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Scoping Meeting Handouts

= Self-Addressed Comment Form

» Speaker Registration Card

= Meeting Agenda

" Translation Request Form
" Fact Sheets

Coolwater-Lugo Transmission
Project

Transmission Line Construction

Electric Transmission

Transmission System
Components
Transmission Structures

Public Involvement During
Scoping

Comparison of EIS and EIR
Procedures and EIR/EIS Process

CPUC Process









Speaker Registration Card

(Please Print Clearly) Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project EIR/EIS

Name:

Affiliation (if any):

Address:

City, State, and Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Speaker Registration Card

(Please Print Clearly) Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project EIR/EIS

Name:

Affiliation (if any):

Address:

City, State, and Zip:

Phone:

Email:




MEETING AGENDA

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project EIR/EIS

I Meeting Presentation

Welcome and Introduction Chester Britt
CEQA Lead Agency Role and Process Andrew Barnsdale
NEPA Lead Agency Role and Process Noel Ludwig
Overview of the Proposed Project Jon Davidson
Environmental Review Process Jon Davidson
Public Comments Chester Britt

Il. Information Stations will be open for you to ask additional questions, review the
materials, or to submit your written comments

Meeting Format

Oral Comments. To make oral comments at this meeting, please fill out a speaker card and turn it in at
the sign-in table. Please fill out the card as completely as possible, providing your name and address for
the record; this information will become public. During the public comment portion of the meeting,
speakers will be called to the microphone individually by the meeting facilitator. Speakers will be called
according to the order that speaker cards are received.

Written Comments. For written comments, please complete the comment form provided at this meeting.
Once completed, you may submit your comments at the sign-in table or the designated comment box.
Comments may also be submitted via U.S. Mail, fax, or e-mail after the meeting. Comments must be
submitted or postmarked by September 3, 2014.

Mail:  Coolwater-Lugo Scoping E-mail: CLTP-EIR-EIS@aspeneg.com
c/o Aspen Environmental Group Fax/Voicemail:  (888) 423-2220
5020 Chesebro Road, Suite 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

For more information and project updates, visit the project websites at:

CPUC Website: www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/aspen/cltp/cltp.htm
BLM Website: www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/renewableenergy/coolwater_lugo.html

Other Reminders:

o Please be respectful of other people’s opinions.

e Factsheets and display boards have been set up at the meeting (Information Stations) so that you
can get more information directly from technical staff.

e We are here to provide more information about the project. If you have questions about the
project, please ask us so that you have a better understanding about the project and the
CEQA/NEPA review processes.

e \We may not have all of the answers now. If we cannot answer your questions at this meeting, we
will follow up with you as soon as we have the requested information.

All comments will become public information.



http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/renewableenergy/coolwater_lugo.html
www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/aspen/cltp/cltp.htm
mailto:CLTP-EIR-EIS@aspeneg.com

















































Appendix C-2

Poster Boards Presented at Scoping Meetings

Biological Resources

Biological Resources {map)
Cultural Resources

Land Designations and Uses

Land Designhations and uses {map)
Transmission Line Construction
Project Map (3 boards)

EIR/EIS Process

Visual Simulations (2 boards)



Vegetation and Wildlife

GOAL: To Identify and Mitigate Impacts to Biclogical Resources from the
Construction and Operation of the Coolwater-Luge Transmission Project

Important Biological Considerations in the Project Area

VEGETATION
The project spans a variety of native and disturbed vegetation communities including:

» Creosote bush scrub, saltbush scrub, riparian habitat, Joshua tree and Juniper
woodland, and ruderal vegetation

RARE PLANTS

The range of soil types in the region supports a diverse array of State and federally
sensitive plants including:

» Mojave monkeyflower, small flowered androstephium, Barstow woolly sunflower, San
Bernardino dudleya, and various cacti

WILDLIFE

The vegetation and topography in the region supports an array of State and federally
sensitive wildlife including:

» Invertebrates: Shoulderband snails and Ford's Indra swallowtail butterfly

» Amphibians and Reptiles: Desert tortoise, Mojave fringe-toed lizard, coast hormed
lizard, rosy boa, and arroyo toad

» Birds: Golden eagle, Bendire's thrasher, burrowing owls, least Bell's vireo, and
southwestern willow flycatcher

» Mammals: Mohave ground squirrel, desert kit fox, American badger, big hom sheep,
and various bats

STATE AND FEDERAL JURISDICTIONAL WATERS
Ephemeral and intermittent drainages are common in the region and provide important
habitat for many desert species. Some of these features include:

» The Mojave River and Daggett wash
» Numerous large and small ephemeral washes
» Lake Lucerne, Rabbit Lake, and other desert basins

DESIGNATED NATURAL AREAS AND HABITATS
The project traverses or is near areas designated as important habitat for plants and wildlife
by State and federal agencies. Some of these include:

Ord-Rodrman Desert Wildlife Management Area

» Ord-Rodman Desert Tortoise Critical Habitat
» Mojave Monkeyflower Area of Critical Environmental Concern

Bendire's Thrasher Area of Critical Environmental Concern
Juniper Flats Area Critical Environmental Concermn

Examples of Potential Impacts to Sensitive Vegetation and Wildlife

Activity

Types of Impacts

Sensitive Plants and Vegetation

Earth moving, grading,
habitat/vegetation remaoval

« Direct Inss of rare plants

» Disruption of sail surfaces, native seed bank or compaction of soils

« Establishment of ruls or depressions that can alter soil conditions and hydrology
= Increase risk of colonization by invasive weeds

Dust

= Interferanoe with photosynthesis

Wildfires

- Change in plant composition o increased fire freql
Wildlife

Earth maving, grading,
habitat/vegetation removal

« Direct morality o small of less mobile species

» Crushing of burrows, disruption of soil surfaces, compaction of soils, and displacement of native
species

» Fugitive dust and habitat loss

» Degradation of water quality in breeding areas from erosion and sedimentation

« Displacament of breeding birds and the abandonment of active nests

= Loss of foraging habitat

Noise and vibration

« Interferance with breeding or foraging acfivities and movement patterns
= Interferance with hearing reslting in increased predation

« Abandonment of nests
Placement and use of access = Crushing of ground nesis
roads = Invasive weeds, increased fires, human intrusion
Traffic « Accidental menallly of opporunistic predalors and scavengers (such as carrion hirds) feeding on
road kill
» Disruption of breeding, foraging, and mavernent of bird species resulting in nesl, roosl, o lemitory
abandonment and subsequent reproductive failure (during breeding season)
« Ingestion of mitrotrash (i.e., broken glass and small pieces of metal) or ethyiene glycol anfifreeze
Operation « Collision and electrocution with new transmission lines or towers

= Road Kill, increased prey sources, and perching opportunities

Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project

Big Horn Sheep

Galden Eagle



Vegetation and Wildlife
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Cultural and
Paleontological Resources

GOAL: To Identify and Mitigate Impacts to Significant Cultural and Paleontological
Rescurces from the Construction and Operation of the Coclwater-Luge Transmission Project

Why is it Important to Protect Cultural and Paleontological Resources?

Federal, State, and public lands contain diverse and important cultural landscapes, historical structures, and archaeological
sites that belong to all of us. These resources represent a shared history and are part of our national heritage. Cultural and
paleontological resources are an informative and imeplaceable part of our heritage. It is essential that they are preserved and

protected for the benefit and enjoyment of future generations.
Cultural Resources

Prehistaric Archaealagical Sites:
The project includes a vatiety of
prehistoric archaedlogical sites
dating from 10,000 years ago to
European Contact. These include:

+Village Sites

« Temporary Camps

* Flaked Stone Tool and/for

Flant Frocessing Locales
* Tool Stone Quaries
« Mative Trails

Histarical Archaedalagical Sites: |
Historic-era archaeological sites in
the profect area include a diverse .
array of site types refating to
settfernent of the Mojave Desert
Frontier spanning 1820 to present. |
These include:

« Agricultural Homesteads

* Historic Debris Scatters

« Mines and Quarries

« Historic Trails and

Transportation Routes

Built Enviropnment Resaurces:
The profject includes a variety of
buit emdronment resources
redating to development of the
Mojave in the Nineteenth and
Twentieth centuries.
These include:
« Electrical Transmission and
Power Lines
« Electrical Transmission
Substations
« Water Conveyance Facilities
{e.4., California Agueduct,
Irrigation Ditches, Canals,
ete.)
« Historical Buildings and
Structures
« BNSF Railroad

* National Old Trails Highway/US Route 66

MNative American Resources:
The project intersects ethnographic territories of muttiple
Mative American groups including the Desert Serrano, or
Vanyurne Tribe, Mojave and related Yuman speakers of the
Lower Colovado, the Chemehuevi-branch of the Southern
Paiute, and the Kawaiisu. Significant Mative American
Resources may include:

* Traditional Cultural Properties and Places of Spiritual

Importance
* Ethnographic Village Sites
* Cemeteries and Burial Sites

Luge Substafion Garage

BNEF Railroad Grade

Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project

Paleontological Resources

Paleontological resources, or
fossils, are the evidence of once-
living organisms preserved in the
rock record. They include both
the fossilized remains of ancient
plants and animals and the traces
thereof {e.q., trackways, imprints,
burrows, ete. ). In general, fossils
are considered to be greater than
5,000 years old {Middle Holocene) and are typmally
preserved in sedimentary rocks.

Parfial Prehistaric Rock Ring

The project area consists of
Paleozoic to Mesozoic aged
undifferentiated igneous and
metamoaorphic rocks, Paleozoic
Fumace limestone and dolomite,
Miocene terrestrial sediments,
and Quatemary alluvial and
eolian deposits. Known fossil localities are in the highly
sensitive Crowder and Barstow Formations and the
moderately sensitive Quaternary
older alluvium. These include:

= Camel

* Horse

+ Saber Tooth Cat

* Pronghorn Antelope

« Dog

« Cat

* Rodents, Snakes, Lizards, Tortoise

Histerical Gfructure

Bear Skull

Baby Waoally Mammath Jaw

Activity Types of Impacts

Destruction {or partial
destruction) or modification

of cultural andfor paleontological
resources, degradation of
cultural or paleontological

Earth Moving, Grading,
Habitat'Vegetation Removal.

resolrce's integrity, impairment
of the ability to recover
important information from
significant resources.

Tower site preparation,
construction, removal,
replacement. Substation
improverments.
Intrusions on the visual setting

and context of cultural resources,
and the discovery {and potential
damage to or destruction of)
presiously unknown cultural and
paleontological resources.

Construction of new access
roads, staging areas, materdal
vards, extra work spaces.




Land Designations and Uses

RECREATION RESOURCES

Bl M-designated OHV Areas:

« Stoddard Valley

« Johnson Valley

« Ord Mountain Route Network
« El Mirage Dry Lake

Non-BLM recreation areas near the proposed roufe:

Horseman's Center Park, Rabbit Dry Lake, and a community
trail within SCE's existing transmission line corridor in the City
4 of Hesperia.

WILDERNESS AREAS

BLM Wilderness Areas:

« Newberry Mountains
« Rodman Mountains
« Bighorn Mountain

Recreation activities allowed in wilderness areas:

Hunting, fishing, and non-commercial trapping are allowed under State and
local laws; horseback riding; and camping is limited to 14 days. Mechanized or
motorized vehicles are not permitted.

GRAZING ALLOTMENTS

Bl M-designated grazing allotments:

« Stoddard Mountain Allotrment

« Valley Well Allotment

* Round Mountain Allotment

« Ord Mountain Allotment

Grazing allotments maintain open spaces, provide habitat for
wildlife, offer recreational opportunities, and help preserve the
rural character of surrounding communities while also
providing livestock-based economic opportunities.

MINING CLAIMS

Locatable Minerals:

Includes hardrock resources that are typically metals with a
unigue or special use, such as gold and silver. There are
several mining claims in the project area, though none are
active.

Saleable Minerals:

Includes common variety of materials such as sand, stone, and
gravel. There are several mining claims for saleable minerals in P
the project area, specifically sand and gravel, though most are
past producers and are not active.

There are no records of oil, gas, or geothermal resources or claims within the vicinity of the proposed route.

Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project
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Transmission Line
Construction

Foundation Construction
Foundation construction begins with
the auguring of holes for foctings.
For lattice steel towers, each hole is
usually 3 to 4 feet wide.

Wire-Stringing Operations

These adtivities include the installation of
conductor, ground wire, insulators, stringing
sheaves (rollers or travelers), vibration
dampeners, weights, suspension and dead-
end hardware assemblies for the entire length

Foundation
Construction

g Tower Assembly
S and Erection

of the route. Wire stringing involves the
following four operations:
» Stringing the pilet line to install the
conductor
» FPulling the conductor through by a puller
machine
= Atensioner is then used to sag the
conductors to the proper tension
» Onece the conductor is pulled in and the proper tension is reached, mid-span
splicing iz performed at dead-end tower locations to connect or splice segments
together
» After splicing is completed and conductor is affixed to dead-end towers, conductors

Wire Stringing

B

Road
Construction

T
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J
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-
i

Twro-Drum e
__Puller

Sita Preparation and

Road Construction

Tower locations need to be cleared
af wegetation prior to construction.
Roads may nesd to be upgraded or
new roads constructad to
accommadate construction vehicles
and equipment.

Tower Assembly and Erection

Structures are assembled in sections near the new tower location. A crane is
used to lift the sections into place. Crews then bolt the sections together. Whils
tower erection is usually performed by crane, helicopters are used in areas that
are inacoessible to large ground-based construction equipment.

Ground-hased Assembly

Helicapter Assembly

Road Canstruction

Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project

Foundation Construction

are “clipped in" or attached to tangent towers.

Wire Stringing
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EIS/EIR Process

Identify the Purpose
and Need for Action
and Describe the
Proposed Action
to the Extent Known

Scoping

Identify Issues
for Analysis

Refine
Proposed Action

Eliminate Alternatives
That Do Not Require
Detailed Analysis

Develop
Alternatives to the
Proposed Action

Gather Data and
Analyze the Reasonable
Alternatives

Describe the
Environmental Effects
of the Alternatives

Identify
Mitigation Measures

Implement and Monitor I

Coolwater-Lugo Transmlisslon Project




Visual Simulations
Segment 2: Lucerne Valley Cutoff Segment 3: North Lucerne Valley
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Visual Simulations

Segment 7: Hesperia Desert View Substation
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Existing view southwest from along Kimball Road, in a residential area at the edge of Hesperia Existing view west from Desert View Road in the Apple Valley area

._1_ . I S = e .-n : o) iﬂ.,
Simulated view southwest from along Kimball Road, ina residential area at the edge of Hesperia Simulated view west from Desert View Road in the Apple Valley area
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EIR/EIS Scoping Meetings

Coolwater-Lugo Transmission Project




Presentation Agenda

Welcome and Introduction

CEQA Lead Agency: California Public Utilities Commission
NEPA Lead Agency: Bureau of Land Management
Overview of the Proposed Project

Environmental Review Process

Public Comments

Conclusion




Purpose of the Meeting

To provide information to the public on the proposed project.

To describe the environmental review process and subsequent
decision making.

To solicit input from the public on environmental issues and
concerns, including alternatives and mitigation measures.

Please note that the agency representatives at the meeting are
responsible for the environmental review of the project, but are

not responsible for making decisions to approve or deny the
proposed project.




Oral Comments

After the agency presentations, members of the public may
provide oral comments on environmental topics.

To speak, you must first fill out a speaker registration card.

Speakers will be called to the microphone individually to provide
their comments.

Out of courtesy for others, please limit your comments to no more
than three minutes. If you have longer comments, you may come
to the microphone a second time after all others have finished
their comments.

Your speaking time may not be allocated to others.




Acronyms

CPUC: California Public Utilities Commission
BLM: Bureau of Land Management (Department of Interior)

CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act

NEPA: National Environmental Policy Act

EIR: Environmental Impact Report

EIS: Environmental Impact Statement

SCE: Southern California Edison (project applicant)




Key Players

California Public Utilities Commission
Regulates Investor-Owned Utilities in California
Responsible for compliance with CEQA

Bureau of Land Management
Administers activities and uses on designated federal lands
Responsible for compliance with NEPA and other federal laws

Southern California Edison
Provides electrical service to a large portion of So. California
Regulated by the CPUC




California Public Utilities Commission

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS




What Does the CPUC Regulate?

Investor-Owned Utilities (IOUs)
Electricity
Telephone Communication
Natural Gas
Water Supply
Transportation and Rail

Purpose: To ensure that utility services are provided to the public
in a safe and reliable manner for a reasonable price.




CPUC Process for Project Review

The CPUC process has two parts:
Ratemaking (need, cost, feasibility, and rates)
Environmental Review

Today’s meeting is about Environmental Review:
Compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)




CPUC Process for Project Review

i T CPUC Administrative Law Potential Hearings,
SCE Files Application | Judge Holds a Pre-Hearing —» Testimony on non-CEQA
Conference issues

CPUC Starts Independent 4
[ We are here Environmental Review

Process

\ 4

Draft Decision

Public comment> Public Scoping

A 4

CPUC Decision

Environmental Studies

Public comment> v

Final EIR




For Additional Information

WWW.CpPUC.Ca.govV




U.S. Bureau of Land Management

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS




BLM'’s Role

BLM Authority

Administration of public lands under Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA)

Lead agency for NEPA, National Historic Preservation Act, and other
federal law compliance

Administration of the BLM California Desert Conservation Plan (CDCA
1980, as Amended)

Review and processing of an EIS for compliance with NEPA, as well as a
CDCA Plan Amendment (PA)

Issuance of right-of-way grants for use of federal land

Lead agency for consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act




BLM Authorized Officer’s Role

Initial Response to Proposal

Pre-application Screening
Accept Application or Reject Proposal

Process Application / Land Use Plan Amendment (PA)
Conduct Formal Scoping
Prepare BLM Planning / NEPA Document (PA/EIS)
Conduct Public Comment and Review
Finalize BLM Planning / NEPA Document (PA/EIS)

Approve LUP Amendment / Decision on Application
Authorize the Use and Establish Monitoring
Administer Project through Termination of its Right-of-Way




Project Overview

COOLWATER-LUGO TRANSMISSION PROJECT




Project Overview

New high-voltage transmission
line extending from the
Coolwater Switchyard in
Daggett to the Lugo Substation
in Hesperia (approx. 64 miles)

New substation near Apple
Valley.

New telecommunication lines
between Apple Valley and
Desert View Substations and
between Gale and Pisgah
Substations.
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Transmission Structures

The northern 48 miles (approx.) would -
consist of a 220-kV circuit primarily on
double-circuit lattice steel towers (LSTs).

The southern 16.5 miles (approx.) would
consist of a 500-kV circuit on single-circuit
lattice steel towers.




Transmission Structures

About 29 miles of an existing 220-kV
transmission line would be removed
between Highway 247 and Lugo Substation.

About 16.5 miles of another existing 220-kV
transmission line would be removed
between the Desert View (new) and Lugo
substations.

New telecommunication lines would be
placed largely on existing wood poles.
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Environmental Review Process

CEQA AND NEPA




Purpose of Scoping

Project
Information

EIR/EIS Process
Information

B - S

Significant
Issues and
Concerns

Potential
Alternatives

Possible
Mitigation for
Adverse Impacts




Objectives of Environmental Review

|dentify significant issues

Assess potential impacts of the proposed project

Identify ways to avoid or reduce impacts

Disclose information about environmental impacts to the public

Provide environmental information to decision makers at the
CPUC and BLM

Decision makers will consider a range of factors in rendering their
decisions, not just environmental factors

The EIR/EIS does not make any recommendations for approving or
denying the proposed project




Decision to Prepare an EIR/EIS

The CPUC and BLM reviewed the applications and environmental
information submitted by SCE.

Based on this information, the CPUC and BLM each determined
that an EIR and an EIS need to be prepared.

An EIR/EIS is required when there are significant issues or
environmental effects associated with a proposed project.

The two agencies entered into a Memorandum of Understanding
to prepare a joint EIR/EIS document.




EIS
Process
(NEPA)

[ Publish Notice of Intent in Federal )
Register
L (§ 1501.7) )
- L
v Y
30-day Scoping Period
(§ 1501.7)
\, V.
Prepare Draft EIS
[ File Draft EIS with EPA and Publish NOA )
in Federal Register
X (§ 1502.19) )
Sz
4 M Y
90-day Draft EIS Public Review*
(§ 1503.1)
\, { } V.
Prepare Final EIS
[ File Final EIS with EPA and Publish NOA )
in Federal Register
X (§ 1502.19) )
5L
[ Record of Decision )
(§ 1502.19)

L (No sooner than 30 days after NOA publication) )

EIR
Process
(CEQA)

a N
g Y
Y-

h N
30-day Scoping Period
(§ 15083)
\. _J
Prepare Draft EIR
[ File Notice of Completion and Publish )
Notice of Availability
L (§ 15085) )
4 {'} Y
45-day Draft EIR Public Review*
(§ 15087)
o V.
Prepare Final EIR
4 v N

\

Provide responses to agency comments
at least 10 days prior to project approval

y

Sz

\

[ Final EIR Certificatisn, Findings of Fact, A

and Notice of Determination
(§§ 15090, 15091, 15094)

y

* Because the project involves a plan amendment, BLM’s procedures require a 90-day review period for the Draft EIS.



EIR/EIS Process

Public Input Public Input
Scoping Draft EIR/EIS
Meetings Meetings

Notice of
Preparation &

R e Respond to

Publish Draft 90-day Public Comments &
Comments &
. EIR/EIS
Identify Issues

Review Period Publish Final
EIR/EIS

Notice of
Intent

Approve the SCE Obtains Monitor
CPUC and BLM e
Post-EIR/EIS Approve the Mitigation Permits from Construction
Process Project Monitoring Regulatory for Compliance

Program Agencies with Mitigation




Environmental Resources and Issues

Air Resources Mineral Resources
Biological Resources Noise

Climate Change Paleontological Resources
Cultural Resources Recreation

Environmental Justice Transportation and Travel

Geology and Soil Resources Management

Hazards and Hazardous Utilities and Public Services
Materials Visual Resources

Lands and Realty Water Resources




Next Steps

Analyze scoping comments and identify issues

Formulate alternatives

Conduct impact analysis

Formulate mitigation measures
Prepare Draft EIR/EIS




Written and Oral Public Comments

COOLWATER-LUGO TRANSMISSION PROJECT EIR/EIS




How to Submit Written Comments

Please focus your comments on environmental concerns

Submit comments in any of the following ways:

Fill out a comment form Mail comments to: E-mail comments to:
d submit it at thi
an s.u mit .a !s. . Coolwater-Lugo Scoping CLTP-EIR-EIS@aspeneg.com
meeting (or fill mail it in .
after the meeting) c/o Aspen Environmental Group
| 5020 Chesebro Rd., Suite 200

Agoura Hills, CA 91301
Comments must be received or postmarked by September 3, 2014

All comments will become public information
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Oral Comments

(Please fill out a speaker registration card)




Thank you for coming.
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