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also included in Attachment B: Pre-Construction Status Report.  Attachment B: Pre-Construction Status 
Report provides the full text of the measures; their corresponding status; an explanation of their status; and 
explanation of how some of the measures have been divided into tasks to facilitate identification and 
completion of the pre-construction components of those tasks.  In order to facilitate tracking and 
implementation, some of the measures have been organized into tasks so that the pre-construction and 
construction components of the measures can be tracked separately.  These measures may appear on more 
than one line in the attachment and are identified by different task numbers.  The pre-construction 
components of these measures may be identified as “complete,” while the rest of the measure will either be 
marked as “to be implemented during construction” or will not be included in the report, depending on the 
specific language of the measure.   
 
Attachment A: Overview Map depicts the location of the Southern Access Road Underground route as well 
as the limits of the approved work area, temporary disturbance areas, and drainages demonstrating 
compliance with Mitigation Measures BIO-1a and BIO-2a.  Attachment C: Final Engineering Plans contains 
the final engineering plans for the installation of the 138 kV Underground Transmission Line in the Southern 
Access Road and depicts the limits of the approved work area, the angle of the road relative to Old Highway 
80, and archaeological monitoring requirements in order to demonstrate compliance with Mitigation 
Measures BIO-1a, BIO-2c, VIS-3d, VIS-3e, VIS-3f, CUL-1d, and HYD-7.  Attachment D: Scour Analysis 
contains a scour evaluation from a registered civil engineer for the 138 kV Underground Transmission Line 
within the Southern Access Road in order to demonstrate compliance with Mitigation Measure HYD-7.  
SDG&E has obtained a San Diego County-issued curb/grade permit for work at the entrance to the Southern 
Access Road per Mitigation Measure TRA-2, which is included as Attachment E: Curb/Grade Permit.  
Attachment F: Utility Provider Coordination contains a memorandum and associated documentation of 
coordination with utility providers in order to demonstrate compliance with Mitigation Measures PSU-1b and 
PSU-1c.  Construction of the 138 kV Underground Transmission Line in the Southern Access Road will not 
begin until all of the pre-construction measures have been fulfilled.  All other required mitigation measures, 
as stated in the MMCRP, will be implemented during construction.   
 
Activity Summary 

Construction of the 138 kV Underground Transmission Line in the Southern Access Road will occur in 
accordance with the descriptions provided in MPR Request #4 and the Final EIR/EIS.  The information 
described in these documents includes specific details pertaining to trenching and disturbance areas, material 
staging and storage, vault construction, and conduit pulling and splicing. 

Construction of the 138 kV Underground Transmission Line in the Southern Access Road is anticipated to 
take approximately 4 months from initial site development through completion.  Once the access vaults and 
underground conduit packages have been installed the trenches will be backfilled with flowable thermal 
backfill and the permanent footprint of the road will be completed and paved and will serve as the main 
access road into the ECO Substation site.  Temporary impact areas associated with the Southern Access Road 
Underground will be restored.  Restoration activities will include removal of any temporary facilities; 
collection and proper disposal of any waste, trash, and debris; and revegetation of temporary disturbance 
areas.     
 
 
We respectfully request authorization of this NTP request by July 2, 2013, so that we can begin trench 
excavation and 138 kV Underground Transmission Line installation within the Southern Access Road in 
early July.  Should you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at (XXX) XXX-XXXX. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

2 



3 

Don Houston 
Environmental Project Manager 
San Diego Gas & Electric Company 
 
Attachment A: Overview Map 
Attachment B: Pre-Construction Status Report 
Attachment C: Final Engineering Plans  
Attachment D: Scour Analysis 
Attachment E: Curb/Grade Permit 
Attachment F: Utility Provider Coordination  
 
cc: Kirstie Reynolds, SDG&E 
 David Hochart, Dudek 
  Anne Marie McGraw, Insignia Environmental 

Jeffry Coward, Insignia Environmental 
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Attachment A: Overview Map East County Substation Project
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ATTACHMENT B: PRE-CONSTRUCTION STATUS REPORT





Attachment B: Pre-Construction Status Report

Report Criteria:

AGENCY: CPUC

SOURCE: MMCRP

TIMING: Design; Design and During; Design and Post; Pre; Pre and During; Pre and Post; Pre, During, and Post

LOCATION: ECO Substation

MM NUMBER: BIO-01a; BIO-02a; BIO-02c; CUL-01d; HYD-05; HYD-07; PSU-01b; PSU-01c; TRP-02; VIS-03d; VIS-03e; VIS-03f

Tuesday, June 25, 2013

10:14:51 AM

-Complete

-Pending OR To Be Implemented Immediately Prior to Construction -Not Applicable

-To Be Implemented During Construction

Location: ECO Substation

Measure Category 
Title

MMNo TaskNo Mitigation Measure Task Text TimingComments Status

Biological BIO-
01a

01 Confine all 
construction and 
construction-related 
activities to the 
minimum necessary 
area as defined by 
the final engineering 
plans

All construction areas, access to construction areas, and construction-related activities shall be strictly limited to the areas 
identified on the final engineering plans. The limits of the approved work space shall be delineated with stakes and/or flagging 
that shall be maintained throughout the construction period. An environmental monitor shall complete regular observations to 
ensure that all work is completed within the approved work limits, and in the event any work occurs beyond the approved limits, 
it shall be reported.

Pre and 
During

SDG&E submitted GIS data showing the limits of 
approved work space to the CPUC on November 
27, 2012. In addition, SDG&E submitted a map 
of the ECO Substation's construction work limits 
to the CPUC on January 7, 2013. SDG&E 
submitted a map of the Southern Access Road's 
refinement areas and construction work limits 
to the CPUC with Minor Project Refinement 
Request #4 on June 12, 2013. Project maps 
showing the approved work space limits for the 
Southern Access Road have been included as 
Attachment A: Overview Map and Attachment 
C: Final Engineering Plans of this NTP request. 

The limits of the approved work space were 
delineated with stakes and/or flagging 
immediately prior to construction. 
Environmental Inspectors will be present during 
construction to ensure that all work is 
completed within the approved work limits.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction
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Location: ECO Substation

Measure Category 
Title

MMNo TaskNo Mitigation Measure Task Text TimingComments Status

Biological BIO-
02a

01 Limit temporary and 
permanent impacts 
to jurisdictional 
features to the 
minimum necessary 
as defined by the 
final engineering 
plans

Obtain and implement the terms and conditions of agency permit(s) for unavoidable impacts to jurisdictional wetlands and 
waters. All construction areas, access to construction areas, and construction-related activities shall be strictly limited to the areas 
within the approved work limits identified on the final engineering plans. The limits of the approved work space shall be 
delineated with stakes and/or flagging that shall be maintained throughout the construction period. The project applicant shall 
obtain applicable permits and provide evidence of permit approval, which may include but not be limited to a Clean Water Act 
Section 404 Permit, a Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification, and a Section 1602 streambed alteration agreement 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Water Quality Control Board, and California Department of Fish and Game for 
impacts to jurisdictional features prior to project construction. The terms and conditions of these authorizations shall be 
implemented.

Pre and 
During

The Section 401 Water Quality Certification was 
issued on July 31, 2012 and was submitted to 
the CPUC on August 10, 2012. The USACE 404 
Permit was issued on September 19, 2012 and 
submitted to the CPUC on September 19, 2012. 
The CDFG 1600 Agreement was issued on 
October 30, 2012 and submitted to the CPUC on 
November 6, 2012. The Project construction 
drawings were approved by the USACE on 
November 21, 2012. SDG&E submitted the 
construction limits drawing with waters 
depicted for the ECO Substation site to the 
CPUC on January 10, 2013. A Project map 
showing the approved work space limits for the 
Southern Access Road with waters marked on 
them has been included as Attachment A: 
Overview Map to this NTP request.

SDG&E will submit updated grading plans for 
the Southern Access Road to the USACE. The 
terms and conditions of the permits will be 
implemented during construction.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction

Biological BIO-
02c

01 Where drainage 
crossings are 
unavoidable, 
construct access 
roads at right angles 
to drainages

Unless not possible due to existing landforms or site constraints, access roads shall be built perpendicular to drainages to 
minimize the impacts to these resources and prevent impacts along the length of jurisdictional features.

Pre and 
During

The ECO Substation construction drawings were 
approved by the USACE on November 21, 2012. 
SDG&E submitted the final grading plans for the 
ECO Substation to the CPUC on January 3, 2013. 
Construction drawings for the Southern Access 
Road have been included as Attachment C: Final 
Engineering Plans of this NTP request. 

The Southern Access Road will be rebuilt and 
paved in accordance with the Project 
construction drawings and final grading plans 
during construction.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction

Visual VIS-
03d

01 Reduce in-line views 
of land scars

Construct access or spur roads at appropriate angles from the originating primary travel facilities to minimize extended in-line 
views of newly graded terrain, when feasible. Contour grading should be used where feasible to better blend graded surfaces with 
existing terrain. SDG&E shall submit final construction plans demonstrating compliance with this measure to the CPUC and BLM 
for review and approval at least 60 days prior to the start of construction.

Pre and 
During

The existing access road to the ECO Substation 
will be rebuilt and paved. No new access or spur 
roads will be constructed to the ECO Substation 
site. SDG&E submitted the final grading plans 
for the ECO Substation to the CPUC on January 
3, 2013. Final engineering plans for the 
Southern Access Road have been included as 
Attachment C: Final Engineering Plans to this 
NTP request.

Grading will be conducted in accordance with 
the final grading plans and final engineering 
plans during construction.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction
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Location: ECO Substation

Measure Category 
Title

MMNo TaskNo Mitigation Measure Task Text TimingComments Status

Visual VIS-03e 01 Reduce visual 
contrast from 
unnatural 
vegetation lines

In those areas where views of land scars are unavoidable, the boundaries of disturbed areas shall be aggressively revegetated to 
create a less distinct and more natural-appearing line to reduce visual contrast. Furthermore, all graded roads and areas not 
required for ongoing operation, maintenance, or access shall be returned to preconstruction conditions. In those cases where 
potential public access is opened by construction routes, SDG&E shall create barriers or fences to prevent public access and shall 
patrol construction routes to prevent vandalized access and litter cleanup until all areas where vegetation was removed are 
returned to pre-project state. SDG&E shall submit final construction and restoration plans demonstrating compliance with this 
measure to the CPUC and BLM for review and approval at least 60 days before the start of construction.

Pre, 
During, 
and 
Post

SDG&E submitted the final grading plans for the 
ECO Substation to the CPUC on January 3, 2013. 
Final engineering plans for the Southern Access 
Road have been included as Attachment C: Final 
Engineering Plans to this NTP request. The 
existing access road to the ECO Substation will 
be rebuilt and paved in accordance with the 
final grading plans and final engineering plans.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction

Visual VIS-03f 01 Minimize vegetation 
removal

Only the minimum amount of vegetation necessary for the construction of structures and facilities will be removed. Topsoil 
located in areas to be restored shall be conserved during excavation and reused as cover on disturbed areas to facilitate re-
growth of vegetation. Topsoil located in developed or disturbed areas is excluded from this measure.

Pre and 
During

SDG&E submitted the final grading plans for the 
ECO Substation to the CPUC on January 3, 2013. 
Final engineering plans for the Southern Access 
Road have been included as Attachment C: Final 
Engineering Plans to this NTP request. The plan 
for revegetation of temporarily disturbed areas 
is described in the Habitat Restoration Plan 
(HRP). The HRP was approved by the CDFW on 
December 11, 2012, by the USFWS on 
December 21, 2012, and by the CPUC on 
December 27, 2012. The HRP will be 
implemented during and following construction.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction

Cultural and 
Paleontological

CUL-
01d

01 Construction 
monitoring

Prior to issuance of grading permit(s), the SDG&E shall retain a qualified archaeologist, in accordance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards and Guidelines (Secretary's Standards) (36 CFR 61), and Native American observer to monitor ground-
disturbing activities in culturally sensitive areas in an effort to identify any unknown resources. A qualified archaeologist shall 
attend preconstruction meetings, as needed, to make comments and/or suggestions concerning the monitoring program and to 
discuss excavation plans with the excavation contractor. The requirements for archaeological monitoring shall be noted on the 
construction plans.

PreSDG&E has contracted with ASM Affiliates 
under Insignia Environmental to provide 
qualified archaeologists and Native American 
observers for the Project. SDG&E held a pre-
construction orientation meeting with the BLM, 
tribal cultural consultants, and archaeological 
monitors on December 13, 2012. A qualified 
archaeologist and Native American observer will 
be present to monitor ground-disturbing 
activities in culturally sensitive areas during 
construction. Archaeological monitoring will be 
required for ground-disturbing activities 
conducted within 100 feet of environmentally 
sensitive areas that have been established to 
protect cultural resources. SDG&E submitted a 
map of the ECO Substation and Southern Access 
Road construction work limits with the 
requirements for archaeological monitoring 
noted on them to the CPUC on January 7, 2013 
and submitted clarification to the CPUC on 
January 9, 2013 that the submittal of the map 
satisfies the requirements of this mitigation 
measure. Final engineering plans for the 
Southern Access Road that include the 
requirements for archaeological monitoring 
have been included as Attachment C: Final 
Engineering Plans to this NTP request.

Complete
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Location: ECO Substation

Measure Category 
Title

MMNo TaskNo Mitigation Measure Task Text TimingComments Status

Hydrology and 
Water

HYD-05 01 Implementation of 
creek-crossing 
procedures

Where creek crossings can be completed during dry season, with no flows present in the creek, seasonally timed restorative open 
trenching will be completed. This procedure will use minimum trench widths. Trench cut material will not be placed outside of the 
creek bed and outside of 100-year inundated areas. Trench fill will be compacted and replaced to existing conditions, including 
matching existing creek bed gradations, and restoring vegetation. Open trenching restoration will be completed prior to any wet 
season flows, and will include anti-erosion action plans for any unplanned rainfall during construction. The applicant shall obtain 
all required permits prior to completing open trenching through drainages. In any case, flows will be isolated from open trenching 
by best management practices mandated by the General Construction Permit. Areas of trenching would be restored and/or 
vegetated at completion of work. Where creek crossing cannot be completed during the dry season creek crossing shall use jack-
and-bore procedures to avoid direct impacts and shall be conducted in a manner that does not result in sediment-laden discharge 
or hazardous materials release to the water body. The following measures shall be implemented during horizontal boring (jack-
and-bore) operations: 

(1) Site preparation shall begin no more than 10 days prior to initiating horizontal bores to reduce the time soils are exposed 
adjacent to creeks and drainages.

(2) Trench and/or bore pit spoil shall be stored a minimum of 25 feet from the top of the bank or wetland/riparian boundary. 
Spoils shall be stored behind a sediment barrier and covered with plastic or otherwise stabilized (i.e., tackifiers, mulch, or 
detention).

(3) Portable pumps and stationary equipment located within 100 feet of a water resource (i.e., wetland/riparian boundary, 
creeks, and drainages) shall be placed within secondary containment with adequate capacity to contain a spill (i.e., a pump with 
10-gallon fuel or oil capacity should be placed in secondary containment capable of holding 15 gallons). A spill kit shall be 
maintained on site at all times.

(4) Immediately following backfill of the bore pits, disturbed soils shall be seeded and stabilized to prevent erosion, and 
temporary sediment barriers shall be left in place until restoration is deemed successful.

(The applicant shall obtain the required permits prior to conducting creek crossing work. Required permits may include ACOE 
CWA Section 404, Regional Water Quality Control Board Clean Water Act 401, and CDFG Streambed Alteration Agreement 1602. 
The applicant shall implement all pre- and post-construction conditions identified in the permits issued. The plan shall be 
submitted to the CPUC, County of San Diego, and ACOE 60 days prior to construction.)

Pre, 
During, 
and 
Post

Jack-and-bore and horizontal directional drilling 
procedures will not be utilized for construction 
of the underground segment of the 138 kV 
Transmission Line within the Southern Access 
Road. The Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification was issued on July 31, 2012 and 
was submitted to the CPUC on August 10, 2012. 
The USACE 404 Permit was issued on September 
19, 2012 and was submitted to the CPUC on 
September 19, 2012. The CDFG 1600 Agreement 
was issued October 30, 2012 and was submitted 
to the CPUC on November 6, 2012. SDG&E will 
implement all the pre- and post-construction 
conditions identified in the permits during 
construction.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction

Hydrology and 
Water

HYD-07 01 Bury power line 
below 100-year 
scour depth

At locations where the buried power line is to be at or adjacent to a streambed capable of scour, the power line shall be located 
below the expected depth of scour from a 100-year flood, or otherwise protected from exposure by scour that, for purposes of 
this mitigation measure, also includes lateral (stream bank) erosion and potential scour associated with flows overtopping or 
bypassing a culvert or bridge crossing.

Design 
and 
During

Final engineering plans for the installation of 
the 138 kV Underground Transmission Line 
within the Southern Access Road have been 
provided as Attachment C: Final Engineering 
Plans of this NTP request. A scour analysis has 
been provided as Attachment D: Scour Analysis 
of this NTP request.

The 138 kV Underground Transmission Line 
within the Southern Access Road will be 
constructed in accordance with the final 
engineering plans.

To Be Implemented During 
Construction

Hydrology and 
Water

HYD-07 02 Bury power line 
below 100-year 
scour depth

During final design, a registered civil engineer with expertise in hydrology, hydraulics, and river mechanics shall make a 
determination of where the underground line could be at risk of exposure through scour or erosion from a 100-year event.

PreFinal engineering plans for the installation of 
the 138 kV Underground Transmission Line 
within the Southern Access Road have been 
provided as Attachment C: Final Engineering 
Plans of this NTP request. A scour analysis has 
been provided as Attachment D: Scour Analysis 
of this NTP request.

Complete
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Location: ECO Substation

Measure Category 
Title

MMNo TaskNo Mitigation Measure Task Text TimingComments Status

Public Services 
and Utilities

PSU-
01b

01 Protect 
underground utilities

Prior to construction of the transmission/gen-tie line, SDG&E shall submit to the CPUC and BLM written documentation, including 
evidence of review by the appropriate jurisdictions, including the following:

· Construction plans designed to protect existing utilities and that show the dimensions and location of the finalized alignment

· Records that the applicant provided the plans to affected jurisdiction for review, revision, and final approval

· Evidence that the project meets all necessary local requirements

· Evidence of compliance with design standards

· Copies of necessary permits, agreements, or conditions of approval

· Records of discretionary decisions made by the appropriate agencies.

PreA memo that confirms approval and completion 
of review of the items listed in this measure has 
been included as Attachment F - Utility Provider 
Coordination to the Southern Access Road 
Underground NTP Request.

Complete

Public Services 
and Utilities

PSU-
01c

01 Coordinate with 
utility providers

SDG&E shall coordinate with all applicable utility providers with facilities located within or adjacent to the project to ensure that 
design does not conflict with other facilities prior to construction. In the event of a conflict, the project will be aligned vertically 
and/or horizontally as appropriate to avoid other utilities and provide adequate operational and safety buffering. Alternately, the 
other existing facilities may be relocated. Long-term operations and maintenance of the project will be negotiated through 
easement, purchased ROW, franchise agreement, or joint use agreement.

DesignDocumentation of coordination with applicable 
utility providers regarding the location of 
facilities and potential conflicts has been 
included as Attachment F - Utility Provider 
Coordination to the Southern Access Road 
Underground NTP Request.

Complete
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MEMORANDUM 
To: Amy Baker, California Public Utilities Commission, and Dave Hochart (Dudek) 
From: Don Houston, San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) 
Date: June 25, 2013 
Re: Mitigation Measures (MM) PSU-1b and PSU-1c for the East County Substation Project 

(Project) 

This memorandum was prepared to demonstrate that SDG&E has satisfied the pre-construction 
requirements for MMs PSU-1b and PSU-1c of the Mitigation Monitoring, Compliance, and 
Reporting Program (MMCRP) of the Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact 
Statement.  The full texts of the measures are inserted below for your reference. 
 
MM PSU-1b.  Protect underground utilities.  
Prior to construction of the transmission/gen-tie line, SDG&E shall submit to the CPUC and BLM 
written documentation, including evidence of review by the appropriate jurisdictions, including 
the following: 
 

 Construction plans designed to protect existing utilities and that show the dimensions 
and location of the finalized alignment 

 Records that the applicant provided the plans to affected jurisdiction for review, revision, 
and final approval 

 Evidence that the project meets all necessary local requirements  
 Evidence of compliance with design standards 
 Copies of necessary permits, agreements, or conditions of approval 
 Records of discretionary decisions made by the appropriate agencies. 

 
MM PSU-1c. Coordinate with utility providers.  
SDG&E shall coordinate with all applicable utility providers with facilities located within or 
adjacent to the project to ensure that design does not conflict with other facilities prior to 
construction. In the event of a conflict, the project will be aligned vertically and/or horizontally as 
appropriate to avoid other utilities and provide adequate operational and safety buffering. 
Alternately, the other existing facilities may be relocated. Long-term operations and 
maintenance of the project will be negotiated through easement, purchased ROW, franchise 
agreement, or joint use agreement. 

Mitigation Measure PSU-1b & PSU-1c         
for the East County Substation Project 
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In accordance with the above measures, the utilities with facilities that may be impacted by the 
Project have been contacted to review the proposed Project and determine whether any conflicts 
exist.  The utilities that may be affected during construction include: 
 

• County of San Diego (the County) 
• Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) 
• AT&T Distribution 
• Level 3 Communications and AT&T Fiber 
• Qwest/CenturyLink National Network Services 

 
There are no existing wet utilities (water, sewer) near the proposed transmission line that would 
require coordination with other agencies than those listed above. 
 
The following is a summary of communications with these entities to date.  The summary and 
associated attachments demonstrate that the requirements of the measures to coordinate with utility 
providers prior to construction, review construction plans, resolve potential conflicts, demonstrate 
compliance with local requirements and design standards, and obtain necessary permits and 
agreements have been met. 
 
County of San Diego 
Several meetings with the County have been held to review transmission line construction plans and 
obtain necessary permits and approvals.  The communications between SDG&E, the construction 
contractor (Beta Engineering), and County officials are summarized in Attachment A: County of San 
Diego.  The Project will be constructed in accordance with the Franchise Agreement between 
SDG&E and the County included as Attachment B: Franchise Agreement.  In addition, as 
described in the Transmission Line Traffic Control Plan, associated with MM TRA-1, County approval 
of traffic control plans and issuance of curb-grade permits remains pending and will be submitted to 
the CPUC once obtained and prior to the start of construction activities on the affected Project 
component.  
 
Metropolitan Transit System  
Several meetings with MTS have been held to review transmission line construction plans.  These 
communications between SDG&E, the construction contractor (Beta Engineering), and MTS are 
summarized in Attachment C: Metropolitan Transit System.  The issuance of a Right-of-Entry 
Permit by MTS remains pending and will be submitted to the CPUC once obtained and prior to the 
start of construction activities associated with the railroad. 
 
AT&T Distribution 
Evidence of coordination with AT&T is included as Attachment D: AT&T Distribution.  No additional 
agreements or easements are necessary between SDG&E and AT&T Distribution. 
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Level 3 Communications and AT&T Fiber  
Evidence of coordination with Level 3 and AT&T Fiber is included as Attachment E: Level 3 and 
AT&T.  No additional agreements or easements are necessary between SDG&E and Level 3 and 
AT&T Fiber. 
 

Qwest/CenturyLink National Network Services 
Evidence of coordination with Qwest/CenturyLink National Network Services is included as 
Attachment F: Qwest/CenturyLink.  No additional agreements or easements are necessary 
between SDG&E and Qwest/CenturyLink. 
 
In addition to coordinating with all of the utilities mentioned above, the plan and profile for Section 3 
and the grading plans for Sections 1 and 2 include notes to contact Dig Alert before any subsurface 
work commences and instructions to protect identified utilities during construction.





Attachments A through F of Attachment F: Utility Provider Coordination have been redacted due 
to their confidential nature. 
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