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I. INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to Rule 1.12 of the California Public Utilities Commission’s (“Commission” or 

“CPUC”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) hereby 

amends its Application No. 10-12-003 (“Application”) to reflect additional distribution work and 

other minor project changes to its proposed substation project.  Except as stated below, the 

original Application is unchanged and incorporated herein by reference.

On December 8, 2010, PG&E filed its Application for a Permit To Construct (“PTC”) a 

new three-bank, 115/21 kilovolt (“kV”) substation and associated power line interconnection in 

unincorporated Fresno County.  After the Application was filed, PG&E engineers determined 

that additional distribution (low-voltage line) work would be needed to support the substation 

project, including rebuilding approximately one mile of distribution line outside of the 

previously-defined project area.  Other project changes include extending the existing overhead 

distribution line north of the substation an additional one-half mile as underbuild on the new 



2

power line to Copper Avenue,1/ and shifting the substation within its proposed boundary 

approximately 35 feet south to accommodate the power line connection.  Additional information 

about the location of planned underground distribution feeders and pole locations is now 

available and is also provided. 

To support this Amendment, attached as Exhibit A is a Supplement to the Proponent’s 

Environmental Assessment (“PEA Supplement”) containing additional analysis on the 

distribution work south of the substation that was not previously covered in the original 

application.2/  The PEA confirms that the additional work will not create a potentially-

significant environmental impact under the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).

II. AMENDMENT TO PROPONENT’S APPLICATION

A. Existing Project Description

As described in the Application, PG&E proposes to construct the Shepherd Substation 

Project, including a distribution substation, interconnection with the electrical supply grid, and 

up to nine distribution circuit outlets.  Major elements of the project, which are described in more 

detail in the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (“PEA”) filed with the Application, include:

 A new 115/21 kV distribution substation, with three 45 megavolt ampere (“MVA”) 
transformers and a capacity of 135 megawatts (MW),

 A new, approximately 1.5-mile, double-circuit 115 kV power line on tubular steel poles 
(“TSPs”) to connect the substation to the existing Kerckoff-Clovis-Sanger #1 115 kV 
Power Line,

                                                
1/ As with the existing approximately one-mile segment of this distribution line, the new 

segment will become underbuild on the new 115 kV power line interconnection.

2/ The PEA Supplement includes an environmental analysis of the distribution work that is 
outside of the original project area, and is incorporated herein by reference.  
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 Co-locating the existing distribution line extending approximately one mile north from 
the substation onto the new TSPs as underbuild,

 Up to three distribution circuits per transformer,

 One metal-clad building, 24 feet by 80 feet in size, to house the protection and control 
systems, and

 Two permanent paved access roads, approximately 35 feet long, from Sunnyside Avenue 
into the substation.

B. Updated Project Description

The major components of the project have not changed.  The revisions to the project 

include: 

• Replacing the existing above-ground 12 kV distribution circuit with a new, 21 kV 
circuit (reconductoring) on new wood poles along Sunnyside Avenue between 
Shepherd Avenue and Nees Avenue, a distance of approximately one mile; 

• Extending the existing overhead distribution circuit north of the substation to Copper 
Avenue, an additional one-half mile beyond what was described in the PEA (Existing 
Distribution Circuit), as underbuild on the new power line’s TSPs; 

• Removing the communications wires (“OPGW”) described in Section 2.6.1 of the 
PEA and shown on top of the new power line in several of the original PEA 
simulations; 

• Shifting the equipment within the substation approximately 35 feet to the south, 
which will not change the footprint of the substation, but rather will modify the layout 
of the equipment within the walls of the substation, and change the location of entry 
and exit gates (see revised substation layout, Exhibit B, attached); and

• Shifting the TSP previously located at the corner of  Sunnyside Avenue and Perrin 
Road north to a position within the power line alignment along Sunnyside Avenue 
approximately 65 feet from the centerline of the section corner.

Extending the existing distribution line an additional half-mile to Copper Avenue, removing the 

communications wires, and shifting the substation layout and pole do not alter the original 

environmental analysis in the PEA, although the simulations have been updated to incorporate 

these minor changes.  (See Exhibit C and Section III below.)  The overhead distribution line 
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reconductoring that will occur along Sunnyside Avenue, as well as details now available 

concerning the three underground distribution circuits leading south from the substation, are 

evaluated in the PEA Supplement, Exhibit A, which concludes that potential environmental 

impacts under CEQA will be less than significant.  

III. REVISED PROJECT SIMULATIONS

Due to the minor project changes described above, the simulations originally included in 

the PEA have been updated to incorporate the changed project details and additional landscaping 

that has filled in since the original photographs were taken.  At the request of the CPUC, new 

simulations were prepared using photographs taken with camera lens settings and focal lengths 

that represent a perspective more consistent with the human eye.  A reference on each simulation 

indicates the lens type, setting, and camera type.  Typically, photographs were taken using a 

digital camera set to a 35 millimeter (“mm”) focal length equivalent of 50-mm.  The 50-mm 

equivalent focal length produces a 38.6° horizontal field of view, which approximates the 

detailed cone of human vision.  The new photographs and revised simulations are attached as 

Exhibit C.

IV. EXHIBITS

The following exhibits are attached and incorporated by reference to this Amendment to 

the Application:

Exhibit A – PEA Supplement

Exhibit B – Revised Substation Layout

Exhibit C – Revised Project Simulations 
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V. CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth above, PG&E hereby amends its Application to reflect the new 

substation location and other changes to the proposed project.

Dated in San Francisco, California, this 2nd day of December, 2011.

Dated:  December 2, 2011

Respectfully Submitted,

WILLIAM V. MANHEIM
DAVID T. KRASKA
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Law Department
P.O. Box 7442
San Francisco, CA  94120
DTK5@pge.com

JO LYNN LAMBERT
Attorney at Law
707 Brookside Avenue
Redlands, CA 92373
Telephone:  (909) 793-4942 or (415) 973-5248
Facsimile:  (909) 793-8944
JLLm@pge.com

By:           /s/    
JO LYNN LAMBERT

Attorneys for
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY



VERIFICATION

I, the undersigned, declare:

I am an officer of PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, a corporation, 

and am authorized to make this verification on its behalf.  The statements in the foregoing 

document are true of my own knowledge, except as to matters which are therein stated on 

information or belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on December 1, 2011, at San Francisco, California.

________________/s/________________
Janet C. Loduca

Vice President, Environmental
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