

Of course, we thought, when we bought them
that the Park was forever, which it doesn't seemto be.

| ncidentally, I'"mhere also as a former
Presi dent of the San Di ego Taxpayers Associ ation --

(Laughter)

MR. ROBERTS: -- and | disagree conpletely with

everything that they have said.

| know a | ot of menbers of the San Di ego
Taxpayers Associ ation are against this project.

| want to bring up something that | think is
i mportant, and | have a map here which |I hope you have
copies of (indicating), and it tells the story that |
want to speak on, and that is that this power is going
to come through five different nations before it ever
gets to us.

And some of these nations, |ike Russia, where
the gas is comng from or Indonesia -- they're not very

stabl e countri es.
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Putin, as you know, is a dictatorship;
| ndonesi a has had all kinds of corruption problenms; and
t hey al so have tsunam s, and they also have hurricanes.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | need to ask you to summari ze very
qui ckly because you are beyond your tine.
MR. ROBERTS: Okay.
And this product is going to be shipped

t hrough Mexico which had, | think, 800 nmurders so far
this year, and | don't believe that -- that we're
solving any of our problems -- the energy problem by

sendi ng energy through Mexi co.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. Roberts.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Kristine Leathers Murray.
STATEMENT OF MS. MURRAY
MS. MURRAY: Good afternoon, menbers of the

Comm ssi on.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today
on behalf of the Orange County Business Council,
representing those businesses and residents that live in
south Orange County and would be benefactors and
critically need the supply of renewable, reliable energy
sources.

The orange County Business Council represents
over 200,000 enpl oyees in Orange County and 2,000, 000
statew de, representing some of the |argest and nost

i nnovative conpanies in southern California, and we
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focus on three strategic initiatives which include
wor kf orce devel opment and education, increasing the
supply of affordable, reliable, quality housing in
Orange County as well as inproved infrastructure, which
is transportation, water, and, yes, energy, and is why
|'ve driven all this way today and |listened with
everyone to all of this testimny, so | thank you for
your patience and consi deration.

The Busi ness Council as been a long-tinme
supporter of the completion of the Sunrise Powerlink
Transm ssion Project which will supply or provide an
essential supply of clean energy to south Orange County.

' m here today on behalf of the Business
Counci |l and our workers to strongly urge the Conmm ssion
to approve this vital link for renewabl e energy sources
to the entire region.

And | thank you for your patience.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for your comrent.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Julianna Jordan
STATEMENT OF MS. JORDAN

MS. JORDAN: Thank you for letting us come to you
t oday and for being so patient with all of us.
My name is Julianna Jordan, and I live in the
W/nol a area of Santa Ysabel.
And 1'd |like to focus nmy conments on two areas
of concern.

My husband and | were fire victins back in the
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2003 fire. We |lost our house which we'd had for over 25
years.

We were able to rebuild our home, but al most
|l ost it again seven nmonths ago when the Wtch Creek fire
came within two m|es of our house; and the Wtch Creek
fire was caused by downed power |i nes.

We get trenmendously strong wi nds around here,
and | think that was one of the reasons, of course, that
the fire spread so quickly, and that the power I|ines
wer e downed. So consequently I'"mvery worried about the
potential fire damage that the Sunrise Powerlink project
coul d possi bly cause.

Secondly, | would really Iike my native State
of California to take a |leading role in reducing our
nation's dependency on foreign oils -- fuels.

The Sunrise Powerlink project would depend on
i mported fuel from other countries, as we have been
telling -- tal king about.

Why can't we start depending on our own
natural resources?

In this area we have plenty of sun and w nd.
Let us be on the cutting edge and harness them for part
of California' s future energy needs.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Deborah Sperberg.
And Nos. 111 through 120, if you want to start
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['ining up.
STATEMENT OF MS. SPERBERG
MS. SPERBERG: My name is Deborah Sperberg.

My husband and | live here in Borrego Springs
most of the year in a passive solar house.

During the summer we return to Corona Del Mar.

' m sorry this hearing is being held in md-
May because many of Borrego's |lovers, visitors, and
wi nter residents have already returned to their sunmmer
retreats.

It is shocking to me that a conpany, San Di ego
Gas & Electric, which should be a | eader in going green,
is proposing this devastation to one of the npst
beauti ful parks in the world.

The map of the Powerlink route should say in
big capital letters: CARBON FOOTPRI NT.

A huge swath of this park, which attracts
visitors to California fromall over the world, will be
blighted by the view of enormous transm ssion towers.

What arrogance to destroy the future of this
pristine wlderness.

This is antiquated, |ast-century thinking.

Energy solutions, |like everything else in a
greener world, have to become nore | ocal.

Powerlink's antici pated benefits are iffy; the
devastation proposed is certain.

| urge you to say no and join us in resisting

this blight.
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| f SDG&E and ot her companies were required to

pay for excess energy generated on our rooftops, we

woul d all invest in all the power we need.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Wes Hil ton.

STATEMENT OF MR. HI LTON

MR. HI LTON: Thank you for the opportunity to
speak.
| am Wes Hilton. | live in -- on the very

northern edge of San Di ego overl ooking Carmel Valley

Lagoon.

That seemed a very odd place to termnate this
i nk.

Even ny old | aptop does not need a gazillion-
dollar Iink to recharge it. And the Link -- the Link

woul d go right down a beautiful |agoon.

| began backtracking the Powerlink route by
goi ng on a Barnett Ranch Preserve hike.

Driving there, | did not know exactly where |
was goi ng, but I knew | was not heading for the Inperial
Val | ey.

After a beautiful hike at the preserve, |
investigated further and |listened nore.

| also am convinced SDG&E is trying to set up
a phony renewabl es versus environment (indicating
guotes) contest to split the opposition.

| also am convinced the Sunrise Powerlink is a
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politically-correct facade for distribution of power
generated in Mexico from fossil fuel and sending it to
new devel opment in L.A. and Riverside County.

Now, that's good news for me because | believe
SDG&E al most surely does not intend to actually build
the link to the coast near nmy house.

But | still feel you should send a strong no
message -- no nessage to the SDG&E managenent
coprolites.

That's c-o0-p-r-o-l-i-t-e-s.

Thank you

(Laughter and appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Greg W Il son or Greg Nel son,
rat her.
STATEMENT OF MR. NELSON
MR. NELSON: Hi .

l'd like to thank you all for being here
t oday. And excell ent speakers, one and all.
| don't have a fancy title or anything |ike
that, but | do know that |ocalized wi nd and sol ar works.
Ni ne years ago, when we finished our home in
War ner Springs, my wife and | decided to junmp into the
future and take advantage of the California Energy
Conmm ssion offer of rebates and et cetera, and since
t hen we' ve been good enough to give SDG&E 3 to 5
kil owatt-hours a day to give to other people with no
payback to us.

Our average nonthly bills are $4.68, and
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that's because we have to be hooked to the grid to do

t hat .

Thank you again for your tine.

But | just amin opposition to this Powerlink
l[ine in all forms, and that -- believe that |ocalized

and know that |ocalized power works.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Pam Nel son
STATEMENT OF MRS. NELSON
MRS. NELSON: Pam Nel son, WAarner Springs.

Speaki ng as third-generation southern
Californian, it's clear that human inpacts, not natural
forces, have increased the frequency of wldfires, nost
recently power |ines as the obvious culprits.

And |'ve seen |l ots of poor planning disregard-
ing southern California' s need for protection of open
space, of biocorridors, of biodiversity.

This project follows suit in all respects and
by putting nore pressure on our protected (indicating
quot es) public | ands.

We have 25 -- twent- -- sorry -- 24 PV panels
and a small wi nd generator that provides our power and
daily excess.

We don't live in Imperial County, and, to sone
people's surprise, we also have sun and wi nd.

(Laughter)

MS. NELSON: Until our region is saturated with
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energy production at or near the users, this project
shoul d not be consi dered.
| al so oppose the Sunrise Powerlink because it
di verts noney and efforts fromthe nore efficient |ocal
and nore nationally secure energy production at the
user's site.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Jack Terrazas.
John Strung.
STATEMENT OF MR. STRUNG
MR. STRUNG: Your Honor, M. President,

Comm ssioners, | have lived in Borrego Springs in its
wi nt er season now for over 10 years.

| originally was -- | amstill a resident also
in Orange County, and | have to put that in because |
di sagree with the Business Council's provisions because
|'"ve lived there for over 40 years.

| still go back because | have connections on
foundations | serve in the County.

This Powerlink is going to destroy aspects of
this park which I think are inmportant.

It's complete, the ecological -- the whole
ecology as a full field of enough area to give the
animals roomto roamin.

It is -- recreation is one of the chi ef
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activities here, and that's a word | often give to ny
friends that, as Ansel Adans pronounced it, it's
re-creation. And that is inmportant.

And to destroy the values of the area will
decrease the value of this area.

And nobody said: What is that cost?

What does that -- can you put a dollar val ue
on what is done to this property against the people who
conme here for recreation and thus re-creation?

| thus counsel you to vote no for Sunrise
Power | i nk.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN:  Anne Casey.
STATEMENT OF MS. CASEY
MS. CASEY: Good eveni ng, your Honor and

Comm ssi oners.

Thank you very nmuch for this opportunity and
for delaying your dinner hour to allow us to speak
against this inportant decision that you are going to be
maki ng.

| speak in opposition to the Sunrise
Powerlink, and | won't reiterate the many conmments t hat
have already been made because they've been done far
more clearly and cogently than |I could do; however, |
will say this:

| own property in Ocotillo Wells that ny

famly and | have enjoyed for over 25 years, although
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' m a resident of San Diego. | live two mles from
Bal boa Park.

When | consider the devastation that would be
wr ought upon the desert region by this project going
forward, | can see it in a -- a clear light, viewing it
as going through Bal boa Park, an area that | |ove and
enjoy alnost on a daily basis.

| would urge you to oppose it if you think of
it in that context.

There are other technol ogies that are nore
appropriate, and they have been used in such places as
Kern and San Di ego Counties as wi nd turbines; England
and Norway already use oceanic turbines and generator
platforms to provide power for their nations.

These options are what is needed, not Sunrise
Power | i nk.

The future of solar power is infinite, as you
know.

The UN Climate Conference and the Pentagon are
jointly investigating space-based sol ar-power stations
t hat woul d beam sol ar-powered energy via satellites to a
receiving station on earth.

This is an astoundi ng project.

The United States and its Western States are
uni quely positioned to be a globally unifying force by
adopting and pursuing alternative-energy sources now.

Ameri cans are known as pioneers.

This one project has the potential to exhibit

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6094

that same spirit, but the current Sunrise Powerl i nk
proposal does not do that.
We stand at the cusp of an incredible
opportunity.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: l'd |like you to --
MS. CASEY: Let's not waste it.
Pl ease vote against the Powerlink.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
El ai ne Tul vi ng.
STATEMENT OF MS. TULVI NG
MS. TULVI NG  Okay.

Good afternoon.

| understand that this neeting is a rare
occasion, and even though | attended prior neetings, |
did not think adequate enough for me to speak on ny
behal f.

However, based on the time of year that you
chose to come down here, when nmost of our residents who
are nore verbal advocates against the Sunrise Powerlink
have moved on to their summer hones, | now feel
conmpel l ed to speak today for the one |ast chance.

My name is Elaine Tulving, and |I'm speaking
for my husband and me. We have full-time residence here
in Borrego Springs.

| personally have been an SDG&E consumer,

customer, since 1985.
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Whil e my husband and | appl aud SDG&E's efforts
to | ook out for our future energy needs, not just for
here in Borrego but for the whole County and, | guess,
Orange County, we are not inmpressed with its current
effort.

Unfortunately we can't switch our patronages
of utility conpanies unless we move conpletely out of
the area, so unfortunately |I cannot speak with ny
consumer doll ars.

We are appalled by the willful disregard for
wi | derness designation by the State of California and
possi bly the federal government.

Al'l those wonderful civic classes drilled into
our children's heads about how this great state and our
country wants to preserve the land is a bunch of
fal sehoods.

| have a difficult time teaching my 10-year
old and other Cub Scouts that their great government is
ever-diligent and trustworthy when it comes to
preserving fragile |land from massive destruction for the
better good.

My husband specifically wi shes to have it
known t hat spoiling the Grapevine Canyon woul d take away
t he greatest mountain-bi king pleasure he enjoys in Anza-
Borrego State Park.

| am al so a member of the National Association
of Realtors, and | disagree with the National Associ a-

tion of Realtors' stand.
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Thank you for listening, and we fervently hope
t hat you who hold our trust in the public will vote no
agai nst the Powerlink.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
Charl es Bennett.
Woul d Nos. 21 through 130 please start |ining
up.
STATEMENT OF MR. BENNETT
MR. BENNETT: My name is Charles Bennett.

Thank you for allowing us to -- this -- this
opportunity to present our views regarding the proposed
Sunrise Powerlink project.

| recently read in the Union-Tribune about
Sout hern California Edison's project to install 250
megawatts of solar power on rooftops in San Bernardino
and Riverside Counties.

|f the project neets SCE's expectations, they
propose to double this and install an additional 250
megawatts.

This would bring the total cost to about 1-3/4
billion, and | expect that the econom es of scale will
result in some reductions in costs over the term of the
proj ects.

This is slightly nore than the cost of the
Sunrise Powerlink, and the power delivered equals that

whi ch the Powerlink plans to inport to the San Di ego

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6097

region.

These nunbers indicate that SDG&E coul d spend
slightly nmore than the 1-1/2 billion the Powerlink is
going to cost us to do a simlar rooftop-solar project
in the greater San Di ego region and deliver the 500
megawatts they say i s needed.

They can do that wi thout running through the
Anza- Borrego Desert State Park and the County's
beauti ful backcountry, they can do it without tearing up
preci ous archaeol ogical sites and disturbing Native
Ameri can burials, wthout jeopardizing endangered
speci es such as the Peninsular Big Horn Sheep, w thout
casting a visual blight over thousands of acres of
state-designated wi |l derness, without emtting any

greenhouse gasses, and wi thout added wildfire dangers

caused by power |i nes.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | need to ask you to wrap up.
MR. BENNETT: | ask that you send SDG&E back to

t he drawi ng board, direct that they follow the recomen-
dation of the EIR and use in-basin generation, specif-
ically massive use of rooftop sol ar.
Save our precious park fromthis blight.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Rob Roy.
STATEMENT OF MR. ROY
MR. ROY: Good eveni ng.
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Hi .

MR. ROY: Your Honor, | appreciate your humor and
t hought f ul ness throughout this |ong process, and,
Comm ssioners, | greatly appreciate your delaying your
break for dinner so that you allow me the time to speak
to you today.

| would also like to first say that |
appreci ate the thoughtful conmments that were presented
to you first thing today by San Diego City Attorney M ke
Aguirre and San Di ego County Supervisor Dianne Jacob.

My name Rob Roy.

| am the Environmental Director for the
La Jolla Band of Luiseno |Indians.

The La Jolla Band of Luiseno |Indians, a
sovereign nation, is concerned about this proposed
project and how it would affect their reservation as
wel | as our neighbors.

The Draft EIR states that a 69-kilovolt |ine
woul d be placed to go fromthe Warner Substation and
foll ow Hi ghway 76, traversing the reservation, to |ink
to the Rincon Substation; however, there is no environ-
mental or cultural analysis of this route in the Draft
El R.

There has al so been no direct government-to-
government consultation with the tribe as required by
Federal Executive Order; and the Bureau of | ndian
Af fairs has not been included in the preparation of the

Draft EIR.
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Addi tionally, SDG&E has stated the intent to
complete a loop linking to the LEAPS project that would
i nvol ve a 500-kilovolt line traversing the reservation
yet this also is not addressed in the Draft EIR.

The La Jolla Band of |ndians supports the
concepts of |ocal and renewabl e power generation.

The La Jolla Band of Indians cannot support
the Sunrise Powerlink and the resulting negative inpacts
to the reservation and the rest of the San Di ego County.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Craig Ml | wain.
STATEMENT OF MR. MC | LWAI N
MR MC | LMAIN:  That's right.

The first time that | canped at Borrego was in
1972.

As a child |I was fascinated by the sights and
sounds that greeted me waking up in this magical |and.

The last time we canmped was this spring, to
see the flowers with my grandkids.

| recoil in disgust to think that someday the
prom nent future of the desert floors on a ride in from
Banner could be this hul king, gargantuan symbol of
environment al rape.

This is the Painted Desert, the |and of

butterflies, coyotes, bees, roadrunners, and lizards.

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6100

It is a delicate ecosystem that must be
protect ed.

As a student | explored the Borrego Desert
every year.

My friends and | saw sheets of m ca encased in
t he desert-varnished rocks, the sun sinking | ow over the
Santa Rosa Mountains, streanms and pools of water, Indian
rock paintings, wi nd-carved sandstones, tiny gardens on
ocotillo- and yucca-dotted hillsides, a riparian oasis
full of birds, willows, and creatures.

This desert state park is part of who | am as
a Californian and a San Di ego native.

The thought of this enormus wound to our | and
cutting through the bel oved Santa Ysabel Valley brings
me to tears.

| love every oak, sage, manzanita, holly-Ieaf
cherry, every creature, every stream and waterfall.

It is our responsibility to end this abusive
proposition to destroy our nost-treasured wildlife
resources.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
STATEMENT OF MRS. MC | LWAI N
MRS. MC | LWAI N: Hel | o, honored nembers of the

PUC, and thank you very nmuch for com ng
| know that -- as nmenbers of the PUC, | know
you are famliar with the term "stranded asset."

San Di ego ratepayers have been required in the
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past to buy off Sempra Energy for construction projects
whi ch have been designated as stranded assets, that is,
assets that have |ost val ue because of changes in the
mar ket pl ace.

| propo- -- say that if this project is built,
it is quite likely that as early as 25 years from now
Sempra Energy will again come before you and claimthat
because of tremendous advances in rooftop solar and
breakt hroughs in power-generation technol ogies that no
one could have predicted, the Sunrise Powerlink has
become a stranded asset. They will claimthat they need
to be bailed out again by the ratepayers; thus, the
citizens will have paid for the construction costs,
suffered the damage to precious assets such as the
Cl evel and National Forest and Anza-Borrego State Park,
and then in the end be required to pay again when the
Powerlink is proved obsol ete.

It's easy to see that there's no downside and
risk to Sempra Energy under the current system

We ask that you, the PUC, please | ook out for
our interests in this matter because, you know, their
interests are already protected.

| have heard a | ot today from Powerlink
supporters about the need for reliable power.

How many of you know that if it had not been
for decentralized, |ocally-generated power, nost
particularly the clean natural gas cogeneration plant at

UCSD, that San Di ego would have suffered bl ackouts as
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wel | as smoke and ash during the fires?

A power line traveling mles through isol ated
wi | derness is inherently vulnerable to fire, earth-
quakes, vandalism mechani cal breakdown.

Decentralized distributed power is, by its
nature, much more reliable than reliance on | ong-

di stance transm ssi on.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Leslie Bell ah.
STATEMENT OF MS. BELLAH

MS. BELLAH: Thank you very much for com ng and
listening to us.

Sorry. | amreally emotional

My name is Leslie Bellah.

And | used to live in the Mojave Desert.

One of the things | hated about the desert up
there was the mllions of transm ssion |lines that was
there. They were everywhere.

It was hard to feel |like you were really out
in the wi lderness when you would go out and hear the
noi se and see those I|ines.

For a while I thought of moving to Arizona,
and | traveled a lot in Arizona, and one of the things |
hat ed about Arizona -- and | love the state -- is the
open-pit m nes and how the |l and's been so destroyed
t here.

Then | found Anza-Borrego and Borrego Springs,
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and | noved here.

And for about the first six years | was here |
spent every free mnute exploring this park.

And | wanted to tell you what it means to have
this place.

And when | started thinking about it, | kept
t hi nki ng of religious words |ike "sacred” and "divine,"
and | thought, well, that's funny because it's not a
religious issue.

But then | realized this is about preserving
somet hing that is sacred, not because ny ancestors |ived
here and were buried here, not because it's a religious
meeting place, because it's one the few places that
hasn't yet been ruined by progress and greed.

This park was set aside to be protected by
each generation so follow ng generations will have
somewhere to find peace, to watch the desert's mracles,
to observe wildlife, to see the wonder of Anza-Borrego
spring bloom and to experience nature and wil derness.

Everyone --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | ask you to wrap up.

MS. BELLAH: Everyone in this room knows the
decision -- the right and nmoral decision that should be
made about sacrificing this park.

The question is will big business and greed
wi n agai n?

We've seen the permanent damage of open-pit

m ni ng, danms on our rivers, and mles of giant power
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I ines crossing our once pristine |andscapes.

Pl ease don't let it happen again.
Pl ease don't let it happen here.
Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)

ALJ WE| SSMAN: Richard Ml ler.

STATEMENT OF MR. M LLER

MR. M LLER: Good evening, and thank you very nuch

for letting everyone speak and extendi ng your time.

May name is Richard M I er

| am Vice Chair of Sierra Club - California,
representing thirteen chapters and over 200, 000 menbers
in California.

| am al so Chair of the San Di ego Chapter with
over 14,000 members in San Di ego and | nmperial Counties.

This Comm ssion will be under great pressure
to approve this power |line under the prem se that it is
needed if SDG&E is to neet its renewabl e-energy goal.

Pl ease do not succunb to this false argunment.

This power line is not for renewabl e energy;
it is about SDG&E's plan to inport fossil-fuel-generated
energy.

SDG&E cannot be allowed to hold the citizens

and the environment of California hostage for their

honest -- for their failure to be honest about the type
of energy that the line will carry.
Pl ease do not ganmble on a power |ine that
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cannot achieve its stated goals.

There are better solutions for California and
for the environment.

The Sierra Club asks you to support the
findings of the DEIR that show that Sunrise Powerlink is
not needed and woul d request that you reject San Diego
Gas & Electric's proposal on the Sunrise Powerlink.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
MR. M LLER: Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Lydi a Loui se Jee.
STATEMENT OF MS. JEE
MS. JEE: Good afternoon, and thank you for

waiting so long for all of this.

My name is Lydia --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for waiting so |ong for
all of this.

(Laughter)

MS. JEE: My name is Lydia Louise Jee.

| ama child of the Golden State, raised by
recyclers and taught to practice conservati on.

In the 1850s gold meant wealth you can hold in
your hand; today gold can be the sunshine warm ng your
back.

I n southern California we have abundant
sunshi ne, a golden resource.

We need to actively pronote green energy

sol uti ons.
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How much renewabl e energy woul d have been
generated if every structure built or remodel ed since
the 2003 California firestorm had included sol ar-cel |l
power generation?

How nuch?

As a secondary point, our mlitary have
overflight training corridors that run perpendicular to
and directly across the Grapevine Canyon proposed
| ocati on.

In the 30 years | have lived here mlitary
aircraft have often flown just overhead and on wi ngtip
up and down canyons practicing evasive nmaneuvers.

The temptation to fly | ow over the deck, under
a wire is present and has been observed by many who live
or visit here today.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | have to ask you to wrap up,
pl ease.

MS. JEE: | f the power |line gets clipped, the
aircraft falls, the line breaks, and another wildfire
starts.

In closing, we should take this gol den
opportunity to lead with smart energy sol utions, not
antiquated technol ogy.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Susan Carter.

STATEMENT OF MS. RHODES

MS. RHODES: Hel | o.
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| ' m Kat heryn Rhodes.
|'ma civil and environnmental engineer.
The proposed Sunrise Powerlink is not

necessary to bring renewable energy into San Di ego

County.
And | have a |little handout for you here.
The existing --
ALJ WEI SSMAN: " msorry. Could you tell me again

what your nanme is?

MS. RHODES: Susan said for -- that | could go in
her place, if -- is that fine?
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Well, why don't you finish

your statenment.
Normal ly we don't do that --
MS. RHODES: Oh. Oh. ' m sorry.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: " m sorry.
THE REPORTER: Coul d you spell your name for me,
pl ease.
MR. RHODES: K-a-t-h-e-r-y-n- R-h-o0-d-e-s.

The existing Sout hwest Powerlink project was
built in the 1980s, and it was constructed spec- --
especially to connect the San Di ego County power grid
with renewabl e, clean solar energy from I nmperial Valley.

This is the same reason now used by SDG&E f or
the new transm ssi on power 20 years | ater.

| nst ead of cl ean, renewable energy flow ng
from I mperial to Mexico and Mexico to San Di ego County

using the existing Sout hwest Powerlink, SDG&E and the
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| ndependent System Operator decide to schedule dirty
fossil-fueled power in its place for profit.

W thin San Di ego County the Sout hwest
Powerlink is wholly owned and operated by SDG&E. The
| ndependent System Operators have 100-percent schedul i ng
ri ghts.

Al'l that is needed is to turn a switch and
schedul e renewabl e energy instead of fossil fuels from
| mperial Valley and Mexico. Probl em sol ved.

The Sout hwest Powerlink alternative was
excluded by SDGE early in the process without
expl anation or written analysis, except that they wanted
an alternative route just in case of wildfires.

The new route goes through a high-wildfire-
ri sk area

There's an energy |aw that says you're
supposed to try to use the existing right-of-ways.

What state law is there that says you can't
have two |lines close together, for the fire risk? | --
| don't know the | aw.

| f additional power is wanted, the superior
route to bring additional power to San Di ego County will
be --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease -- please wrap, m' am

Thank you

MS. RHODES: Okay.
Well, 1'"m going to show you sone of my photos.

This is the existing Sout hwest Powerlink
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(i ndicating). It goes right there, right next to the
border with Mexico.
Here it is again (indicating).

It doesn't go through the Clevel and Nati onal

Forest; it goes below the Clevel and Nati onal Forest.
It's already hooked up to the -- the power grid.

And that's the -- and here it is, too.

And I'd say -- | would |like to even drive you

guys down there so you could see what it |ooks |ike and

you could see how it will be so environmentally
sensitive to -- just for the parallel line.
Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Al'l right.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Well, we have time only for one
more speaker, unfortunately --
A VO CE: Oh. No.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: -- so why don't you come up.
A VO CE: Two nore.
(Overl appi ng voi ces)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Al'l right. Okay. You guys can --
(Overl appi ng voi ces)
(Laughter)
STATEMENT OF MR. DAVI S
MR. DAVI S: " m Ji m Davi s.

| am President of the San Di- --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: " m sorry.
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s there -- there's a name ahead of you.
Somebody has handwriting |ike m ne, so nust
someone named Steve Weissman, but -- no.
(Laughter)
MR. DAVI S: Not here.
ALJ WE| SSMAN: But | can't read the name --
MR. DAVI S: Yeah. Okay.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: -- but there's somebody ahead of
you.
MR. DAVI S: He's not there.
ALJ WE| SSMAN: He's not there?
MR. DAVI S: No.
(Laughter)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: All right. Okay.
MR DAVIS: Okay?
ALJ WEI SSMAN:  All right. Go ahead.
MR. DAVIS: Am | good to go?
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Yeah. Go.
MR. DAVIS: Okay.
l'"m Ji m Davi s.
| ' m President of the San Diego I nmperi al
County's Cattlemen's Associ ation.
Our Association is opposed to the Sunrise
Power | i nk project.
We feel that a better solution would be in-
basin gener- -- power generation.
We should -- we should put ourself -- why

should we put ourselves as risk to imported power when

be
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we have seen the negative effects of relying on inported
wat er . Okay.

The Iine is being proposed on the pretense it
will bring renewable energy to San Di ego, yet the sol ar
technol ogy is not proven.

Stirling stated recently that they would build
the first phase of their project, 300 megawatts, with or
wi t hout Sunrise Powerl i nk.

Let's see if this technol ogy works before we
invest 1.5 billion of ratepayers' money in the Sunrise
Power | i nk project.

California Farm Bureau attorney Karen MIIs
has expressed great concern about the impact to
agriculture in both the Imperial and San Di ego Counti es.

She has voiced concerns that the mtigation
measures during instruction are often ignored and
over|l ooked resulting in permanent damage to ranches and
farms.

We are concerned about the devastation of our
ranchl ands fromthe construction of the road -- roads to
build and maintain the power |ines, the increased risk
association with fire and food security.

For exanple, electric lines started the recent
Wtch fire during the Santa Ana w nds.

Should we all ow SDG&E to build additiona
power |ines which increase the risk of fire when we need
to have SDG&E take steps to reduce fire risk of the --

reduce fire risk in the backcountry?
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The food-security risk increases as a result
of people com ng and going from our ranches that have
t he potential of introducing disease and pathogens in
our livestock herds, grasslands, and farms.

Thank you for listening to our concerns.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: M . Feigel?
STATEMENT OF M. FEI GEL
MR. FEI GEL.: Yes.

My name's Norm Feigel, F-e-i-g-e-1I.

l'm from Mesa Grande

| have property up there, it's part of the old
Spani sh | and grant of the Santa Ysabel Ranch,
established in 1871.

The Powerlink is going to take up about a mle
of my property.

They are going to build roads to get to it,

and that's going to cause a |ot of disruption to ny

cattle, to the -- a |ot of | and. Dirt will have to be
removed to make these roads and so forth, and it will be
quite a -- quite a scar.

| won't know who's on the property and who
conmes and goes because |'l|l have no control of my | and
anymore due to the Powerl i nk.

| have to worry, then, about who's on there to
poach the wild- -- wildlife or even ny cattle or bring

on -- to be on the ranch.
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The fire hazard will be -- be great.

They can't fight it with the planes; they
can't -- they can't shut this |line down.

It takes them quite a while for an emergency
to shut down the |ine.

There -- it hasn't been proven, but there's a
possibility that this -- due to this power line there
can be a cancer or other diseases to my cattle that
woul d cause themto be sterile or to stop production.

If I had an 85-percent calf crop now and it
dropped to 60 percent, who's going to pay the
difference?

The Iine and the roads will cause damage to
the environment, to the wildlife.

Earth Day is every day for a rancher, not just
one day.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up.

MR. FEI GEL: It -- it -- if you |ooked at the
property now, you would see that it's approximtely the
same way it | ooked 250 to 200 years ago except for a
fence here and there.

Peopl e having -- could bring in disease on
their feet, their tire tracks and their -- fromtheir
trucks and equi pment, and it would affect the public
health because |I'd have to ship these cattle, and if
they' re di seased, who'd buy then?

It will reduce the property value trenmendous-

ly.
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Nobody want to buy us -- the property if |
wanted to sell it because of the power I|ine.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | need to ask you to -- to finish

now, please.
MR. FEI GEL: Okay. | ' m about done.

And the power line could -- could ruin the
ranchers, not only me but all my neighbors and so forth
because the -- the value would go, and they would cause
maybe em nent domain, which is a bad | aw anyway, but |
know it's on the books -- they could take it, and it
coul d cause foreclosure.

In closing, please put -- disapprove the
Powerlink just for the people of the backcountry and for
the citizens of San Di ego County and the parks and
everything that it effects.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. Feigel.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Ken Wi ght.

And are you -- you wouldn't be related to
Carol Schl oo-Wight as well, would you?
MR. WRI GHT: Well, she's going to speak after, at

t he eveni ng neeting.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Well, is she going to be here
anyway, in the evening?

MS. SCHLOO- WRI GHT: ' m here.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Are you going to be here in the
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eveni ng anyway?

A VOI CE: Yeabh.

MS. SCHLOO- WRI GHT: Yes.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: You'll be here in the evening
anyway.

MR. WRI GHT: Maybe she'll be one of the early ones
toni ght .

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Go ahead.

STATEMENT OF MR. WRI GHT
MR. WRI GHT: Well, good eveni ng.

And | can see from your eyes that you guys are
weary and probably tired of hearing a | ot of coments
t oday. Probably hungry, too.

But | just want to say, when | heard you were
copi ng down here for this unprecedented special meeting,
| was very encouraged to think that you would take the
time out to go through another neeting after all the
ones that were already conducted in the County; and it
gives nme great optim smthat you're here because | think
you want to hear the truth.

| love the Native American woman's coments
earlier. She spoke from the heart.

| think she grabbed everybody's attention in
this room

| am Ken Wi ght. |'m a teacher in the Outdoor
Educati on Program in San Di ego County.

And |I'm al ways amazed at how the inner-city

students | work with rarely see places of natural
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beauty -- they just don't -- free frommman's intrusion.

This presently does exist in our County. W

have these priceless deserts -- you've heard about
them -- the mountains, we have beautiful foothil
val | eys here, places of solace, |iberated roam ng, and

awesome inspiration.

These are gifts fromthe earth; they are not
to be given away; they belong to us all. They are a
mai n part of our sanity and our health.

Much |i ke the ocean and the sky above us, it
is our duty to protect these treasures.

|'d like to give you later a copy of my full

comments which are -- cover some of the other points,
but | want to go back to the transm ssion-line project
appl auded by -- excuse ne -- the solar project applauded

by the Governor recently in San Bernardino and Riverside
County by the Southern California Edison -- it was
menti oned earlier -- a great project that we should be
| ooki ng at for San Di ego: half the price, no
transm ssion lines, and no corridors as well.
Something we really should pay attention to is
what' s happening to the counties to the north. Gr eat
| eadership up there.
' m al so going to give you --
ALJ WEI SSMAN: ' m sorry. | really need to
wrap -- you really need to wrap up.
MR. WRI GHT: Okay.

' m going to give you an article fromthe
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Uni on-Tri bune also that 1'd like you to read -- April
13th article that goes on about that, and you're quoted
init, Doc- -- Judge Weissman, so --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: How many copies do you have --

(Laughter)

MR. WRI GHT: | have -- | have four.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: ' mjust joking.

Pl ease. Go ahead.

(Laughter)

MR. WRI GHT: | have copies for the Comm ssioners
and | have copies for you to read at your |eisure.

And | would just like to say with the | ast
comment, please make the | egacy of your Board one to be
proud of, not one to regret. One where we will not see
any new gi ant towers where spraw i ng, buzzing cables and
tortured | andscapes are anywhere in California, at |east
San Di ego.

Thank you for your time, and have a wonderful
eveni ng.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

Bef ore any of you | eave --

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: All right. There are obviously a
significant number of people that haven't had a chance

to speak yet.
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My apol ogies for that. " m sorry not to have
been able to get more of you in during this session.

Let me just say if you're -- if you know
you're not com ng back -- if you signed up and you know
you're not com ng back, let me know and I'll scratch you
off the list, otherwise we'll see you after the short
break.

And | will take the people who are on the I|ist
al ready first.

The other thing |I want to make clear is that |
know some people have told me they were hoping to have
an opportunity to make a coment in the afternoon and a
comment in the evening. It's very clear to nme that's
not going to be possible.

(Laughter)

ALJ WEI SSMAN:  All right. So -- so it's a
one-shot deal; and so please do not sign up again
because we'll just have to go through this one at a time
in the evening.

Ot herwi se, any Comm ssi oners want to make any
closing comments? All right.

COMM SSI ONER GRUENEI CH: See you in an hour.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Yeah. See mpost of you in an hour.

Thank you very, very much for being here.

(Appl ause)
(Wher eupon, at the hour of 5:38 p.m,
a recess was taken until 6:30 p.m)
* * * * ]
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EVENI NG SESSION - 6:52 P. M
ALJ WEI SSMAN:  We'|ll be on the record.
And the first speaker this norning is going to
be Carol Schl oo-Wi ght.
STATEMENT OF MS. SCHLOO- W\RI GHT
MS. SCHLOO- WRI GHT: Do | start? Hello. ' m Car ol

Schl oo- Wi ght. | oppose the Sunrise Powerlink because
believe this project has nothing to do with generating
renewabl e energy sources, reducing greenhouse gases,
reduci ng our need for inmported resources, reducing our
carbon footprint on the earth.

| believe that SDG&E and Senmpra Energy want to
continue having the monopoly on produci ng and the
di stribution of fossil fuels and maybe cl ean renewabl es.
| believe this is a |and grab of public and private
| ands. ' m so outraged by that | can hardly think
straight.

The other thing |I do know, that just buil ding

this thing is going to create so much greenhouse

em ssions it's unbelievabl e. | haven't heard that
menti oned. The other thing is that if this was -- if we
do invest in this 1.3 billion transm ssion line, then

where is the incentive to focus on local and distributed
generation goals, energy efficiency, and conservation
goals laid out as DRES in the State Energy Action Pl an.

| say yes to the many experts who have studied

and analyzed this project and have found it to be a
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boondoggle, a folly of destructive, unnecessary,
outrageously ridiculous, antiquated, dirty project.

| say yes to the recommendati ons of the Draft
EIR and EI S report. | say yes to the Smart Energy plan
sol utions. | say yes to forcing utilities and
communities to do the right thing by creating | ocal and
renewabl e energy. | say yes and thank you to the
politicians, officials, and the citizens and experts who
agree there are many better alternatives to this
proposal .

Pl ease, please, please say no to the Sunrise
Power | i nk. Say yes to start Smart Energy Solutions for
California, all of California.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | would |ike to ask your
cooperation in containing the zeal and just letting us
move from speaker to speaker because | think things wl
move more quickly that way if we don't stop because we
have a full house.

So | want to check to see whet her anybody on
the list -- where we are next on the |ist. So |I'm going
to just throw out some names.

s Bill Hoffman here? Pamela Haehn?

MS. HAEHN: That woul d be ne.

ALJ WEI SSMAN:  All right. Good. Welcone.

STATEMENT OF MS. HAEHN

MS. HAEHN: | want to thank you all for com ng out
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here. | know that Dian and your Honor have been out
here before listening to so many of us. And you've
heard a | ot of reasons why people are against this. So
rather than reiterate that, |I'm just going to keep it on
a more personal |evel

Ri ght before we went on break there was a
gent |l eman out here tal king about education and bringing
inner city kids here, and |I was one of those kids. The
first time | came to Anza-Borrego it was a high school
field trip for biology. And when | got out here, |
| ooked around and | said, | thought biology was about
living things and | don't see anything here that fits in
t hat descri ption. But, you know, | got out and we
wal ked around a little bit, and | saw the nmost
incredi ble beautiful little flower in the hot sand, the
desert five spot. "1l never forget it, because it
sounds really corny, but it really altered ny life. I
t hought, you know, if something that fragile can live
out here in such a seem ngly hostile environment, what

else is out here?

And so whenever | could | kept com ng back out
here, and what | found was just the incredible tenacity
of life to adapt and survive. And |I just becane so sort

of enthralled in it that it inspired me to apply to the
Uni versity of California at Davis, and | became the
first person in nmy famly to graduate with a coll ege
degree, and it was all because of the little desert five

spot .
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You know, there were people that canme before
me that set up these parks and national forests for the
preservation so other people, generations of people
could be inspired and awed, and | would hate to see it
al tered.

Thank you so nmuch. You know, these are public
| ands. | am the public. These are my | ands, and | do
not want this project on ny |land. Thank you.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng.

(Appl ause)

MS. JOHNSTONE: Hel | o, Comm ssi oners. | want to
t hank you for traveling to the desert this day.

ALJ WE| SSMAN:  You're ahead of me a little bit.
Can you tell me what your nanme is?

MS. JOHNSTONE: Jeanne Johnstone.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | want to see whet her anybody t hat
was ahead of you on the list is here. Ms. Sasma
|tzekman here, or Carol Levin, or Katherine Saubel, or
Lorene Joosten?

(No response)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Jeanne Johnstone.

STATEMENT OF MS. JOHNSTONE
MS. JOHNSTONE: Thank you. So wel come again.

Li ke every one else, |lots of great coments.
You' ve heard it before. | hope you are awake enough to
listen and try to really do the right thing here.

So armed with our EIR/EIS finding and
wi despread opposition to the SDG&E Powerlink project, |
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hope you're feeling nmore confident. And with that, 1'd
like to also rem nd you to do deep | ook, | ook deep for
the truth here for the |long-term benefit. You know, the
seventh generation that has been mentioned, because why
el se really are you here? Why are we here? Are we SO
selfish as to say, heck, party till you drop right now?

So pl ease be aware too that one of the deepest
concerns that many fol ks have who are unable to conme
here and speak is that, deep down, it's all around the
globe, it's really considered crimnal to bulldoze over
and de-designate wilderness and park | ands, park | ands
whi ch have been created by many, many, many people, nuch
effort, long before our little bodies here have been
breat hi ng and sweating on the desert surface.

You know, to nme the way the desert state park,
particularly, for exanple, |ike San Di ego Gas and
El ectric's mega project is pushing for is absolutely
unjustified and unacceptable at any time. We have ot her
means. We have other interests. So seize the
opportunity. Get with it, folKks. We want to be -- we
want you on the right side here, the bigger picture.
We're taxpayers. | pay thousands just |ike most folks

here. And it turns me way off.

| lived in Alaska a |lot of ny tinme. ' ve
lived in New Engl and. |'ve seen a | ot of places get
crisscrossed with one nmore little utility corridor, for

exampl e, or another parking lot, shrinking this totally

irreplaceabl e and increasingly rare natural habitat or
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habitats plural.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Need to have you wrap up now.
MS. JOHNSTONE: You bet. Pl ease, be wi se. Say
absolutely no go to the Sunrise Powerlink proposal.
Hel p Sout hern Cali fornians and our country and the gl obe
really do the right thing. W have the neans. Let's
get with it and not live with the old di nosaur hangi ng
over head, buzzing overhead. lt's just not worth it.
Thank you for being here.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Bob Veborg.
STATEMENT OF MR. VEBORG
MR. VEBORG: Your Honor, Conm ssioners. My nanme

is Bob Veborg, and I'm here on behalf of John Stewart,
who is the natural resource consultant for the
California Association of 4 \Wheel Drive Clubs, and he
was unable to attend this neeting.

Thi s association represents thousands of
fam lies throughout the State of California who are 4
wheel drive enthusiasts. Cal 4 \Wheel believes in the
tread lightly program and represents a large coalition
and regularly | obbies the Governor and his staff. This
is a | obby the Governor knows well.

But I'm here -- you have a letter that was to
be passed out already that was generated by Cal 4 Wheel
in opposition to the Powerlink. That was Hat No. 1.

Hat No. 2 that |I'm wearing tonight was that | vol unteer

here at the state park, and I'minvolved in archeol ogy
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and pal eontol ogy. This power line is going to run right
t hrough archeol ogi cal sites. Even if it's buried,
buried they'd even be worse, because it totally destroys
the sites. There's also, this whole park is just
covered with areas of pal eontol ogy, fossil bones that
are mllions of years old that we're in the process of
recovering and studying and analyzing. These power
lines will go right through protected areas, areas that
are even close sometinmes to the public because that's a
very special spot.

The people are tal king about renewabl e and
reliable sources of power. \What they fail to realize is
t hat the geothermal plants already in existence are in
decline. The test plants they're building right now
won't be on line for another four years. And SDG&E has
already admtted that that power that goes to the
hi ghest bidder, they're not even guaranteed that power
when t hose geothermal plants come on |ine.

So | oppose the Powerlink in all aspects and
so does Cal 4 VWheel. Thank you.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch, M. Veborg.

| s Betsy Knaak here, David Armstrong?

MR. ARMSTRONG: 146. | think I"mthe |ast of the
mor ni ng group, perhaps.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: No, no. Quite a few nore.

MR. ARMSTRONG: |"mthe last in the |ine.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Why don't you just go ahead and

make your presentation.
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(Laughter)
STATEMENT OF MR. ARMSTRONG
MR. ARMSTRONG: All right. My name is David

Armstrong. | thought 1'd let you know I retired with 31
years with AT&T. So |'msomewhat famliar with the
California Public Utilities Comm ssion. And | would

i ke to see the Comm ssion consider the idea of what
AT&T is doing right now in their 20-year program of
putting all this stuff underground. And a direct route
to Orange County would be Interstate 5, along that

route. You don't need to go through our desert, through
my house in Pine Valley, through ny house |'ve had here
for 31 years or 34 years now in Borrego Springs.

My grandfather came here to the desert in the
| ate 1800s. My parents were born here. | was born
here. Both my kids were born here. You know, we're
wor king on fifth generation of the desert. And it's
just, it's pure profit. It's greed. It's really sad
t hat they could get away with going the route that
they're going just for noney.

And thank you for being here. | appreciate
your being here.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thanks for com ng back after the
break. Anybody with numbers up through 160 pl ease cone
l[ine up now. And | want to check to see if any of the
remai ni ng 140s are here. Bonni e Gendron, George
Courser, M chael Cox, Roger Still man?

(No response)
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ALJ WEI SSMAN:  All right. Then we're up to
Christina Warren? Len Daniel? Jeanette Hartman?
MS. WARREN: Christina Warren
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Oh, great.
STATEMENT OF MS. WARREN
MS. WARREN: Hi. Thank you. A quick point. I

first began com ng here 50 years ago on ny father's
back. This |and has been a healing force for me after
surviving a plane crash. And | want to bring up certain
points that | don't think have been addressed yet.

First of all, I do not think it's a
coi ncidence that shortly after Governor Schwarzenegger
came out in support of Senmpra and SDG&E's power |ine
Sempra donated $50, 000 towards his redistricting
proposal. Another itemis that | don't understand how
you can take a park that people have been donating their
energy and their money to for decades and decades,
giving that money in good faith that what they were
doi ng was preserving this park forever, and how can you
turn that around now and say, oops, we decided we'd
rat her use this park to line the already deep pockets of
the CEOs of the oil conmpanies and SDG&E. | feel that
that's a betrayal of untold nunbers of people.

And the other thing, although I own a home
here and | bought a smaller house so that | could afford
to put solar on the roof and | produce nore energy than
| use in a year, my main point tonight would be that the

fire danger is so suprene. And if you haven't lived
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t hrough a firestorm where the cloud of smoke was seven
mles into the air, where fire is racing through the
woods at 80 mles an hour, you cannot know how
devastating it is. And to me for a local conmpany to say
that we're going to string a fire hazard through these
mountains is an insult and an outrage.
So | encourage you to please vote against this

i ne. Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Len Daniel. Jeanette Hartman.

STATEMENT OF MS. HARTMAN

MS. HARTMAN: Hel | o. My name is Jeanette Hart man.
| live in Borrego Springs, and |I'mrepresenting the
Peopl e's Powerl i nk. Your Honor and Honor abl e
Comm ssioners, thank you very much for com ng.

There are two critical issues that we see with
this project. The first is the land. Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park, the Cleveland Nati onal Forest, San
Di ego County open spaces and our historic backcountry
communities are not avail able for desecration for
corporate profit, period. At both the state and federal
| evel we nust be very clear about that.

In the case of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
it was set aside as a state park in 1933, a national
natural landmark in 1974, a United Nations biosphere
reserve in 1982, a place of stark beauty, cultural and

pal eogeographic value, inimcable intrinsic value, and
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views that span a hundred mles or more. Wse were the
peopl e who have come before us and seen the val ue of
this special place. Pl ease be the wi se ones future
generations will ook up to in this 75th anniversary
year of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park by denying the
desecration of this crown jewel. Thank you.
And here are two reports that have some really
i ncredi bl e photographs of the nature of the natural
resources along the route for you to | ook at.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. Buz Schott.
(Appl ause)
STATEMENT OF MR. SCHOTT
MR. SCHOTT: Good eveni ng. My name is Buz Schott.

| represent Stirling Energy Systems. You've heard a | ot
about them today. And unfortunately, a lot of that is

m si nformation, some of it | think planned, some of it
just people don't know what's going on. But Stirling
Energy has 600 megawatts of contracts with the San Di ego
Gas and El ectric approved by your Comm ssion which could
be advanced to 900 megawatts.

Furthernore, it's the nost efficient way to
convert sunlight into energy in the world. It just
broke the record again earlier this year. So it's been
set by DOE as the mpost efficient.

And finally, there's no em ssions from
Stirling Energy. It uses hydrogen gas, expands hydrogen

gas into energy. It uses very little water. The only
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water it uses is to clean the mrror.

efficient and a very clean way to generate energy.
Al so many people said we don't have the

funding to go forward. We signed a partnership in

So it's a very

Mar ch. Company, NTR out of Dublin, Ireland, who owned
the | argest, one of the largest wind farms in the world,
has been in this business for a long time, put a hundred
mllion dollars into it. So we are nmoving forward.

We will sign -- we will file our CEC
application in April, or June, excuse nme, in June, and
we will be moving forward. We expect to be generating

electricity before 2010.

To get that

have the Sunrise Powerlink. W are one of many,

projects in the Inperial Valley. There was a summ

| ast week where they had |I think nine different

countries. Hundr eds of nmegawatts were di scussed.

And it's really the way we need to get

transm ssion. We need the Sunrise Powerlink to get

renewabl e energy out of the Inperial Valley. So p

electricity to San Di ego we nust

many

t

nor e

the

ease

support the Sunrise Powerlink. Thank you very much.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Let me ask you a question before
you | eave.
MR. SCHOTT: Sur e.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | ' ve heard several people now

and on previous occasions throw out this hundred m

dol I ar number. Does that mean you have all

you need now?

t oday

[1ion

t he money
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MR. SCHOTT: It has the money to go forward for
the first phase.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Does it have all the money you need
to construct the first phase?

MR. SCHOTT: No, sir. It's not all the noney we
need.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: How much money do you need to
construct the first phase?

MR. SCHOTT: Wel |, our new partner has more than
enough capital to do that.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: How much money do you need to
construct the first phase?

MR. SCHOTT: The first phase is probably, is in
range of 300 to $400 mllion.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Thank you.

MR. SCHOTT: Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for your comments.

Jim W ght . Charl es Jerney.
STATEMENT OF MR. JERNEY

MR. JERNEY: | *'m Charl es Jerney. | live on Star
Vall ey Road in Alpine. And earlier today | listened to
busi ness representatives and people state that the
el ectrical power is going from San Die -- from | nperi al
County to San Diego, and |I don't know of anybody that
can control electrons and tell them where to go. \When
the power hits the grid, it goes wherever it's being
used. A lot of that power may never reach San Diego.

It's 150 m | es away.
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Busi nesses move out of San Diego | heard
earlier today due to a |lack of electrical power. Most
busi nesses nove out of San Di ego because of the taxes.
Several businesses noved out of state due to that.

Okay. Noncompl i ant power plant was built in
Mexi co because SDG&E shut down a power plant in San
Di ego so they did not have to bring it into EPA
compl i ance. They shut it down, and then there was a
shortage. They charged higher rates. The plant they
built in Mexico still affects our air. W're all on the
same pl anet.

During the fires SDG&E shut down county
transm ssion lines. The power was still on in San Di ego
due to the | ocal SDG&E generators in San Diego. That's
the only reason they had power.

SDG&E has stated geothermal was not effective.
That's why they're not pursuing it. The hundred
t housand kV line or power that's being transmtted on
the 500 kV lines put out heat as well as EM. Duri ng
foggy days and foggy nights they will discharge through
the air, through the nmoisture that's in the air. And
you'l |l be able to increase your heat that we're trying
to get away from gl obal warm ng by this transm ssion
line. So |I'm against it.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for com ng. Thank you
for waiting.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Tom Butl er.
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STATEMENT OF MR. BUTLER
MR. BUTLER: Hi. Thank you. Tom Butler. | also

live on Star Valley Road. And on Alternative Route D

t he proposal is for the power lines to go through ny

nei ghbor's property and then down on to Star Valley Road
and then go underground on Star Valley Road to Al pine
Boul evard. This is just a stone throw from ny property.
| can see nmy neighbor's property. | could probably take
a stone and throw it maybe with a slingshot a hundred
yards, 150 yards, to where these here transm ssion |ines
are going to be.

And nost people don't really understand, |
don't think, the transm ssion lines, is with this high
vol tage that we're tal king about there is a corona
effect on these here lines, and that corona effect is
li ke the aboria -- oh, the -- oh, what's that thing in
Al aska, the aurora borealis. It's a glow, you know.
It's a blue glow. And when dust is created, you know,
fromthe atnmosphere and collects on this |line now, that
dust has to be renmoved, because if that dust isn't
renmoved, what happens is when the noisture in the air
interjects lightning, supposedly, like on the line, this
is going to fall to the ground. And the reason for the
hei ght of the towers is hoping that that particle that
falls to the ground is going to dissipate and it isn't
going to be there to start a fire.

So periodically SDG&E or Sempra or whoever

will go down there to these high power |ines, and they
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will renmove the dust from these here |ines. They
usually go in there with a helicopter, and they actually
put a man on these |ines.
Also in nmy area --
ALJ WEI SSMAN: "1l have to ask you to wrap up now
if you could, please.
MR. BUTLER: | "' m going to wap up with this.
Al'so in ny area there are birds, you know.
There's two eagles that | see al nost every day, there's
a red tail hawk, and there's a turkey vulture, let alone
a lot of other smaller animals in the area. And that's
going to destroy this in our environment. And | hope
t hat you do the right thing and vote against this.
Thank you very much.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Rebecca Fal k? No. Ri chard Zel mer.

Gabriella -- I"m sorry. Ri chard Zel mer.
STATEMENT OF MR. ZELMER
MR. ZELMER: Well, last time | came to one of

t hese hearings and waited all day, we were cut from 2
m nutes to 30 seconds. So please bear with me just a
trifle.

Okay. The first thing is | believe this is a
meeting of the California Public Utilities Comm ssion.
And so your responsibility is for the public. SDG&E i s
not a public entity. It's a for-profit entity. We are

all dependent on this one source for all of our electric

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6135

needs. \When you're a one-source dependent, you're very
vul nerable. Their obligation is to their sharehol ders,
and we are pretty nmuch mlk cows to them

The big flaw of this is just like if | had a
direct route into each of your wallets, 1'd hate to give
t hat up. So that's why they want this Powerlink thing,
centralized control of the electrical supply. Why do
t hey want renewables in Imperial County? Because that's
suited for | arge-scale projects that can be controlled
by a corporation. It has nothing to do with the
smal |l -scale projects that happen individually on roof
tops. That gives up their nonopoly. So your
responsibility is a safe, reliable supply of electricity
for the people of California. Di versity achi eves that
much better.

Al so one nore thing. |'ma real estate broker
in Ramona. | had a guy up here earlier fromthe
Nati onal Association of Realtors that said, you know,
Real tors support this project. Nonsense. | mean people
like this take official positions. You' ve had a |ot of
people come in here claimng to represent thousands of
ot her people because they're heads of organizations.
Those people come in here on the payroll very often.
| ' ve asked the people. Yes, they are on the payroll,
not that they took the time out of their own lives and
spent their gas in this economy to actually get over
here because they believe in something.

Thank you

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6136

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: If I could please rem nd you one
more tinme. It really would help us a lot if you could
refrain from appl audi ng because | think we can nove
things through a little more efficiently. Thank you.

Gabriella Wod.
STATEMENT OF MS. WOOD
MS. WOOD: Thank you all for being here. And |I'm

sorry. | ve never spoke in public. Sol'ma little bit
nervous.

Okay. My name is Gabriella Wood and | am
opposed to this project. My husband and | own 220 acres
in Wtch Creek that lies in the path of the proposed
route. We |ost hundreds of oak trees and acres of
habitat in the Wtch Creek fire.

Our intentions are to save this pristine
backcountry for as many generations as possible. | want
to enphasize that it is true that our state park is
t hreatened by this project, but we must also understand
t hat our privately owned and managed backcountry is al so
a state preserve. They are cared for and watched over
by famlies. | notice some other people up here who
were stating the sanme thing.

| just have a question. This is for SDG&E
tal ki ng about keeping the Iights on, because this is
what we had to see. | know everybody has seen the fire.

It was horrible. | al most | ost my husband in the fire,
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and | almost lost my father-in-law in the fire. They
stayed to fight to protect our land. W did |ose quite
a few buildings, but what we saved was the home of ny
husband's fam|ly.
Pretty much that's all | wanted to say, and |
t hank you guys for listening to us.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thanks for hanging in with us all
afternoon.
MS. WOOD: Can | leave this for you guys?
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Anybody, please, with nunmbers
t hrough 170 fromthis afternoon please join the |ine.
Bruce Bruliner? Gerald Ehly? Raymond Lutz?
"' m sorry.
MR. EHLY: "Eely."
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Ehly.
STATEMENT OF MR. EHLY
MR. EHLY: Gerry. Thank you very nmuch. Your

Honor and Comm ssioners, |I'm Gerald Ehly of Borrego
Springs. And this is sort of a personal thought. We're
new to this community. Ruth and | noved here from
Fl orida just one year ago. W have found this area nost
fascinating and enjoyable. This community, surrounded
by the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, is for us the
most interesting new home. The natural features have
opened many new avenues of know edge and invol venent.
We have becone volunteers at the park.

Soon we becanme aware of the Sunrise Powerlink

proposal s and began to read about the points of view
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related to the transm ssion line plan. There's so nuch
information so well presented, it's difficult to clearly
determne the truth of the matter. However, we soon

| earned, California has a very dramatic record of
aggressive | eadership when it comes to innovative ideas
and real advances in industry and soci ol ogy. It early
grasped the value of Tom Edi son's endem c¢c work, and the
alternating current and transm ssion ideas of George
Westi nghouse. It was in 1898 that California boasted a
75-mle, 30,000-volt transm ssion line from Santa Ana to
Los Angel es, perhaps the first of its kind, and the rest
is a history of 20th century electrical mracle.

But this is the 21st century. We can renmenber
great acconmplishments yet also unfortunate m stakes, and
t he biggest m stake to remenber well is to keep doing
the same old thing even though we know better. W know
better than pollution now. We know better than
destroying our natural heritage. W know better than
endangering our comunities. W know better than
greenhouse gases. We know better than wasting our
resources. We know better than ignoring environmental
I mpacts.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Ask you to wrap up.
MR. EHLY: | am whol eheartedly opposed to the
Sunrise Powerlink plan.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. M. Lutz, you're next.
(Appl ause)
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STATEMENT OF MR. LUTZ
MR. LUTZ: Yes. Hel | o. My name is Raymond Lut z,

and I'm an engineer, electrical engineer, as well as a
candi date for the 77th Assembly District, which both of
the routes, all the routes that are tal ked about would
i mpact that district quite a bit.

Voters tell me the nmost striking thing about
t his whole application process was the |ack of
justification for the project. It seens that while many
people in our country are tal king about a new Manhatt an
style project to rescue us from our addiction to
i mported fossil fuels from unstable foreign sources,
instead we're pushing for a project that's going in
exactly the opposite direction, status quo of our
conti nued addiction, this time through Mexi co. | t
maxi m zes corporate profits at the expense of the
community wealth. This is the wong direction which
wi Il continue our addiction and underm ne a bright roof
top solar and renewabl e sources.

We and you know SDG&E's hi dden agenda. You
must act for the community's best interests and put down
the needle as hard as it m ght be. Vote to disapprove
t he Sunrise Powerlink.

| got one nore coment because my light is
still on. Stirling Energy is a 38-foot dish which could
be placed just about anywhere throughout the community.
You don't need to put thousands of themin the desert.

These could be put on any backyard. So the whol e
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concept that Stirling Energy has to be put in the desert
and then use Sunrise Powerlink to bring it to San Di ego
is just simply false.
Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | s Richard Van Leevwen here? Okay.
Then John Stahn? Holli Garrett. You decided to stay.

MS. GARRETT: And | think I'"mthe last suit from
t hi s norning.

COVMM SSI ONER SI MON: No. | am

STATEMENT OF MS. GARRETT

MS. GARRETT: Comm ssioners, my name is Holli
Garrett, and | am the Director of Conmmunity Prograns at
Connect. Connect is a globally-recognized public
benefits organization fostering entrepreneurship in the
San Di ego region by accelerating and supporting the
growth of prom sing technol ogies and the life science
busi nesses.

It comes to no surprise to you that the
i nnovators and entrepreneurs we work with every day are
concerned with the region's energy supply and
reliability. That's why Connect is a supporter of the
Sunrise Powerlink. Sunrise will provide the energy that
will help power regional businesses and help ensure our
region's econom c conpetitiveness.

I n addition, Connect is incubating the Clean
Tech San Di ego Trade Association. This organization

pronmotes the use of reliable energy. The Sunrise
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Powerlink will help provide access to different types of
energy, especially renewable energies fromthe sun,
wi nd, and geothermal sources. To ensure that San Di ego
and all its regions remain thriving for small business
startups, we nust address our region's infrastructures.
Sunrise Powerlink will create a sustainable reliable
source of energy for the future.
Thank you very nmuch, and | urge you to approve
the Sunrise Powerlink.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. Thank you for your
great patience today. | appreciate it.
Celia Lawl ey.
STATEMENT OF MS. LAWLEY
MS. LAWLEY: Hel | o. My name is Celia Lawl ey, and

' ma resident of Santa Ysabel. And | oppose the
Sunrise Powerlink, and | amfor Bill Powers' 2020 pl an

as well as the California Edison project.

And just for the record, | live on solar. All
my needs are provided by sol ar. It's really sinmle. I
even installed my very first system It's very
f ool proof. It's just amazi ng.

But I'd like to bring a little historical
perspective to today's presentation. | studied the

hi story of this area. And in 1870 this whole area
became exposed to the world by a gold rush in Julian,
what we call now Julian. And the founder of the town of
Julian, his name was Drew Bail ey. And there's a

wonder ful quote that he wrote in a school paper. And he
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sai d:

Hi story has been wisely provided

by God as an instrunment of

instruction to guide our erring

feet fromthe suffering of people

and nations.

Now, Drew Bailey was a soldier in the Civil
War, and after the devastation created by the war, he
and his brothers and cousins cane to San Di ego | ooking
for gold and so on. They were moving around the
country. So after a while they settled in that valley
and then gold was discovered. But three months after
t he gold was discovered in Julian, their next-door
nei ghbors that owned the Cuyamaca | and grant, they tried
to land grab, tried to steal the land fromthe m ners.
And okay.

So if we study history, we understand that
this happened already once. And the mners took it to
court three and a half years. They lost once and then
they finally won. They finally won. Ot herw se, there
woul d be no town of Julian.

So | would hope that you would study history
and remenber that the people want to keep their | and and
we want to be sustainable.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. Thank you also for
hangi ng i n.

(Appl ause)
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Those with numbers for this

evening's list of numbers 1 through 10 please begin

['ining up.
Now we got M. Schul man.
MR. STARN: No. There were two others. He' s No.
170. | was 166 on the morning. And John Starn.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: John St arn.
STATEMENT OF MR. STARN

MR. STARN: Do you see that there?

Al'l right. | think we have to eval uate
whet her this is a bargain or not. Googl e put a hundred
mllion dollars into printed solar panels, and we know
that those are selling for -- they're in production now
and they're apparently selling for a dollar a watt. And
if you anmortize that over 40 years, it's really easy to
cal cul ate that you're going around half a cent per
kil owatt-hour. We can beat it.

Now, whether the people do it, | think that
was right. \Whether they do it in the desert in Inperial
or whether they do it on parking lots all over San Di ego
County, | believe we have many square m | es of parking
| ots that would be nore than adequate to cover that.

However, if you ever think of going across
this desert with high power lines, |I'm making very
strong recommendati ons for going underground. It's been
proven in Europe. | f you do have to consider any other
i ssues that I'"m not a party to, the price is

consi derably |l ess, and that has been overl ooked by the
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reviewers, including Aspen and SDG&E. The AT&T and

Si emens have been -- have simlar |inked power I|ines
going in in Europe that are $530 mllion |l ess than the
esti mated cost of the Sunrise Powerlink.

Further, these things can carry up to 3,000
megawatts in two wires, 1-foot wi de trench. This is not
going to tear the earth up. 1 foot wide, 5 feet deep.
We're going that much. A very sinple machine. Could
run this at wal king speed across this, under roads,
al ongsi de of highways. M ni mal damage. And | hope that
gi ves a chance. CDQA. | f you just read CDQA, you can
read the first few opening words. It says we have to
| ook at the alternatives to environmental damages. It's
a citizen's duty. We nust deal with this. And you got
all the econom cs behind the alternative energy as well
as goi ng underground.

Thank you very much for your listening to
this. And also read the cancer hazards. They're really
there. And | think people should study up on that.

It's a major increase in | eukema for kids and adults,
but it's easier to measure with kids because they don't
have the history to deal with.

Okay. Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for hanging in today as
wel | .

s Rich Schul man here? How about Sam Webb?

Okay. Our last remaining speaker fromthis morning.

STATEMENT OF MR. WEBB
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MR. W\EBB: | guess that's a privilege. Actually,
it is. |''m glad that you people came here today because
this is really ground zero democracy at work.

' m going to say two things. One is going to

be frommy gut, and one is going to be from ny heart.

From nmy gut, at the beginning of this process, |'ve been
to all these neetings, and at first | just wanted to
protect our park. | thought Powerlink m ght be a viable

project; but going through all of these hearings and

| ooking at all the evidence, it's not. It's smoke and
mrrors on the part of San Diego Gas and El ectric.
They're just carrying out a line that's going to put
money into Senmpra Energy, as sinple fact as that. And
so |'ve been changed to the part of the process; whereas
before all | wanted to do was protect the park. But
that's where nmy heart is.

This park is 75 years old, and in that 75
years it was started by people taxing, putting tax
dollars in to buy this land and put it into trust for
t he people of future generations. And during that 75
years the park has been added to. They've purchased
more | ands. The Anza-Borrego Foundation has acquired
| ands and donated to the state. You' ve had enpl oyees in
t he park that have spent their careers here protecting
and preserving this park. You have volunteers like |I am
t hat have done work through all these years to do one
thing, to protect this park. It would be a crime to

throw that all out the wi ndow by putting these power
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I ines through our
right

li ke getting a power

park. It

t hrough the heart of our

woul d be Iike -- it's going

park. So it would be

line and driving it into the heart

of the park, which would destroy it. So please don't do

t hat .
Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. Webb. Thank you for

your patience as well.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Starting with this evening's list.
Monty Tam

STATEMENT OF MR. TAM

MR. TAM Your Honor, Comm ssioners, good
eveni ng. My name is Monty Tam | am currently hiking
the 2600-mle Pacific Crest Trail from Mexico to Canada.
| am off trail right now. | felt it was more inportant

to be here and read a statement for the Pacific Crest

Trail Association. The statement is three m nutes | ong.
We don't have three m nutes. So | have submtted it.
But to summarize the content, it is entitled Statement

of Opposition, and to expound on that, we don't like it.

(Laughter)

VMR. TAM I n concl usi on.

(Laughter)

VR. TAM The Pacific Crest Trial Association will

not tolerate negative impacts on both the Pacific Crest

Trail national scenic trail and the designated

wi | derness -- and the designated -- |I'malso dyslexic --
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of the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.
We work hand in hand with the federal
government to manage, maintain, preserve, and protect
all 2650 mles of the federally designated nationa
scenic trail. Matters affecting the preservation and
protection of the trail are also matters of the federal
government. We again strongly suggest that those of you
here eval uating the proposed project involve US Forest
Servi ce. Contact information is provided. It is signed
by my personal hero, Suzanne W I son, Southern California
Representative, Pacific Crest Trail Association. And
she has included her cell nunber so you can contact her
and she can personally introduce these people.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch, M. Tam \When
you get up to Echo Lake, | hear there's a hot shower.
(Laughter)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: JimLydi ck.
STATEMENT OF MR. LYDI CK
MR. LYDI CK: "1l be brief. |'ve been an outdoor

specialist at 6th grade canp, 6th grade camp counsel or
for 20 years at Clark Outdoor School, and the proposed
expansion is going to go right through the camp if it
goes through 76 as it's proposed, and it will be 15 feet
away from one of the kid's cabins.

And any way, | have some friends up here.
We're going to do a quick song for you. Il think it will
fit in the time slot.

[ Group singing to music:]
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You want to put your wires in nmy sky. | can't
hel p but wonder why. Ain't no reason | can find. Never
satisfy my m nd. Oh, tell me why. Senpra is a parent
conmpany. Call the shots for SDG&E. You got the I and,
pay the price. Golden eagle native style. Any way,
it's [inaudible]. [ 1 naudi bl e.] When the spirit of the
land calls on us to take a stand, start today a better
way. Take greed away. A sol ar day.

Thank you

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: The evening group rocks.

(Laughter)

COMM SSI ONER GRUENEI CH:  And | want to thank our
court reporter.

(Laughter)

COVMM SSI ONER BOHN: What key did you write it?
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Let us know when it's up on
Yout ube.
Al'l right. Rich Morgal. Good |uck
(Laughter)
STATEMENT OF MR. MORGAL
MR. MORGAL: That's a pretty tough act to follow.

My name is Rick Morgal, and | |live in San
Di ego. l'"d just like to discuss for a few noments sonme
of the m srepresentations of solar energy that Senpra
has -- continues to push in a lot of their information.
They want us to believe that we really need to have our

sol ar energy generated somewhere far away. Il n some of

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6149

their fact sheets they also have sonme facts that say
t hat San Di ego doesn't get enough sun to really be very
effective. |'ve read it |ike a nunmber of times.

lt's just so hard for me to believe that I
went through, and |I'm an engi neer, and |'ve done sone
sol ar stuff. So | have the National Renewabl e Energy
Lab document that describes how much sun every | ocation
in the United States gets within reason for the cities.
There's 238 of them and San Di ego happens to be one of
them And out of all the cities here, San Di ego gets
more sunlight than 87 percent of the rest of the sites
that are in this book. And the scary part is that the
measurenments were taken at Lindberg Field --

(Laughter)

MR. MORGAL: -- less than two mles away fromthe
coast, where they continue to say that it's because of
our coastal influx and all of the gray weather that we
get that makes it so that we don't get enough sun for
solar to be valid in the actual areas where we use our
electricity.

| find this a crime. | just think that it
should be really known that this organization, our
United States Government, is proving that Senpra Energy
is telling us all lies so that they can get energy over
that utility line. And the thing about that utility
line, that San Diego Gas and Electric is not a
generati on conpany. It's a distribution company, and

they want the utility line because it's a distribution
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cash cow. And it's not right.
Pl ease don't |l et them have that because it is
going to take away so much from all of us.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
STATEMENT OF MR. JENNI NGS
MR. JENNI NGS: Hi . You stand right here. Sorry.

No baby-sitter tonight.

Thank you very much for comng and |istening
to our conmments. | really appreciate you being here.

My name is Brian Jennings, and |I'm here to oppose the
Powerlink. And | would like for you to nmeet Brennan
Jenni ngs, age 9, and Kenny Jenni ngs, age 7. You want to
say hi, guys.

[ Chil dren say hi]

Okay. |'d just like you to keep themin m nd
as you decide what you're going to do with this project.
You know, if this project were going through a different
part of the countryside, there would be trees to hide
it; and, you know, if you weren't real close to it, you
woul dn't even see it; but that's not the case here in
Anza- Borrego Desert State Park. You will see this from
dozens of mles, maybe 50 or nore. You know, what do we
preserve these parks for? W preserve them for future
generations so that they have a nice place to go and not
have to | ook at power lines. They can see those at

home.
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'l be very brief. My parents left me a park
where | can go | ook for a hundred mles and see nothing
but desert and nature. Your parents |left you a park
i ke that. And | just ask, are we going to preserve
that for future generations? Are we going to |leave that
for our children to ook at? And if we're not going to,
| invite you to | ook Brennan and Kenny in the eye and
tell them why not and explain to them why they don't get
what our parents gave us. And |'m actually going to
| eave them here.

(Laughter)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: What time do you want us to put
them to bed?

MR. JENNI NGS: Just put themin the car afterward.
Actually, their mother is right behind nme. So she'll
take them home. Thanks a | ot.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. Nancy Jenni ngs.

(Appl ause)

STATEMENT OF MS. JENNI NGS
MS. JENNI NGS: My name is Nancy Jennings. And |

al so oppose the Powerli nk. | will be very brief. Wy
husband's parents brought him out here when he was a
little boy, and I want my boys to be able to bring their
little boys. Once we destroy this | andscape, that is
forever and we can never get it back. And we owe this
to future generations. It's very irresponsi ble for us
to destroy this park that has been preserved for us.

Thank you for being here tonight.
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. Thank you for com ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Ci ndy Buxt on.
STATEMENT OF MS. BUXTON
MS. BUXTON: My name is Cindy Buxton. Pl ease

support the two in-basin environmentally favored options
only. My | ove and passion is for the |lands marked by
Option D. To my knowl edge, |I'm the only woman who has
wal ked this route across country in every season before
and after the two fires. |*ve documented for the Eagle
Peak W | der ness.

W | derness pristine and prinmordial can instill
val ues of respect, gratitude, courage and wi sdom
critical thinking and self-reliance, values which sit
squarely on the shoul ders of freedom true freedom
relentlessly self-expressed. W /| derness creates
freedom Li kewi se, renoving wilderness creates
dependence and control.

We've seen the power conpany blissfully tell
us they will change the 15-year forest plan to suit them
after a hundred people work seven years to prepare it.
We' ve seen SDG&E plan to have easements that don't
appear on titles. And in the EIS the nultiagency
Sea-to-Sea Trail that was planned parallel to this
proposal on Cedar Creek Road was moved on top of Eagle
cl osure on Eagle Peak. And the Forest Service when
guestioned didn't have any know edge of this trail in

the forest.
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| recommend you find out who in the Sea-to-Sea
Trail provided this information to Felix Environmental,
because this appears to me to be manipul ati on and
deception of our public process. This does not point to
the type of integrity that | want to trust our state to
do business with.
Option D, |like the desert, is a treasure, and
we should not disturb it. lts components qualify for
wi | derness and wild and scenic river status.
| am very grateful this is California where |
can make public coments. Keep our freedom and public
| ands alive.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng
toni ght .
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Terry Weiner.
STATEMENT OF MS. WEI NER
MS. WEI NER: Hi . My name is Terry Weiner. Il live

in San Di ego. | have some comments to hand in, nore
extended ones fromthe Desert Protective Council and
ot her people who weren't able to attend tonight.

Thank you

Thank you, Honorable Comm ssioners and
Att orney Wei ssman. ' m here tonight to speak on behalf
of the Desert Protective Council, which is a 50 year old
nonprofit membership organization with members in

| nperial and San Di ego Counties. W would Iike to add
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our voice to those who urge you to respect the findings
of the EIR/ EI'S and reject the Sunrise Powerlink project.

DPC has many concerns about inmpacts of this
project including inpacts to the park, the park's
namesake, the beautiful and threatened endangered
bi ghorn sheep. The fact that the power |ine passes
t hrough an area of high earthquake potential, high fire
and fl ood potential is reason enough to reject the
proj ect.

The proposed power |ine would desecrate the
unspoiled wilderness view shed, and the buzz of the
I ines would impact the peace and quiet, which is a
dwi ndling resource in Southern California. We are
especially concerned with the disturbance of desert
soils all along the power |ine route, which would invite
t he invasion of nonnative plant species such as Sahara
must ard. Nonnative species, you probably know, are
currently anong the top three causes of extinction of
nati ve species across North America. And Sahara nustard
has been inplicated in increasingly |arge and
devastating desert wildfires.

We urge to you turn your attention fromthe
19th century solutions of infrastructure and toward the
types of energy solutions that our European neighbors
are already using.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)
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ALJ WE| SSMAN:  And would those with numbers 11
t hrough 20 pl ease begin to line up
STATEMENT OF MR. VOORHEES
MR. VOORHEES: Good eveni ng. | " m Todd Voor hees,

and | represent the Downtown San Di ego Partnership. The
Downt own San Di ego Partnership is a | eading advocate for
econom c growth and revitalization of downtown San Di ego
and represents more than 325 menbers.

As you are well aware, the California Public
Utilities Comm ssion staff has recommended building five
new power plants in San Di ego County as an
environmentally superior alternative. These five new
pl ants woul d be instead of building the Sunrise
Power | i nk, which would deliver clean renewabl e energy
via sun and wind fromthe Imperial Valley. These five
new power plants would also increase greenhouse gas
em ssions, which are harnful for the environment and
contribute to climte change.

The Downt own San Di ego Partnership has
ent husi astically endorsed the Sunrise Powerlink because
clean reliable power is paranmount to our menbers and our
busi nesses downt own.

Additionally, as a homeowner in Chula Vista I
t hought it was inportant to renove the South Bay Power
Pl ant from our bay front. Removi ng the power plant will
get rid of blight, protect the environment, and open up
the bay front for redevel opnent.

(Laughter)
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MR. VOORHEES: None of this can happen without the
Sunrise Powerlink.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
A VOI CE: Not in ny backyard.
STATEMENT OF MR. BARNUM
MR. BARNUM  Your Honor, Comm ssioners, Brad

Barnum with the Associ ated General Contractors, San
Di ego County.

Before | start | wanted to say | worked for
the PUC in the 1990s, and | appreciate your comm t ment
to come down here and throughout the state to conme to
t hese public participation hearings. | can tell you
from past experience they weren't as well attended as
this is tonight. So | applaud your comm tment to conme
down here.

AGC, Associ ated General Contractors,
represents over 1300 firms that are responsi ble for
buil ding the region's infrastructure, and we are here
today to support the Sunrise Powerlink. Our members
build and rebuild schools, libraries, hospitals, police
and fire stations, recreation centers, water and
wast ewater facilities, and the bridges, roads, and
hi ghways we drive on.

These facilities need a reliable source of
electricity to meet the growi ng demands in the region,
and the Sunrise Powerlink will dramatically inmprove the

reliability of the transm ssion grid to deliver new
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supplies of energy to help keep the |ights on.

AGC is a strong proponent of investing in
infrastructure projects that keep our econony strong and
our quality of life high

Pl ease act quickly and approve the needed

transm ssion lines, including the Sunrise Powerlink.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch. | s Andy Hor ne
here?

STATEMENT OF MR. HORNE
MR. HORNE: Good eveni ng. My name is Andy Horne.

' mthe deputy CEO in Inperial County for natural
resources devel opment.

' m going to go way out on a |linm and suggest
t hat you guys have a tough decision to make. All | ask
is that you not base that decision on the m sconception,
as some have suggested here over the |l ast several hours,
t hat renewabl e energy in the Inperial Valley is merely a
figment of the imagination of the SDG&E PR team

Currently we have a nunber of conpanies, |'l|
name a few Cal Energy, Ormat, Char, Esmeral da, LADWP,
lce in America, MMR, Bethel Energy, Stirling, and many
others are currently building and planning renewabl e
energy projects in the Inmperial Valley. And they will
all to some extent rely on new transm ssion to nmove
their products to the |oad centers in California.

As part of my function in Inperial | sit on as

a member of the Stakehol der Steering Comm ttee of the
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region of the renewable energy transm ssion initiative,
whi ch, as you know, is a joint venture of the Public
Utilities Comm ssion, the Energy Comm ssion, and the
| SO. Already has begun its work based on the
presunmption that renewable energy nust be moved from
Conpetitive Renewabl e Energy Zones, the CREZs, to | oad
centers in California. And we realize that the Sunrise
Power |l i nk predates the Ready Epers [phonetic], but it
certainly fits exactly into Ready's stated goals and
obj ectives of moving those renewables into the markets.
We currently have a 20 percent RPS, but many
have estimated that under the requirements of AB 32 that
we'll need to nmove 50 percent of renewables in the next
few years to neet the greenhouses gas em ssions. W
sinmply cannot meet these statutory goals w thout new
transm ssion in the State of California.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Need to ask you to wrap up, please.
MR. HORNE: "' m going to do that.
We urge you to help us nmove us in the Inperial
Valley and in California to our new energy future.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. Tom DuBose.
STATEMENT OF MR. DU BOSE

MR. DU BOSE: Thank you. Good eveni ng. | just
got here. So I'll be as brief as | can. My name is Tom
DuBose. |''mthe owner of Devel opment Design and

Engi neering. W're located in EI Centro, California.

We come froman area that | think many people in
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California would like things that they don't like to
come to. | guess we're used to being fed things that
may be not in our best interests, except that renewable
energy and the kind of things that it's going to
represent in regards to jobs is very inportant and it's
somet hi ng that we do want.

What | do think is that a |lot of folks aren't
happy about that particular -- what that may mean in
their particular backyard. And again, I'"'mcomng from
an area where we're used to being dunped on in our
backyard. But maybe the alternative is that, you know,
instead of a power line it's a wind mll, or maybe
instead of a power line it's a |lot of solar dishes
reflecting the, you know, to create that energy.

You know, everything always seems to be okay
for everybody else to give it to us, and for once now

we're | ooking for that opportunity to get the real

benefit of the jobs that would be created. lt's very
i mportant to our economny. It's very important to job
creation. It's very inmportant to businesses |like mne.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Tom Tupusas.

STATEMENT OF MR. TUPUSAS

MR. TUPUSAS: Your Honor, Comm ssioners, my name
is Tom Tupusas. "' m chai rman of the Inmperial Valley
Econom ¢ Devel opment Corporation. W' re located in E
Centro. We're the neighbor to the east.

| nperial County has been discovered as a

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6160

renewabl e energy national resource center. | think you
received a copy of the Summt Blue report, which
includes a summary of the type of renewabl es that are
avail able in the Imperial Valley.

As you can see com ng down here and | ooking
out, this is a vast area. The desert is very vast, and
with that comes a | ot of solar energy farms that are
bei ng planned in Inmperial County, which has a very high
radi ant energy |l evel, one of the highest in the United
St at es. But beneath this vast surface there's also
renewabl e energy, which is geothermal energy.

| have a copy of a newspaper article, which
"1l present this to the Comm ssi on. It's an | nperi al
Vall ey Press newspaper article, May 3rd, 2008. The
title of it is New Omat Plant Built Underway, and it
descri bes the activities of Ormat in providing clean
renewabl e energy to California with geothermal.

To allow this renewable energy to go to the
public, we need to have transm ssion. " m not
advocating any particular route. MWhat | am requesting
is that transm ssion |ines be approved so that this
cl ean renewabl e energy can be transmtted to the
consumers who are currently using fossil fuel energy.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. Sheri Rednowr.
STATEMENT OF MS. REDNOWR
MS. REDNOWR: Good evening and thank you. " m

Sheri Rednowr, and |I'm here representing San
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Di ego/ I nperial County's | abor council. W are conmprised
of approximately 110 different affiliated | abor groups
in San Di ego and I nperial Counties representing over

100, 000 working famlies.

The | abor council supports the Sunrise
Power | i nk because it keeps business and jobs in San
Di ego that working famlies rely on. | drove out here
this afternoon to tell you that working famlies and
| ocal business depend on affordable power to help make
ends neet. If the lights go out, many of our workers go
home wi t hout a paycheck. Ask any one hol ding down a job
in San Diego. Just living from day to day becomes nore
expensi ve.

The Sunrise Powerlink will deliver | ower
priced energy to San Diego famlies and protect our air
quality. The Sunrise Powerlink will also help create
hi gh skills, high paying jobs in Imperial Valley.
| mperial Valley could fast become the nation's | eading
producer of clean renewable power. That's good for
wor king fam lies and good for the environment.

We encourage you to support the Sunrise
Power |l ink. Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng

toni ght .
Donal d Lee.
STATEMENT OF MR. LEE
MR. LEE: | " m Donal d Lee of La Jolla. | oppose

t he Powerlink as expensive and unnecessary, mainly to
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profit Sempra Energy at the expense of the ratepayers
and the environment and our natural -- national
security.

Three questions: One. How does San Di ego Gas
and Electric plan to neet its state mandate to reduce
its greenhouse gas em ssions by 20 percent by 2010 if
its parent conpany, Senmpra Energy, is planning to use
i mported |liquefied natural gas, since counting,
processing, |iquefying, transportation and
regasification, the greenhouse gas burden of inported
| i quefied natural gas would be about 25 percent greater
t han that created by even the current use of domestic
gas?

Two. Why is San Diego Gas and Electric
pl anning to use natural gas with its greenhouse gas
burden when the price of natural gas is rapidly
increasing and likely to continue to increase while
| ocal renewabl e energy resources are becom ng nore
conpetitive and in some cases are already cheaper?

Three. \Why use natural gas that makes us nore
dependent on the economc volatility and political
mani pul ati on of potentially hostile foreign powers |ike
| ndonesi a and Russia when we could use locally renewable
energy resources that would make us | ess dependent and
enhance our national security and sovereignty?

| urge the Public Utilities Comm ssion to
reject the Sunrise Powerlink proposal.

Thank you
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
comment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Don Col train.
STATEMENT OF MR. COLTRAI N
MR. COLTRAI N: Yes. My name is Don Coltrain. I

have al nost 40 years in the utility business. | retired
as a assistant manager of the power department of
| nperial Irrigation District.

My problemwith this Environmental | nmpact
Report and the decision you fol ks have to make is during
the meeting in Pine Valley on November 14th, 2006,
suggested a di splacement arrangement in |lieu of the
transm ssion whereby Inmperial Irrigation District could
absorb the power generated from the renewables as it has
under Standard Offer 4 and transmt the energy out to
the grid, which would be for San Di ego's account. ' ve
never heard of a load flow or the result of any such
study nmade.

| believe that there is adequate transm ssion
down there through contractual arrangements. | believe
and it's my recommendation that the Conm ssion insist
that there be load flows transm ssion studi es made
| ooki ng at contractual rights and what would be involved
in making these deals. That way this line or a |line
could at | east be deferred if not cancelled conpletely.

My second point is that if it's true that San

Di ego wants to bring in power fromtheir generation
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units in Mexico, it's not right that the ratepayers
shoul d have a transm ssion line put in ratebase that San
Di ego would be using as a merchant |ine. I f they are
going to have merchant plants, it's the same thing we

saw i n deregul ation. They gamed it. They had to pay

$300 mllion in a settlenment, which would indicate they
probably made nore noney than that if they were willing
to settle for $300 mllion.

| suggest that you take a long | ook and you
tie any possible line first to the fact that it is
necessary, that the displacement won't work, and
secondly, that it won't be used as a merchant |i ne.
Thank you very much.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for com ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Judy Myers.
STATEMENT OF MS. MYERS
MS. MYERS: Good eveni ng. Gl ad to be here

tonight, and I'm glad that you all are here tonight too.

My name is Judy Myers. "' m an Al pine, resident of
Al pi ne.

The 21st century is still young, still
searching for the truth that will define its course.

The Sunrise Powerlink project is of the old century.
Constructing 150 mles of transm ssion |ines fromthe
| nperial Valley to Western San Di ego County does not
encour age conservation. It is costly, environmentally

damagi ng, increases the risk of wildfire, and adversely
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i mpacts cultural, historic,

and scenic resources. Most
of the power
reach its point of use.

the I ength of the transm ssion |

| believe there are better

environmental ly superior
paradi gm shifting opportunities.
move away fromreliance on fossil

power while providing the needed

agricul tural,
i mportantly,
generated in the I nperi al

Two thirds will be | ost

recreational,
only one third
Valley will ever
due to
ne.

sol uti ons. The two

EIR alternatives proposed

These plans offer a
fuels and i nmported

peak energy through

renewabl e energy and sol ar

phot ovol taic solutions.

These plans provide significant greenhouse gas

reductions, less reliance on natural gas for power

generation, and greatly expanded | ocal renewabl e energy

resources generating clean power when and where it is
needed.

The environmental inpacts and the life cycle
cost of the EIR alternative plans are estimted to be
significantly less than the impacts and the life cycle
cost of the Sunrise power.

We encourage the California Public Utilities

Comm ssion to say no to the Sunrise Powerlink and

instead say yes to a new century of clean, green power.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
Tom Wers.

STATEMENT OF MR. MYERS

MR. MYERS: Thank you. And if you haven't
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guessed, I'mwith the lovely lady that just presented.
We're from Al pi ne.

SDG&E proposes to build its Sunrise Powerlink
over many mles of pristine yet highly volatile wild
| ands in Eastern San Di ego County. After the
devastating wild fires of 2007 | had the opportunity to
speak with a firefighter from CAL FI RE about the risks
posed by overhead transm ssion |ines. He told me about
t hree probl enms.

Overhead lines get in the way of aerial
firefighting activities, severely hampering efforts to
contain an advancing fire. Firefighters on the ground
are instructed to stay clear of overhead |ines. For
personal safety they're not permtted to pass under the
lines. MWhen fighting the fire or building their
defensive lines, valuable time is often | ost when the
firefighters nmust be relocated to the other side of the
power line to continue their work. The heat and snoke
from an active fire generates ionized particles in the
air; and as these heated particles rise around the
active power l|lines, they create a pathway for
di scharging electrical current to the ground, in effect
a lightning bolt discharge.

Evi dence suggests that overhead power |ines
were very likely to cause several of the October 2007
wi ldfires in San Di ego County. For the protection and
preservation of our homes, our wldlife, our parks, our

historic and cultural, culturally significant resources,
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and our scenic backcountry, please say no to the Sunrise
Power | i nk.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. MWers. Appreciate
your com ng.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Char |l ene Wardl ow.
STATEMENT OF MS. WARDLOW
MS. WARDLOW  Good eveni ng, your Honor and

Comm ssi oners. | am Charl ene Wardl ow. | ' m the

envi ronment al manager for Ormat Nevada, and we are
buil di ng geot hermal power plants in Imperial County.
Ormat is about a 44 year old international conmpany.
We're one of the | argest geothermal conpanies in the
world. And we currently have 150 nmegawatts of

geot hermal in Inmperial County, 120 enpl oyees.

We're currently building the Brawl ey 1
proj ect. 50 megawatts will be on line the end of this
year, not in four years. And currently permtting the
Brawl ey 2 project, another 50 megawatt project that is
scheduled to be on line the end of 2009.

We do support new transm ssion into the
valley. Although we do wheel into |IID system there are
transm ssion constraints out in the valley. And so
al though we don't support a specific route, we do
support new transm ssion into |Inperial County.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for com ng. Vince
Siguorotti.
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STATEMENT OF MR. Sl GUOROTTI
MR. SIGUOROTTI: That's pretty close. Hi . [''m

Vince Siguorotti. |"ma vice president with Cal Energy.
Cal Energy operates ten geothermal plants out along the
sout heastern shore of the Salton Sea, collectively
generating 340 megawatts of electricity. W' ve been
doing this for 26 years. It is a proven resource and
proven technology. W are in the process of anmendi ng an
existing California Energy Comm ssion permt to build
three new 53-megawatt plants.

|'d i ke to point out that the population in
California has increased from23 mllion to 33 mllion
from 1979 to 1999. Today it's at about 38 mllion.
During that period of time we sinply have not kept pace
with devel opment of transm ssion. I n order for
California to neet its renewable portfolio standard, the
Salton Sea field is simply going to have to be
devel oped; and experts believe that there's an
additional 2,000 megawatts of electricity available from
geot hermal resources at the Salton Sea.

We urge you to take the responsible position,
to take the intelligent position, and to devel op new
transm ssion. W don't support one |line, one route over
the other, the southern route versus the northern route;
but we do support and urge you to approve the Sunrise
Power | i nk.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you. s Rick Garl and here?
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(No response)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Rick Garland is not here. Okay.
In that case at this point we'll take a break for about
10 m nutes.
(Recess taken)
ALJ WE|I SSMAN: |Is Edward Gor ham here? Edward
Gorham  All right. Last call for Edward Gor ham
(No response)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Not here? Okay. Let's move on to
Dadl a Poni zi |l ?
MR. PONIZIL: Very good.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: It's not very good. It's sort of
okay.
STATEMENT OF MR. PONI ZI L

MR. PONI ZI L: | knew when every one pauses |ike
that it's probably nme. So Dadl a Ponizil from Encinitas.
| am a home performance contractor, and for those of you
who don't know what that is, basically a house doctor
who goes around and di agnoses and tests residenti al
buil di ngs for energy efficiency.

And | just wanted to rem nd you and every one
el se and SDG&E that, according to SD 1037,
i nvestor-owned utilities need to exhaust all feasible
cost-effective energy efficiency potential in their
service areas before pursuing any other energy source
options. And |I'm here to tell you, for two years |'ve
been doing this, and after 28 energy audits of homes,

there's a huge anmount of megawatts out there to be
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harvested. And in doing so, the owners of those hones
will be much happier because they will be nore
confortable in a nmore energy efficient hone.

For exanple, a new 6, 000-foot home being built
today in San Diego | just tested had 41 percent of duct
| eakage, which means that 13 tons of air conditioning
t hat they have is trying to cool the outdoors. And for
this we have to build a power line to bring that power
down there. A duplex in Encinitas, 50 percent duct
| eakage. The conmplaint there, it was hot in the summer
despite that, and cold in the winter because it works
bot h ways. If you can't get the heat, you can't get the
cold. So there's a |ot of megawatts need to harvest.
They need to do their homeworKk.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Bill Davis, please.
STATEMENT OF MR. DAVI S
MR. DAVIS: Jamul, we're from To the Stirling

guy that nmust have need the Sunrise Powerlink, the
exi sting southwest power line is avail able.
(Laughter)
MR. DAVI S: Up in the, again, the Clevel and
Nati onal Forest where we have nine acres. lt's 3
guarters of a mle fromthe Barrett watershed. They
want to take the -- it's also the only wilderness area

in Cleveland National Forest in San Diego. There's 11
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pl aces. The Pine Creek place is ours, 33,000 acres.

26,000 of that is Pine Creek W | derness and Hauser Creek

W | derness, and they're running the power |ine through

there. They're also going to drop 3,000 gallons every

six months. So the top rock side will drop down and

drop into the reservoir, which is our drinking water.
Anot her subj ect. | "' m agai nst the power I|ine.
(Laughter)

MR. DAVIS: Out in Inmperial Valley, | know people
don't realize it sometimes, but there's a border with
Mexi co where we have about ten mles that's bel ow sea
| evel out there. And Mexico, you have the Sea of Cortez
here, and then you have Laguna Sal ada, which is a
hundred feet below sea |level, and there's a little
4-f oot section that -- 4-foot -- 4-mle section of high
ground where the sand bar fromthe Col orado River built
up. And the geothermal area is earthquakes. So if it
ever -- this is the Salton Sea area, and if you need a
power |ine, you got to go around the eastern side of the
north side around Salton. This is all below sea |evel.

Fl ashing red. Okay. Last one. This is the
Power |l i nk map. It's a hundred feet below sea |evel
where the line is going across the -- so as a matter of
fact, for the federal people also. But if you kind of
want to say, if this is something that's going to be --
you want to have forever, don't put it there.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Once again, although I really
appreci ate your enthusiasm if you could refrain from
appl auding so we can nove through real quick.

We have Shannon Davi s.
STATEMENT OF MS. DAVI S
MS. DAVI S: Hi . | ' m Shannon Davis. And | thank

you for com ng back, Dian Grueneich and Judge Wei ssman,
and thank you Comm ssioner Simn and Comm ssi oner Bohn
for com ng

It's important that you hear what every one
has to say, because | found in the EIR process, which I
participated in, that sometimes a |l ot of information
that we give is put into little brief bullets by the
environmental team that assesses all the information
that we send in and the letters that we send in, and I'm
not sure that all gets to you.

And I'm not going to have time to go into all
the sensitivity to our particular property in East Janul
in our neighborhood. There are other menbers of our
community who are here this evening who will speak. The
area has been devastated by fire. There has been
specul ation that that fire, the Harris Fire, was indeed
started by San Di ego Gas and Electric |ines.

What | am going to say is that there's a
vul nerability to the southern route. And because we are
close to Mexico, because we are close to the other |arge
500 kV Iine, the southwest line, there's a vulnerability

for terrorism During the Harris fire in one week 200
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illegals passed over that were captured. So that's just
one area.

| also | ove Anza-Borrego, all of our nountain
areas of San Di ego. | mvery concerned about all of the
environmental inmpacts, and I am very much opposed to
t his. | want green energy, not from Mexi co. | do not
want to add to global warm ng.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Al ex Bourd.
STATEMENT OF MR. BOURD

MR. BOURD: My name is Al ex Bourd. Il live in
Rancho Penasquit os. First | want to say that | oppose
Sunrise Powerlink as unnecessary project. Rancho

Penasquitos along with Carnel Valley are two communities
that are affected by coastal |link segment. These two
communities are prime comunities in San Diego to raise
children. Alnost every house there's at |east two,
three kids of school age. All elementary schools are
running full capacity and sending kids to other
districts.

And there are many studies that link EMF to
chil dhood | eukem a, for exanple, studies from Sweden.
The inportant thing to note there is that all these
studies did not consider super highways because at the
time of the studies super highways, the proposed
Power |l ink didn't exist. So the influence of EMF from
Power | i nk, Sunrise Powerlink would be much higher, just

obvi ous common sense, would be much higher influence on
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devel opment of chil dhood | eukem a. My sister is a
| eukem a survivor. So | know quite well what it means.

The proposed coastal link will come 100 yards
fromnmy house and 100 yards from my kids' elenmentary
school. So kids will be exposed to EMF 24 hours a day.
So as a father of two young children, | would like to
ask the Comm ssion to protect children of our community
fromthe Sunrise Powerlink and EMF. This is the future
of California need to protect.

In case the PUC decides to approve the
Powerlink, | would |ike to support alternative for the
coastal |ink. Coastal link, no wire grade that was
identified in the EIR.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Eric Stamets. Anita Nichols. " m
sorry. | said Eric Stanets. Good eveni ng.
STATEMENT OF MR. STAMETS
MR. STAMETS: |'"'m what's left of Eric Stanets.

(Laughter)

MR. STAMETS: | don't want to dislike SDG&E. I
like to spend ny hard-earned money with businesses that
| like and |I'm proud to deal with. SDG&E's actions on
the Sunrise Powerlink has not made me proud of them
Their pandering to and stock strong-arm ng of mayors,
chambers of commerce, and the Governor for support is

shamef ul . If this project was so needed and conpelling,
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t hey wouldn't have to sell it on billboards. SDG&E
should not be allowed to niggle its way into the
proj ect.

SDG&E's first prem se and basis for all they
do is that electricity is the most important thing there
is. This is fallacious and very presunptuous. A
conscience and soul are the nost important things for an
i ndi vidual or a corporation, and SDG&E has m spl aced
theirs.

| have no objections to geothermal energy, but
| do object that it is included in the calcul ations as
renewabl e, which it is not. We have grown conpl acent

and accept the existing cessnment through Anza-Borrego

granted when it was just desert. It was a m stake made
years ago. Correct the problem Don't enlarge it. The
current line doesn't belong and should be undergrounded.

Anza- Borrego Desert State Park and Santa
Ysabel and Lake Henshaw are an island in a sea of
Sout hern California growth. We don't have a national
park, but we have to preserve what we have. To Northern
California, to put this line in would be as defiling as
constructing a passenger gunboat to the top of El
Capitan in Yosem te because tourist growth demanded it.

Lastly, | once again object to the Sunrise
Power | i nk nanme. It was obviously chosen as a sales
pitch |ike manufacturers name cars. To call this the
Sunrise Powerlink is |Iike nam ng a skunk Raquel to get

rid of the snmell.
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(Laughter)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Pl ease wrap up if you could,
pl ease.

MR. STAMETS: | "' m done. But in |leaving, | would
like to give this little token to the PUC. This is the
| ast nail put in the coffin of this project.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: The record will note there's a
significant |layer of rust on the |l ast nail.
(Laughter)
Anita Nichols, please.
STATEMENT OF MS. NI CHOLS
MS. NI CHOLS: My name is Anita Nichols. |'ve been

to other hearings, and I'mglad to be here. And I'm
gl ad you're here. Thank you.

My home was threatened by the Pines fire. The
fire was caused by a helicopter hitting a power |ine.

It was not SDG&E's fault. That doesn't help console

t hose who | ost their honmes in the fire. The fierce

wi nds that blew down the power |ines that caused the
Wtch Creek and other fires last fall were not SDG&E' s
faul t.

The stuff that burned inside some of the
famly homes was nore than just picture and mement oes.
Entire famly histories have been wi ped out. We live in
a world where anything can happen. Even the nost
out |l andi sh, unexpected accident causing a fire, no fault

of SDG&E, from the Sunrise Powerlink is an unacceptabl e
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risk. None of our communities should be subjected to
this ill-conceived |ink. It's environmental ly
destructive, financially irresponsible, and the visual
blight just in one place, the Santa Ysabel Valley, which
| pass through frequently, is unimagi nabl e. | do not
support the Sunrise Powerlink in any of its
configurations.
Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch. Ri chard

Jensen.
STATEMENT OF MR. JENSEN
MR. JENSEN: Hi. Thank you for being here. I

hope you've had some time to enjoy our beautiful park
whil e you're here.

My name is Richard Jensen. ' m here from
Santa Cruz on the Monterey Bay. |''m here to strongly
oppose the inappropriately named Sunrise Powerl i nk. I
prefer to call it the Sunset Powerlink.

My famly has been visiting and living here
for 40 years. My wife and | owned property in nearby
Ccitillo Wells for four years. | am here representing
the Ocitillo Wells community, nyself, and those
generations yet unborn who cannot speak for thensel ves.

This is only one -- there is only one
Anza- Borrego State Park in the world, unique and
pristine, the result of mllions of years of evolution.
There are many forms of sustainable avail able energy

that will not undo this evol ution. SDG&E wi |l devast at e
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t he park, Cleveland National Forest, and backcountry
communities such as Ocitillo Wells where it will pass
within one mle of the heart of the comunity and
directly through private | and.

| was stunned to learn two years ago that
there were plans to build this unnecessary nonster power
line through the mddle of this beautiful delicate
ecosystem a marvel of nature that rivals Yosemte,

Yel | owst one, and Gl aci er National Park. In fact, |
think if SDG&E could they would run a |line over Od
Fai t hf ul .

We only have one earth, one Anza-Borrego. You
have only one chance to make the right decision. Pl ease
hear and pay heed to the many voices raised in
opposition to this m stake. Be forward in your vision.
Consi der viable alternatives. Pl ease do not place the
wel fare of stockhol ders above the welfare of this |and
and the people who cherish its beauty and serenity.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Vic DePratti. And would those with
numbers 31 through 40 please start moving up.

STATEMENT OF MR. DE PRATTI

MR. DE PRATTI: Comm ssioners, Comm ssioner
Grueneich, my nanme is Vic DePratti. |"ve had a home in
Julian since 1975. l'ma retired physician, some think
retarded. But in any event, |I'm here to represent
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myself and nmy famly, past, present, and future. ' 'm
not here to discuss science or environment. You've
heard that many times to the point where you're probably
tired of it. ' m here to represent the fact that [|'m
sad about what's happeni ng here. | have carefully
foll owed the Sunrise Powerlink since its inception
including the initial informati onal session provided by
Sempra conplete with their blue denim staff.
' m opposed to it. | want you to know that.
Thank you. And please do your | ob.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for being here this
eveni ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Joe Raffetto.
STATEMENT OF MR. RAFFETTO
MR. RAFFETTO. Thank you, Comm ssioners, and your

Honor . ' m Joe Raffetto. | own California Overl and
Desert Excursions, the park's sole concession. And I'm
al so a menber of the Borrego Springs Chamber of
Comrer ce.

First off, | do seriously thank you for
com ng, and | know especially at this hour you ought to
be in your room having a nice glass of scotch or hot
cocoa perhaps.

(Laughter)

MR. RAFFETTO. And |'ve come to every single

meeting that's been going on over the |last two years,

and it's gotten to where |'ve started to feel |like you
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guys are cousins that visit from out of town every now
and then.

But | just want to say |ike especially since
we're wrapping up this here, you know, my whole thing,
my whol e business is to bring people away fromthe
things that we're tal king about. And it upsets me to
see |like people talking like we're tal king NI MBY here,
like it's, oh, we don't want themin our backyard.

First of all, we're tal king about Senpra
Energy, and Senpra Energy, as everybody remenbers in
this room everybody was victim zed by Sempra Energy
back in 2000/2001. They're kind of |like a |lounge lizard
t hat took your daughter to the prom and had their way

with you and now they're com ng back for your younger

daught er.
(Laughter)
MR. RAFFETTO: | think it's time to say no. And,
you know, |'ve seen the EIR in person. It's in a box
about this big. | helped lug it out and al nost got a

hernia. And | think there's a reason it's that big.
It's because this park and the backcountry, there's so
much at stake, there's archeol ogy, visual things, that's
all at -- so many other things that are at stake here
because it's a state park; and it's also, the real
reason are those liquid natural gas, the port, and the
power generation in Mexico. | just would ask you to
keep that in mnd in your deliberations because it has

absolutely nothing to do, | feel, with renewabl e energy.
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And just please keep them out because | don't
know how |I' m going to explain to Europeans and ot her
peopl e when they're at the beautiful overl ook at Font's
Poi nt why my country, ny state let this happen, because
it's going to be very embarrassing.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Joe Hopkins.
STATEMENT OF MR. HOPKI NS
MR. HOPKI NS: Thank you for being here. As a

general statement, | agree with all the speakers who
have said and will say after me that the Sunrise
Powerlink is not needed and that there is a better way.
But even if we believe what SDG&E is saying about this
project delivering green energy, and who really does, we
need to ask, how green is energy that destroys thousands
of acres of undevel oped desert habitat with the
installation of enormous panels, jeopardizes water
sources with huge geothermal projects, and creates risks
for birds and bats with wi nd turbines.

Thi s degradation of pristine habitat then
requires huge transm ssion |ines through national
forests and state parks, much of which is designated
wi | der ness. How many thousands of existing homes and
busi nesses could be outfitted with solar for the 1.5
billion being spent on this project? Such inmprovenment

of existing development is truly the green sol ution.
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But in particular, I1'"mhere to speak on behalf
of the Borrego Valley Hawk Watch. In just six years we
have docunented al most 26, 000 raptors including 20,000
Swai nson's hawks, a species of concern in California as
they mgrate through this area each spring. Over 500
visitors to the watch as well as many Borrego residents
have been enthralled by the swirl of these awe-inspiring
birds on a journey that could be as long as 4 to 7,000
mles.

We are sampling only a 3 to 4-m |l e swath of
the 150 mles that this power line will traverse. Power
I ines such as these represent extreme risks of
el ectrocution and collision to these |l arge birds |ike
our m grant hawks and vultures as well as our m grant
and resident owls and eagles. Given that we are only
sanpling a short line across California and only
counting in the spring, not in the fall when these
magni ficent birds come right back along that sanme route,
a couple of hundred thousand of them each year wll be
at risk froma project that we just don't need.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
coment s.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Marjorie Schuessler.
STATEMENT OF MS. SCHUESSLER
MS. SCHUESSLER: Hel | o. M. Weissman,

Comm ssioners, thank you very much for comng to Borrego

Springs and providing citizens with an additional
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opportunity to share our concerns about the proposed

Sunrise Powerlink project. | am Marjorie Schuessler

and |'mreading this on behalf of Paul Schuessler, ny
husband, who is unable to attend the hearing today.

| ama retired California state park ranger
with over 30 years experience, and | am deeply concerned
about the comrercial use and inpact to the state park.
During those 30 years | had opportunity to talk to tens
of thousands of park visitors and menbers of |ocal civic
groups. Sometimes | felt as though | were a m ssionary
explaining the park's values as well as the |egal
mandate to preserve and to protect the park for all
people for all time.

The public support for parks is evident.
California has the finest park systemin the nation.
Regul arly rangers go to Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, Chambers
of Commerce, and any one willing to listen to explain
t he need for park bond issues. The public has passed
these state park bonds time and time again.

The public trust bestowed to all |evels of
public adm nistrators is being called into question.

The State Legi slature has approved the state park | ands,
and the public has paid to purchase and for the
management of these | ands.

It has not always been a struggle to -- it has
al ways been a struggle to preserve uni que portions of
our natural and human history, but the true val ue al ways

lies in the future in the natural heritage we | eave to
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future generations. To denigrate parks for comrerci al
pur poses is unconsci onabl e.
Thank you. Paul Schuessler.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for your comments.
Dani el Kane.
STATEMENT OF MR. KANE

MR. KANE: Hel | o, and thanks for the opportunity

to get to talk about this tonight. Thanks for com ng.

My name is Daniel Kane, and | live in the City
of San Diego. And |I'm here to sort of talk about all of
the what | call the Christmas and Easter Anza-Borregans,
t he people who come out here when the wildflowers are in
bl oom every spring and then maybe they don't think about
it again because they're busy with their lives. But al
of these people, | really don't think they truly
understand what is at stake, and | think if they did,
t here would be many, many nmore people here. There's
been a | ot of green-washing | think that's happened.

And this spring | can't tell you the number of
people that | talked to that were just so, so, so

excited about having gone out to the flowers or just

tal ked to people who had gone out. | had seen an energy
in people that 1'd truly never ever seen here in San
Di ego.

The desert changes people, even if they just
come once a year, even if they've only heard about their
kids com ng or their friends com ng. It's a truly

speci al place. And if the power |ine goes through,
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there's something that's going to be |lost that's nuch,
much bigger than any one here | think has mentioned.
It's just sort of the collective spirit of our city and
our state.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for com ng.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Ken Jol aren. Okay. Chuck King.
MR. JOLAREN: Ken Jol aren. 34.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Yeah. Okay. Sorry. Coul d not
make out that K. Looked |like an S to ne.
STATEMENT OF MR. JOLAREN
MR. JOLAREN: My name is Ken Jol aren. l|'"'m from

Dear Horn Valley. And there's some specul ation that the
Harris fire was started by SDG&E. Be it one way or the
other, |1 don't care. | lost my house in that fire. | f
you go with the southern route, I'lIl lose ny house to
SDG&E for sure. ' m one of the few houses that is right
on the Clevel and Nati onal Forest. Goes to the right of
my house. If you put it in the forest, it goes to the
| eft of my house. | f you keep it out of the forest,
doesn't make any difference.

"' m not sure here to save Anza-Borrego
Springs. "' m here to save the southern route.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Chuck King.
STATEMENT OF MR. KI NG

MR. KI NG: Eveni ng, Comm ssioners. Thank you for
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t he opportunity to be one of the |ocal people to stand
up and be count ed. | don't have anything el egant to
say. Many have spoke very passionately against the
Powerlink project. | am al so opposed.

' m a 25-year resident of Borrego Springs.
own a home, have a famly, two children in the schoo
system here. ' m al so an enpl oyee of the schoo
district. | would hate to | ose our precious resource.
| appreciate the open spaces, and | appreciate the
envi ronment .

| would urge you to | ook at sonme of the
experts that have spoken about alternative transm ssion
routes, particularly AT&T, who suggested that the
existing corridor, such as some of the interstates, sone
joint trench agreements that m ght be used. There are
certainly other ways to transmt power if that's what
has to be. But | think it's been suggested and pointed
out that it's not necessary.

The other thing that | would say about SDG&E
is that as a member of the school district and vol unteer
for some of the disaster relief, SDG&E has paid lip
service to us regarding providing us backup generators;
and from what the evidence that we've seen, they're
interested in collecting monies fromus, but when it's
giving back to the |local comunity, it's just
nonexi stent .

So thank you for the opportunity to be here.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for being here this
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eveni ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Shauna Cal l ens. Okay. Britta Lee

Shai n.
STATEMENT OF MS. SHAI N
MS. SHAI N: Good eveni ng. My name is Britta Lee
Shai n. |'ma resident in the Anza-Borrego State Park.

The Anza-Borrego State Park, among ot her honors, has
been named a world heritage park by the United Nations.
Every year over a mllion visitors conme fromall over
the world to visit this park and escape the kind of

vi sual blight and industrial pollution that is proposed
by Sempra Energy to desecrate not only the park itself
but the proposed routes that most people will have to
drive to get here.

A visitor can take a short walk in this park
and find pottery shards |eft behind by ancient
civilizations or see pictographs and petrogl yphs or
marvel at the nortarium where the |Indians ground their
acorns for food. A visitor can be awed by as many as 30
short-eared owls roosting at the Powerlink targeted
Tamarus [ phonetic] Grove. A visitor can also see
limtless beauty and experience silence.

This park was set aside for general public

use, not for private businesses to exploit for profit.

If the Sunrise Powerlink is allowed to prevail, not only
will irreparable damage have been done to this state,
national, and world treasure, but it will set a terrible
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precedent for other parks and protected wil derness.
These days on the news we are bonbarded with
exampl es of manmade changes, some m nute, that have
wr eaked irreversible changes on the planet. How can any
one in good conscience in the face of such know edge,
knowi ng that there are safer, more environmentally
friendly alternatives to this plan, go forward with an
al ready obsol ete technol ogy which prom ses to destroy
some of the |last remaining beauty and the intact
ecosystenms that we have left.

At the end of the day, and | mean the end of

the day, all the money in the world will not buy back
our pl anet. Pl ease say no to the Sunrise Powerlink.
The children will thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Marilyn Moskowit z.
STATEMENT OF MS. MOSKOW TZ

MS. MOSKOW TZ: Hi. Welcome. Thank you. | " m not
used to m crophones. |'"m Marilyn Moskowitz, and I'm a
resi dent of Inmperial Valley. ' m here as a private
citizen. | guess | want to make a couple points, and I

want to confine my remarks, since there's not a whole
ot of time, to things that, to the valley and also to
t he econony.

The thing about the valley is we have two
power plants that have been sited in Mexicali. They

dunped pollutants into our air. They are not subject to
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California em ssion, California em ssion controls or
environmental |aws or US federal or environmental | aws.
The Powerlink will encourage the siting of more power
pl ants because it's an easy way to transmt electricity
to Los Angeles, to areas north of Los Angeles, and
that's a real consideration.

In I nperial Valley we have very high rates of
asthma in the population. The elementary school
children, | believe it's about 40 percent. And al ong
the coast it's 15 to 18 percent elementary school
children. The American Lung Association just gave

| nperial valley an F on our air quality. That's not

somet hi ng new. We share our air links in with Mexicali.
We are fortunate in some sense in our link with
Mexi cal i .

Okay. The next thing | want to talk about is
the econom cs. | f only part of the money that would be
spent on constructing the power |ine was instead
funneled into research and devel opment of nore
econom cally feasible solar units that could be used to
generate power for homes and busi nesses, California
could and would become a manufacturing and research
devel opment center of the US. The market would be
l[imtless in terms of international market and domestic.
Househol d sol ar units that were economcally feasible
t hat coul d generate household power and feed back into
the grid would revolutionize our econony and the energy

situation.
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Have to ask you to please wrap up
now.

MS. MOSKOW TZ: Okay. The other thing is if part
of the money was used to give subsidies to homeowners
and devel opers, that would drive the market and make
t hat possi bl e. So | would really urge you to consider
t hat .

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Okay. Thank you.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WE| SSMAN: Fred Jee. And would those with
numbers 41 through 50 please start |ining up.

STATEMENT OF MR. JEE

MR. JEE: Thank you, Comm ssioners and your Honor,
for comng to Borrego and listening to our conmments
about the Powerl i nk. Much of the comments tonight have
been about value, what is value to one group, jobs,
busi ness, growth, versus another group, beauty,
preservation, a path [inaudible], and environment.

| think the debate about value will finally
come to you for your decision. Let's not think about
Borrego, Anza-Borrego State Park or San Diego
backcountry, but rather, think in terms of long term
versus short term Much of the supporters' values are
short term since jobs are gotten, business is thriving,
and the lights are on. But the issue is noot. Once it
goes away, and it will in the long run of time, that

val ue i s gone.
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Our values for the backcountry, the state
park, our environment, are long term W owe a debt to
our grandchildren to have values for them to appreciate
and cheri sh. SDG&E deval ues us so that they can achieve
their goals. Wuld we have this hearing today if this
proposal was to run a power |ine across Normandy Beach
or Jerusalem? | think not.

Pl ease say no to the Powerlink

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Davi d Ri ney.
STATEMENT OF MR. RI NEY

MR. MR. RI NEY: Hel | o. My name is David Riney,
and | oppose the Powerlink. | have an interest in
hi story. So while stumbling through some books, | found

an old photo al bum from 1900 that shows various pictures
of the people fromthat tine. And that was a time when
Teddy Roosevelt, these are his countrymen, made the
first park, which was Yell owstone. | don't know who

t hese people are. They are forgotten, and, but | know
what they did. They left us something to cherish

t hrough their sacrifice. That's all | know.

And | know some day -- | have no children. So
chances are | won't be remenmbered. And | may end up in
a book like this. And | hope a hundred years from now
somebody is | ooking through it and says, you know, |

really want to give thanks for what we did, that they
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did, so that | have this enjoyment of the parks.
And that's all | have to say.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. Riney. Appreci ate
your com ng here. At |east you certainly are in our
transcript tonight.

(Laughter)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: M . Dave Voss.
STATEMENT OF MR. VOSS
MR. VOSS: Hi . | *' m Dave Voss. Il live in

Oceansi de, and | oppose the Sunrise Powerlink.

The DEIR has already busted one of SDG&E's
bi ggest myths, that their project is not the nost
environmental -- environmentally preferred project. But
l'd like to point out several other myths that need to
be busted.

Myth 1, that we need to build our solar power
in the desert. Good thing Germany didn't fall for this
myth. They're the nunmber one producer of solar energy
in the world. Most sol ar panels built in the US are
shi pped and installed in Germany.

Myth No. 2, this line is needed to carry
renewabl e power. We know this is a nyth because we were
told this back when Sout hwest Powerlink was proposed.

Myth No. 3, the forest routes are |ess
damagi ng than the state park routes. As someone who has
hi ked and camped al ong the LEAPS route and the southern
routes, | can tell you that these public |ands are just

as pristine and valuable. The m | eage may be | ess but
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the value per mle is just as great.

Myth 4, big ticket power |ines decrease our
risk during fires or other events. If we had small
power plants distributed throughout our county; we have
some now, we need a |ot nore; whether they're renewabl e
or small clean plants, that is much less risky than big
power |ines.

And |l ast myth is that we don't need Stirling.
L. A. has 250 megawatts going up on their warehouses.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for your
comments. Mar t ha Baker.
STATEMENT OF MS. BAKER
MS. BAKER: Thank you for being here and for

hearing all of our public comments. It's a real
opportunity, and we appreciate it. The m ssion of
the -- | am Martha Baker, Executive Director of the

Vol can Mountain Preserve Foundati on.

The m ssion of the Volcan Mountain Preserve
Foundation is to protect and preserve Vol can Mountain in
its natural state for all generations. In 20 years VMPF
has hel ped to preserve 17,000 of the 25,000 acres on the
mount ai n. Soon another 1650 acres will be added. | do
not think our government invested nearly 50 mllion
public dollars to preserve Volcan Mountain only to have
the corporate interests of SDG&E negate our | ong and
careful work.

VMPF opposes any maj or devel opment on the
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Vol can range. SDG&E proposes to put 150 foot tall
towers through the heart of Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park and then along State Route 2 through San Felipe
Vall ey and build a power plant on the pristine habitat
of Vol can Mount ai n.

Since the wildfires of '04 and '07 Vol can

Mount ai n has become a | ast refuge for many species that

require | andscape scale territories in which to breed,
live, and m grate. It is on the Pacific flyway and is

an extremely important high-altitude stopover for

m gratory birds. Volcan also remains as one of the | ast

val uabl e seed sources for plant species |ike Engel mann
oak, Bigcone Douglas firs and Coul ter pines.

We are working with the Zool ogical Society o
San Di ego on inmportant reintroduction prograns that wi
reintroduce California condors and nountain yell ow
| egged frogs to their historic Vol can status. We cann
do that if there is a power plant on our foothills.

Heavy equi pment, habitat clearing, extreme
pollution of San Felipe Creek, increase in fire risk,
tall towers in the flyway, and permanent disruption to
t he ecol ogi cal bal ance on Vol can Mountain. These are
not acceptabl e. It is unthinkable and arrogant beyond
belief for SDG&E to consi der despoiling our treasured
public | and that we have all fought so hard for and
spent so much money to preserve.

This is the handout on Vol can Mountain that

give to school children to explain why Vol can Mountain

f
I

ot

we
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is not your ordinary nountain. Just what will we tell
them SDG&E, if 20 years of hard work and $50 mllion in
t axpayer money has been a waste? Huh?

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch. Di ane
Janssen.

STATEMENT OF MS. JANSSEN
MS. JANSSEN: Hel | o. ' m Di ane Janssen. Thank

you all for being here so |late at night. | have heard
so much tonight that |I'm not going to try to add to the
scientific data. ' ma grandnot her and a mot her, and |
woul d simply ask that when you make this decision, this
moment ous decision that will |lead us into the future,

t hat you | ook deeply into your hearts and make it
somewhat from the standpoint of a nmother or a
grandmot her or a father or grandfather.

On the more practical side, one gentleman who
al ready spoke didn't get to make this sentence. So |I'd
like to add it. He said to me to remnd you that Step 1
is to say no to this project. Step 2 is to say yes to
requiring grid owners to purchase individually-
generated solar electricity for the future.

Thanks very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for your
comment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Bob Wbods.
STATEMENT OF MR. WOODS
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MR. WOODS: Hi . My name i s Bob Wbods. l'm a
retired engineer and a resident of Descanso since 1982.
We' ve heard | ots of great argunents agai nst
t he Sunrise Powerlink tonight, and | have to say | agree
with about all of them I n addition, I m ght enphasize
one additional, and that's the security of this proposed
[ink. In this time of heightened awareness of Homel and
Security it may be wise to consider the inplications of
constructing a systemthat could be excessively
susceptible to security interference or terrorist
interference. It may be more prudent to invest this
money in the devel opment of a more distributed system
We're uni quely advan -- we have a unique
advantage in the San Di ego area of having |ots of
sunshine, |ots of days of sunshine, and this seens to be
an ideal place for a nore distributed rooftop system
That's where the money should go.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
coment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Katalina Prince.
STATEMENT OF MS. PRI NCE
MS. PRI NCE: Good eveni ng. Thank you for being

here today and tonight. My name is Katalina Prince, and
| am a resident of Borrego Springs. | have the fortune
to say and feel and know that the beginning of nmy life

actually began right here in Borrego Springs and the
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surroundi ng Anza- Borrego Desert State Park. For the
first four and a half years this is where my feet and ny
l ungs and my eyes and where my heart first knew this
life. Since then I went away to Orange County, to
Nort hern California. |"ve lived in other
muni ci palities, metropolitan areas. |"ve lived in other
pl aces nationally and internationally.

| had the opportunity to come back about nine
years ago, and | realized doing so | |earned sonething,

not only about myself, but for what we all share and

what we all |ove, and that's the sense of raw natural
| ocati on. It rem nds us of who we are and what's
i mportant. Com ng back here, I've had the opportunity

to go el sewhere, but always upon returning | pass
t hrough what is truly a beautiful entrance back to this
area; and that begins, as soon as you |eave a heavily
popul ated area, you come through Santa Ysabel. You're
not even in the park yet, but you're touched by it. And
once you return to the park you realize how blessed this
i S.
My first steps began here. | hope they
conti nue here, and | hope that they will continue for
many more in the future.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
comments.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Joanne | ngwall .
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STATEMENT OF MS. | NGWALL

MS. | NGWALL: "' m Joanne Ingwall, and I live in
Borrego Springs along with my husband, and |I'm here as a
private citizen to make three points. The first point
is to remnd you or make sure that you remenber that the
park is not just for the people who live in Borrego or
for the handful of people that live in Santa Ysabel on
the way or even for the people in San Diego or the State
of California, but it's for every one.

And as | mentioned earlier, people |ike us who
lived in Boston and came here for 30 years before moving
here 17 nmonths ago, and every place in between Boston
and here often conme to the park to relish, not only its
beauty, but its scientific resources. | would venture
to say that many of the thousands of people that come
here don't come here just for the beauty but for that,
for the scientific value. They are not only fromthe
United States but from Canada and from Europe and Japan.

Second point | want to make is that we have
heard a | ot about the resources of the park, and of
course the beauty is extraordinary. And we've heard a
| ot about the archeol ogy resources that could be
seriously damaged especially by the particular routes
t hat have been made, but also the pal eontol ogy resources
need to be valued and appreciated. And my husband and |
spend every avail able monment we have supporting that
effort, digging up bones, cleaning them up. | found

recently a 3 mllion year old croc bone, the first such
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bone ever found in this park. And it has inpact, not
because of nmy finding, but it has inmpact because it's
the first one of these ever found in the park, and it
tells us somet hing about the fossil history, not only of
our park, but of our entire region and of the world.

And the final point I want to make is that
this is really all about |egacy. W saw it when we saw

the famly. W saw it when we heard the song. And as

you | ook at yourselves in the mrror every day, | wonder
if you can possibly vote against -- not vote agai nst
this park project that could destroy our park. lt's al
about | egacy. It's about keeping what has been prom sed

to the people, not just in this region, but of our
country and the worl d.

The park that is meant to be forever wld. | f
you vote for the Sunrise Powerlink, you'll vote to have
it be wild only for a short while.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
comment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Bet h Edwar ds.
STATEMENT OF MS. EDWARDS
MS. EDWARDS: Hi. Thank you for being here.

Actually, 1'"m Elizabeth Edwards if it's |egal. Il live
in the Wtch Creek area of Ranpbna, as you know, a pretty
tragically hit area. | lost half of everything that |
own thanks to SDG&E. Senmpra has offered me up to $5, 000

grant for absolutely no reason. | don't know why. They
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don't know ne. | |lost 46 Engel mann oaks. They're a
very rare tree, my view oak from my w ndow. | wor ked ny
whole life to live where | live, to live in the

backcountry and away fromthe city, away fromthe

i ghts. | invite you to enjoy the stars tonight when
you're out here. You don't get that when you use a | ot
of power. | do not have air conditioning. | do not
have heat. Yet | live in an area that's 20 degrees

col der and hotter than downtown San Di ego where the
peopl e are that want the power.

Pl ease consider my Phase 1, which will only
cost about $20,000 to get ne started with my Phase 1 on
my turbine. And as soon as | can afford that and get
done, I'"m going to get off the grid. You know, we need
power to a point, but we're overusing it. W need to
cut back, and we need to be green, truly green
oursel ves.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Randy Lenac.
STATEMENT OF MR. LENAC
MR. LENAC: Good eveni ng. My nanme is Randy Lenac,

and |'m here from Canpo to speak for the thousands of
residents that live in the small comunities throughout
sout heastern San Di ego County who are adamantly opposed
to the southern route. It targets the poorest

communities and tribes in San Diego County, a violation
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of the environmental justice element of the |law, and the
El R does not address that. The Draft EIR is full of
exampl es of the power of the federal government com ng
to bear to adjust the original US Forest Service
proposal on to private |ands adjacent to the national
forest. | can assure you tonight that nost of those
adj acent ranchers do not have a power line in their
ranch management plan either.

The US Navy is opposed to this power |ine
goi ng near their new training areas in Canpo because it
will interfere with frequent |ow-|evel helicopter
flights. Yet their EIR and public testinmny state that
t hey plan only rare med-evac and VIP flights. Adm r al
Herring is either a liar or their EIRis a liar. I n
either case the full power of the federal government has
again been brought to bear against private |andowners in
your EIR.

| want to assure you there are thousands of
peopl e who are adamantly opposed to the southern option.
The communities and tribes along the southern route are
t he poorest in San Diego County. We're confident that
t he bugs and bunnies in the federal and state agencies
are well represented in this process, as are the wealthy
communities in the coastal areas of our county that have
much to gain fromthis Powerlink. But there are
t housands of underrepresented people in southeastern San
Di ego County who are dependi ng on you, depending on you

to protect them from an environnmental injustice that
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would result if the southern route is chosen because
it's politically expedient.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
coment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | s Paul McClellan here? Paul
McCl el | an?
STATEMENT OF MR. MC CLELLAN
MR. MC CLELLAN: Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners and

M. Wei ssman. My name is Paul McClell an. | have been a
resi dent and private business owner in San Marcos,
California, for the past 26 years. | rarely get to
Borrego Springs. As a business owner | fully understand
the profit motive of business, but more inmportantly, |
recogni ze that creating value has much greater benefit

t han creating profit.

Li ke every one here, over the past decade,
several decades, | have seen my utility bills increase.
And after this project gets conpleted, if it gets
conpleted, | know that my utility bills will continue to
clinmb. But it's not the increasing utility bills.

Every one here has that sanme problem It's not the
utility bills that decrease our standard of I|iving.
Ei t her way, they don't have a big inmpact on our standard
of living. But what does really adversely inpact our
quality of life and our standard of living for us as

well as all of you are short-sighted projects that have
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profit as their primary aim And California is an
extremely innovative and entrepreneurial state. And I
think that they pay a very high premumin innovation.

And | would respectfully request that as you
review all of these documents that you consider with the
aut hority that you have to guide these projects so that
they create a |longer lasting value to all of the
residents fromnow and in the future.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your

comment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: El eanor. " m sorry. | can't make

out your |ast name. Wuld those with numbers 51 through
55 pl ease |ine up.
STATEMENT OF MS. SHI MEALL
MS. SHI MEALL: Your Honor and honorabl e

Comm ssioners, my name is Eleanor Shimeall. My husband
and | have been com ng to Borrego Valley since 1968, and
we are full-time residents today. We are both state
park volunteers. And this is your park also, and we are
all stakeholders in the inmportant decision before you.
It is good you got to see disputed wilderness today, and
we thank you for taking the tinme to cone.

Areas such as this state park were set aside
by visionaries who realized the need to preserve
expansi ve areas for the enjoyment, enrichment of soul

for us, our children and grandchildren and their
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grandchi |l dren. These visionaries realized that wi thout
protection, these public areas would be swall owed up and
by private and corporate interests for personal profit.

The reasons for not going ahead with the
super -- the Sunrise Powerlink project are well known,
and | agree with all of them | urge you to vote
agai nst the project because of the publicly stated
obj ecti ons.

Di ane Jacobs this afternoon spoke for many of
us. Just read, appreciate, and act on her advice. | " ve
been sol ar cooking since 1980. And it's out there.

It's free. Wth new and i mproved technol ogi es for
energy production at hand, you nust find a better way to
manage energy needs. Say no to this project. The
Sunrise Powerlink project is not a win-win situation.

And 1" m going to |l eave ny solar cook book with
you so that you can find out how great it is to walk out
your back door and take your dinner out of the oven
that's cooked with the sun all day.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Bri ana Ross.
STATEMENT OF MS. ROSS

MS. ROSS: Good evening and wel conme. My name is
Bri ana Ross. |''ma Borrego resident. | thank you for
com ng and touring our park and taking the time to hear
our many, many conments.

The process you nust go through to make the
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deci si on about this project rem nds of me of what many
voters are faced with in electing our next president.
Just as voters across the United States are hoping to
see positive changes through this election, | trust you
are hoping to see positive and realistic solutions to
our energy needs.

SDG&E is appealing to you just as presidential
candi dates are attempting to win the votes of Americans.
SDG&E has pronoted the Sunrise Powerlink through a
cl ever and expensive ad canpai gn which focuses on cl ean
energy. SDG&E' s claimthat Sunrise Powerlink will be
used to provide green energy is based solely on the use
of renewabl e energy plants that do not exist and have
not even been approved. | encourage you to chall enge
SDG&E to show you exactly where this clean energy will
come from before any route options are di scussed.

We are relying on you, Conmm ssioners Sinon,
Gruenei ch, Bohn, and Judge Weissman to deny this
proposal and push SDG&E to utilize realistic renewable
alternatives |like rooftop solar which can neet
California' s energy needs and woul d not produce
greenhouse gases, burn fossil fuels, and would not
require new transm ssion lines. These lines are costly
and, based on our areas's current infrastructure, would
be transporting fossil fuels, not clean energy.

This is your opportunity to set a precedent in
California and across the country. | encourage you to

oppose Sunrise Powerlink, not only to protect the
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sanctity of our state and national wildlife, but also to
promote bold energy alternatives.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for your comments.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: M chel l e Upczak
STATEMENT OF MS. UPCZAK
MS. UPCZAK: Good eveni ng and thank you for being

here to allow us to have an input into the democratic
process. And I'm a civics teacher. | live in Descanso,
which is on the southern proposed route, but it really
isn't about Descanso or that southern route or any of
the other areas, a fight between Anza-Borrego. It's
about San Di ego Gas and Electric and the things that
t hey're doing, and, you know, and what is the payoff
t here.

| was -- actually, they set a back fire to one
of the fires in my driveway. And so half of my trees
and my driveway burned. My mail box burned as | was
raci ng out of there evacuating. | can't tell you, if
you haven't |ived through an experience with a
firestorm how absolutely terrifying and |life changing
that is. And to think that any one would even consider
proposi ng any kind of possibility, even if it was a
1- percent possibility, if you had lived through that, it
is just absolutely the most hellish stuff |I've ever been
t hrough. So | wanted to share that with you personally.

| came tonight to support -- so my sister and
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| drove over the mountains -- to support the people that
were here in opposition to the Powerlink. And | was
just marveling at the denocratic process here because we
don't see that. And | appreciate you guys being here so
| can feel that |I'm part of that. And so | thought by
maki ng a deal to come over the mountains to be here to
support. And then | decided, no, even if I"'mterrified,
| need to stand here and say what | believe because it's

very inmportant and it's important for to us stand up and

be brave.

And so I'mterrified. | really have strong
feelings about it. And I think it's a safety issue
among many ot her things. | appreciate you guys being

here and allowi ng us to have a sanple of that democratic
process. And | hope you too will oppose the electric
Power | i nk.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very much. Appreciate
your conments.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Dave Bl oom Dave Bloom Janes
Ward. And would those with nunmbers 56 through 60 please
line up.
STATEMENT OF MR. WARD
MR. WARD: Hi. |'mJames Ward. |'m a head

t eacher or sometimes known as a vice principal of
Cuyamaca Out door School |ocated in Cuyamaca State Park.

| am al so the president of the San Di ego County OQutdoor
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Educati on Foundation. And |I'm here to plead on behalf
of 6, 700,000 children who have come through our program
since 1946 enjoying wilderness areas that have been set
aside in perpetuity.

We have a programright here in Anza-Borrego
State Park where young people come to | earn about the
desert and also to | earn about themselves. And it's a
fantastic program It's hel ped by Anza-Borrego
Foundation. They help sponsor some of the funding.

We have a | egacy. We have Kkids that
t hroughout the week that they come -- it's a residential
school that we're tal king about, 6th grade canp. They
come up and they spend an entire week in a conpletely
pristine environment either in one of our mountain parks
or the desert. One of our canp programs is |located in
t he Hi ghway 76 corridor, and it was mentioned earlier.
But the power line is schedul ed. It's one of the routes
to go right smack dab through that canmpus. And I
i mpl ore you to really consider the history of 62 years
of our program here.

And one | ast comment. Kids write and journal
their thoughts out in the mddle of the wilderness. And
it's amazing what kids wite, and | can't imgine a kid
in the m ddle of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park writing
about the pristine beauty of the wonderful experience
t hat they have and then have to | ook at a series of
150-foot tall power I|ines. It defeats the whole idea.

Any way, please oppose the Sunrise Powerlink.
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ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
comment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thomas Topuzo. Mel ani e Ham |t on.
STATEMENT OF MS. HAM LTON
MS. HAM LTON: Good eveni ng. My name is Mel anie

Ham | t on. | live in Julian and | work in Ramona. And
oppose the Powerl i nk. |'m a user of electricity. So
' ma ratepayer. ' m also a taxpayer and a registered
voter.

Tens of thousands of people simlar to me are
rat epayers, registered voters, and taxpayers; but as you
go about talking to people, | find that there's a | ot of
m sinformation in the general public. And a |Iot of that
m sinformation is probably due to sonme of the tactics
used by both Sempra and SDG&E. However, if the issue
were put on a ballot for voters to make a deci sion,
per haps sonme of that information would not be so
one-si ded. However, we're not given the opportunity to
vote on this issue. W have to rely on our elected
officials and appointed officials such as yourselves to
make the choice for us.

The decision that you're going to make on this
issue is going to be noment ous. It's going to describe
how energy is going to be produced and transmtted for
many decades to conme. We all know it's been descri bed
quite clearly by a lot of nmore astute and profound

i ndi viduals than | that we have a crisis on our hands.
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We have fossil fuel energy dilemas, production hazards,
unreliability, etcetera. So I won't go into all of that
this evening. Thank you

Frankly, 1'"m frightened by the prognosis of
our power future by permtting the continuation of this
m ndset . However, | think that if we were able to vote
on this, we may make a very deci ded opinion stated. W
can't vote. Therefore, we have to rely on you to choose
for us.

| "' m asking you to have the courage to make a
moment ous decision to deny this transm ssion |line. I
have to depend on you to sort through the pros and the
cons of the issue, but I"malso |ooking to you to take a
stand against the well financed and moni ed corporate
i nterests. Only you can force theminto the 21st
century. Make them produce reliable |ocally-generated
power that is used l|ocally.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for your comments, but |
need you to wrap up.

MS. HAM LTON: One last word if | may. | think
the word "grid" needs to be stricken from our vocabul ary
and replaced by terms such as sustainable, renewabl e,
sel f-sufficient, and self-controll ed.

Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Art Col e.

STATEMENT OF MR. COLE
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MR. COLE: Thank you for being here. A quick note
before I start on ny shortened now prepared speech.
wi sh to note that cutting public input to one and a half
m nutes on a project which will cost us each a thousand
dol l ars makes this the most expensive mnute and a half
of my life, far more per mnute than Elliot Spitzer
spent to destroy his career. Pl ease | et us speak.

G ven current cost projections of 1 and a half
billion to 2 and a half billion dollars spent on a
met hod of energy transm ssion devel oped in the 19th
century, one nust ask how much energy can be both
captured and transmtted locally with 21st century
t echnol ogi es. Poi nt source power generation for wi nd
and solar can create and distribute three to four times
as much power as the Powerlink is capable of delivering
wi t hout damagi ng the Clevel and National Forest, the
Anza- Borrego Desert State Park, innumerable private |and
hol di ngs, or risking the burning of wi de areas of San
Di ego County at the same costs.

As to who benefits in relation to who pays,
anyone who has reviewed the Powerlink's north-to-south
orientation and the placement of a major trunk station,
not a substation, at the northern term nus of the
project can see it is set to be extended north to supply
Los Angel es and Riverside Counties, not San Diego
County; whereas, all the costs of this project are to be
born by us, the residents of San Di ego County.

The recent history of cascading brownouts and
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bl ackouts throughout our country shows the limts and
probl ems of an over-centralized energy network. The
four-day brownout of New York and Boston's metropl ex
caused by a simlar powerlink defaulting between Detroit
and New York a few years ago caused a cascading coll apse
of switching equi pment relays, which burned out 85
percent of the total US stockpile of switching relays.
This situation is ripe for terrorist action.
Wth four surface-to-surface |aser-guided handheld
mssiles it is possible today to disconnect 70 percent
of all urban houses in the United States for a period of
fromone to three nmonths by hitting the i ncom ng power
line from Canada, the line from Detroit to New York, the
lines out at the Hoover Dam and the Tennessee River
Aut hority. More than five times the power relay
switches currently warehoused in the United States would
burn out in three m nutes. How can we | eave ourselves
at such risk in these dangerous times?

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you, M. Cole. W need you
to wrap up.

MR. COLE: Qur overly-centralized system of power
generation and transm ssion services the wealthy few
while |l eaving the great majority of us at risk of
terrorism system gam ng and price gouging, not to
mention the | ocal risk of catastrophic firestorns. So
what is the answer? Point source power systens
multilinked in the urban environment and set up to --

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Off the record.
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(Off the record)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: On the record.
Chris Elisara. And would those with numbers
60 to 65, 61 through 65 please |ine up.
STATEMENT OF MR. ELI SARA
MR. ELI SARA: Thanks for being here listening to

us. |*ve heard today Martha. | " m on the board of

Vol can Mountain Preserve Foundation, a menber of our
pari sh. Eric Stanmets. | played softball with Art Cole.
But we're all here just to tell you how we feel about
it.

| got a photograph. This is a photograph

of -- do you recognize this? This is the Antel ope
Val | ey poppy preserve. This is an exis -- how did this
happen? | want to know, how did this happen? Antelope

Val | ey poppy preserve. There it is. That's what it's
going to look Iike, folks. So | just want to bring this
concrete visual to you folks. This is what it will |ook
l'i ke back here. That is desecration. That is bringing
ugliness to the backcountry. | don't want to see that
happen agai n. If it's in your power to do that, please
have the courage not to do so.

The other thing I want to say is, you know,
|'ve been listening to these business folks here, these
busi ness interests, and | get the picture that they've
made a | ot of investment wi thout any way of getting
their power out so they have a way to distribute their

power . But along with that and a | ot of power they
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can't really get out. So they're asking you to bail
them out, to help them out. So | just want to say,
could you say no to those folks to do two things? One
is to stimulate ingenuity. They need to think about
ot her ways of doing it. Stimul ate ingenuity, and it
will stimulate the econony. If you just say no, we'll
get better solutions to this situation.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
comment s.

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: John Ruddl ey.
STATEMENT OF MR. RUDDLEY
MR. RUDDLEY: Hel |l o everybody. And ny apol ogi es

for keeping you so |late, and also my apol ogies for not
| ooking you in the eyes as | read this, but | had to cut
it to the bone. It's fromny heart, no fact or anything
l'i ke that.

| have no facts to present, but | have to say
no doubt it's real. A descriptive word coined in the

early 1970s evolved from perceptions and observations of

people of my ilk over many years prior: Cal i fornication
strikes hone. In essence, it is wanton devel opment and
unchecked popul ati on growt h. It is pernicious. Much of

what is beautiful and natural and wild falls before it.
Utimately quality of life suffers.

Peopl e tal k about the good old days or | eave
for their mountain Montanas and Oregons only to be

repl aced by others. Yet nobody understands how
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wonder ful and beautiful their relocation site once was.
Energy and water fuels Californication. | am certain

t hat avarice exacerbates it. Supply nmore energy and

wat er, and houses will be built. Build more houses, and
many more people will come. The blight of
Californication spreads as an ever-expandi ng popul ati on
with associated infrastructure and busi ness devel opnment
conti nues to draw down whatever new energy and water
supplies are provided. This is madness really. Pur e
and sinple.

We continue fouling our nest and comprom si ng
our environment. To what end? It just does not make
sense. Were energy and water devel opment limted, so
too would be business devel opment and unchecked
popul ati on expansion. This concept is madness, al so.

Of course it is. After all, this is the United States
of America. Aren't we the ownership society? W are a

free society with practitioners of avarice, albeit for

t he public good, occupying niches at all |evels of
busi ness and government. And that in a nutshell is why
| oppose the Sunrise Powerlink. Sinmply put, | do not

trust Senpra. There is a very fine Iine between public
good and avari ce.

And | appreciate the opportunity to speak.
And as | said, this was from ny heart and that's the
only way | can say, because | figured you've already
heard so many people talk, so many facts and figures and

what ever el se. And the bottomline is, thank you for
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t he opportunity to speak for a little bit. And I'm
sorry you're up so | ate. You guys got to be tired.
Thank you
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
comment s. M| Krecu.
STATEMENT OF MR. KRECU
MR. KRECU: Thank you for staying with us. Wy

name is M| Krecu, and |I'm an organic farmer in the
area, and |'ve dedicated my life to devel oping
sust ai nabl e systens to address our food system And |
think the same ideas, the same careful usage of
resources and well managed stewardship can be applied to
our energy needs as well.

There is much that we can do, as many people
have said, about the technology that's available to us.
The solution is not bigger and better. It is actually
smal | er and decentralized solutions work much better.

It works in agriculture that way, and | think it works
in energy that way.

Thank you very much.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
coment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: W I liam Crawl ey.
STATEMENT OF MR. CRAWLEY
MR. CRAVWLEY: Hel | o. My name is WIlliam Crawl ey.

| represent the Potrero planning area as a Potrero
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pl anni ng group menmber, and | want to tal k about
reliability. Potrero is part of the areas in the Harris
fire, and it actually started in Potrero; but every
route along would have been shut down in one time or
anot her due to the fire.

San Di ego requires 45 square m | es of solar
panels to power it. So | would like to challenge the
California Public Utilities Comm ssion to require each
county to be an island, island in their reliability as
far as generating power. Even Path 44 was threatened,
and that would have been the only |ink down to San Di ego
or any area. So | would say, San Diego, L.A., San
Franci sco, I|nperial County, island solar and other
renewabl es.

Thank you and have a wonderful evening and
t hank you for com ng

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch. Thank you for
com ng.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: | can't pronounce your name, but
M . Bannon?

STATEMENT OF MR. BANNON

MR. BANNON: Yes, it is. Thank you. | have a
little sign. | don't know if you can see it. My friend
drew it up. He's in the back there. His name is Al ex.
He has a gift for you. He' s approaching, if you don't
m nd. These were picked this norning on his property,

San Felipe, God's country. Pl ease see the stars there
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tonight. You know, | hope you can spend nore time
around here, and | hope |I can spend nore time around
here.
My name is M ke Bannon. "' man electrica
contractor, of all things, from Orange County, of al
pl aces. And |'m here to tell you that wires are ugly.
You know, not only are these towers ugly, and once you
put themin, you're not going to take this out. It's
all those drooping wires. It totally ruins the scenery
of this area. And this is really a nice area. And |
hope you do get to spend nore time.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you for com ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Anne. | can't quite make out your
| ast name.
STATEMENT OF MS. GURNEE
MS. GURNEE: My name is Anne Gurnee, and this is

my son Traygen. We lived in Deer Horn Valley Janul
until our home burned to the ground | ast year. Fi ve out
of six houses on ny road were |ost, 21 out of 28 in ny
nei ghborhood. CAL FI RE has denmonstrated to San Di ego
County twi ce now how woefully inadequate they are at
fighting fires. To add another enormous fire risk that
the Sunrise Powerlink will indisputably be is
bewi | deri ng.

lt's been pretty well established that the
Wtch Creek fire, the |largest |ast year, was started due

to power lines. And my neighbors and I find it a
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startling coincidence that the path of the Harris fire
coi nci des, surprisingly or obviously, depending on who
you ask, with the proposed D route of the Sunrise
Power | i nk.

We can't even consider rebuilding until we
know what you all decide. Wrst case scenario for me
and nmy nei ghbors: | rebuild nmy home and the D route of
the Sunrise Powerlink comes through nmy next door
nei ghbor's property literally and I |ose ny home again,
but this time to Senpra Energy, either because of the
t housand-f oot easement or to obliterated property val ue.
No one in their right mnd would live in such close
proximty to these nonstrosities. Wuld you? Not if
you val ued your health or your children's, and | do.

Then of course if you all allow these lines to
go through our neighborhood or any one else's, you force
us to live with the added unnecessary risk of fire, and
t hen maybe we'll get to do this all over again in ten
years or |ess. Pl ease don't do that. Pl ease don't do
that to us.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Ask you to please wrap up.

MS. GURNEE: Three nore points very briefly.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Actually, you're half a m nute over
already. One point.

MS. GURNEE: There are endangered species in the
area, the southwest willow flycatcher, the California
gnat catcher, southwestern arroyo toad, the Quino

checkerspot butterfly, [inaudible] eagle, peregrine
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fal con. | have seen one. Barrett Lake in their water
source. M. Davis, ny neighbor, said very eloquently
how t he water quality will be adversely affected.

Pl ease don't do this to us. There are viable
alternatives. Why not use thenm? |If it's about nmoney,
these are the faces of Senmpra Energy's bottom i ne.
This is us. He doesn't have a nunber. He just had a
really quick comment.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: "' m sorry.
MS. GURNEE: Say it.
TRAYGEN GURNEE: Pl ease don't put the Powerlink
service on. | want to go hone.
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Mar k White.
STATEMENT OF MR. WHI TE

MR. VWHI TE: Good evening. Thank you for com ng
My name is Mark white. "' m Anne's nei ghbor. "' m one of
the fortunate ones that has a house, and the reason
have a house is because | stayed. And we didn't have a
single firefighter come up our dirt road, and that's a
Shame.

| went to a meeting a year ago in Jamul, a

community neeting regarding the Powerlink. And | was
lied to there when | asked SDG&E why don't they just run
it underground and they said it was impossible. And I
see clearly it's not impossible to run it underground.

| again feel 1've been lied to when | caught the | ead
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bi ol ogi st for Ecosystenms on my property doing surveys
wi t hout written perm ssion.

And I'm strongly opposed to the Sunrise
Powerlink. And I'll cut it short.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng
toni ght .

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Geoffrey Smth. And would those
with nunmbers 66 through 69 please join the line if you
haven't already.

STATEMENT OF MR. SM TH

MR. SM TH: Thank you for hearing us. ' m al ready
| ooking forward to a beer out in the desert after this.
| wish you could all join me, but | don't think that
woul d be allowed. You're the attorney, right? It's
protocol . But | do encourage you to get out on your
own, drive, get in your car, drive down a dirt road,
stop the engi ne and get out and wal k and | ook up. Look

at the dark night sky, |look at the stars, and experience

the solitude that's the desert. That's really
i mportant. That's why we're here.

My name is Geoffrey Smth. Il live in Mra
Mesa at the other end of the proposed power |ine. | do
oppose all the wire alternatives. ' m here representing

the W Il derness 4 All organization, which is the San
Di ego canpai gn, the San Diego unit of the California

Wld Heritage Canmpaign, the Federal W I derness Canpaign
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in the State of
| ve been working with
to preserve wilderness
Desert Protection Act,
by the first President
(Laughter)

MR. WHI TE:
went right
' m here tal king about
Heri t age Canpai gn. I n

64, 000 acres of

proposed wild and scenic river

County.

' m going to

document ati on showi ng maps of

Cali fornia.

The presidency was still

to work on the next

For al most half of my life
scores of volunteers since 1985
in San Di ego, starting with the
whi ch was signed into law in 1994
Clinton.

wet when we
bill,

the California WId

which is the one
t oday,

San Di ego County alone there are

proposed wi |l derness and 23 m | es of

right here in San Di ego

present you with five sets of

the proposed areas and a

list of them by name and their acreages. Pick any wire
alternative and | can name two or three of those areas
t hat woul d be seriously affected by the route. | s that
yel l ow or red?

ALJ WEI SSMAN: That's red.

MR. SM TH: lt's red?

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Yes.

MR. SM TH: | "' m done. Okay. Read the map over a

gl ass of wine tonight,
deci sion for us.
Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN:

your conments.

Thank you very much.

and pl ease make the right

Thank you for

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMW SSI ON, STATE OF CALI FORNI A
SAN FRANCI SCC, CALI FORNI A




© 0O N O o b~ W DN Bk

N N RN N N N N NN R B R B R B R R R R
oo N o o M W N P O O 0o NOo 0ok OWN -, O

6223

(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI| SSMAN:  Vickie Butcher. You have that
wonder ful running-for-office smle on your face this
| ate at night.
STATEMENT OF MS. BUTCHER
MS. BUTCHER: Well, | would Iike to thank you for

having a wonderful smle on your face at this time of
ni ght.

| am Vi ckie Butcher. | am running for
Congress in the 52nd Congressional District, and | too
have served and sat in your seats as a Conmm ssioner for
the California State Water Control Board and served 12
years as a planner for EI Cajon City Pl anning
Depart ment . But | am here to add my voice to the
el oquent voices that you have already heard in
opposition to this project.

Many of us watched as the fires rolled down
hills threatening our homes. | was one of the |ucky
ones. My home was not burned, but we did evacuate in
t he Cedar fires. | am here because | believe that there
are clean green alternatives, and | would urge you to
reject this project and accept the Draft EIR. Someone
has done an awful | ot of work. | did not see the heavy
| oad of paperwork that went into the suggestions made to
you to say no to this project. But | add ny voice to
t hose who have already given you reasons why.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch for your
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comment s.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Bob Kuczewski .
STATEMENT OF MR. KUCZEWSKI
MR. KUCZEWSKI : My name is Bob Kuczewski, and |I am

president of the Torrey Hawks Hang Gliding Club. I
stand before you today wearing the jacket of Al an
Chucul ate, who was ny instructor, my mentor, and ny
friend. Alan was killed in November of 2005 when his
hang glider struck what? Power lines, near a little
town in Mexico.

The Sunrise Powerlink involves many conpl ex
i ssues, and as president of the Torrey Hawks Hang
Giding Club it's not my place to comment on nmost of
t hem But | can ask that you please give careful
consideration to the placement of high voltage |ines
whi ch endanger the brave spirits who take to the air in
renmote places that we call Horse Canyon and Laguna
Mount ai n.

As hang glider and paraglider pilots we are
becom ng an endangered species as we | ose suitable
habitat for our sports. All we require is a small patch
of ground to |launch and another small patch to | and and
an unobstructed sky where we can fly for hours and clinb
t he many thousands of feet using nothing other than the
air currents that are powered by the sun. Pl ease
respect the adventurous spirit that drives our members

to the sky.
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Thank you
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng
toni ght .
(Appl ause)
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Janet Gil bert.
STATEMENT OF MS. Gl LBERT

MS. Gl LBERT: My name is Janet G | bert. Il live in
Ramona. In 2006 ny husband and | built a photovoltaic
system on our property. On Oct ober 21st, 2007, | | ost

my home, my barn, all my personal property in the Wtch
Creek Fire. There's a certain irony to being a
generator of electricity providing San Di ego Gas and
El ectric with electricity and having nmy home and
life-style destroyed by fire sparked by San Di ego Gas
and Electric wire transm ssion |ines.

There's an even greater irony in that ny
el ectrical generation and nmy transm ssion to SDG&E woul d
not start a fire in a wind storm My power lines from
my photovoltaics to my inverters and frommy inverters
to San Di ego Gas and Electric are all underground. They
will not start a fire during our Santa Ana wi nds.

| installed photovoltaics because | believe
that | ocally-produced energy is a major key to econom c
growth in San Di ego County, because | believe gl obal
warm ng data are relevant to public policy and indeed
need to dictate that policy and because | think
Ameri cans need to take our own steps to be responsible

for our affluent life-style. | confess to not having
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consi dered reduced fire hazard as one of the reasons to
pronmote | ocal electrical generation instead of inported
energy.

| m concerned that the San Di ego Gas and
El ectric power line is going to increase the frequency
of fires. And |I'mvery concerned that, not only to
human |ife and property, but there's going to be
significant inpact to chaparral with increased nunmber of
fires. These fires -- chaparral is adapted to fires.
| ma biologist and a teacher. And it's going to be 20
years for fires to regenerate themselves. And increased
fire frequency allows nonnative invasive plants to come
in, and this will only provide more fuel for more fires.
And we're going to see a big, big change in our
chaparral community that's not really addressed in the
environment al inmpact result.

| just feel that it's a comunity disaster.
It's an Anza-Borrego State Park disaster. It is a
gl obal disaster, and it's not necessary. W generate
enough electricity. | am presently living in a 200
square foot motor home, but | have reinstalled ny
photovoltaics, and | am producing electricity again for
the county.

Thank you

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nmuch for com ng.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Now for our 239th registered

speaker of the day, that's no exaggeration, and final
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speaker for the evening, Dave Grisly.
(Appl ause)
MR. GRI SLY: So | get the final word.
ALJ WE| SSMAN: Cl ose to the final word.
STATEMENT OF MR. GRI SLY
MR. GRI SLY: Good to see everybody tonight, and

| ' ve been very inpressed in listening to concerns and
very important and valid concerns. l'"'malso with the
Torrey Hawks, a hang glider pilot. Power |ines are a
big fear. Li ke Bob my friend mentioned, a friend of
ours a few nonths ago was killed the same way. ' ve
known of it happening a number of times. To me, it's
kind of like this. You're flying along, weeee, having a
good time. You're |ooking down on people, which is one
of the only times it's okay. See peopl e waving down
there and they're doing this. And I'm just thinking,
yeah. Fol l owi ng all the birds. | heard soneone talk
about mgrating birds. Those are friends of m ne.

So I'mflying al ong. Momr i s down there waving
and I'm waving back and all of a sudden, bzzz, bzzz,
bzzz, power |ines, bzzz. Burst into flames kind of |ike
a Pinto. Down to the ground, boom Ow, it hurts. Cal |

t he police. Call the fire department. \Wait. Don' t

call the fire departnment. We're under a power |ine.
Power 1|ines. You can't fight a fire under power |ines.
Ow.

So please listen to these people's concerns.

' m concerned nmyself. At Torrey Hawk we want to show
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our support, and here we are. So good night.

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause)

ALJ WEI SSMAN: Do any of the Comm ssioners want to
say any closing words?

COVM SSI ONER BOHN: l'd just like to say one
comment . It's been a |l ong day certainly for many of you
her e. But just in case there may be a sneaking
suspi cion out there that we don't pay attention and that
we don't listen, we really do.

And | want to thank all of you who have stayed
the course over today to make your views known in both
passi onate and articul ate fashion. It really does help
t he process of government, and | want to thank you all
for participating.

(Appl ause)

COVMM SSI ONER SIMON:  As | wunderstand it,

Comm ssioner Grueneich has been through a number of
these meetings. So | want to express ny admration for
her resilience.

(Appl ause)

COMM SSI ONER SI MON: But | concur with
Comm ssioner Bohn's statements that we do listen. This
is democracy, as someone said earlier today, at ground

zero. And | want to thank all of you for your very

articulate and well informed conments.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: | would |ike to add ny thanks to
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t he numerous | argely invisible people who have made
today run so smoothly, the Public Advisor's Office from
Los Angel es, sone of the staff from Aspen Consulti ng.
And certainly without fail 1'"d Iike to mention the court
reporters who have had fingers of steel today.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: We've al most beconme famly over the
| ast year. So hopefully we can plan a reunion someti ne.
COWVMM SSI ONER GRUENEI CH: We all give a thanks to
Judge Wei ssman.
(Appl ause)
ALJ WEI SSMAN: Thank you all. "1l remenmber that
when |I'm sitting in my office trying to draft this
t hi ng.
So thank you very nuch, and this public
participation hearing is adjourned.
(Wher eupon, at the hour of 9:53 p.m,

this public participation hearing was
concl uded.)
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