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Response to Comment Set C.91:  Ken Morris 

C.91-1 Thank you for submitting your opinion regarding Alternative 5. 

C.91-2 Please see General Response GR-3 regarding EMF concerns. 

C.91-3 Crossing the San Andreas Fault is unavoidable for the proposed transmission line as well as many 
existing transmission lines and other types of infrastructure. The fault crossing as well as other 
potential hazards and constraints are taken into consideration in the engineering design of the 
transmission line. Transmission line risk due to earthquake-related ground rupture is discussed in 
section C.5.5. Also, see Impact G-4 for a discussion of impacts and mitigation measures. 

C.91-4 We recognize that Alternative 5 would constrain the ability to aggressively fight a wildland fire in 
the vicinity of the route, and could create additional fire risks to inhabited areas such as Leona 
Valley and Agua Dulce (see discussion in Section D.5). Your concerns will be shared with the 
decision-makers who are reviewing the Project and alternatives at the USDA Forest Service and the 
CPUC. 

C.91-5 Although project cost is not discussed in the Draft EIR/EIS, we agree that due to the increased 
length of Alternative 5, it would cost substantially more than the proposed Project. Your comments 
will be shared with the decision-makers who are reviewing the Project and alternatives at the USDA 
Forest Service and the CPUC. 

C.91-6 This analysis did include potential mitigation measures related to adverse impacts to fire 
suppression/prevention and fire fighting safety. Del Sur Ridge has an existing fuelbreak that is 
maintained by the Forest. The proposed Project (proposed action) and several alternatives 
(Alternatives 1, 3, 4) follow a portion of the fuelbreak along the Del Sur Ridge. Mitigation Measure 
F-7 is proposed in which SCE would aid in any additional costs for maintenance of the fuelbreak 
that have been caused by this project. In addition, Mitigation Measure F-8 was proposed where SCE 
would pay for the construction and maintenance for widening the portions of Del Sur Rdige 
Fuelbreak in locations where the proposed line coujld adversely impact ground firefighting forces 
safety. 

 Grazing the fuelbreak may be considered at a later date but is not within the scope of this analysis. 
Your comment will be shared with the Forest decision-maker for this project. 

 Grading the fuelbreak would not likely limit erosion. Best Management Practices would be 
implemented when maintaining the fuelbreak to minimize erosion and would be analyzed in a 
separate environmental document. 

 Forest roads are kept to a minimum to service the administrative needs of the Forest. Too many 
roads promote illegal off-highway usage, graffiti, crime, and other undesirable damage to resources; 
they also visually scar the land; they cost too much to construct and especially to maintain following 
heavy rains and fire. Road needs for the construction of this project would be carefully weighed 
against negative impacts, in determining what roads to construct. Any permanent upgrades to the 
existing Forest System roads would require a separate study. 

C.91-7 The option of having SCE construct and maintain cistern(s) along Del Sur Ridge was discussed with 
the Forest Fire Staff. Considering the location, the Forest could not justify asking SCE to pay for 
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the costs to construct and maintain cisterns in this area. It would have fire suppression value – but 
considering the cost, it would not be economically reasonable. 

C.91-8 SCE’s proposed transmission route crosses a portion of an outdoor television and movie set (the 
Veluzat Ranch) in Haskell Canyon, which is located on non-NFS land. Therefore, the filming 
impacts raised by this project are of concern outside the Forest Service’s jurisdiction and do not 
pertain to Del Sur Ridge or other locations in the ANF. Alternative 4 has been proposed to move 
the line away from the television/movie set in order to avoid impacts to this facility. 

C. 91-9 There is no conflict of interest as the Forest Service is the Lead Federal Agency. Pursuant to the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976 (as amended), the Forest Service is 
required to respond to an application from SCE for a Special Use authorization to construct, 
maintain, and use a transmission line (and ancillary improvements) through the Santa Clara/Mojave 
Rivers Ranger District of the ANF. The FLPMA provides the authority to the Secretary of 
Agriculture (Forest Service) to issue, renew, or grant authorizations to occupy, use, or traverse 
NFS lands for the generation, transmission, and distribution of electrical power (43 U.S.C. 1761). 
Please see Section A.1 for a description of the Project application process and the role of each 
agency in preparing and reviewing the EIR/EIS. 


