
















Community Development Department 

DELIVERED BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 

June 12, 2014 

Billie Blanchard (CPUC Project Manager)/Brian Paul (BLM Project Manager) 
California Public Utilities Commission & Bureau of Land Management 
clo Aspen Environmental Group 
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 935 
San Francisco, CA 94104-3002 

Re: West of Devers Upgrade Project - Notice of Preparation 

Dear Ms. Blanchard and Mr. Paul : 

The City of Grand Terrace is pleased to participate in the scoping process for the West 
of Devers Upgrade Project by providing comments on the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPU C) Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a Joint Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) . In addition, we appreciate the 
meeting facilitated by the CPUC on May 21, 2014, with Ms. Blanchard and the Aspen 
Environmental Group Team. 

While the City of Grand Terrace supports the use of renewable energy and 
improvements to the system that will provide the deliverability of greener energy, such 
improvements must be done in consideration of environmental impacts created by said 
improvements. 

As such, we have reviewed the NOP and accompanying information and attachments, 
and have the following initial comments to assist in preparing the joint EIR/EIS: 

AestheticsNisual 

The Project proposes to use the existing utility corridor within Segment 2 where above 
ground transmission lines already exist to upgrade the system. However, the new 
towers will be taller and more massive to support the heavier conductors. In addition, 
two additional towers (D-V6 and D-V12) are proposed in proximity to Grand Terrace, 
within neighboring City of Colton, that are highly visible from two heavily traveled 
roadways: Mount Vernon Avenue and Barton Road. Many of the towers within 
Segment 1 are in proximity to existing commercial and residential areas making them 
more visible. Therefore, thorough analysis, including visual simulations, of 
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aesthetic/visual impacts must be included In the EIRIEIS, and undergrounding as 
mitigation should not be discounted . 

Noise 

Due to the proximity of the Project area to residential and commercial areas short and 
long term noise impacts must be adequately evaluated and mitigated. In particular, 
short term impacts from construction activities include construction vehicles both air and 
ground, hours of construction, and long term impacts would include any ongoing noise 
generated from conductors. It should be noted that the City of Grand Terrace is not 
inclined to approve construction activities between the hours of 7:00 p.m . and 7:00 a .m. 

TransportationlTraffic 

Construction activities will result in road closures and limited access for extended period 
of times. These closures will impact highly traveled roadways and/or commercial 
centers in the Cities of Grand Terrace and Colton. These impacts must evaluated in the 
EIR/EIS and property mitigated. 

Biological Resources 

The California gnatcatcher and its habitat are located within Segment 2. Potential 
impacts to this sensitive resource must be analyzed the EIR/EIS, and adequately 
mitigated. 

Geology/Soils 

Slope stability issues must be considered in the EIR/EIS. The area referred to as the 
Mount Vernon slope has experienced stability issues. The City acquired a property that 
backs onto Mount Vernon Avenue due to geological stability issues, and recently a 
house deck collapsed. This area is bordered directly between the Cities of Grand 
Terrace and Colton. 

The Project will traverse open, undeveloped and hillside areas. Potential erosion 
impacts stemming from construction activities must be addressed in the EIR/EIS, and 
appropriate mitigation measures set forth. 

Air Qualitv 

Short and long-term impacts to Air Quality, such as airborne dust and construction 
vehicle emissions, must be considered in the EIR/EIS. In particular, our area 
experiences high winds; therefore, mitigation measures must, at a minimum, include 
dust suppression measures. 
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Public health and safety 

The expanded utility corridor may increase the risk of fire in open undeveloped areas 
with limited accessibilrty. Health and safety impacts related to risk of fire, both short 
term (i.e. construction activities) and long-term (i.e. risk of tower failure, snapped 
conduits, etc.) must be adequately considered in the EIR/EIS. Mitigation should include 
an emergency response plan with enhanced fire prevention, and consideration of 
undergrounding to remove risk of fire. 

Recreation 

Recreational activities in Grand Terrace and Colton could be affected by the increased 
size of the towers and close proximity to trails and off-road activities in the area. The 
increased size of the towers could also limit recreational connectivity opportunities 
between the Cities. The potential loss of recreational opportunities must be addressed 
in the EIRIEIS. 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the scoping process for this project. We 
look forward to ongoing input and dialogue as planning and design proceeds for the 
West of Devers Upgrade Projecl. Should follow up questions or clarification be 
required, please feel free to contact me at 909-430-2225. 

Sincerely, 

SANDRA MOLINA 
Community Development Director 

c: Ken Henderson, City Manager 
Steve Ward , City of Colton Interim City Manager 
Mark Tomich, City of Colton Development Services Director 
David X. Kolk, Colton Electric Utility Director 
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