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Response to Comment Set B.9:  Acton Agua Dulce Trails Council 

B.9-1 Please see General Response GR-5 regarding noticing procedures. 

B.9-2 Impacts to recreational trails are discussed in the Draft EIR/EIS both in Section C.9, Land Use and 
Public Recreation, and Section C.15, Visual Resources. 

B.9-3 Thank you for submitting your opinion on Alternative 5. Please see General Response GR-2 regarding 
property acquisition. 

B.9-4 Thank you for submitting your comments regarding Alternative 5. Consistency with local plans and 
policies are discussed in detail in Section C.9, Land Use and Public Recreation. As shown in Table 
C.9-4 and discussed in Section C.9.10.2, Alternative 5 would not conflict with Los Angeles County, 
City of Lancaster, or City of Santa Clarita land use plans and policies. Alternative 5 would require 
easements across several properties and require temporary preclusion of trails during construction 
activities for safety; however, these actions would not result in the loss of hundreds of equestrian 
properties as the commenter claims. 

B.9-5 Socioeconomic impacts associated with Alternative 5 are discussed in Section C.12.10 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS. The removal of existing housing, such as ranches, was determined to be a significant impact 
(Class I). Please see General Response GR-2 regarding property acquisition. 

B.9-6 As discussed in Draft EIR/EIS Section C.15.10.2, impacts to views from Vasquez Rocks as a result 
of Alternative 5 would be significant and unavoidable (Class I). While this visual impact was found to 
be significant and unavoidable, economic impacts related to the filming at the Vasquez Rocks Natural 
Area Park are unlike the Veluzat Motion Picture Ranch, which is a land use specifically designated 
for filming activities only. The Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park is not a specific filming location, 
and has a primary purpose of being a public recreational use area. Furthermore, due to the proposed 
linear route of Alternative 5, and the size and topography of the Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park, it 
is believed that locations would continue to be available within the Park that would provide similar 
background views for filming without views of the transmission line and towers impeding filming 
activities.  

 While it is possible that filming could be adversely affected in some locations in Agua Dulce due to 
the visual prominence of transmission line and towers, it is not possible to quantify any economic 
effect associated with loss of filming opportunities that might result from implementation from 
Alternative 5 resulting in a socioeconomic impact. In fact, it is difficult to determine with any 
certainty whether the amount of filming conducted in the Agua Dulce area would decline in the future 
and whether such a possible decline would be the result of Alternative 5. Only a portion of the area 
would be affected by Alternative 5 and it is doubtful that all the locations in the Agua Dulce area 
would no longer receive use as filming locations because of Alternative 5. However, the Lead 
Agencies concede that it is possible that filming could be adversely affected in some locations in Agua 
Dulce due to the visual prominence of transmission line and towers. It should be noted, however, that 
the potential to impact filming activities in Agua Dulce are unlike the Veluzat Motion Picture Ranch, 
as this is a private property operated specifically as a filming location. 

The Draft EIR/EIS Section C.15.10.2 concludes that the visual impacts of Alternative 5 are significant 
and unavoidable (Class I). For instance, Impacts V-24, V-25, and V-26 indicate that the visual 
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impacts from Alternative 5 at Key Observation Points in the Agua Dulce area would be significant and 
unavoidable. While the socioeconomic impacts to the filming industry cannot be reliably estimated, 
your concerns regarding this issue will be shared with the decision-makers who are reviewing the 
Project and alternatives at the USDA Forest Service and the CPUC. 

B.9-7 The Draft EIR/EIS acknowledges the constraints that transmission lines can impose on aggressive fire 
fighting, especially aerial fire suppression. A discussion of the limitations on fire fighting in the 
vicinity of transmission lines is presented in Section C.7.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS. Please note that all 
rules and regulations regarding the construction, operation, and maintenance of transmission lines will 
be adhered to by SCE.  Please see the response to Comment B.13-5. 

B.9-8 The EIR/EIS preparers understand that the proposed Project is part of the conceptual transmission 
plan recommended by the Tehachapi Collaborative Study Group (TCSG), which is called the 
Tehachapi Transmission Project (TTP). As discussed in Draft EIR/EIS Section A.4.2, the TTP would 
be implemented in four separate phases, and include upgrades to both the SCE system and the PG&E 
system, as Tehachapi-area wind projects proceed to develop and connect to the existing SCE 
transmission system.  The Antelope Transmission Project is only one part of Phase 1 of the TTP. 

 Per CEQA Guidelines section 15130(b), the discussion of cumulative impacts begins by preparing 
“(A) A list of past, present, and probable future projects producing related or cumulative impacts, 
including, if necessary, those projects outside the control of the agency, or (B) a summary of 
projections contained in an adopted general plan or related planning document, or in a prior 
environmental document which has been adopted or certified”. A list of cumulative projects is 
provided in Section B.5, Cumulative Impacts Scenario, of the Draft EIR/EIS, which includes Segment 
2 and Segment 3 of the Antelope Transmission Project, which are the only other transmission projects 
in the vicinity for which any specific information exists. The other “segments” of the overall 
transmission plan developed by the Tehachapi Collaborative Study Group and the alternative 
transmission plan recently proposed by the California Independent System Operator are only 
conceptual and, therefore, not reasonably foreseeable to include in the cumulative impact analysis at 
this time. No specific route alignments have been identified for these possible future transmission 
projects and no project details are available that would allow any meaningful analysis of potential 
impacts. As such, inclusion of these projects as part of the cumulative analysis would not change the 
analysis. 

B.9-9 Thank you for submitting your comments on the Project. They will be shared with the decision-
makers who are reviewing the Project and the alternatives at the USDA Forest Service and the CPUC.  


