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Responses to Comments from Ken Allen

I1-1. The comment concerns the potential for odors resulting from operation of the project.  The
potential for objectionable odors is analyzed in Section 3.5, “Air Quality”, of the draft EIR.
The analysis found that although leaks in the piping components could result in the emission
of small quantities of odorized gas, such leaks would be unlikely; however, this impact was
determined to be significant.  Mitigation Measure 3.5-4 which requires the Applicant to
properly construct the piping components, to inspect the pipeline quarterly for leaks, and to
repair leaks within 1 month following the quarterly inspection, would reduce this impact to
a less-than-significant level.  This mitigation measure has been revised to further ensure that
potential odor impacts are minimized.  See Chapter 3, “Revision to the Draft EIR”, in this
final EIR.  The potential for objectionable odors to result from operation of the compressor
facility is discussed in Chapter 2, “Clarification of Major Issues”, of this final EIR.

I1-2. The project Applicant has committed to compliance with the San Joaquin County Noise
Ordinance, which requires that noise levels be no greater than 50 dBA during the daytime
and 45 dBA at night at the nearest sensitive receptors measured as an hourly average (Leq).
The noise impacts of the proposed project facilities are fully described in Section 3.10, “Air
Quality”, of the draft EIR.  The increase in noise levels would be almost imperceptible at the
nearest residences to the project sites, and would not be perceived at residences farther from
the project site.  See Chapter 2, “Clarification of Major Issues”, of this final EIR for
additional discussion of compressor noise.

I1-3. Impact 3.4-3 on page 3.4-19 of the draft EIR identifies that there is potential for cross
contamination of aquifers.  The CPUC believes that developing or abandoning wells in
compliance with the Department of Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal
Resources rules and regulations reduces this potential impact to a less-than-significant level.

I1-4. The commenters desire for local financial benefits from the project is noted.  The proposed
project, if approved, would provide a statewide benefit.  Direct local reductions in the price
of natural gas would not likely be a result of the project.  The Applicant has stated that
several hundreds of  thousands of dollars per year would be brought to the local area through
tax revenues from the project.
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Responses to Comments from John Armanino

I2-1. The comment concerns the potential for odors resulting from operation of the project.  The
potential for objectionable odors is analyzed in Section 3.5, “Air Quality” of the draft EIR.
The analysis found that although leaks in the piping components could result in the emission
of small quantities of odorized gas, such leaks would be unlikely; however, this impact was
determined to be significant.  Mitigation Measure 3.5-4, which requires the Applicant to
properly construct the piping components, to inspect the pipeline quarterly for leaks, and to
repair leaks within 1 month following the quarterly inspection, would reduce this impact to
a less-than-significant level.  The potential for objectionable odors to result from operation
of the compressor facility is discussed in Chapter 2, “Clarification of Major Issues”, of this
final EIR.

I2-2. Although problems or accidents at PG&E facilities may cause concern, they are not related
to the operation of the proposed project.  The project, if approved, will be built to the latest
safety standards to minimize potential accidents.  In addition, various safety programs have
been incorporated into the project description to protect the health and safety of people and
the environment (see Section 2.4.13 of the draft EIR).  Each of these programs will be
approved and enforced by the federal, state, or local agency with jurisdiction over the
relevant issues.  Although no project can be designed to guarantee accident-free operations,
the safety programs required for the project are sufficient to ensure a high degree of safety.

I2-3. Patterns of use by birds vary substantially from season to season and year to year.  The
immediate area of the Lodi gas field and compressor facility are not heavily used by
migratory birds and therefore operation of the compressor facility would not result in any
substantial effects on use patterns.  However, the general project area has many migratory
bird species present.
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Responses to Comments from Lee Belarmino

I3-1. The CPUC believes that the federal and state safety standards described in the draft EIR
adequately protect the public and the environment. 

I3-2. The gas field was abandoned because it was not economical to remove any more gas.  It is
estimated that approximately 3 billion cubic feet of gas still exist in each gas reservoir (page
2-16 of the draft EIR).  When the gas reservoir was nearly depleted, the existing wells also
captured a large quantity of water that had to be re-injected.   To remove additional gas
without getting water, would have required drilling new wells.  It was not economically
feasible to drill new wells to recover the remaining gas.  

I3-3. Construction and operation of the project will primarily be monitored by local, state, and
federal agencies which have jurisdictional authority over such facilities including, the U.S.
Department of Transportation, Office of Pipeline Safety, and the California Division of Oil,
Gas, and Geothermal Resources.  These agencies are specifically designated as the primary
agencies responsible for the appropriate and safe design of natural gas facilities, including
providing for appropriate closure.  Because of the nature of the project, it is not anticipated
that substantial “cleanup” of the environment will be required.

I3-4. The CPUC has made no decision regarding this project.  The purpose of the draft EIR and
final EIR is simply to identify and disclose potential environmental impacts to the public as
part of the decision making process.  In addition to looking at three action alternatives, the
draft EIR examines the alternative of no project.  This alternative is not extensively discussed
in the draft EIR because the result of this alternative would simply be that the project would
not be constructed and none of the impacts identified in the EIR would occur.
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Responses to Comments from W.A. Bennett

I4-1. The CPUC has not adopted noise standards.  Therefore, for this analysis, the draft EIR relies
on noise standards adopted by the local jurisdictions including the San Joaquin County Noise
Ordinance, as well as professional judgement.  The project is required to meet these
standards or, in instances where this is not possible (e.g., construction), appropriate
mitigation will be required.

I4-2. The San Joaquin Noise Ordinance was recently revised and no longer regulates noise levels
at property boundaries.  Instead, the revised noise ordinance requires stationary sources to
achieve specific noise levels at “nearby outdoor activity areas”.  The noise ordinance
requirements are described on page 3.10-3 of the draft EIR.   As described on page 2-45 of
the draft EIR, mitigation measures proposed by the Applicant include an upper noise unit of
55 dBA at the perimeters of the compressor and separation facility sites and 45 dBA at the
nearest sensitive receptors.  With inclusion of these measures into the project, the proposed
project and project alternatives comply with San Joaquin County Noise Ordinance
requirements, as discussed in Section 3.10, of the draft EIR, except for well-drilling
activities.

I4-3. The term “dBA” refers to the A-weighted decibel scale, which weights the frequencies of a
given sound to approximate the way the human ear responds to sound levels.  Noise
measurements and standards are typically described as noise levels that would occur over a
period of time.  The San Joaquin County Noise Ordinance uses hourly equivalent noise levels
(Leq) as the appropriate standard.  As indicated above, the noise levels from the compressor
facility and separation facility meet the requirements of the current San Joaquin County
Noise Ordinance.  See Chapter 2, “Clarification of Major Issues”, of this final EIR for a
detailed discussion of venting and compressor operation.

I4-4. The comment concerns the potential use of electric compressors which would reduce air
emissions and noise from this facility.  This issue is discussed in detail in Chapter 2,
“Clarification of Major Issues”, of this final EIR. 

I4-5. The issue of compensation for property and property value is not directly regulated by the
CPUC.  California state law contains extensive requirements regarding compensation for
property.  Typically, the value of property or an easement is negotiated between a buyer and
a seller.  Assuming that CPUC approves the project, if LGS and a landowner cannot come
to mutually agreeable terms, and if CPUC also determines that it is appropriate to grant LGS
authority to exercise eminent domain, appraisals will be required and the value of and effect
to property will be decided through an impartial court process.  During such proceedings,
issues such as severance, loss of income, and reduced property values are typically addressed.

I4-6. The CPUC has made no decision whether to approve the project.  If the project is approved
and if LGS cannot come to terms with one or more landowners regarding property and
easement requirements, under the recently enacted Senate Bill 177, the CPUC will have to



Final Environmental Impact Report for Chapter 4.  Comments and Responses to Comments
Lodi Gas Storage, LLC’s February 2000
CPUC Application 98-11-012 I-8

determine whether or not to allow LGS to exercise eminent domain powers.  Prior to that
decision, a public hearing would be required to be held in the project area.  At that time,
concerns regarding the relative value of and need for the project could be addressed.  As of
now, LGS, along with other private utility proposals that have not yet been approved by the
CPUC, will not automatically be allowed to exercise eminent domain powers even if the
project is approved by the CPUC.
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Responses to Comments from Adelene L. Cattuzzo

I5-1. This comment concerns the potential for the project to result in the emission of toxic air
pollutants, specifically formaldehyde.  As part of the air quality analysis for this project, a
screening level health risk assessment was conducted based on methodology recommended
by the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association.  This analysis is presented on
pages 3.5-14 through 3.5-15 of the draft EIR.  The analysis found that the highest estimated
cancer risk would result from the exposure to formaldehyde emissions and equals a cancer
risk of 3.4 per million people which is less than the San Joaquin Air District threshold of
10 per million people.

Using extremely conservative air quality dispersion modeling, formaldehyde concentrations
from the proposed project were estimated to equal a maximum of 14.28 micrograms per
cubic meter (ug/m3) averaged over 1 hour and 0.57 ug/m3 averaged over one year.  The
annual concentration of 14.28 ug/m3 is associated with an increased cancer risk of 3.4 per
million people.  

Formaldehyde is normally present a low levels in both outdoor and indoor air.  Residences
or offices that contain products that release formaldehyde to the air can have formaldehyde
levels of more than 375 ug/m3.  Products that add formaldehyde to the air include particle
board, fiberboard, and urea-formaldehyde as insulation (EPA web site:
http://www.epa/gov/iedweb00/formalde.html). 

No federal standard has been set for indoor air concentrations of formaldehyde; however, the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) now regulates formaldehyde as a
carcinogen.  Some states have established a standard of 499 ug/m3 in their residential
building codes while California has established a much lower recommendation of 62 ug/m3.
Consequently, the incremental increase in outdoor concentrations that would result from the
proposed project, is well below the standards set for indoor air concentrations of
formaldehyde at the federal and California levels.

I5-2. Modern engineering and construction practices require pipelines to be designed and built to
withstand the maximum expected earthquake.  Consequently, such facilities are resistant to
damage from ground motion.

I5-3. As described in Section 2 of the draft EIR, all major waterways will be directionally drilled
to protect both aquatic and riparian habitats.

I5-4. The Applicant does not currently have the right to enter private property without permission,
nor will they even if the project is approved.  The CPUC is aware of this issue concerning
the Applicant’s alleged trespass.
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I5-5. There are many existing pipelines in the Delta region that are buried in peat soils.  Page 3.9-
10 of the draft EIR identifies peat fires as a potential impact of the project and mitigation
measures to reduce the impact to a less-than-significant level.
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Responses to Comments from Edward Cattuzzo

I6-1. The comment concerns the potential for implementation of the preferred alternative to
destroy 280 trees.  As identified in Table ES-2 in the draft EIR, implementation of the
Composite Route Alternative (preferred alternative) has the potential to affect 280 trees,
although not necessarily destroy this number of trees.  Some trees may only require pruning
in order to allow for construction equipment to access certain areas.  The loss of native trees,
native oaks, landmark trees, heritage trees, and historical trees is evaluated in Section 3.7,
“Biological Resources”, of the draft EIR.  Because these trees would qualify for protection
under tree ordinances in the Sacramento and San Joaquin County General Plans, damage or
mortality of these trees is identified as a significant impact.  Mitigation Measure 3.7-4
requires preconstruction surveys to be conducted to identify the locations of these trees and
the development of a plan for the treatment of heritage and landmark trees.  Additionally, the
mitigation measure requires compensatory actions for trees that cannot be avoided.
Compensation will be determined in coordination with the Sacramento and San Joaquin
County Planning Departments and the guidelines in the county ordinances.  Implementation
of this mitigation will reduce adverse impacts on landmark trees or groves to a less-than-
significant level. 

I6-2. The comment concerns the potential for odors resulting from operation of the project.  The
potential for objectionable odors is analyzed in Section 3.5, “Air Quality”, of the draft EIR.
The analysis found that although leaks in the piping components could result in the emission
of small quantities of odorized gas, such leaks would be unlikely; however, this impact was
determined to be significant.  Mitigation Measure 3.5-4 which requires the Applicant to
properly construct the piping components, to inspect the pipeline quarterly for leaks, and to
repair leaks within 1 month following the quarterly inspection, would reduce this impact to
a less-than-significant level.  This mitigation measure has been revised to further ensure that
potential odor impacts are minimized.  See Chapter 3, “Revision to the Draft EIR”, in this
final EIR. The potential for objectionable odors to result from operation of the compressor
facility is discussed in Chapter 2, “Clarification of Major Issues”, of this final EIR.

I6-3. The CPUC believes that the federal, state, and local agencies regulating the construction and
operation of the project are adequate to protect human and environmental health, including
potential risk from earthquakes (draft EIR page 3.3-12).

I6-4. The CPUC does not regulate the formation of corporations.  However, despite the formation
of LGS as a “limited liability corporation”, the CPUC will not allow the Applicant to simply
abandon the project.  Numerous state and federal laws govern the closure of such facilities.

I6-5. River crossings have the potential to damage levees; however, several regulatory agencies
with jurisdiction over these types of lands will be required to review and approve the
engineering designs of each crossing (draft EIR page 3.4-21).





Final Environmental Impact Report for Chapter 4.  Comments and Responses to Comments
Lodi Gas Storage, LLC’s February 2000
CPUC Application 98-11-012 I-13

Responses to Comments from Marilyn Comstock

I7-1. The California Department of Water Resources commented during the scoping phase of the
project that the originally proposed pipeline alignment was not consistent with its proposed
use of its property on Twitchell Island.  

I7-2. As described on page 2-14 of the draft EIR, the State Lands Commission and the State
Reclamation Board will provide oversight of activities that may affect levee stability.  The
Applicant will be required to complete extensive engineering studies to ensure that levee
stability is not adversely effected.

I7-3. Impact 3.9-4 on pages 3.9-10 and 3.9-11 of the draft EIR describes the potential for peat fires
and measures to ensure that the potential for fire is minimized.  Impact 3.3-2 on pages 3.3-9
to 3.3-11 of the draft EIR describes ground subsidence and mitigation measures to ensure
that the pipeline remains buried at a safe depth.  Impact 3.1-2 on pages 3.1-14  to 3.1-16 of
the draft EIR describes issues regarding pipeline burial, and Mitigation Measures 3.1-2 has
been revised (see Chapter 3, “Revisions to the Draft EIR”, of this final EIR) to more suitably
address pipeline depth.  Chapter 2, “Clarification of Major Issues”, of this final EIR also
provides more information about subsidence as it relates to the project.
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Responses to Comments from Joe Cotta

I8-1. The pipeline will be designed to allow for the development of gravel, oil based, and paved
roads over the alignment.

I8-2. As discussed in Section 3.1, “Land Use, Planning and Agricultural Resources”, of the draft
EIR, policies established by San Joaquin County, Sacramento County, and the Delta
Protection Commission recommend that utility facilities should, to the extent feasible, be
routed adjacent to existing facilities or other existing rights-of-way to minimize the number
of utility disruptions.  This section evaluates the consistency of the proposed project and
project alternatives with these policies.  The consideration of the effect of several adjacent
utility easements traversing the private property of a single land owner is outside the scope
of the EIR.  Independent of the CEQA process, however, the CPUC considers project
impacts on individual landowners in the context of the public benefit when making decisions
on project applications.  This process and opportunities for public participation in this
process are described in the Draft EIR in Section 1.6, “CPUC Application Process”.


