
From: sixaguilas@gmail.com on behalf of Aguilar Family <sixaguilas@cox.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 10:22 PM
To: SOCRE CEQA
Subject: SDGE Substation Expansion

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Thank you for listening to the residents and considering a new alternative sight for the SDG&E expansion
project that was being planned for San Juan Capistrano. Fifty years ago, when there were no people around this
plant in San Juan Capistrano, it would not have been a problem. Today, this aged plant is in the middle
of residential neighborhoods to thousands of people, along with schools and parks. Many people have already
complained about the health issues they have suffered from living near the plant.

The proposal for San Juan would not only destroy a historical building but would also require special permits to
exceed the height limits imposed on structures in San Juan Capistrano. In addition, the construction would add
to the already congested traffic that flows thought our neighborhood and town as a result of overflow traffic
from the I-5 Freeway (taking a five minute drive to the grocery store and converting it to 30-45 minutes during
rush hour and weekends).

We understand the need for these plants, but with the unknown health hazards, they should be located in remote
areas away from human population.

Thank you again for your consideration of alternative sights.

Sincerely,

Hector & Lauren Aguilar
31146 Via Santo Tomas
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
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LISA A. BARTLETT
ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

SUPERVISOR, FIFTH DISTRICT

ORANGE COUNTY HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
333 W. SANTA ANA BLVD,

IO CIVIC CENTER, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 9270I
PHONE (714) 834-3550 FAX (714) 834-2670

hitp://bos. ocgov. com /f iflh /

September 21,,201.5

Califortria Public Utiliues Commission
RE: SOCRE Proiect
c/o Ecologv ancl Environment,Inc.
505 Sansome Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 941.1.1.

Also via emailed to socre.ceqalÐene.com

RE: South Orange County Reliability Enhancement Recirculated Draft EIR

Dear Commission President Picker:

I serve as the Orange Coun6* Supen'isor of the Fifth District, which encompasses South
Orange County-. The entite San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) service territory in Orange
Counq'is r.vithin my jur{sdiction. Åfter sþificant revier¡'and meetings with constituents, I
continue to support the South Orange Counç Reliabilrty- Enhancement (SOCRE) project plan
because it prorddes energy reliabili6,- and system reclundancy in the most cost-effective manner
for my district.

Responsible Investment in Energy Infrastructure
Reliable po\ñ€r is essential for maintaining quality of life, assuring public safety, and fostering
economic growth. Âccorcling to the Center of Demographic Research at Cahfomia State

Unir.ersity, Fullerton, South Orange Counq'-'s total population is expected to grow up to
690,000 resiclents by 2035. This population projection is further valiclated by the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment issued by metropolitan planning organizations ancl the
Department of Housing ancl Community Development. Regional economists also expect
similar trends in iob gro\rtlì.l It is pruclent for both the public ancl private sectors to make
responsible infrastructure inr.estments for resiclents and busines ses.

Concerns Regarding Relocation and Entitlement Costs of Alternative J
Âfter careful rel.ielv of Alternative J, I would like to express my concerns regarcling the cost
and uncertainty of relocation. Currently, SDG&E owns the Capisttano Substation propert\,-
and will make improvements within the site's footprint. Alternatir.'eJ woulcl require SDG&E
to expand its Trabuco Substation onto private propertl,- ownecl bV Â.T&T. I am confident that

t Saddleback College. 2015. 2015 South Orange Couttry^ Economic Report. Mission Viejo: Saddelback College.



elected officials in South Orange County r.vill not support eminent domain or coercion of a

costly ptil'ate property acquisition of the AT&T site. Such actions are hrghly objectionable and
the entitlement cost would ultimately leacl to unnecessary: rzte increases.

Adclitionally, AT&T's large regional opeation in LagSna Nrguel requires srgnificant space for
employees and vehicles. While it rnay initially appear there is ar,zilable lancl elser.vhere, local
General Plans have prudently planned for open space, institutional, andf or other uses. It is
reasonable to assume that i.T&T will har.'e a difficult experience relocating to an infill site with
proper zoning and size for theit needs.

Concerns Regarding Reliability
Testimony ftom Califomia Indepenclent System Operator (CAISO) demonstrated that the
Capisttano Substation is near the loacl certer for all of SDG&E's sen'ice territory in South
Orange County. In their independent professional assessment, tlìey conclude that Capistrano
Substation is the proper location fcrr impror,'ing transmissions equipment to 230 kV. C,tSIO's
testimony asserts that the interconnection with Southem Cahfornia Edison (SCE) found in
Trabuco ancl Pico Alternatir,'es potentizllv jeopardaes the reliabilitl,of electrical service to SCE
customers who live it -y district. The connection would occur at the end of the SCE line
gnd place further stress on alt already overburdened system. Therefore, improvements at
Capistrano Substation remain the most logical proposal because it does not require an SCE
interconnection. Furthermore, SOCRE reduces costly delays, hrgher costs and reliability issues
identified in the other alternatir,'es.

As the elected representative for all of South Orange Counlv, I encourage the CPUC to
approve the SOCRE proiect as proposed by SDG&E. SOCRE is the preferred proposal
because it is located in the load center of their serr.ice area,tt can be built on prcpelqr it ou,ns,
and it is the most responsibly cost-effective option that will ensure the reliable energy
distribution in the region.

Thank you for your time ancl thoughtfrrl consicleration.

Sin Y,
¡

County Supervisor, Fifth District
Vice Chair, Otange Countl. Board of Supervisors

Cc: Orange County Board of Supenisors
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From: Rhen Kohan <rkohan1@cox.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 9:44 PM
To: SOCRE CEQA
Subject: Response to RDEIR/A.12-05-010----SDGE Substation

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Honorable Darwin E. Farrar

Administrative Law Judge

California Public Utilities Commission

RE: A.12-05-010

Response to Recirculated Draft EIR

Dear Judge Farrar:

I am responding to the RDEIR, SDG&E SOCRE Project.

1. INTRODUCTION OF ALTERNATIVE J: I applaud the CPUC/ORA introducing Alternative J. This appears to
remove the necessity for voltage increase at the Capistrano Substation. Population and housing has not been
mentioned as a negative factor, yet it is a substation surrounded by homes as mentioned in the testimony on
by June 24, 2015, by Dariush Shirmohammadi. Alternative J does not seems to impact any community like the
present proposal does ours and again, we applaud that..

2. HISTORICAL REGISTRATION PENDING FOR SUBSTATION: We await hearing that the substation building
has been awarded final Historical Registration. How SDG&E, who early on, said they could not in any way
avoid razing the substation, now say they can work around it describing how they intend to do so (after much
resistance and protest), it makes one wonder what they REALLY intend and at what cost to the integrity of this
structure. Can this proposed work retain the aesthetics of the structure visible from the street?

3. POPULATION AND HOUSING: I am a healthy female in her 60s. I live across the street from the
substation. I am not ill. I do not smoke. IF the substation is ENLARGED as SDG&E proposes, undergoing years
of construction and disruption, I will hold SDG&E responsible for any illnesses I contract from inhalation of
emissions thereof (which cannot be avoided to total extent). I understand that the substation does need
some upgrade of equipment and am in support of that BUT NOT MAKING IT INTO A SUPERSTATION.

4. LAND USE-CITY’s BUILDING HEIGHT EXCEEDED: Quoting from “5.2.12 Alternative J – SCE 230-kV
Loop-in to Trabuco Substation “Alternative J does not include the expansion of the existing Capistrano
Substation. Therefore, the construction of 45- to 50-foot-tall buildings to house new 138-kV and 230-kV
equipment as described for the proposed project would not occur, and conflicts with the City of San Juan
Capistrano zoning height restriction would not result. “ I voice my support, and request NO voltage line
increase occur at the Capistrano Substation.
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5. NEW LOCATION: SDGE&E has in their own testimony made my point regarding a totally new substation at
a new REMOTE location in their testimony by SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY, SECOND
SUPPLEMENTAL TESTIMONY OF JOHN JONTRY, CORY SMITH, WILLIE THOMAS,SCOTT BOCZKIEWICZ, KARL
ILIEV, JEFFREY SYKES,ROBERT FLETCHER, JR., AND DEBBIE SCHAFER on September 14, 2015:

“Both Laguna Niguel and Trabuco (the substations adjacent to Capistrano) are built out to their ultimate 4-
transformer capacity already. Therefore, at some point beyond the10-year planning horizon, under the
Modified Proposed Project, sufficient continued load growth would require an expansion of Capistrano
Substation beyond its current fence-line or construction of a new substation at a new location." Well
why not a new substation, new remote location now?

Thank you for your time and I wish you well in your time, serious consideration, and

review remembering the PEOPLE in this community surrounding this substation,

Rhen Kohan

31061 Via Santo Tomas, Above Calle Bonita/Southern Border of Substation

San Juan Capistrano, CA
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September 20, 2015 

California Public Utilities Commission 
RE: SOCRE Project 
c/o Ecology and Environment, Inc. 
505 Sansome Street, Suite 300 
San Francisco, CA 94111 

Also via email at socre.ceqa@ene.com  

RE: South Orange County Reliability Enhancement 
Recirculated Draft EIR 

To Whom It May Concern: 

It has come to my attention that the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has 
recirculated it Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on the San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E) South Orange County Reliability Enhancement (SOCRE) project.  A new alternative, 
known as “Alternative J” is now being considered by the CPUC.  Alternative J has some 
significant deficiencies and is strongly opposed by the City of Laguna Niguel as well as the 
Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce and the South Orange County Economic Coalition. 

Alternative J suggests it would be preferable to have SDG&E expand its Trabuco substation in 
Laguna Niguel, which would require SDG&E acquiring land currently owned and operated on 
by AT&T for its regional service center.  AT&T has indicated it is opposed to such an 
expansion, which would require this company to leave the city and find a location elsewhere. 

SDG&E has a proposed project that will provide regional electric reliability by expanding 
entirely within a property footprint that is completely owned by SDG&E.  Additionally, the 
proposed SOCRE project in San Juan Capistrano is located in the load center of the region. 

I encourage the CPUC to reject Alternative J and approve the SOCRE project at the Capistrano 
Substation as proposed by SDG&E. 

Sincerely, 

B  
Bill Brough  
State Representative 
73rd Assembly District  
State of California 

mailto:socre.ceqa@ene.com


















From: Hill, Albert <albert.hill@cpuc.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 4:28 PM
To: Barnsdale, Andrew; SOCRE CEQA; Lukins, Chloe; Abhulimen, Joseph A.; Mee, Charles;

'ATrial@SempraUtilities.com'; 'RGiles@semprautilities.com';
'richard@WorkEnviroLaw.com'; Moldavsky, Edward

Subject: A1205020 RDEIR Supplemental Comments
Attachments: Attachment (ORA's Supplemental Comments).pdf; ORA's Supplemental Comments.pdf

Please find attached ORA’s Supplemental Comments on the RDEIR. ORA requests that SDG&E indicate if the
attached diagram is, in its view, confidential by COB tomorrow. If it is not so designated, these comments,
including the diagram, will be served on the service list of A.12-05-020.
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