| . GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ACRONYMS

100- Year Fl ood

A stream fl ow caused by a discharge
that is exceeded, on the average,
only once in 100 years. A 100-year
fl ood has a 1% chance of occurrence
in any given year.

500- Year Fl ood
A flood that has a 0.2% change of
occurring in a given year.

AAQS

Anbient Air Quality Standard; a
federal and state neasure of the

| evel of air contamnation that is
not to be exceeded in order to
protect hunman health.

ac-ft

Acre foot; a unit of neasure for

wat er denmand and supply. The vol une
of 1 acre foot would cover 1 acre to
a depth of 1 foot and is equal to
325, 851 gal |l ons.

ADT

Average Daily Traffic; nunber of
vehicles traveling per normal day on
a roadway.

Aerosol
Wet or dry small particles in the atmosphere. Also
called "particulate matter."

Aggradation (of a Stream Channel Bed)
Raising of stream bed elevation, caused by sediment
supply in excess of sediment-transport capacity.

Air Quality Standard

The specified average concentration of an air
pollutant in ambient air during a specified time
period, at or above which level the public
health may be at risk; equivalent to AAQS.

Algae

A collective term for several taxonomic groups of
primitive chlorophyll-bearing plants which are widely
distributed in fresh and salt water and moist lands.
This term includes the seaweeds, kelps, diatoms,
pond scums, and stoneworts.

Alluvium

Soil, sand, gravel, and other material which has been
transported and deposited by flowing water. An
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alluvial feature is formed by material which has been
deposited by water.

Ambient Air
Any unconfined portion of the atmosphere; the
outside air.

Ambient Noise Level

Noise from all sources, near and far. ANL constitutes
the normal or existing level of environmental noise at
a given location.

Anti-cyclone
Clockwise circulation of air about a high-pressure
center.

APCD

Air Pollution Control District; a regional government
bureau responsible for attainment and management of
air quality standards through permitting and
regulating of the emission sources.

APN
Assessor Parcel Number, given to a parcel, or a
specified area, of land by County tax assessors.

AQAP

Air Quality Attainment Plan; equivalent to Air
Quality Management Plan (AQMP), which outlines
rules and regulations for improving and maintaining
the quality of air in the region.

AQMD
Air Quality Management District.

AQMP
Air Quality Management Plan.

Arroyo
A stream channel or gully in arid country, usually
with steep banks, dry much of the time.

Atmospheric Stability

The resistance to or enhancement of vertical and
horizontal air movement, which regulates the amount
of air exchange and affects pollution concentration or
dispersion.

Average

As a measure, the sum of the measurements (over a
specified period) divided by the number of
measurements.

Avifauna
Birds.
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Backfill
Earth that is replaced after a construction excavation.

BACT

Best Available Control Technology; the most
improved devices or air emission reduction
technology currently available for controlling
pollutant emissions.

BARCT
Best Available Retrofit Control Technology.

Baseline
A set of existing conditions against which change is
to be described and measured.

Bed Forms

Local topographical interruptions to the uniformity of
a channel bed occurring during the passage of a
stream flow.

Berm
A narrow shelf, path, or ledge typically at the top or
bottom of a slope; also, an earthen, mounded wall.

Biota
Living organisms.

BLM
Bureau of Land Management

BOD

Biological Oxygen Demand; the free
oxygen-removing capability of biologically derived
materials in the environment.

Brackish

Pertaining to water, generally estuarine, in which the
salinity ranges from 0.5 to 17 parts per thousand by
weight.

CAAQS
California Ambient Air Quality Standard; see AAQS.

Calcified
Changed into a hard, stony condition by the deposit
of calcium carbonate.

CAL EPA
The state equivalent of the federal EPA (see EPA).

CAL OSHA
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The State equivalent of the federal OSHA (see
OSHA).

Cal Sites
A list of potentially hazardous sites generated through
the DTSC’s Control Board.

Caltrans
California Department of Transportation.

CARB
California Air Resources Board, sometimes
abbreviated as ARB.

CCAA
California Clean Air Act.

CCR
California Code of Regulations

CDFG
California Department of Fish and Game.

CDMG
California Department of Mines and Geology.

CEQA
California Environmental Quality Act.

CERCLA
Federal Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act.

CERCLIS
Comprehensive Environmental Response
Compensation and Liability Information System.

CFR
Code of Federal Regulations.

Chaparral
Dense thicket of shrubs and small trees, characteristic
of southwestern U.S.

Channel Lining

Artificial hardening of the sides and/or bed of a
stream channel to prevent erosion. Concrete, soil
cement and rock riprap are typical channel linings.

CIWMB
California Integrated Waste Management Board.

CNDDB

California Natural Diversity Data Base
CNEL
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Community Noise Equivalent Level; the averaging of
noise levels on a measurement scale of decibels that
increases the actual noise measurement, to account
for an increased sensitivity to noise during late
evening, nighttime, and morning hours (the
increments are 5 dB from 7 to 10 pm and 10 dB from
10 pmto 7 am).

CNPS
California Native Plant Society.

CO

Carbon Monoxide; a colorless, odorless, toxic gas
produced by incomplete combustion of carbon in
fossil fuels.

Coastal Block
Geologic term describing area adjacent to the coast,
which may be faulted or fractured.

Colluvium
Rock detritus and soil accumulated at the foot of a
slope.

Conglomerate
Consolidated (sedimentary) stone composed
primarily of large, gravel-sized particles.

CPUC
California Public Uilities
Commi ssi on

CsC
California Species of Concern.

Cul tural Horizon

A period of prehistoric tine narked
by an event that begins a new period
of devel opment.

Cul tural Resource

Pl aces or objects inportant for
scientific, historical, and
religious reasons to cultures,
conmuni ti es, and individuals.

CVWA
Cl ean Water Act

Cyclonic

A large air mass circul ating
count ercl ockwi se, in northern
hem sphere.

D

50
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The scaling for particle sizes which
references when 1/2 the volume of a
streanbed sanple is below and 1/2 is
above the stated size

Deci bel (dB)

A logarithmc unit which describes
the wi de range of sound intensities
to which the human ear is sensitive.

Deci bel - A Wi ght ed (dBA)

Deci bel unit scale that is nodified
to better represent the relative
insensitivity of the human ear to

| ow pi tched sounds.

Degradation (of a Stream Channel
Bed)

Loweri ng of streanbed el evati on,
caused by sedi nent-transport
capacity in excess of the sedi nent
supply. Degradation can be |ong-
term (after the passage of nany
stream flows) or short-term (caused
by a single streamflow).

DEl R
Draft Environnental |npact Report
(see EIR).

DElI S
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent
(see EI'S).

DSEl R
Draft Suppl enental Environnental
| npact Report (see EIR).

DHS
Department of Heal th Services.

Di f fusi on nodel

A nodel, cal culated by forml a,
graphs, or conputer that estinates
the dilution of an air pollutant as
it is carried downw nd. The nodels
are based on physical principles
with various sinplifications to aid
solvability.

DA

U S. Departnent of the Interior; a
federal agency responsible for
adm ni stration of public | ands not
managed by ot her federal agencies.
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DOT
U S. Departnent of Transportation

DTSC
Depart ment of Toxic Substance
Cont r ol

EA
Envi ronment al Assessnent.

Ecot onal

Bi ol ogi cal term describing the
geogr aphi ¢ boundary between two
ecol ogi cal habitats.

EIR

Envi ronmental | npact Report; an

envi ronnental i npact assessment
docunent prepared in accordance with
the California Environnmental Quality
Act (CEQ@) .

EIR'S

Envi ronmental | npact Report and
Statenent, prepared as a single
document for submission to both the
state and federal governnents and
for public review See EIR

El S

Envi ronmental | nmpact Statenent; an
environnent al i npact assessment
docunent prepared in accordance with
the National Environnmental Policy
Act (NEPA).

EMFAC7EP
Em ssi on Factor Version 7EP.

Em ssi on
Unwant ed subst ances rel eased by
human activity into air or water.

Emi ssion, prinmary
An em ssion that is treated as inert
(non-reactive).

Enmi ssi on, secondary

Unwant ed substances that are
chem cal byproducts of reactive
primary emni ssions.

Em ssion Control Device
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Any piece of equiprment that reduces
the rel ease of any air pollutant
into the atnosphere; see BACT.

Emi ssion Limt

A regul atory standard that restricts
t he di scharge of an air poll utant

i nto at nosphere.

Envi ronmental | y Superior Alternative
Alternative selected by the CEQA

| ead agency which provides an
overal | environnmental advantage over
the other alternatives.

EPA

U.S. Environnental Protection
Agency; a federal agency that works
to protect the environnent.

Est uary

W deni ng area at seaward end of
river where its current is net and
i nfl uenced by ocean tides.

Et hnogr aphi c

Pertaining to the branch of
ant hropol ogy that deals
descriptively with specific
cul tures, especially those of
primtive peoples or groups.

Et hnohi storic

Et hnol ogi cal information collected
during historic tinmes, for instance,
that fromthe Spani sh m ssion
registers.

Faul t

A fracture or zone of fractures in
rock strata which have undergone
novenent that displaces the sides
relative to each other, usually in a
direction parallel to the fracture.
Abrupt novenent on faults is a
cause of nost earthquakes.

FEI R

Fi nal Environnental |npact Report.
The Final EIR includes all coments
made to the Draft EIR as well as the
responses of the |lead agency to
those coments and is subnmitted to
the state governnent and the public
for review of a proposed project.
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FEI S/ R

Fi nal Environnental | npact

Statenent/ Report; |ast version of
docunment submitted to both state and
federal governnents. See FEIR

FEMA
Federal Energency Managenent Agency

FHWA
Federal H ghway Adm nistration.

FI RM
Federal Insurance Rate Maps.

Fl ora
Plants or plant I|ife.

For ebay
The main area of recharge to a
ground wat er basin.

f ps
Feet per second.

Fugiti ve dust
Ai rborne pul verized soil particles.

g

(a) gram (b) gravities, a unit of
accel eration equal to that produced
on free falling bodies at the
earth's equator.

Geonor phol ogy

The geographi cal study of the form
of the earth. Geonorphic neans of
or pertaining to the shape of the

earth or its topographic features.

CGeophysi cal Survey

CGeneral termfor survey of |and
forns using geol ogi ¢ mappi ng,
trenching, soil testing, percolation
testing, echo sounding, or other

t echni ques.

gpd
Gl | ons per day, a nmeasure of flow
rate.

gpm
Gal l ons per mnute; a neasure of
flow rate.

December 1999 1-5

HC

Hydrocar bons; a nixture of

hydr ocar bon conpounds usual ly
referred to in the vapor state.

HW S
Hazar dous Waste Infornmation System

HSWA
Hazar dous Solid Waste Act.

HW.C
Cal i forni a Hazardous Waste Contr ol
Law.

Hydr ocar bons

Conmpounds conposed principally of

carbon and hydrogen; they occur in
petrol eum natural gas, coal, and

bi t unens.

Hydr ocar bons, nonnet hane

M xture or concentration of
hydr ocarbons wi th the net hane
fraction ignored. One of many
formul ations for reactive

hydr ocar bons.

Hydr ocar bons, reactive

M xture or concentration of
hydrocarbons with fraction assuned
to be nonreactive renpved from
consi deration. See VCC.

| gneous

I gneous refers to a type of rock

which is formed fromthe cooling and
solidification of nolten rock

Mol ten rock (magna) is produced due

to the high internal core

tenperature of the earth. Upon
cool i ng, magna becones i gneous rock.
Granite and basalt are two conmmon

forns of igneous rock.

I nsel berg

An isolated hill of solid rock

I nventory, emission

A list of daily or annual enissions,
listed by pollution source category
(e.g., trains, refineries,
agriculture, etc.).

| nver si on
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A layer of air in the atnosphere in
which the tenperature increases wth
altitude at a rate greater than
normal (adiabatic). Pollutants tend
to be trapped bel ow the inversion

I nvertebrate
Animal s that lack a spinal colum.

LlO

An average of noise levels that are
exceeded 10 percent of the tine
during the measurenent period.

L

eq

Aver age | evel of sound detern ned
over a specific period of tine.

Ldn

The average ambi ent noise level in
dBA with |l evels between 10 p.m and
7 a.m increased by 10 dBA

Li quefaction
The process of nmmking or becom ng
liquid (soils).

LOS

Level of Service; a neasure of
roadway congestion, ranging fromA
(free flowing) to F (highly
congest ed) .

Local Scour

Loweri ng of a channel bed as a
result of a local disturbance to
flow, such as bridge piers, a sudden
drop or a sharp channel bend.

Low fl ow
Low rate of water flow due to scant
rainfall and | ow runoff.

Low Fl ow | nci senent

Fornmation of a local, small channe
i nside a |larger stream channel as a
result of |owdischarge flows.

LUST
Leaki ng under ground storage tank

m
Meter, length equal to 30.48 inches.
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Macr oi nvert ebrate
Pertaining to invertebrates that are
visible to the naked eye.

Macr oal gae

Pertaining to | arge al gae, such as
kel p, as distinguished from

nm croscopi ¢ al gae.

Medi an

The m d-value is a series of val ues,
wi th hal f having greater val ue and
hal f [ ower value. To be

di stingui shed from "average."

Met anor phi ¢

Met anor phic refers to rocks that
have been altered fromtheir
original formby heat and pressure.

M croclimte
Distinctive clinmate within a snall
geogr aphi c area.

M cron
One millionth of a neter

M xi ng hei ght

The di stance fromthe ground to a
daytinme (tenperature) inversion

| ayer.

M

Ri chter nagnitude

Y
Modi fied Mercalli.

M\D
M tigation Negative Declaration.

Monitoring station

A nobile or fixed site equipped to
neasur e i nstantaneous or average
anbi ent air poll utant
concentrations.

VSL
Mean sea | evel

NAAGS

Nati onal Ambient Air Quality
St andards; see AAQS.
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NEPA
Nat i onal Environnmental Protection
Act

NHPA
Nati onal Hi storic Preservation Act.

Ni t rogen oxi des

A gaseous mixture of nitric oxide
(NO and nitrogen di oxide (NO) and
synmbolically represented as NQ).

NO

Nitric oxide. A nolecule of one
ni trogen and one oxygen atom
Results usually from conmbustion of
organi ¢ substances containing

ni trogen and from reconbi nati on of
ni trogen deconposed in air during
hi gh tenperature conbustion

NO,

Ni trogen Dioxide. A nolecule of one
nitrogen and two oxygen atons.

Result usually from further
oxidation of nitric oxide (NO in

t he at nosphere. (Ozone accel erates

t he conversion.

NQ

Ni t rogen Oxi des; poisonous and

hi ghly reacti ve gases produced when
fuel is burned at high tenperatures,
causing nitrogen in the air to
conbi ne with oxygen.

Noi se | evel, nedian

The | evel of noise exceeded 50
percent of the time. Usually
specified as either the daytine or
the nighttine nedian noise | evel
Al so given the designation L.

NPDES
Nati onal Pol lution Discharge
El i m nati on System

NPL
National Priorities List.

NPPA
Native Plant Protection Act.
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NPPA
Native Plant Protection Act.

NSR
New Source Review, see Air Quality.

o

Ozone; a colorless gas forned by a
conpl ex series of chemical and
phot ochem cal reaction of reactive
organi ¢ gases, principally

hydr ocarbons, with the oxi des of

ni trogen, which is harnful to the
public health, the biota and sone
materi al s.

ORV
O f - Road Vehicl es

OsHA

U S. Cccupational Safety and Heal th
Admi ni stration, a federal agency
regul ating the health safety of the
wor k pl ace.

Oxi dant

A mxture of chemcally oxidizing
conpounds fornmed fromul travi ol et
stinul ated reactions in the

at nosphere, with ozone a principa
fraction.

OQzone

A nol ecul e of three oxygen atons --
O, A principal conponent of
"oxidant" in photochemcally
pol | ut ed at nospheres.

Particulate matter (particul ates)
Very fine sized solid matter or
droplets, typically averagi ng one
mcron or snaller in diameter. Also
cal l ed "aerosol ."

Ph
A neasure of acidity or alkalinity.

Phot ocheni cal Pol | ut ant

Reacti ve organi ¢ conpounds (ROC) and
ni trogen oxi des (NOx), photocheni ca
pol lutants that absorb energy from
the sun and react chemically to form
ozone (Q).

Phyt opl ankt on
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M croscopic plants that formthe
base of the marine/aquatic food
chai n.

PM,

Particulate matter | ess than 10
mcron in size, which is small
enough to be inhaled deeply into the
| ungs and cause di sease.

ppb

Parts per billion, a neasure of the
ampbunt of one substance in a second,
which is the carrier.

ppm

Parts per mllion, a neasure of the
ampbunt of one substance found in a
carrier.

ppt

Parts per thousand, a neasure of the
ampbunt of one substance found in a
carrier.

psi
Pounds per square inch.

RCRA

Federal Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act.

Ri pari an

Area al ong the banks of a river or
| ake supporting specialized plant

and ani nal speci es.

Ri prap

A foundation constructed of broken
stones or boul ders | oosely placed or
thrown together, as in deepwater, on
a soft bottom or as a seawall to
protect agai nst erosion.

ROC

Reacti ve Organi ¢ Conpounds (see Air
Quality) that are chemically
sensitive to the ultraviolet |ight
in sunlight.

RCD
Record of Deci sion.

ROW

Ri ght of way; an area or strip of
land to all ow access or to allow a
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utility to pass through public or
private | ands.

RWQCB
Regi onal Water Quality Control

Boar d.

SCAB
South Coast Air Basin; see Air

Quality..

SCAQVD
South Coast Air Quality Managenent
Di strict

SCS
Soi | Conservation Service

SEA

Signi ficant Ecol ogical Area; an area
contai ni ng an ecosystem of val ue and
requiring government protection

Sedi nent ary

Sedinentary refers to a type of rock
which is fornmed by the consolidation
of rock particles. These particles
are usually transported fromtheir
source by forces of erosion, such as
wi nd, water, and glaciers. Over
time, the particles becone cenented
or consolidated into rock. Shale
and sandstone are two forms of

sedi nentary rock.

Seedbank

The | ayer of topsoil containing
native plant seed naterial, which is
frequently used as a "seed bank" for
revegetation of native plants.

SEI R
Suppl emental Environnental | npact
Report .

Seismcity
The rel ative frequency and
di stribution of earthquakes.

Sensitive Receptor

That segnent of the popul ation that
because of age or weak health is
nore susceptible to the effects of
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air pollution, noise, oil spill
etc., than the population at |arge.

Shrink-swell potential

I's the expansion or contraction of
primarily clay-rich soils during
alternating wetting and drying
cycl es.

SHPO
State Historic Preservation Oficer

SI P

State Inplenmentation Plan (see Air
Quality); a document required
periodically fromeach county by EPA
that indicates the progress and the
pl anni ng of the county for inproving
the quality of its air.

Sl ough

A place of deep nud or nmire; bog. A
stagnant swanp, backwater, bayou
inlet, or pond in which water backs

up.

SO,
Sul fur oxides. The group of
conpounds fornmed during conbustion
or thereafter in the atnosphere of
sul fur conpounds in the fuel, each
havi ng various | evels of oxidation,
rangi ng fromtwo oxygen atoms for
each sulfur atomto four oxygen

at ons.

so,
Sul fur Dioxide; a corrosive and
poi sonous gas produced fromthe
conpl ete combustion of sulfur in
fuel s.

St ream Scour

Lowering of a streanbed during the
passage of a single streamfl ow.
Stream scour can be local in nature
(see Local Scour) or nore w despread
(see General Scour).

Substrate

Ceol ogi ¢ term descri bing soil or
geol ogi ¢ | ayers underlying a project
site or construction area.
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Sul f at es

Conpounds in air or water that
contain four oxygen atons for each
sul fur atom See SQ.

Sul fur oxi des

A gaseous m xture of sul fur dioxide
(SO) and sulfur trioxide (SQ) and
synbolically represented as SQ.

Can include particul ate species such
as sul fate conpounds (-SO,).

SWRCB
St ate Water Resources Control Board.

SWPPP
St orm Water Pol |l ution Prevention
Pl an.

TAC
Toxi ¢ Air Contam nants.

TCM
Transportation Control Measures.

TDM

Transportati on Denmand Managenent; a
system of anal ysis designed to
reduce traffic |evels and thereby
reduce air pollution.

TDS
Total Dissolved Solids

Terrestrial

Related to or living on |and.
Terrestrial biology deals with
upl and areas as opposed to
shorelines or coastal habitats.

THC
Total Hydrocarbon

t pd
Tons per day.

TSCP
Toxi ¢ Substance Control Program

TSP

Total Suspended Particul ates; solid
or liquid particles small enough to
remai n suspended in air. PM, is the
portion of TSP that can be inhal ed.
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Tsunami

A long gravity oceani c wave

gener ated by sudden novenents of the
ocean bottom during submari ne

ear t hquakes, |andslides, or volcanic
activity.

Turbidity

Cl oudi ness or nuddi ness of water or
ocean, resulting from suspended or
stirred up particles.

ucB
Uni f or m Bui | di ng Code.

ug/ m

M1 lionths of a gram per cubic
neter, a unit of concentration in
liquids or gases.

USACE
U S. Arny Corps of Engineers

USFS
U S. Departnent of Agriculture,
Forest Service.

USFW\B
U S. Fish and WIldlife Service.

USGS

U S. Geol ogical Survey (an agency of
the U S. Departnent of the
Interior).

Uility Corridor

A strip of land, or an easenent, on
which utility or pipelines are
construct ed.

Vapor Recovery

Air pollution control nethods, which
reduce em ssions by capturing vapors
to avoid their release into the

at nosphere.

Vapor Transfer

An emi ssion control device, which
recovers volatile pollutants, such
as hydrocarbons, and rel ocates them
to a location for recovery or
destructi on.

viC
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Vol unme to Capacity ratio; a neasure
of the capacity of a roadway. Wen
V/Cis 100 percent, no nore traffic
can be acconmpdat ed.

Vi sual sensitivity

Consi derati on of people’ s uses of
vari ous environments and their
concerns for maintenance of scenic
qual ity and open-space val ues;
exanpl es of areas of high visua
sensitivity would be areas visible
from sceni ¢ hi ghways, wi | derness
areas, parks, recreational water
bodi es, etc.

VMT
Vehicle mles travel ed, usually per
day.

VOC
Vol ati | e organi c conpounds.

vpd
Vehi cl es per day; see
Transportation.

Wet | and

Lands transitional between obviously
upl and and aquatic environnments.
Wet | ands are generally highly
productive environnents wth
abundant fish, wildlife, aesthetic,
and natural resource values. For
this reason, coupled with the
alarming rate of their destruction
they are considered val uabl e
resources, and several regulations
and | aws have been inplenented to
protect them

Zoopl ankt on

M croscopi ¢ mari ne/aquatic aninmals
generally carried within a water
nass.

Draft SEIR



GLOSSARY OF TERMB AND ACRONYMNB

December 1999 1-11 Draft SEIR



