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Response to Comment Set E.21:  Applicant – Appendix 1 Alternatives 
Screening Report  

E.21-1 [Note to CPUC & ANF Reviewers:  The response to this comment regarding the Hybrid Route 
Alternative recommended by the Brunets is currently in preparation.] 

E.21-2 In addition to causing substantial disturbance to NFS land and delaying the construction schedule, 
the Antelope-Pardee Underground Alternative was also eliminated because of reliability concerns 
associated with the steep slopes in the ANF over the proposed 12.9 miles and the high cost of 
underground construction over such a long length.  While the Antelope-Pardee Partial Underground 
Alternative, which became Alternative 1 of the EIR/EIS, would also delay the construction schedule 
(29 months for underground construction versus 13 months for the proposed Project), the Lead 
Agencies, namely the USDA Forest Service, felt that this impact was outweighed by the potential to 
remove or substantially reduce visual impacts along Del Sur Ridge upon Project completion. 
Furthermore, the area identified for underground construction within the ANF was chosen due to 
decreased slopes, which would reduce concerns related to construction on steep slopes, and 
construction along Del Sur Ridge would generally occur within the existing roadway, which would 
limit impacts to vegetation and reduce disturbance to NFS lands.   

 As discussed in the Alternatives Screening Report, “[t]he USDA Forest Service requested that 
partial undergrounding be considered for the proposed 500-kV transmission line across NFS lands 
in the ANF.” It was determined that while the Antelope-Pardee Partial Underground Alternative 
would have the potential to increase environmental impacts, specifically to biological resources, 
buried cultural resources, air quality, and geology and soils (erosion), these impacts would 
primarily be short-term construction impacts. This alternative would have the potential to reduce or 
eliminate visual impacts, avian electrocution and collision, and conflicts with Forest Management 
activities (e.g. wildland fire suppression) of the proposed Project in certain areas. The shorter length 
of the underground segments within this alternative (as opposed to the Antelope-Pardee Forest 
Underground Alternative) may not make underground technologies cost prohibitive to construct. 
Because this alternative generally meets the Project objectives, is considered feasible, and has the 
potential to reduce potentially significant visual impacts associated with the proposed Project, it was 
retained for analysis in the EIR/EIS.  

E.21-3 Comment not provided (number skipped). 

E.21-4 While the Antelope-Pardee 500-kV Line in New Corridor Alternative, which became Alternative 5, 
would result in impacts to Leona Valley and Agua Dulce, among others, this alternative was 
retained for analysis in the EIR/EIS as it would fully maintain the Project objectives, purpose and 
need while minimizing impacts to the ANF, which would meet USDA Forest Service requirements. 
 Please see Response to Comment GR-4 regarding alternatives identification, screening, and 
analysis. 

E.21-5 A comparison of the proposed Project and each of the alternatives, with respect to each of the 
resource/issue areas, is provided in Section D of the Draft EIR/EIS. While the proposed Project 
extensively uses the existing transmission line corridor between Antelope Substation and Pardee 
Substation, which substantially reduces some impacts, other impacts such as visual resources are 
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greater. As such, it was determined that the environmentally superior alternative was not the 
proposed Project, as discussed in Section D.5.   


