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PUBLI C MEETI NG ON THE DRAFT EIR FOR THE
SOQUTHERN CALI FORNI A EDI SON
VALLEY- | VYGLEN SUBTRANSM SSI ON PRQJECT AND
ALBERHI LL SYSTEM PRQJECT
-O

KRI STI BLACK: | think we're going to get started.

Can everyone hear ne?

AUDI ENCE:  Yes.

KRI STI BLACK: Wl cone to the public neeting for the
Draft EIR for SCE s Vall ey-1vyglen Subtransm ssion
Project and Al berhill SystemProject. This is the second
of two neetingS. Last night we held a neeting in Lake
El si nore.

So if you could please signin, if you haven't
already. You're welcone to sign in on the way out.

I f you would lIike to nake a verbal conmment
today, if you can please fill out a speaker card, you can
do so at any tine during the neeting. W have such a
smal | group here, during the comrent period we m ght as
well go by a raised hand. You can also fill out a
comment card there or submt witten comments, and we'll
al so go over how to subnmt witten coments after the
neeting today.

So if you could turn off your cell phone or

turn it to silent, that would be nuch appreciated. Exit
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| ocations are all three doors around the room The

restroomis out the door to the left and then go | eft

agai n.

So the agenda for the presentation -- and |
see sonme famliar faces -- it's the sane one as
yesterday. First we'll introduce the teamthat's here.
We'll go over the purpose of the neeting. W'II| discuss

how to comment on the Draft EIR W' Il talk briefly
about CEQA and the CPUC revi ew processes, give a
description of both proposed projects, talk about the
obj ectives for both proposed projects, and go over
briefly the environmental inpacts, and then tal k about
alternatives and provide a little bit nore informtion.
We'll have an informal Q and A period after
the presentation, and then we'll get into the fornal

comrent period after that.

| NTRODUCTI ONS

KRI STI BLACK: First, for introductions, fromthe
California Public Uilities Comm ssion | have the project
manager, Jensen Uchida, and he's sitting back here.

| am from Ecol ogy and Environnent. W're the
contractor for the California Public Uilities

Comm ssion, and we prepared the Draft EIR under their
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di recti on.

My nanme is Kristi Black. |'ma senior
pl anner .

Rachel Janes wasn't able to nmake it tonight,
but she will be the project manager goi ng forward.
wanted to introduce her name so that it's famliar to
everyone as the project noves forward.

Caitlin Barns is also here. She is the deputy
proj ect manager and al so the biol ogist on the project.

Silvia Yanez is also here. She's a senior
environnment al speci ali st.

And al so Jessica Mdbust is al so here.

PURPCSE OF THI S MEETI NG

KRI STI BLACK: So the purpose of this neeting is to
tal k about the Draft EIR for both projects.

Sout hern California Edison submtted two
separate applications, one for each project.

CPUC, as the CEQA Lead Agency, prepared and
rel eased a Draft EIR di scussing both projects and is
hosting this nmeeting to share informati on about the Draft
EIR, and to get your input on what to include in the

Fi nal EI R
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HOW TO COMVENT ON THE DRAFT EIR

KRI STI BLACK: Here is sone information on how to
comment on the Draft EIR  And we have handouts of this
information, as well, for you to take with you.

W' || accept verbal comments today. The
public comment period for the Draft EIR ends on May 31st,
which is the day after the holiday. There are a few ways

to cooment. They're all listed here.

CEQA AND CPUC REVI EW PROCESSES

This graphic explains the CPUC S review
process for projects that are submtted to the CPUC

You can see on the left is the CEQA process,
and we're at the public conment stage on the Draft EIR

That environnental review process runs
concurrently with the CPUC Adm nstrative Law Process,
which is shown on the right here.

Utimately the CEQA process is one part of the
deci si on- maki ng process at the CPUC

Once the final EIRis prepared and certified,
It's part of what the conm ssioners take into
consi derati on when deci di ng whether or not to approve

SCE's application, deny it or approve an alternative.
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You can al so be involved in the Adm nistrative
Law Judge Proceedi ng process, and there's a couple of
| i nks here on howto do that if you would |ike to get
i nvol ved. W al so have sonme handouts up front on how to
do that, and there's also the Public Advisor. One of
their roles is to help the public figure out how to be
I nvolved in this other parallel process.

So as | nentioned, there are actually two
projects that the EIR covers. There are two separate
permts that would have to be considered by the
comm ssion, but the CPUC decided to put both projects in
one EIR for several reasons. They're in close proximty.
I n sonme cases transm ssion |ines proposed in the
Al berhill Project would actually be on pol es proposed for
the Valley-lvyglen Project. There would be overl apping

| mpacts, and also simlar construction timng.

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROPOSED PRQIECT

KRI STI BLACK: So this is a brief overview of what
the Vall ey-lvyglen Project involves. The main el enent
woul d be a new single-circuit 115-kilovolt
subtransm ssion line. Sone of you m ght renenber that
this project in another formwas approved in 2010.

The project that the CPUC is considering today
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nostly follows the route that was approved in 2010, but
this Iine would be approximately 27 mles | ong and
construction within about 23 mles of the new
right-of-way. The project would al so invol ve sone new
fiber optic lines for tel ecommunications.

This is a map -- and the EIR contains nore
detail ed maps and nore segnents. This is an overview map

of where the Valley-lvyglen Project is |ocated.

OBJECTI VES OF THE PROPCSED PROJECT

KRI STI BLACK: There are several objectives of the
Val | ey-1vygl en Project.

First, is to serve the electrical demand in
the Electrical Needs Area, which was outlined in blue on
t he previous graphic; also, increase electrical
reliability to the Electrical Needs Area, and al so
| nprove operational and nai ntenance flexibility.

The Draft EIR nade a few concl usions rel ated
to significant and unavoi dabl e environnental inpacts, and
t hose were that during construction air quality em ssions
woul d be significant and unavoi dabl e as woul d noi se from
construction.

Several other resource areas woul d experience

significant inpacts, but the Draft EIR concl uded that
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with inplenentation and mtigation neasures those inpacts
could be reduced to less than significant |evels, and
t hose resource areas are listed on the slide.

In addition to significant project |evel
| npacts, in conmbination with other projects that are
t aki ng place at the sanme tine as the Valley-1vyglen
Project, there could be cunul ative significant inpacts.

The Draft EIR concluded that for air quality
and for noise the Valley-lvyglen Project would nake a
cunul ati vely consi derable contribution to those
cumul ati ve inpacts.

So the EIR also had to consider alternatives
to SCE s proposed projects. In the alternative screening
report that was prepared we | ooked at 14 alternatives.
Five of those alternatives were carried forward in the
EIRin addition to the No Project Alternative.

The No Project Alternative is what woul d
happen if the conm ssion denies the project and SCE is
not allowed to build the project.

The Draft EIR identifies Alternative C as the
environnental ly superior alternative. Alternative C
i nvol ves under groundi ng Segnent VI G al ong Tenescal
Canyon Road and Horset hi ef Canyon Road i nstead of having
an overhead segnent to the west of 1-15.

For the Al berhill Project there are a couple

Page 10




© 00 N o o B~ wWw NP

N DD N N MDD P P P P P PR
gag A W N B O O 00 N O O b~ w N +—» O

ot her additional conponents in addition to a 115-kV
transm ssion line. SCE is proposing to construct a
500-ki l ovolt substation, and also to construct two
500-kilovolt transm ssion |ines to connect that
substation to an existing 500-kilovolt transm ssion |ine.
There will also be, as | stated, a new 115-kV
transm ssion |ine, about 20 total mles, and al so, just
as with Valley-lvyglen, there will also be sone
t el ecommuni cation |ines.

This is an overview of the Al berhill Project.
It includes the existing substations as well as the
exi sting 500-kV Iine, which is on the upper portion of
this picture.

For Alberhill there's three objectives. One
Is to relieve a projected electrical demand in the area.

Second objective is to construct a new
500- kil ovolt substation in the Electrical Needs Area.

The third is to nmaintain the systemties
bet ween the new 115-kilovolt System and anot her
115-kilovolt System and that gives the SCE nmi nt enance
flexibility.

For environnmental inpacts for the Al berhill
System Project there are several inpacts identified in
the Draft EIR that woul d be significant and unavoi dabl e.

One of those is aesthetics during operation and
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mai nt enance of the project, also air quality em ssions
during construction, and al so noise during construction.

For cumul ative inpacts, the sane three were
found to be cunul atively considerable -- aesthetics, air
guality, and noi se.

For the Alberhill Project the alternative
screening report that was prepared identified 34
alternatives to SCE s proposed project. Two alternatives
were carried forward with full analysis in the EIR
I ncluding, as with Valley-lvyglen, a No Project
Al ternative.

The Draft EIR identifies Alternative DD as the
environnental |y superior alternative. Alternative DD
I nvol ves an alternate substation site location that is
approximately 4 or 5 mles north of SCE s proposed
substation site.

So both projects have their own website posted
by the CPUC.

Quick ways to get to those are up on the slide
now, but if you Google CPUC Al berhill or CPUC

Val | ey-Ivyglen, it should be the first result that cones

up.
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QUESTI ON AND ANSWER

KRI STI BLACK: So now l'd like to do an informal Q
and A, | know that was a |lot, covering a | ot of ground
in a short amount of time. So if anybody has any
guesti ons about the project or the contents of the EIR or
the process, we can do that. And we do have a court
reporter here. She's over here. So if we could speak
up, or we have a mcrophone if you need it, that would be
great.

SPEAKER 1: | can speak loudly. | think it was
slide 14 or around there, you indicated that the |vyglen
Proj ect needed to connect Valley-lvyglen. |Is that what |
under st ood?

KRI STI BLACK: Is it Cbjective 2 on this slide?

SPEAKER 1: Yes. Valley-lvyglen. This project
doesn't do that. This project connects -- no line wll
go fromValley to Ivyglen.

KRI STI BLACK: So if you can see on the map here
| vygl en Substation is here. The proposed route goes up
here to Vall ey Substation which is on the right.

SPEAKER 1: Well, in your Draft EIR it shows the
| ine goes fromValley to Al berhill.

s Ivyglen going to be a 500-kV Substation as

well as Alberhill?
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KRI STI BLACK: lvyglen is an existing substation.

SPEAKER 1: | understand. It's not 500.

KRI STI BLACK: It's not 500.

SPEAKER 1: Is it going to be 5007

KRI STI BLACK: No.

SPEAKER 1: Then Valley is a 500. Wen you're
saying it's connected Valley to lIvyglen --

KRI STI BLACK: Sorry. lvyglen is 500 --

Can SCE clarify this? Because Valley steps
down the power to 115-kV.

SCE SPEAKER: Valley Substation is currently a 500
to 115. Ivyglen Substation is a 115 to 33. So the line
w Il connect fromValley to Ivyglen.

SPEAKER: So it's a 115 line, not a 500 |i ne.

KRI STI BLACK: No. The 500-kV is proposed as the
Al berhill Project.

SPEAKER 2: The segnent of |ine along Tenescal
Canyon Road, is that proposed as above ground or
underground? | knowin the alternative it is
underground, Alternative C. R ght, | nean you can see
| i ke where the |ake is; so just northwest of there.

KRI STI BLACK: Sure, let ne pull up. W have a web
viewer and | can use the pointer on that to help.

Sir, you're tal king about this segnent here?

SPEAKER 2: No, just north of it.
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KRI STI BLACK: So the segnent that doesn't have the
red dots on it is proposed as underground. That's
Segnent Val |l ey-1vygl en 8.

SPEAKER 2: Ckay. Thank you.

SPEAKER 3: On the Al berhill side, ny brother-in-Ilaw
lives there right off Concordia Ranch Road, and it | ooks
|i ke those two lines are going right up over the top of
his house, and |"'mtrying to find out if those are still
going there or if that's what this DD, Alternative DD
woul d be. | think they're 500.

KRI STI BLACK: So under Alternative DD the 500-kV
| i nes woul d not be constructed where SCE is proposing to
construct them

SPEAKER 3: Al berhill Substati on.

KRI STI BLACK: Correct.

SPEAKER 3: Because you can see themon the map
right there where they go up fromthere. He's right
under them

KRI STI BLACK: So under alternative DD the 500-kV
|l i nes woul d be | ocated here.

Are there other questions?

SPEAKER 4: One of the ways that the Draft EIR
I ndi cates as a way of mtigating noise fromhelicopter
construction is going to, quote, "SCE w |l be designating

flight paths away fromresidential areas.”
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How i s that going to be achieved, given that
nost of the |anding pad zones are next to hones, and all
the lines are along the hones. So how w || Edison avoid
residential areas when everything is in a residential --
virtually residential area.

KRI STI BLACK: That would be a good comrent on the
Draft EIR

SPEAKER 4: Ckay.

KRI STI BLACK: Part of the CEQA process is that any
coments on the Draft EIR, we have to respond to themin
witing inthe Final EIR So if you want clarification
on how mtigation neasures are going to be inplenented or
If you don't think it's sufficient to mtigate the
| npact, that would be a great conment.

SPEAKER 4: | just don't see how you address it.

KRI STI BLACK: That would be a perfect comment as
wel | .

SPEAKER 4: Ckay.

KRI STI BLACK: Sure.

SPEAKER 5: Edison is claimng this is needed for
reliability. Have they given -- what powerful studies
have they done, and what overl oads have they shown, and
do they include the fact that over the next 10 years
distributive generation will be substantially expanded in

this area because of what was just signed?
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Si x or eight nonths ago we wote a 50 percent
gr owt h.
KRI STI BLACK: Chapter 1 -- we're in Chapter 1 of
the Draft EIR -- shows the date that Edi son has provi ded
that shows that additional capacity is needed to neet the

directed gromh in the area.

SPEAKER 5: That's all. There's no other data other
than that? Because | |ooked at that data. So that was
it?

KRI STI BLACK: That's what we have to work wth,
yes.

SPEAKER 6: For the lvyglen Project | noticed one of
the mtigation neasures was to underground Segnent No. 2.
What was the reasoning behind that?
Was it the proximty to the residential
devel opnent ?
Wiy was that the only segnent that's
under gr ounded?
KRI STI BLACK: For aesthetic inpacts.
l"mrenmenbering this off the top of ny head,
but briefly, in a bigger picture, State Route 74 is
desi gnated as an eligible scenic highway, and we
concl uded that what is proposed along SR 74, given the
sensitivity of the viewers, as an eligible scenic

hi ghway, given the existing visual character and quality,
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what is proposed did not fit in with that and woul d
substantially degrade that.

SPEAKER 6: |'m nore concerned with Segnent 6. And
| actually didn't realize it was one of the alternatives
to underground that. So all of Segnment 6 is right now
proposed to be above ground?

KRI STI BLACK:  Yes.

SPEAKER 6: Can you clarify what that, being an
alternative, really nmeans in the grand schene of things;
so that CEQA can choose that alternative to accept that
I nstead of --

KRI STI BLACK: Yeah. The conm ssion, when it's
maki ng its decision whether or not to issue Edison a
permt, can decide to approve one of the alternatives.

SPEAKER 6: kay. Thank you.

SPEAKER 7: On the Al berhill Project on the
substation, ny understanding is that Edi son doesn't
currently control the land that they're proposing for the
substation, and that the owners of the |land are not that
cooperative; so there's the Alternative DD for an
alternate | ocation

What's the |ikelihood that Alternate DD woul d
end up bei ng inpl enent ed?

KRI STI BLACK: Yeah, | don't have an answer for

that. | guess | would clarify, Edison does own the
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proposed substation property.

SPEAKER 7: Ckay.

SPEAKER 8: | have a -- | guess it's a phil osophi cal
guestion. This project is intended to provide single

poi nt of connection for this 115-kV service area and the

new Al berhill Substation, and di sconnect the 115 fromthe
Valley. So it will serve all of these venues. Those

wi Il be served by a single point of connection. This is
about a half a billion dollar project.

At the sanme tine, the conm ssion is being
asked to approve an SDG&E project that's a half billion
dollars. It's being proposed to provide two connections
to catalyze a grid because SDG&E clains that a single
source of connection to catalyze it is not reliable. So
these two objectives of these two projects are
di anetrically opposed, and the comm ssion is being asked
to approve both of them

Has that been factored in here whether or not
it really is nore reliable that we have all of these
residential areas served by a single catalyzed or
connection point? Looking at the reliability, is it
really nore reliable?

MR, UCH DA: Maybe Edi son could help us with that
answer .

SCE SPEAKER: W have a card that we can give you
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and have that conversation outside this neeting.

SPEAKER 8: Ckay.

KRI STI BLACK: Because this neeting is really to
tal k about the CEQA process.

SPEAKER: But you justified all this based on a
pur pose that the comm ssion has to agree to before it's
approved; so the purpose is conpletely opposite from
anot her purpose from another utility. You know what |
mean?

KRI STI BLACK: In the docunent we're | ooking at the
obj ectives of this project and whether -- the objectives
are what we used to define the alternatives. So we're
| ooki ng at this project and using objectives to define
alternatives. The alternatives also have to
substantially reduce or avoid an environnental inpact.

So as far as howthis fits into the entire
grid, I think that m ght be beyond the scope of our
docunent for this project. That's not to say that the
comm ssion can't consider that in the broader
deci si on-maki ng process, but | can't answer questions
about the Draft EIR in that process.

Are there any other questions?

SPEAKER 9: | have one. Alternative DD, under that
alternative, would there be any adjustnent to the

Val | ey-1vyglen lines should that alternative be adopted?
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KRI STI BLACK: Alternative DDis an alternative to

the proposed Al berhill Project. It |ooks at just the
nodi fications to the Al berhill Project.
SPEAKER 9: | was wondering how that woul d affect

the transmssion lines if there would be any inpact where
the Valley Ivyglen portion would have to be nodified with
t hat new station.

KRI STI BLACK: Mbdifications to the Valley-Ivyglen
Project are included as part of an Alternative Al berhil
DD.

SPEAKER 10: Can you show Val |l ey-1vyglen Alternative
C on your naps, or is your connection out?

KRI STI BLACK: | have a handout here that shows it.
| don't have it on the conputer.

SPEAKER 10: Ckay.

SPEAKER  Just goi ng back and | ooki ng at that
expl anation for that Alternative C, so that's not
undergroundi ng the entire Segnent 6. It's just doing it
on Horsethief and Tenescal Canyon; so everything on
De Pal ma would still be above ground?

KRI STI BLACK: Yes. It's just the portion that's
noved.

SPEAKER: When | first saw it | thought it was the
entire segnent.

KRI STI BLACK: If there are other alternatives that
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you would like to see considered in the EIR that would
be a great comment.

SPEAKER: I'll look at it.

KRI STI BLACK: Do you have any other questions?
SPEAKER: The existing |ine that now goes from
Valley to Fogarty and El sinore, according to EIR, that's

the Draft EIR, it's going to be switched off or
di sconnected but remain, | think they call it power --
energi zed but not carrying power. \What does that nean?

KRI STI BLACK: | think it nmeans it's still there,
but it's not actually serving the |oad. What you're
| ooki ng at are schematics of the power flow, not
necessarily all of the Iines.

SPEAKER:  These aren't all the 115 lines? Because
it runs parallel to the newlines that are being built.
Way build new lines if you already have a 115 line that
you're just going to not use?

KRI STI BLACK: That would be a good comment on the

Draft EIR |1'mdoing ny best.
SPEAKER: | know. |If there's a reason, | won't nake
the coomment. It isn't obvious to ne why that woul d be.

KRI STI BLACK: That would be a great comment because
we have to respond to it in witing.
Are there any other questions, or should we

nove on to the comment period? Ckay.
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VERBAL COMMENTS

KRI STI BLACK: W have one commenter, Jacqueline

Ayer .
JACQUELI NE AYER. |'mthe only one? Ckay.
Thi s project includes extensive helicopter
construction and inpacts will be mtigated, as | said, by

avoi ding residential, although the project is in a
residential area.

Edi son has, on other projects, has a habit of
putting helicopter staging, fueling and assenbly areas
anywhere it wants after the EIR is approved, certified,
and the project's approved.

For exanple, on the Tehachapi Renewabl e
Transm ssion Project Segnent 6, the EIR specifically
prohi bited helicopter operations outside the Angel es
Nat i onal Forest to ensure mninal inpacts on residents.
But as soon as the project was approved, Edison
constructed many helicopter fueling station staging areas
and | anding pads mles outside of the forest, even
residential areas.

For two years the residents of Acton had to
endure over 200 flights a day, every day, 50 feet off the
deck over their homes, back and forth, for this

construction project because they put all these |anding
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pads and helicopter fueling areas and everything in
residential areas where they were not supposed to --
where the EIR specifically prohibited them It got so
bad that the Acton Town Council filed a conplaint with
the CPUC. The proceeding was open. And Edi son argued
that "Well, the EIR sinply represents initial
engi neering," and since there was a |line in the EIR that
said, "Well, final engineering may change the | ocati on of
these sites slightly,” that's why they were allowed to
put themmles and mles outside.

In the decision, the conm ssion agreed sayi ng
that the EIR resol ved prelimnary and final engineering

to cause extensive changes to where these pads need to

go.
How are the residents of this area going to be

protected from helicopters being placed -- we had

hel i copter pads right next to hones, literally. So how

IS that not going to happen on this project?

We need to make sure that the conditions you
put in protect the people of these areas. Because it was
so bad, we had a Vietnamvet who for two years endured
post traumatic stress. He was curled up in a little
ball, literally, in his hone, because there were so many
hel i copters outside flying over his house. So |I'm

concerned about that. And | guess I'll nake all the
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ot her comments on the single point.
Was that taken down or should | repeat that?

KRI STI BLACK: She is transcribing the entire
neeting. We'Ill go through the Q and A and make sure that
we address those.

JACQUELI NE AYER  Thanks.

KRI STI BLACK: Wuld you |ike a m crophone, or do
you feel okay w thout one?

JERRY SINCICH. |'m okay wi thout one. M voice wll
pi ck up. Just two comments.

The first one is, with the Alternative DD
replacing the Alberhill, currently that area that's been
identified is an approved Serrano specific plan approved
by the county. It is a devel opnent that has not broken
ground yet but is approved by the county. That site also
I s surrounded by a number of residential areas up in
t hose hills, Dawson Canyon as well as Spanish Hills.

Resi dents woul d be affected by that, and obviously it
woul d al so have a visual inpact. |'mnot sure that you
can hide all of that. But with any station, there's
probably | andscaping that could be put around to bl ock
some of the effect.

But the inpact of putting that station there
further limts the | and use of the surroundi ng project.

So whatever land is not used for that substation wll be
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i mpacted. And | think its use, land use, will be limted
as well. So what kind of businesses, what kind of

I ndustry can go in there will be very limted. So ny
comrent would be either the original site on the | and
that is now owed by Southern California Edison or naybe
some ot her pl ace.

The second is, as you -- by Horsethief Canyon
you have the Valley Ivyglen |ines junping over the
freeway, running along either De Pal ma Road or Tenescal
Canyon Road and then junping back over the freeway.

My concern is we already have 500-kV lines in
pl ace that go over the freeway. Adding additional |ines
that go over the freeway do represent a huge safety issue
because i f sonehow, either by nature or by earthquake,

t hose |ines cone down -- because of the fact that there's
only two major corridors in that area, travel corridors,
and one would be the I-15 the other woul d be Tenescal
Canyon Road -- if any of those are bl ocked, residents
trying to escape would have a heck of a tinme, couldn't

| eave until you had crews cone out to nove those |ines.
And couldn't be a case where first responders could
handl e t hose |ines, and who knows how long it would take
to get the appropriate personnel on site to be able to
nove anything. It could be weeks. And you would have a

| arge nunber of citizens, probably around 23, 000,
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affected by it. That was ny second conment.

My point being, | would |ike to see them not
j unpi ng over the freeway, you know, and ideally buried
under ground and running along and into the appropriate
roads.

KRI STI BLACK: Thank you.

Wul d anyone else |like to nake a coment ?

So | think we'll end the official comrent
period, but we're ending early; so we'll be around for
guestions if you want to talk wth any of us individually
or together. W'IIl still be here.

Thank you very nuch for com ng, and again
pl ease submt your witten coments by May 31st, e-mail,
mai |, fax.

SPEAKER: Just real quick, what kind of tinme frane
are we |ooking at to where a decision will be nade?

KRI STI BLACK: So if | can ook into my crystal
ball -- so we're |ooking at responding to conments and
preparing a Final EIR It depends on the type of nunber
of comments, but that's maybe a 3- to 5-nonth period. So
then after that, once it goes to the conm ssion, the
Adm ni strative Law Judge has to draft a proposed
deci sion, then the conmm ssion has to hear it.

So | don't know, Jensen, if you have an

estimate, but up to a year from now?
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MR. UCHI DA:  Yeah.

KRI STI BLACK: [It's not a fast process.

SPEAKER: | know it's been going on for a long tine.
My only comment is we've got property there that is
trying to be sold. M brother-in-lawis really stuck
because they don't know if that Al berhill Station is
going to be below himand the lines are going over the
existing residence or if it's going to be noved. So |
just, yeah --

KRI STI BLACK: It mght be alittle bit of tine
before that decision is nmade.

SPEAKER: They have heari ngs.

KRI STI BLACK: No. The decision hasn't been nmade.

SPEAKER: | have a foll owup question about the
timng. At last night's neeting | heard you say, and
may have heard incorrectly, that once -- the PUC wi ||
certify the Final EIR as adequate, then ALJ will prepare
a draft decision. So that suggests that the normal
course in public agency action is that they, as an
agency, will concurrently adopt, approve a final EIR and
adopt findings, and whatnot, and approve the project, but
what you suggested | ast night was sonmething a little
different. So | was hoping you could clarify.

KRI STI BLACK: Jensen, can you speak to that, when
the EIRis certified in relation to when the CPUC nakes
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Its decision?

MR UCH DA: It's at the final decision neeting.

SPEAKER: |I'msorry. | didn't hear that.

KRI STI BLACK: It's at the final decision neeting.
| apol ogi ze for the confusion.

WAs there another hand that | saw?

SPEAKER: Yes. |f Edison has to go over private
property, don't they need an easenent?

KRI STI BLACK: They woul d have to get the
appropri ate docunents.

SPEAKER: What if his property were not giving an
easenent .

KRI STI BLACK: |f the conm ssion approves the
project, there would be a controlling em nent donain on
it.

MR. UCHI DA: ldeally SCE would negotiate with the
| and owners to purchase the property through the norna
process.

SPEAKER: | didn't hear him

KRI STI BLACK: He said ideally SCE would work with
t he | and owners.

SPEAKER: W have been in contact with SCE and it
a possibility, but right nowit stopped because of the
DD, you know, possibly it goes a different way.

KRI STI BLACK: Any ot her questions?

S
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kay. Thank you all for com ng.

(Wher eupon the proceedi ngs concl uded)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, ELIZABETH EGA.lI, CSR NO. 6241, CERTIFIED

SHORTHAND REPCRTER I N AND FOR THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A, DO

HEREBY CERTI FY:

THAT | TOOK | N SHORTHAND THE PROCEEDI NGS IN THI S

MATTER, AND THE FOREGO NG TRANSCRI PT IS A TRUE AND
CORRECT TRANSCRI PTI ON OF MY SHORTHAND NOTES.

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT | HAVE NO | NTEREST I N THE

OQUTCOVE OF THE ACTI ON.
W TNESS MY HAND THI S DAY OF

ELI ZABETH EGA.I, CSR NO. 6241
CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER | N
AND FOR THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A
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       1            PUBLIC MEETING ON THE DRAFT EIR FOR THE          



       2                   SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON                



       3           VALLEY-IVYGLEN SUBTRANSMISSION PROJECT AND        



       4                    ALBERHILL SYSTEM PROJECT                 



       5                              -O-                            



       6        KRISTI BLACK:  I think we're going to get started.   



       7              Can everyone hear me?                          



       8        AUDIENCE:  Yes.                                      



       9        KRISTI BLACK:  Welcome to the public meeting for the 



      10   Draft EIR for SCE's Valley-Ivyglen Subtransmission        



      11   Project and Alberhill System Project.  This is the second 



      12   of two meetingS.  Last night we held a meeting in Lake    



      13   Elsinore.                                                 



      14              So if you could please sign in, if you haven't 



      15   already.  You're welcome to sign in on the way out.       



      16              If you would like to make a verbal comment     



      17   today, if you can please fill out a speaker card, you can 



      18   do so at any time during the meeting.  We have such a     



      19   small group here, during the comment period we might as   



      20   well go by a raised hand.  You can also fill out a        



      21   comment card there or submit written comments, and we'll  



      22   also go over how to submit written comments after the     



      23   meeting today.                                            



      24              So if you could turn off your cell phone or    



      25   turn it to silent, that would be much appreciated.  Exit  
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       1   locations are all three doors around the room.  The       



       2   restroom is out the door to the left and then go left     



       3   again.                                                    



       4              So the agenda for the presentation -- and I    



       5   see some familiar faces -- it's the same one as           



       6   yesterday.  First we'll introduce the team that's here.   



       7   We'll go over the purpose of the meeting.  We'll discuss  



       8   how to comment on the Draft EIR.  We'll talk briefly      



       9   about CEQA and the CPUC review processes, give a          



      10   description of both proposed projects, talk about the     



      11   objectives for both proposed projects, and go over        



      12   briefly the environmental impacts, and then talk about    



      13   alternatives and provide a little bit more information.   



      14              We'll have an informal Q and A period after    



      15   the presentation, and then we'll get into the formal      



      16   comment period after that.                                



      17                                                             



      18                         INTRODUCTIONS                       



      19                                                             



      20        KRISTI BLACK:  First, for introductions, from the    



      21   California Public Utilities Commission I have the project 



      22   manager, Jensen Uchida, and he's sitting back here.       



      23              I am from Ecology and Environment.  We're the  



      24   contractor for the California Public Utilities            



      25   Commission, and we prepared the Draft EIR under their     
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       1   direction.                                                



       2              My name is Kristi Black.  I'm a senior         



       3   planner.                                                  



       4              Rachel James wasn't able to make it tonight,   



       5   but she will be the project manager going forward.  I     



       6   wanted to introduce her name so that it's familiar to     



       7   everyone as the project moves forward.                    



       8              Caitlin Barns is also here.  She is the deputy 



       9   project manager and also the biologist on the project.    



      10              Silvia Yanez is also here.  She's a senior     



      11   environmental specialist.                                 



      12              And also Jessica Midbust is also here.         



      13                                                             



      14                    PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING                  



      15                                                             



      16        KRISTI BLACK:  So the purpose of this meeting is to  



      17   talk about the Draft EIR for both projects.               



      18              Southern California Edison submitted two       



      19   separate applications, one for each project.              



      20              CPUC, as the CEQA Lead Agency, prepared and    



      21   released a Draft EIR discussing both projects and is      



      22   hosting this meeting to share information about the Draft 



      23   EIR, and to get your input on what to include in the      



      24   Final EIR.                                                



      25                                                             
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       1                HOW TO COMMENT ON THE DRAFT EIR              



       2                                                             



       3        KRISTI BLACK:   Here is some information on how to   



       4   comment on the Draft EIR.  And we have handouts of this   



       5   information, as well, for you to take with you.           



       6              We'll accept verbal comments today.  The       



       7   public comment period for the Draft EIR ends on May 31st, 



       8   which is the day after the holiday.  There are a few ways 



       9   to comment.  They're all listed here.                     



      10                                                             



      11                 CEQA AND CPUC REVIEW PROCESSES              



      12                                                             



      13              This graphic explains the CPUC'S review        



      14   process for projects that are submitted to the CPUC.      



      15              You can see on the left is the CEQA process,   



      16   and we're at the public comment stage on the Draft EIR.   



      17              That environmental review process runs         



      18   concurrently with the CPUC Adminstrative Law Process,     



      19   which is shown on the right here.                         



      20              Ultimately the CEQA process is one part of the 



      21   decision-making process at the CPUC.                      



      22              Once the final EIR is prepared and certified,  



      23   it's part of what the commissioners take into             



      24   consideration when deciding whether or not to approve     



      25   SCE's application, deny it or approve an alternative.     
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       1              You can also be involved in the Administrative 



       2   Law Judge Proceeding process, and there's a couple of     



       3   links here on how to do that if you would like to get     



       4   involved.  We also have some handouts up front on how to  



       5   do that, and there's also the Public Advisor.  One of     



       6   their roles is to help the public figure out how to be    



       7   involved in this other parallel process.                  



       8              So as I mentioned, there are actually two      



       9   projects that the EIR covers.  There are two separate     



      10   permits that would have to be considered by the           



      11   commission, but the CPUC decided to put both projects in  



      12   one EIR for several reasons.  They're in close proximity. 



      13   In some cases transmission lines proposed in the          



      14   Alberhill Project would actually be on poles proposed for 



      15   the Valley-Ivyglen Project.  There would be overlapping   



      16   impacts, and also similar construction timing.            



      17                                                             



      18              DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT            



      19                                                             



      20        KRISTI BLACK:  So this is a brief overview of what   



      21   the Valley-Ivyglen Project involves.  The main element    



      22   would be a new single-circuit 115-kilovolt                



      23   subtransmission line.  Some of you might remember that    



      24   this project in another form was approved in 2010.        



      25              The project that the CPUC is considering today 
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       1   mostly follows the route that was approved in 2010, but   



       2   this line would be approximately 27 miles long and        



       3   construction within about 23 miles of the new             



       4   right-of-way.  The project would also involve some new    



       5   fiber optic lines for telecommunications.                 



       6              This is a map -- and the EIR contains more     



       7   detailed maps and more segments.  This is an overview map 



       8   of where the Valley-Ivyglen Project is located.           



       9                                                             



      10               OBJECTIVES OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT            



      11                                                             



      12        KRISTI BLACK:  There are several objectives of the   



      13   Valley-Ivyglen Project.                                   



      14              First, is to serve the electrical demand in    



      15   the Electrical Needs Area, which was outlined in blue on  



      16   the previous graphic; also, increase electrical           



      17   reliability to the Electrical Needs Area, and also        



      18   improve operational and maintenance flexibility.          



      19              The Draft EIR made a few conclusions related   



      20   to significant and unavoidable environmental impacts, and 



      21   those were that during construction air quality emissions 



      22   would be significant and unavoidable as would noise from  



      23   construction.                                             



      24              Several other resource areas would experience  



      25   significant impacts, but the Draft EIR concluded that     
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       1   with implementation and mitigation measures those impacts 



       2   could be reduced to less than significant levels, and     



       3   those resource areas are listed on the slide.             



       4              In addition to significant project level       



       5   impacts, in combination with other projects that are      



       6   taking place at the same time as the Valley-Ivyglen       



       7   Project, there could be cumulative significant impacts.   



       8              The Draft EIR concluded that for air quality   



       9   and for noise the Valley-Ivyglen Project would make a     



      10   cumulatively considerable contribution to those           



      11   cumulative impacts.                                       



      12              So the EIR also had to consider alternatives   



      13   to SCE's proposed projects.  In the alternative screening 



      14   report that was prepared we looked at 14 alternatives.    



      15   Five of those alternatives were carried forward in the    



      16   EIR in addition to the No Project Alternative.            



      17              The No Project Alternative is what would       



      18   happen if the commission denies the project and SCE is    



      19   not allowed to build the project.                         



      20              The Draft EIR identifies Alternative C as the  



      21   environmentally superior alternative.  Alternative C      



      22   involves undergrounding Segment VIG6 along Temescal       



      23   Canyon Road and Horsethief Canyon Road instead of having  



      24   an overhead segment to the west of I-15.                  



      25              For the Alberhill Project there are a couple   
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       1   other additional components in addition to a 115-kV       



       2   transmission line.  SCE is proposing to construct a       



       3   500-kilovolt substation, and also to construct two        



       4   500-kilovolt transmission lines to connect that           



       5   substation to an existing 500-kilovolt transmission line. 



       6   There will also be, as I stated, a new 115-kV             



       7   transmission line, about 20 total miles, and also, just   



       8   as with Valley-Ivyglen, there will also be some           



       9   telecommunication lines.                                  



      10              This is an overview of the Alberhill Project.  



      11   It includes the existing substations as well as the       



      12   existing 500-kV line, which is on the upper portion of    



      13   this picture.                                             



      14              For Alberhill there's three objectives.  One   



      15   is to relieve a projected electrical demand in the area.  



      16              Second objective is to construct a new         



      17   500-kilovolt substation in the Electrical Needs Area.     



      18              The third is to maintain the system ties       



      19   between the new 115-kilovolt System and another           



      20   115-kilovolt System, and that gives the SCE maintenance   



      21   flexibility.                                              



      22              For environmental impacts for the Alberhill    



      23   System Project there are several impacts identified in    



      24   the Draft EIR that would be significant and unavoidable.  



      25   One of those is aesthetics during operation and           
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       1   maintenance of the project, also air quality emissions    



       2   during construction, and also noise during construction.  



       3              For cumulative impacts, the same three were    



       4   found to be cumulatively considerable -- aesthetics, air  



       5   quality, and noise.                                       



       6              For the Alberhill Project the alternative      



       7   screening report that was prepared identified 34          



       8   alternatives to SCE's proposed project.  Two alternatives 



       9   were carried forward with full analysis in the EIR,       



      10   including, as with Valley-Ivyglen, a No Project           



      11   Alternative.                                              



      12              The Draft EIR identifies Alternative DD as the 



      13   environmentally superior alternative.  Alternative DD     



      14   involves an alternate substation site location that is    



      15   approximately 4 or 5 miles north of SCE's proposed        



      16   substation site.                                          



      17              So both projects have their own website posted 



      18   by the CPUC.                                              



      19              Quick ways to get to those are up on the slide 



      20   now, but if you Google CPUC Alberhill or CPUC             



      21   Valley-Ivyglen, it should be the first result that comes  



      22   up.                                                       



      23                                                             



      24                                                             



      25                                                             
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       1                      QUESTION AND ANSWER                    



       2                                                             



       3        KRISTI BLACK:  So now I'd like to do an informal Q   



       4   and A.  I know that was a lot, covering a lot of ground   



       5   in a short amount of time.  So if anybody has any         



       6   questions about the project or the contents of the EIR or 



       7   the process, we can do that.  And we do have a court      



       8   reporter here.  She's over here.  So if we could speak    



       9   up, or we have a microphone if you need it, that would be 



      10   great.                                                    



      11        SPEAKER 1:  I can speak loudly.  I think it was      



      12   slide 14 or around there, you indicated that the Ivyglen  



      13   Project needed to connect Valley-Ivyglen.  Is that what I 



      14   understood?                                               



      15        KRISTI BLACK:  Is it Objective 2 on this slide?      



      16        SPEAKER 1:  Yes.  Valley-Ivyglen.  This project      



      17   doesn't do that.  This project connects -- no line will   



      18   go from Valley to Ivyglen.                                



      19        KRISTI BLACK:  So if you can see on the map here     



      20   Ivyglen Substation is here.  The proposed route goes up   



      21   here to Valley Substation which is on the right.          



      22        SPEAKER 1:  Well, in your Draft EIR it shows the     



      23   line goes from Valley to Alberhill.                       



      24              Is Ivyglen going to be a 500-kV Substation as  



      25   well as Alberhill?                                        
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       1        KRISTI BLACK:  Ivyglen is an existing substation.    



       2        SPEAKER 1:  I understand.  It's not 500.             



       3        KRISTI BLACK:  It's not 500.                         



       4        SPEAKER 1:  Is it going to be 500?                   



       5        KRISTI BLACK:  No.                                   



       6        SPEAKER 1:  Then Valley is a 500.  When you're       



       7   saying it's connected Valley to Ivyglen --                



       8        KRISTI BLACK:  Sorry.  Ivyglen is 500 --             



       9              Can SCE clarify this?  Because Valley steps    



      10   down the power to 115-kV.                                 



      11        SCE SPEAKER:  Valley Substation is currently a 500   



      12   to 115.  Ivyglen Substation is a 115 to 33.  So the line  



      13   will connect from Valley to Ivyglen.                      



      14        SPEAKER:  So it's a 115 line, not a 500 line.        



      15        KRISTI BLACK:  No.  The 500-kV is proposed as the    



      16   Alberhill Project.                                        



      17        SPEAKER 2:  The segment of line along Temescal       



      18   Canyon Road, is that proposed as above ground or          



      19   underground?  I know in the alternative it is             



      20   underground, Alternative C.  Right, I mean you can see    



      21   like where the lake is; so just northwest of there.       



      22        KRISTI BLACK:  Sure, let me pull up.  We have a web  



      23   viewer and I can use the pointer on that to help.         



      24              Sir, you're talking about this segment here?   



      25        SPEAKER 2:  No, just north of it.                    
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       1        KRISTI BLACK:  So the segment that doesn't have the  



       2   red dots on it is proposed as underground.  That's        



       3   Segment Valley-Ivyglen 8.                                 



       4        SPEAKER 2:  Okay.  Thank you.                        



       5        SPEAKER 3:  On the Alberhill side, my brother-in-law 



       6   lives there right off Concordia Ranch Road, and it looks  



       7   like those two lines are going right up over the top of   



       8   his house, and I'm trying to find out if those are still  



       9   going there or if that's what this DD, Alternative DD     



      10   would be.  I think they're 500.                           



      11        KRISTI BLACK:  So under Alternative DD the 500-kV    



      12   lines would not be constructed where SCE is proposing to  



      13   construct them.                                           



      14        SPEAKER 3:  Alberhill Substation.                    



      15        KRISTI BLACK:  Correct.                              



      16        SPEAKER 3:  Because you can see them on the map      



      17   right there where they go up from there.  He's right      



      18   under them.                                               



      19        KRISTI BLACK:  So under alternative DD the 500-kV    



      20   lines would be located here.                              



      21              Are there other questions?                     



      22        SPEAKER 4:  One of the ways that the Draft EIR       



      23   indicates as a way of mitigating noise from helicopter    



      24   construction is going to, quote, "SCE will be designating 



      25   flight paths away from residential areas."                
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       1              How is that going to be achieved, given that   



       2   most of the landing pad zones are next to homes, and all  



       3   the lines are along the homes.  So how will Edison avoid  



       4   residential areas when everything is in a residential --  



       5   virtually residential area.                               



       6        KRISTI BLACK:  That would be a good comment on the   



       7   Draft EIR.                                                



       8        SPEAKER 4:  Okay.                                    



       9        KRISTI BLACK:  Part of the CEQA process is that any  



      10   comments on the Draft EIR, we have to respond to them in  



      11   writing in the Final EIR.  So if you want clarification   



      12   on how mitigation measures are going to be implemented or 



      13   if you don't think it's sufficient to mitigate the        



      14   impact, that would be a great comment.                    



      15        SPEAKER 4:  I just don't see how you address it.     



      16        KRISTI BLACK:  That would be a perfect comment as    



      17   well.                                                     



      18        SPEAKER 4:  Okay.                                    



      19        KRISTI BLACK:  Sure.                                 



      20        SPEAKER 5:  Edison is claiming this is needed for    



      21   reliability.  Have they given -- what powerful studies    



      22   have they done, and what overloads have they shown, and   



      23   do they include the fact that over the next 10 years      



      24   distributive generation will be substantially expanded in 



      25   this area because of what was just signed?                
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       1              Six or eight months ago we wrote a 50 percent  



       2   growth.                                                   



       3        KRISTI BLACK:  Chapter 1 -- we're in Chapter 1 of    



       4   the Draft EIR -- shows the date that Edison has provided  



       5   that shows that additional capacity is needed to meet the 



       6   directed growth in the area.                              



       7        SPEAKER 5:  That's all.  There's no other data other 



       8   than that?  Because I looked at that data.  So that was   



       9   it?                                                       



      10        KRISTI BLACK:  That's what we have to work with,     



      11   yes.                                                      



      12        SPEAKER 6:  For the Ivyglen Project I noticed one of 



      13   the mitigation measures was to underground Segment No. 2. 



      14   What was the reasoning behind that?                       



      15              Was it the proximity to the residential        



      16   development?                                              



      17              Why was that the only segment that's           



      18   undergrounded?                                            



      19        KRISTI BLACK:  For aesthetic impacts.                



      20              I'm remembering this off the top of my head,   



      21   but briefly, in a bigger picture, State Route 74 is       



      22   designated as an eligible scenic highway, and we          



      23   concluded that what is proposed along SR 74, given the    



      24   sensitivity of the viewers, as an eligible scenic         



      25   highway, given the existing visual character and quality, 
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       1   what is proposed did not fit in with that and would       



       2   substantially degrade that.                               



       3        SPEAKER 6:  I'm more concerned with Segment 6.  And  



       4   I actually didn't realize it was one of the alternatives  



       5   to underground that.  So all of Segment 6 is right now    



       6   proposed to be above ground?                              



       7        KRISTI BLACK:  Yes.                                  



       8        SPEAKER 6:  Can you clarify what that, being an      



       9   alternative, really means in the grand scheme of things;  



      10   so that CEQA can choose that alternative to accept that   



      11   instead of --                                             



      12        KRISTI BLACK:  Yeah.  The commission, when it's      



      13   making its decision whether or not to issue Edison a      



      14   permit, can decide to approve one of the alternatives.    



      15        SPEAKER 6:  Okay.  Thank you.                        



      16        SPEAKER 7:  On the Alberhill Project on the          



      17   substation, my understanding is that Edison doesn't       



      18   currently control the land that they're proposing for the 



      19   substation, and that the owners of the land are not that  



      20   cooperative; so there's the Alternative DD for an         



      21   alternate location.                                       



      22              What's the likelihood that Alternate DD would  



      23   end up being implemented?                                 



      24        KRISTI BLACK:  Yeah, I don't have an answer for      



      25   that.  I guess I would clarify, Edison does own the       
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       1   proposed substation property.                             



       2        SPEAKER 7:  Okay.                                    



       3        SPEAKER 8:  I have a -- I guess it's a philosophical 



       4   question.  This project is intended to provide single     



       5   point of connection for this 115-kV service area and the  



       6   new Alberhill Substation, and disconnect the 115 from the 



       7   Valley.  So it will serve all of these venues.  Those     



       8   will be served by a single point of connection.  This is  



       9   about a half a billion dollar project.                    



      10              At the same time, the commission is being      



      11   asked to approve an SDG&E project that's a half billion   



      12   dollars.  It's being proposed to provide two connections  



      13   to catalyze a grid because SDG&E claims that a single     



      14   source of connection to catalyze it is not reliable.  So  



      15   these two objectives of these two projects are            



      16   diametrically opposed, and the commission is being asked  



      17   to approve both of them.                                  



      18              Has that been factored in here whether or not  



      19   it really is more reliable that we have all of these      



      20   residential areas served by a single catalyzed or         



      21   connection point?  Looking at the reliability, is it      



      22   really more reliable?                                     



      23        MR. UCHIDA:  Maybe Edison could help us with that    



      24   answer.                                                   



      25        SCE SPEAKER:  We have a card that we can give you    
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       1   and have that conversation outside this meeting.          



       2        SPEAKER 8:  Okay.                                    



       3        KRISTI BLACK:  Because this meeting is really to     



       4   talk about the CEQA process.                              



       5        SPEAKER:  But you justified all this based on a      



       6   purpose that the commission has to agree to before it's   



       7   approved; so the purpose is completely opposite from      



       8   another purpose from another utility.  You know what I    



       9   mean?                                                     



      10        KRISTI BLACK:  In the document we're looking at the  



      11   objectives of this project and whether -- the objectives  



      12   are what we used to define the alternatives.  So we're    



      13   looking at this project and using objectives to define    



      14   alternatives.  The alternatives also have to              



      15   substantially reduce or avoid an environmental impact.    



      16              So as far as how this fits into the entire     



      17   grid, I think that might be beyond the scope of our       



      18   document for this project.  That's not to say that the    



      19   commission can't consider that in the broader             



      20   decision-making process, but I can't answer questions     



      21   about the Draft EIR in that process.                      



      22              Are there any other questions?                 



      23        SPEAKER 9:  I have one.  Alternative DD, under that  



      24   alternative, would there be any adjustment to the         



      25   Valley-Ivyglen lines should that alternative be adopted?  
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       1        KRISTI BLACK:  Alternative DD is an alternative to   



       2   the proposed Alberhill Project.  It looks at just the     



       3   modifications to the Alberhill Project.                   



       4        SPEAKER 9:  I was wondering how that would affect    



       5   the transmission lines if there would be any impact where 



       6   the Valley Ivyglen portion would have to be modified with 



       7   that new station.                                         



       8        KRISTI BLACK:  Modifications to the Valley-Ivyglen   



       9   Project are included as part of an Alternative Alberhill  



      10   DD.                                                       



      11        SPEAKER 10:  Can you show Valley-Ivyglen Alternative 



      12   C on your maps, or is your connection out?                



      13        KRISTI BLACK:  I have a handout here that shows it.  



      14   I don't have it on the computer.                          



      15        SPEAKER 10:  Okay.                                   



      16        SPEAKER:  Just going back and looking at that        



      17   explanation for that Alternative C, so that's not         



      18   undergrounding the entire Segment 6.  It's just doing it  



      19   on Horsethief and Temescal Canyon; so everything on       



      20   De Palma would still be above ground?                     



      21        KRISTI BLACK:  Yes.  It's just the portion that's    



      22   moved.                                                    



      23        SPEAKER:  When I first saw it I thought it was the   



      24   entire segment.                                           



      25        KRISTI BLACK:  If there are other alternatives that  
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       1   you would like to see considered in the EIR, that would   



       2   be a great comment.                                       



       3        SPEAKER:  I'll look at it.                           



       4        KRISTI BLACK:  Do you have any other questions?      



       5        SPEAKER:  The existing line that now goes from       



       6   Valley to Fogarty and Elsinore, according to EIR, that's  



       7   the Draft EIR, it's going to be switched off or           



       8   disconnected but remain, I think they call it power --    



       9   energized but not carrying power.  What does that mean?   



      10        KRISTI BLACK:  I think it means it's still there,    



      11   but it's not actually serving the load.  What you're      



      12   looking at are schematics of the power flow, not          



      13   necessarily all of the lines.                             



      14        SPEAKER:  These aren't all the 115 lines?  Because   



      15   it runs parallel to the new lines that are being built.   



      16   Why build new lines if you already have a 115 line that   



      17   you're just going to not use?                             



      18        KRISTI BLACK:  That would be a good comment on the   



      19   Draft EIR.  I'm doing my best.                            



      20        SPEAKER:  I know.  If there's a reason, I won't make 



      21   the comment.  It isn't obvious to me why that would be.   



      22        KRISTI BLACK:  That would be a great comment because 



      23   we have to respond to it in writing.                      



      24              Are there any other questions, or should we    



      25   move on to the comment period?  Okay.                     
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       1                        VERBAL COMMENTS                      



       2                                                             



       3        KRISTI BLACK:  We have one commenter, Jacqueline     



       4   Ayer.                                                     



       5        JACQUELINE AYER:  I'm the only one?  Okay.           



       6              This project includes extensive helicopter     



       7   construction and impacts will be mitigated, as I said, by 



       8   avoiding residential, although the project is in a        



       9   residential area.                                         



      10              Edison has, on other projects, has a habit of  



      11   putting helicopter staging, fueling and assembly areas    



      12   anywhere it wants after the EIR is approved, certified,   



      13   and the project's approved.                               



      14              For example, on the Tehachapi Renewable        



      15   Transmission Project Segment 6, the EIR specifically      



      16   prohibited helicopter operations outside the Angeles      



      17   National Forest to ensure minimal impacts on residents.   



      18   But as soon as the project was approved, Edison           



      19   constructed many helicopter fueling station staging areas 



      20   and landing pads miles outside of the forest, even        



      21   residential areas.                                        



      22              For two years the residents of Acton had to    



      23   endure over 200 flights a day, every day, 50 feet off the 



      24   deck over their homes, back and forth, for this           



      25   construction project because they put all these landing   
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       1   pads and helicopter fueling areas and everything in       



       2   residential areas where they were not supposed to --      



       3   where the EIR specifically prohibited them.  It got so    



       4   bad that the Acton Town Council filed a complaint with    



       5   the CPUC.  The proceeding was open.  And Edison argued    



       6   that "Well, the EIR simply represents initial             



       7   engineering," and since there was a line in the EIR that  



       8   said, "Well, final engineering may change the location of 



       9   these sites slightly," that's why they were allowed to    



      10   put them miles and miles outside.                         



      11              In the decision, the commission agreed saying  



      12   that the EIR resolved preliminary and final engineering   



      13   to cause extensive changes to where these pads need to    



      14   go.                                                       



      15              How are the residents of this area going to be 



      16   protected from helicopters being placed -- we had         



      17   helicopter pads right next to homes, literally.  So how   



      18   is that not going to happen on this project?              



      19              We need to make sure that the conditions you   



      20   put in protect the people of these areas.  Because it was 



      21   so bad, we had a Vietnam vet who for two years endured    



      22   post traumatic stress.  He was curled up in a little      



      23   ball, literally, in his home, because there were so many  



      24   helicopters outside flying over his house.  So I'm        



      25   concerned about that.  And I guess I'll make all the      
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       1   other comments on the single point.                       



       2              Was that taken down or should I repeat that?   



       3        KRISTI BLACK:  She is transcribing the entire        



       4   meeting.  We'll go through the Q and A and make sure that 



       5   we address those.                                         



       6        JACQUELINE AYER:  Thanks.                            



       7        KRISTI BLACK:  Would you like a microphone, or do    



       8   you feel okay without one?                                



       9        JERRY SINCICH:  I'm okay without one.  My voice will 



      10   pick up.  Just two comments.                              



      11              The first one is, with the Alternative DD      



      12   replacing the Alberhill, currently that area that's been  



      13   identified is an approved Serrano specific plan approved  



      14   by the county.  It is a development that has not broken   



      15   ground yet but is approved by the county.  That site also 



      16   is surrounded by a number of residential areas up in      



      17   those hills, Dawson Canyon as well as Spanish Hills.      



      18   Residents would be affected by that, and obviously it     



      19   would also have a visual impact.  I'm not sure that you   



      20   can hide all of that.  But with any station, there's      



      21   probably landscaping that could be put around to block    



      22   some of the effect.                                       



      23              But the impact of putting that station there   



      24   further limits the land use of the surrounding project.   



      25   So whatever land is not used for that substation will be  
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       1   impacted.  And I think its use, land use, will be limited 



       2   as well.  So what kind of businesses, what kind of        



       3   industry can go in there will be very limited.  So my     



       4   comment would be either the original site on the land     



       5   that is now owned by Southern California Edison or maybe  



       6   some other place.                                         



       7              The second is, as you -- by Horsethief Canyon  



       8   you have the Valley Ivyglen lines jumping over the        



       9   freeway, running along either De Palma Road or Temescal   



      10   Canyon Road and then jumping back over the freeway.       



      11              My concern is we already have 500-kV lines in  



      12   place that go over the freeway.  Adding additional lines  



      13   that go over the freeway do represent a huge safety issue 



      14   because if somehow, either by nature or by earthquake,    



      15   those lines come down -- because of the fact that there's 



      16   only two major corridors in that area, travel corridors,  



      17   and one would be the I-15 the other would be Temescal     



      18   Canyon Road -- if any of those are blocked, residents     



      19   trying to escape would have a heck of a time, couldn't    



      20   leave until you had crews come out to move those lines.   



      21   And couldn't be a case where first responders could       



      22   handle those lines, and who knows how long it would take  



      23   to get the appropriate personnel on site to be able to    



      24   move anything.  It could be weeks.  And you would have a  



      25   large number of citizens, probably around 23,000,         
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       1   affected by it.  That was my second comment.              



       2              My point being, I would like to see them not   



       3   jumping over the freeway, you know, and ideally buried    



       4   underground and running along and into the appropriate    



       5   roads.                                                    



       6        KRISTI BLACK:  Thank you.                            



       7              Would anyone else like to make a comment?      



       8              So I think we'll end the official comment      



       9   period, but we're ending early; so we'll be around for    



      10   questions if you want to talk with any of us individually 



      11   or together.  We'll still be here.                        



      12              Thank you very much for coming, and again      



      13   please submit your written comments by May 31st, e-mail,  



      14   mail, fax.                                                



      15        SPEAKER:  Just real quick, what kind of time frame   



      16   are we looking at to where a decision will be made?       



      17        KRISTI BLACK:  So if I can look into my crystal      



      18   ball  -- so we're looking at responding to comments and   



      19   preparing a Final EIR.  It depends on the type of number  



      20   of comments, but that's maybe a 3- to 5-month period.  So 



      21   then after that, once it goes to the commission, the      



      22   Administrative Law Judge has to draft a proposed          



      23   decision, then the commission has to hear it.             



      24              So I don't know, Jensen, if you have an        



      25   estimate, but up to a year from now?                      



                     EGGLI COURT REPORTERS (949) 489-0666            

                                                                  27

�

       1        MR. UCHIDA:  Yeah.                                   



       2        KRISTI BLACK:  It's not a fast process.              



       3        SPEAKER:  I know it's been going on for a long time. 



       4   My only comment is we've got property there that is       



       5   trying to be sold.  My brother-in-law is really stuck     



       6   because they don't know if that Alberhill Station is      



       7   going to be below him and the lines are going over the    



       8   existing residence or if it's going to be moved.  So I    



       9   just, yeah --                                             



      10        KRISTI BLACK:  It might be a little bit of time      



      11   before that decision is made.                             



      12        SPEAKER:  They have hearings.                        



      13        KRISTI BLACK:  No.  The decision hasn't been made.   



      14        SPEAKER:  I have a follow-up question about the      



      15   timing.  At last night's meeting I heard you say, and I   



      16   may have heard incorrectly, that once -- the PUC will     



      17   certify the Final EIR as adequate, then ALJ will prepare  



      18   a draft decision.  So that suggests that the normal       



      19   course in public agency action is that they, as an        



      20   agency, will concurrently adopt, approve a final EIR and  



      21   adopt findings, and whatnot, and approve the project, but 



      22   what you suggested last night was something a little      



      23   different.  So I was hoping you could clarify.            



      24        KRISTI BLACK:  Jensen, can you speak to that, when   



      25   the EIR is certified in relation to when the CPUC makes   
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       1   its decision?                                             



       2        MR. UCHIDA:  It's at the final decision meeting.     



       3        SPEAKER:  I'm sorry.  I didn't hear that.            



       4        KRISTI BLACK:  It's at the final decision meeting.   



       5   I apologize for the confusion.                            



       6              Was there another hand that I saw?             



       7        SPEAKER:  Yes.  If Edison has to go over private     



       8   property, don't they need an easement?                    



       9        KRISTI BLACK:  They would have to get the            



      10   appropriate documents.                                    



      11        SPEAKER:  What if his property were not giving an    



      12   easement.                                                 



      13        KRISTI BLACK:  If the commission approves the        



      14   project, there would be a controlling eminent domain on   



      15   it.                                                       



      16        MR. UCHIDA:  Ideally SCE would negotiate with the    



      17   land owners to purchase the property through the normal   



      18   process.                                                  



      19        SPEAKER:  I didn't hear him.                         



      20        KRISTI BLACK:  He said ideally SCE would work with   



      21   the land owners.                                          



      22        SPEAKER:  We have been in contact with SCE and it is 



      23   a possibility, but right now it stopped because of the    



      24   DD, you know, possibly it goes a different way.           



      25        KRISTI BLACK:  Any other questions?                  
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       1              Okay.  Thank you all for coming.               



       2                (Whereupon the proceedings concluded)        



       3   
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