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Question 13:

Alternatives

Please provide the Section 106 Report for historic 1919 Big Creek – Rector Line.

Response to Question 13:

Southern California Edison's Big Creek Hydroelectric Project has been determined eligible to the 
National Register of Historic Places by concensus.  The Big Creek 3 - Rector 220 kV 
Transmission Line is one of three Big Creek transmission lines constructed during the project's 
Period of Significance (1911-1929).  Big Creek 3 - Rector is one of the first two lines 
constructed in 1913 to bring Big Creek electricity south to Los Angeles.  Originally energized at 
150 kV, the voltage was increased to 220 kV in 1919.  This modification required attachment of 
longer insulator strings, and in many places raising the height of original towers by 
disconnecting them from their footings, jacking them up, and inserting an additional lattice steel 
tower section (or two).

Attached is a copy of the fully executed 2006 Programmatic Agreement between the Sierra 
National Forest, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation regarding managment of Historic Properties (i.e., National Register of 
Historic Places listed or eligible resources) that may be affected by removal of the Big Creek 
transmission lines from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission operating licenses for Big 
Creek, and re-permitting these lines by the Sierra National Forest.  The PA serves as 
documentation of the National Register of Historic Places status of the Big Creek 3 - Rector 
Transmission Line.

Also attached is a copy of a section of the draft Historic Properties Management Plan that was 
prepared and submitted to the Sierra National Forest in 2007 as directed by the PA.  This section 
pertains to treatment of the NRHP eligible transmission lines in the event they are significantly 
modified or removed.  This section was reviewed and informally approved by Dwight Dutschke 
of the SHPO's office so that the treatment plan could be applied to projects such as Cross Valley 
for consistencies purposes.  The draft HPMP is still under review by the Sierra Nationa Forest 
heritage program manager.
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