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known_party responsible fdt%the;violationfd%gthé f;§6fdéf{6n.; If the property
owner .or ‘other responsible party disagrees with the County’s determination

‘that the ‘tree cutting violates'this Part, proof may be submitted to the ,

Planning Director,” including ‘documentation ‘and professional ‘tree surgeon or
arborist-‘reports ‘that'a tree ‘cutting’permit is'not:required. ' If the Planning’
Director ‘determines ‘that"a tree cutting permit’is required, ‘the property owner
‘and/or ‘party responsible for ‘the ‘tree cutting ork shall apply for the neces-

sary tree ‘cutting permit within a specified time period set by the Planning
Director‘ GosETT S R o PR -T' A B r:"“.-'. ."‘:{-—’-‘"":"‘-‘-}’.'F ‘ r R B
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12.0: N _OF - EXPUNC [. A notice ‘of ‘expungement ‘of the T
notice of violation shall 'be recorded with the office ‘of the County Recorder
when: e T T T
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' (a) The'Plahning direqton;qr btheruéppél]étgtadthority,détermines thét:a tree
| cutting permit, isnot requived; or~ L.

(b) A1l permit conditions have been met including those conditions imposed as
- part of project review under any other provisions of the San Mateo County
- Ordinance Code for the parcel affected by the notice of violation.  The
meeting of any long 'term ‘conditions, such as maintenance of replacement
plantings is to be guaranteed by a surety deposit to run with the Jand
and the term for which shall not be imposed as a demand for meeting these
requirements for theé expungement. o - ' ST

-

This Ordinance was adopted in its entirety on May 15, 1990 as Ordinance Mo.
3229. This action repealed and- added Part Three of Division VIII, San Mateo
cpun?y_Ordinancg cOde; T o ' -
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Department or any. other peace officer flnds any tree cutt1ng ‘activity for
which 'a permit under this Part is required but not issued, or the posting as
required in this Part has not been properly perform_ or the tree cutting i
not in substantial compliance with an issued permit or'the .plans e
cations relating thereto, or a valid tree cutt1ng pérmit is not 1mmed1ate1y
present at the job site, an order to cease work may be issued. No further
tree cutting may be done except upon approval of the Planning D1rector.
Conditions may be imposed as necessary to protect the health, safety and
welfare of the public, 1nc1ud1ng the condition that correct1ve work be done
within a designated time in accordance with the provisions of this Part, or
as may be provided by law in Division VI (Zoning Regulations), San Mateo
County Ordinance Code. In the event that the Planning Director determines
“that one or more significant trees have been cut without the required permit
or permits, the following additional requ1rements sha11 be imposed:

(a) A stop work notice may be 1ssued on a11 construct1on of any kind on the
-property to remain in effect until the rema1n1ng requ1rements of this
sect1on are satisfied. o o

(b) The owner of the affected property sha11 be requ1red to obta1n a perm1t
in accordance with Chapter 3 of this Part, and shall pay all fees and
satisfy all conditions in connection. thereW1th.

(c) The stop work notice shall remain in effect and no construction shall be
allowed on the affected property, until the expiration of such period of
time as may be prescr1bed by the Planning Director for the maintenance of
the replacement trees in accordance with Section 12,024, as set forth
hereinabove. ;

SECTION 12.032.2. VIOLATIONS: CITATION FOR INFRACTION. A citation, as des-
cribed in Chapter 2. 5 of D1v1s1on I of the San Mateo County Ordinance Code,
may also be issued. Any person to whom a citation is issued under the pro-
visions of this Part shall be subject to a fine, as follows: Upon a first
violation, by a fine not exceeding One -Hundred Dollars ($100); for a second.
violation within a period of one (1) year, by a fine not exceedlng Two Hundred
- Dollars ($200); and for any additional violation within a period of one (1)

year, by a fine not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500), in accordance with
Section 25132 of the Government Code. If personal: service of a citation is
made on a tree cutting operator, a second citation for the same infraction may
be personally served on the record owner of the property. For the purposes of
this Section each single tree being cut without benefit of a permit shall con-
stitute a separate infraction, the fine being cumulative.

SECTION 12,032.3. VIOLATIONS: CUMULATIVE REMEDIES. The remedies for viola-

tions set forth in Sections 12,032 and 12,032.2 can be enforced separately or
cumulatively. In addition to the pena1t1es provided for in this Chapter, any
violations may be addressed by civil action.

SECTION 12.032.4. VIOLATIONS: RECORDATION OF NOTICE OF VIOLATION. A notice
- of violation may be recorded in the office of the County Recorder for non-
compliance with the provisions of this Part. The Planning Director shall

: 'not1fy by certified mail the owner of the affe ed re ,property and any other'




COUNTY OF SAN MATEO
PLANNING AND BUILDING DIVISION
(Excerpt from the San Mateo County Ordinance Code)

REGULATION OF THE REMOVAL AND TRIMMING OF HERITAGE TREES
ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY
(Ordinance No. 2427 - April 5, 1977)

CHAPTER 1. PURPOSE, FINDINGS. INTENT. AND POLICY

SECTION 11,000. The Board of Supervisors finds and declares that the County
of San Mateo is an area of great natural beauty and that its outstanding
heritage tree population has been and continued to be an invaluable asset in
contributing to the economic, environmental, and aesthetic stability of the
County and the welfare of its people and of future generations. The County is
a highly desirable residential, business, and recreational area because of its
great scenic beauty, its forests, trees and beaches, mountains, proximity to
the San Francisco Bay and the Pacific Ocean, its equable climate, its parks
and recreational areas, and other natural characteristics. Irresponsible,
wanton, and wholesale destruction of heritage trees could, among other things,
diminish such beauty, scientific and histor{cal values, adversely affect the
environment, reduce property values, detract from scenic highways, and destroy
the County’s recreational economy.

SECTION 11.001. The Board of Supervisors further finds and declares that it
has already passed legislation to regulate. the commercial harvesting of forest
products in this County and that it does not intend by this enactment to
affect that ordinance, but that it is the intention of the Board to control
and supervise in a reasonable manner the cutting of heritage trees within the
unincorporated area of the County as herein prescribed.

SECTION 11,002. It is further found and declared that, for the above reasons
and in order to protect and preserve heritage trees in San Mateo County on
both public and private property and to enhance the environment, the economy,
and promote the general welfare and prosperity of the County, while respecting
and recognizing individual rights to develop, maintain, and enjoy private
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028.: 'PPEALSJxﬂIhé;appTibaﬁﬁfbh%any=bthéf*pe?sdn7ﬂﬁd’i$ aggrieved
by the issuance .or:nion-~issuanceof :the=permit ‘or -any conditidns+thereof, or by
~any other action taken by the Planning Director as authorized by this Part,

- may appeal.:in the:manner.set:forth below. s'A statement: byithe' appellant shall
- be required -indicating how.the appellant- is aggrieved:or:adversely: affected by
the decision. - At:the time the ‘appeal is heard,:‘the .Planning :Commission ‘shall

'rulegupon-the[appellant’Sﬂstandihg.asvan;aggrievedwpantyﬁﬁplf:thq:p1ann1ng
~-Commission rules that the appellant is not aggrieved,::alT further proceedings
- shall be stayed except that the appellant may appeal the Planning Commission
* - decision on standing to the Board of-Supervisors as herein: provided. :* -

NI AL Ly

(a) Any action under this Part taken. by:the Planning Director may: be appealed
to the Planning Commission by filing a written notice of appeal with the E
,-a;Secretary-of;thewPJanning?ﬁbmmissibn;within=teni(IO)“daysﬂpfﬁthefissuance
~ or denial of said permit. :The -Planning Commission ‘shall hear such appeal
w. - iWithin thirty (30) -days of:the date of filing of the written protest.
-+ zzThe Planning .Commission shall render.a decision on ‘the-appeal-within
... uTifteen-(15) days;of-public hearing.” The Planning Director shall notify
. 14 -the affected:parties +sai -action:as provided for in Section 12,022.
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.~ (b) Any action under this Part taken by the Planning Commission may be
-+ ..~ appealed :to- the:Board of : Supervisors’by.filing a written notice of ‘appeal
with the Secretary of the Planning Commission within ‘(10):days from the
decision of the Planning Commission. The Board of Supervisors shall hear
such appeal within.sixty (60) days and render a decision within fifteen
(15) days following such hearing. -The decision of the ‘Board of:Super-

visors shall be final. The action taken by the Board of Supervisors
shall be reported to the affected parties as provided for in Section

. 12,022 hereiny. - - . 5 : Co T '

-

CHAPTER 4. INSPECTIONS, VIOLATIONS -

. o N - .. Filing .of-an. ...
:application for a Tree Cutting:Permit shall-constitute'a grant of-permission
- for:County -personnel:concerned .with ‘administering this Part to enterithé " -
subject permit area ‘during :normal working hours:from ‘thé:date of application.
to the completion of any approved action for the purpose of inspecting said

area for compliance with these rules and applicable law. Such right of entry
shall:be granted by the landowner through the duration of ‘any requirements to
maintain replacement trees as conditions to the permit. - =~ ~ =~ -

SECTION 12,031. INSPECTION. The Planning Department may cause sufficient
inspections :to be made of the permit area-to assure compliance with the .
Pprovisions: of this part.and the .requirements of ‘any applicable ‘Taw.* Upon -
_comp]etionvdf=aﬁy*ﬁnSpect$Oh;ﬂthe?permittee'shaT]“befgiven“§1Wﬁfﬁﬁeﬁ-notfge .
of any vioTafﬁons'obserVEd“at'tﬁﬁﬂfimé'of’1nspéctioﬁ*fbr”coﬁrééﬁﬁéﬁ theréof.




property to the fullest possible extent, consistent with the public interest,
convenience, and necéssity, it is necessary to enact this ordinance and
regulate the removal of heritage trees in the unincorporated area of San Mateo
County. Designation of a heritage tree does not give or intend to give the
public access to, or use or enjoyment of, private property.

CHAPTER 2. PRESERVATION OF TREES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
SECTION 11,050. DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of this part, the following
words shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this section:

(a) "Person" means individuals, firms, associations and corporations, and
agents, employees or representatives thereof.

(b) "County" means the County of San Mateo acting by and through its.
authorized representatives.

(c) "Tree" means a woody plant which has the inherent capacity of producing
naturally one main erect axis of at least 12 feet, continuing to grow

for a number of years more vigorously than.the lateral axes.

(d) "D.B.H." means diameter outside bark, 4 1/2 feet above average ground
level. '

(e) "Basal area" means the cross-sectional area.

(f) "Exotic Tree" means any tree introduced into areas of the County where
such trees are not native as a part of their natural distribution.

(9) "Heritage Tree" means any of the following:
Class 1 shall inc]ude any tree or grove of trees so designated after
Board inspection, advertised public hearing and resolution by the Board

of Supervisors. The affected property owners shall be given proper
written notice between 14 and 30 days prior to inspection and/or hearing
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Maintenance shall be required for no less tham: two. (2) and no more
than five (5) years as determined by the Planning-Director. e

(4) Loss of any particular replacement prior to:the. termination of the
~ maintenance period shall require the landowner at his/her expense to
- replace the.lost tree or trees. -Under such: ¢circumstances, the main-
‘tenance period will be automatically extended.for-a period of two
(2) additional years. . . .: S o
(5) Release of -either the performance .or maintenance surety shall only
be allowed upon the satisfactory installation or maintenance and
~upon inspection by the County. . -~ -... .. . . . :

(6) Where a tree or trees have béen removed on undeveloped Tands in the
-~ RH/DR district and no existing water system is available on the
- . parcel, the replacement tree or trees, if required to be installed,
... shall. be of sufficient size that watering need not be done by: auto-
-matic means. Under such circumstances, water can be imported by
tank. or some other suitable method which would ensure tree survival
in accordance with subparagraphs (4) and (5), above.

(7) Pbstpohing'the p]ahfihg"of rgpiaéement trees-taﬁ;be done if approved
by the Design Review Administrator. B -

(c) Use of measures to effect erosion control, soil and water retention and
diversion or control of -increased flow of surface waters.

(d) Use of measures to insure that the contemp}ated:actioh will not have
adverse environmental effects relating to shade, noise buffers, protec-

tion from wind, air pollution and historic features.

(e) Removal of posting following all tree cutting activity and inspection- by
the County. S C RS

SECTION 12,025. PERMIT ON SITE. The approved Tree Cutting Permit shall be

posted on the site at all times during the tree cutting operation and shall.be

~available to any person for inspection.. .The issued permit shall:be .posted in
a conspicuous place at eye level at a point nearest the street. S

SECTION 12.026. EXPIRATION OF PERHfT. If work-authorizéd by an approved
permit is not commenced within a period of one year from the date of approval,
-the permit shall be considered void. '

SECTION 12,027. EMERGENCIES. . In case of emergency, caused by the hazardous
or dangerous condition of a tree and requiring immediate action for the safety
of Tife or property, such necessary action may be taken to remove the tree or
otherwise reduce or eliminate the hazard without complying with the other
provisions of this Part, except that the person responsible for the cutting or
removal of the trees shall report such action to the Planning Director within
five (5) working days thereafter, and the provisions:regarding replacement
trees in .accordance with Section 12,024 of this;Part shall be required.

el
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by the Board.

Class 2 shall include any of the following trees, healthy and generally

free from diseaée, with diameter equal to or greater than the sizes
Tisted:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

Acer macrophyllum - Bigleaf Maple of more than 36 inches in d.b.h.
west of Skyline Boulevard or 28 inches east of Skyline Boulevard.

Arbutus menziesii - Madrone with a single stem or multiple stems
touching each other 4 1/2 feet above the ground of more than 48
inches in d.b.h., or clumps visibly connected above ground with a
basal area greater than 20 square feet measured 4 1/2 feet above
average ground level.

Chrysolepis chrysophylla - Golden Chinquapin of more than 20 inches
in d.b.h.

Cupressus abramsiana - A1l Santa Cruz Cypress trees.

Fraxinus latifolia - Oregon Ash of more than 12 inches in d.b.h.

Lithocarpus densiflorus - Tan Oak of more than 48 inches in d.b.h.

Pseudotsuga menziesii - Douglas Fir of more than 60 inches in
d.b.h. east of Skyline Boulevard and north of Highway 92.

Quercus agrifolia - Coast Live Oak of more than 48 inches in d.b.h.

Quercus chrysolepis - Canyon Live Oak of more than 40 inches in
d.b.h.

Quercus garryana -~ All Oregon White Oak trees.



, J -The;. P]ann1ngL01rector or any -
other: person or :body charged‘wn h”determ1n1ng:whether.'o r 0 onally
grant .or.deny a‘Tree. Cutting or Trimming:Perm y ) only if

~one or more of the fo]]owing ) dnngshare made e

)

-(a) The tree. (1) is.. d1$eased (2) could. adverse]y affect th.‘" ieval health
‘and safety, (3) could cause substantial damage; (4) is a- uisance;

(5) is in danger of falling; (6) is too c]osely ated t K
.proposed structures -consistent: with LCP-Policy.8 ¥ (7)-me
dards for tree removal of Chapter 28.1 (Design Rev1ew District
San Mateo County .zoning regulations; :(8) -substantially detv
value of the property; . (9) -interferes with utility 'service
with San Mateo County Local Coastal Program (LCP) Policy
acts as a host.for a plant.which :is parasitic:to: anotherispec 0
which is in danger of being infested or exterminated by the parasite;
-(11) is a substantial fire hazard; or (12):will:bereplaced by p1ant1ngs
.. _approved by the Planning Director or Des1gn Rev1ew Adm1n1strator, un]ess

.special, cond1t1on5a1nd1cate@otherW1se. e e e 2 o

(b) The requ1red act1on is necessary (1) to ut111ze the property 1n a manner
which -is;.of greater; public; value than any environmental: degradation
“caused by the action; or (2) to allow reasonable economic or other enJoy-
-ment .of the property. These f1nd1ngs cannot be made for any- property in
the Coasta] Zone. NI : : L . _

SECTION 12,024 CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL. In granting any permit as prOV1ded
herein, the Planning Director, P]ann1ng Commission, or Board of Supervisors
may attach reasonable conditions to insure comp1mance with the 1ntent and
purpose of th1s ord1nance lnclud1ng, :but. no e

(a) 0uts1de of thefRH/DR d1str1ct rep1acement of rees'removed sha11 be W1th
p1ant1ngs,of tree acceptab]e -to..the. L

(b) - In the RH/DRud1str th rep1acemen sha]lﬁbed1n a)manner and quant1ty
. prescribed .by.the. Des1gn Rev1ew Comm1ttee but sha]] not exceed the -
fo]low1ng spec1f1cat1ons,s_ g ooz SO

N

(1) For each 1oss of a s1gn1f1cant-1nd1genous tree in. the RH/DR d1str1ct

: there shall be a replacement with three (3) or more trees, as deter-
mined by the Planning D1rector, of. the same spec1es us1ng at 1east
f1ve (5) gallon s1ze stock. -

(2) For each loss of a s1gn1f1cant exot1c tree in- the RH/DR d1str1ct
there shall be a replacement with three (3) or more trees, as
- determined by the Planning Director, from a Tist maintained by the
Planning Director. . ‘Substitutes for trees.listed by the Planning
Director may be considered but only when good: reason and data are
provided which show that the substitute tree can surV1'
- flourish. in the reg1ona1 clﬁmat1C“ ot f o]

(3)11Rep1acement trees for trees removed Anith
~ ‘require a surety depos;t for both performano
stak1ng'-and rov1d n A




(h)

(3)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

Quercus kellogii - Black Oak of more than 32 inches in d.b.h.

Quercus wislizenii - Interior Live Oak of more than 40 inches in
d.b.h.

Quercus lobata - Valley Oak of more than 48 inches in d.b.h.

Quercus douqlasii - Blue Oak of more than 30 inches in d.b.h.

Umbellularia ca1ifornica - California Bay or Laurel with a single
stem or mu]tip]e'stems touching each other 4 1/2 feet above the
ground of more than 48 inches in d.b.h., or clumps visibly
connected above ground with a basal area of 20 square feet measured
4 1/2 feet above average ground level.

Torreya californica - California Nutmeg of more than 30 inches in-
d.b.h.

Sequoia sempervirens - Redwood of more than 84 inches in d.b.h.
west of Skyline Boulevard or 72 inches d.b.h. east of Skyline

Boulevard.

"Protected Tree" means a tree specially listed as endangered by either
the California Native Plant Society’s List as amended or the Federal
Register or any tree species designated protected by the Board of

Supervisors.

"Private Property" means all property not owned by the County of San
Mateo or any other public agency.

"Public Property" means all property owned by a public entity which is
controlled or regulated by San Mateo County.



(¢) A map or accurate sketch of Toéation and trees ‘proposed to be cut (show
©" other significant treesjshrubs, buildings or proposed buildings within
- 25 feet.of any trees proposed to be cut inc1udipgjany off the?parteT;

photographs may be used to' show the area). -

(d) Method for marking the tree proposed to be trimmed, cut down, removed or
- destroyed. - R -

(ei~ be§¢ription;§f'methpdﬂté'pe-uéed iﬁvremoving or trimming the tree.

(f); Description>of trée,p1éﬁt{hg or reb1écement program, including detailed
.---plans for an irrigation‘program, if required. T L

:(g)7-Reasdné,fof-propqsihgfreﬁovéljorlﬁrimming of the tree.
(h)! Stfeéf é&dréés«Whéﬁeifréefis 1dcated.

.({)v'Geﬁéral heaitﬁ of.tree to be'trimméd, cut down or removed, as dbcdmented
by a Ticensed tree surgeon or arborist.

(j)n'therfpert}néﬁf:infokmaﬁioh.whith:the P1anning'Direc£or may require.

SECTION 12.021.1. FEES. The application for a tree cutting permit shall be
accompanied by a fee as set by resolution of the Board of Supervisors.

SECTION 12,021.2; POSTING NOTICE OF APPLICATION. The.épplicant éhaT] cause
a notice of application on a form provided by the San Mateo County Planning

Division to be posted on each tree for which a permit is required and in at
“Teast two conspicuous locations clearly visible to the public, preferably on
the roadside at eye level, on or close to the property affected indicating the
date, a brief description of the application, the identification of the sub-.
ject property, the address to which comments may be directed and from which
further information may be obtained, and the final date for receipt of com-
ments.. The applicant shall indicate on the application his or her affidavit
that this notice will be posted for at least ten. (10) -calendar days after the
~ 'submission of the completed application. : - _ _

SECTION 12,022. ACTION ON PERMIT. The Planning Director shall review the
application and, if necessary, inspect the site and shall determine on the
basis of the information provided, the site inspection and the criteria con
tuned herein whether to grant, grant with conditions, or deny the permit.
Whenever any action is taken on a permit, the PTanning Director shall provide
the applicant with a written statement indicating said action, and conditions
imposed and the findings made in taking such action.

SECTION 12,022.1.  SCENIC CORRIDORS. Any permits which involve substantial
alteration of vegetation within a scenic corridor shall be acted upon by the
~Planning Commission.: The Planning Commission may approve, conditionally




(k) "Trim" means the cutting of or removal of any 1imbs, branches or roots
of trees which will not seriously impair the health of trees.

SECTION 11.051. PERMIT REQUIRED TO REMOVE, DESTROY. OR TRIM TREES. It shall
be unlawful for any person to cut down, destroy, move or trim any heritage
tree growing on any public or private property within the unincorporated area
of San Mateo County without first obtaining a permit from the San Mateo County
Planning Department except as herein provided. The Planning Director may re-
quire that a permit for trimming of a heritage tree in an area defined by the
General Plan as urbanized be carried out only by a licensed tree surgeon. A
minimal charge shall be made for permits required by this ordinance.

Any area to which a valid Timber Harvesting Permit -applies is exempt from this
Ordinance.

SECTION 11.052. APPLICATION FOR AND GRANTING OF PERMITS. Any person desiring
to cut down, destroy, move or trim one or more heritage trees on public or
private property must apply to the San Mateo County Planning Department for

a Heritage Tree Removal/Trimming Permit form provided by the Planning Depart-
ment. Said application shall identify the species, contain the number, size
and location of the trees or trees involved, contain a brief statement of the
reason for the requested action, and describe any other pertinent information
the Planning Director may require. Within 20 working days of receipt of the
application, tho Planning Director or his authorized representative shall
inspect the premises and trees and shall ascertain which trees may be trimmed,
cut down, destroyed, moved, or removed; provided however, the Planning Direc-
tor may upon receipt of the application and such information, maps, sketches
and/or photographs as he deems sufficient, make a determination without an
~inspection; provided further, failure to act within 20 days shall not be
deemed approval. If trimming is to be performed by a licensed tree surgeon,
the tree surgeon’s inspection and decision may be accepted by the Planning
Director for purposes of compliance with this section.




(b) . Tree cutt1ng 1n the Resource Management\GRM}or:RM/CZ),,T1mber1and
' ““Production Zone (TPZ or TPZ/CZ), and Planned Agricultural: (PAD).
districts, except within 100 feet of any County: or State scenic road or
highway, as identified in the San Mateo County General Plan, provided
that any tree.cutting inithe RM RM/CZ or PAD di,tricts sh be subaect
; to;.Section  12:020. 3. : AN Loy o

(c)'mTree cutttng'to remove a hazard to Jife-and: personal property as deter- o
‘mined by the Planning Director, Director of Public Works, or Officer of
the Ca11forn1a Department of Forestry and F1re Protect10n. o

-(95 '

ree cutt1ng where there 1s,a un1que area w1th a tree management program.

sad e n e bl L QPR NIV IS
,ree cutt1ng which has been author1zed by.the P1ann1ng Comm1sston Des1gn
ReV1ew Committee, -or P1ann1ng Director.as part:of:a permit- approval
proeesi 1n,wh1ch the prov1s1ons of th1s:PartohaV‘;been considered and
app 1e ,;, o . ape: c . N PP . » < P ',\_- oo

i

'SECTION. 12,020.2. .- TRIMMING IN THE RH/DR DISTRICT: neA perm1t sha11 be requ1red
in the RH/DR. d1str1ct for:the trimming:of.-significant.indigenous trees where
the cut results in the removal of a branch or cutting of the trunk which is 19
inches or greater in circumference at the point of the cut. Exempt from the
provisions of this paragraph are instances where, as determined:by: the : - =
Planning Director,. "1imb break" or-other :natural occurrences cause the loss

of the crown or 1imb of a tree and such loss requires additional corrective
cutting. Under such circumstances, appropriate tree surgery may be required,
but no perm1t is needed

(a) Within-the Resource :Management :(RM-or .RM/CZ) district,: the .criteria of
Sections 6324 through 6326.4 shall apply and any perm1t issued.for such
area shall constitute a Certificate of Compliance as required by Sect1on
,6461 of the San Mateo County Zon1ng Regu]at1ons.

; (b): W1th1n the Planned Agricu]turalw(PAD) d1str1ct;sthe criteria of Sect1ons
776324 "through 6326.4 shalT “apply, 1n addition to the requirements, if any,
of a Coasta1 Deve]opment Permit

SECTION 12'021 PERMIT APPLICATIONS._ Any person des1r1ng to cut down,
remove, destroy or cause-to be removed any tree regulated herein shall apply
to the San Mateo County Planning Division for a Tree Cutting Permit on forms
provided. Said application shall be accompanied by such drawings, written
material, photographs and other information as are necessary to prov1de data
concern1ng trees within :the affected areay. wh1ch sha11 ﬂnc1ude. -

(a) The diameter and he1ght of the tree.»

(b) . The type of trees (e g s con1ferous, evergreen‘hardwood and dec1duous
hardwood) : wrin iy C e RS




If no action on the approved permit is taken within a period of one year from
the date of approval, the permit shall be considered void. The determination
of the Planning Director in granting or denying the permit or in affixing
conditions shall be based upon the following criteria:

(2) The general health of the tree;
(b) The anticipated Tongevity of the tree;
(c) Whether the tree is a public nuisance;

(d) Proximity to existing or proposed structures and interference with
utility services; -

(e) The necessity of the required action to construct improvements or
otherwise allow economic or other enjoyment of the property;

(f) The number, species, size and Tocation of existing trees in the area;
(9) The effect of the requested action in terms of historic values;

(h) The topography of the land and effect of the requested action on
erosion, soil retention, water retention, and diversion or increased
flow of surface waters.

The Planning Director may refer the application to another -department, com-
mittee, or person for report and recommendation.

In granting a Heritage Tree Removal/Trimming Permit, the Planning Director may
attach reasonable conditions to insure compliance with the content and purpose
of this ordinance, such as, but not 1imited to, requiring replacement of trees
removed with plantings acceptable to the Planning Director. If a permit is
denied or conditions attached, the Planning Director shall provide the appli-
cant with a written statement of the reasons for said denial or conditions

-6 -



culture, ‘or-tree ecology to provide the necessary technical assistance in the
admihistrﬁtﬁbn-hereqf;ﬁ- B R R L st

SECTION 12,016.. “COMMUNITY OF TREES":shall mean a group -of trees of any size
~which are ecologically or aesthetically related to each other such -that Joss

of several of them would cause a significant ecological, aesthetic, or envi-

ronmental impact -in the immediate -area., v - - - . IR

SECTION 12,017. "INDIGENOUS TREE" ‘shall mean a tree known to be a native San

‘Mateo County tree. :The term may be narrowed in its meaning to include only

- those trees known to occur naturally in a certain portion of the County.  In
-.the Emerald Lake Hills Community Plan area,"indigenous tree shall include the
following species of trees:: Salix:coulteri, Salix lasiolepis, Salix lasiandra
(all+native willows); Acer negundo californica (box elder); Aesculus
californica (buckeye); Arbutus menziesii (madrone); Quercus agrifolia (coast
live oak); Quercus lobata (valley oak); Quercus douglasii (blue oak); and
Unbellularia californica (California bay laurel).  This 1ist may be amended to
include indigenous trees:not“cuhrentlyiknown}toxoccur'naturaIIy upon -confir- -
mation by .a reputable authority on native trees of San Mateo County. =

Sécfloﬁfiztﬁié.- "EXOTIC TREE" shall mean any tree known not to be a native
indigenous tree, hence any tree which has been planted:-or has escaped from

cultivation..

SECTION 12.019. "TRIM" meéns the cutting of or removal of any limbs or

branches of trees which will not seriously impair the health of trees. ' For

the purposes of this :Part, . the definition of trim shall.not. apply’ to: anyitree -
being grown as an orchard tree or other fruit or non-indigenous ornamental
tree for which trimming and pruning are-considered'b?dinary‘hortitu1tura1 :
practices.:.. . . . .o CoeL RS T IR

FiroToe

SECTION 12,020. PERMIT REQUIRED. Except as provided in Section 12,020.1,
- below, a permit shall be required under this Part for the cutting down,
removing, poisoning or otherwise killing or destroying or causing to be
removed any significant tree or community of trees, whether indigenous or
exotic, on any private property. - ' T

 SECTION 12.020.1. EXEMPTIONS. No permits shall be required under this Part
in the following circumstances: o | “
(a) 'Tree cutting carried out under the provision§ of Parts One (Timber

» Harvesting Regulations) and Two (Regulation of the Cutting of Heritage
. Trees) of Division VIII of the San Mateo_County Ordinance_COde;agaﬁ;




based upon the above standards.

The Planning Director shall give priority to those applications based upon
imminent hazard.

SECTION 11,053. EMERGENCIES. If an emergency develops which requires immedi-
ate response for the safety of life or property, action may be taken by
seeking oral permission of the Planning Director, notwithstanding other pro-
visions contained in this chapter. If the Planning Director is not available
and action must be taken, the Planning Director shall be notified within a
reasonable time thereafter. Such emergencies shall be exempt from Heritage
Tree/Trimming Permit procedures.

SECTION 11.054. PRESERVATION AND MAINTENANCE OF EXiSTING TREES.

(1) When proposed structures or developments encroach into the dripline area
of any heritage tree, special construction to allow irrigation and aera-
tion of roots, as determined by the Planning Director, may be required
with respect to any application for a building permit.

(2) The existing ground surface within the dripline of the heritage tree
shall not be cut, filled, compacted, or paved without having first
obtained permission of the Planning Director. Tree wells or other
techniques may be used where advisable. Excavation adjacent to such
trees, where material damage to the root system will result, shall be
allowed only after obtaining a permit as provided under Sections 11,051
and 11,052. '

(3) ATl applications for building permits, use permits, variances and other
applicable permit applications shall be accompanied by a scaled plot
plan indicating the location, size and species of heritage trees as
defined in this Ordinance, which may be impacted upon by said permit

~execution. '



- SECTION 12,002,  PURPOSE. - The -Board.of:Supervisors further finds and declares
that it is necessary to enact ithis ordinance for:the above reasons and to pro-
mote the.public health, safety, general welfare and prosperity of the County,
~while respecting and recognizing individual rights to develop, maintain and
enjoy private property.to the fullest. possible extent, .consistent with the
public interest, convenié and-ne ity. - - Rl .
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SECTION 12,012.:. "SIGNIFICANT:TREE" shall mean any live woedy plant*¥ising. <:
-above the ground with a single stem or.trunk of -a circunference. of thivrty-
eight inches (38") or more measured at four and one half feet (4 1/2°)
vertically above the ground or-immediately below the Jowest branch, whichever
is Tower, and having the inherent capacity of naturally producing one main -
axis continuing to grow more vigorously than the Tateral axes. ! - =i=2mi
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SECTION 12,011. "COUNTY" shall mean ‘the County of San Mateo acting

B o

Frvern et ‘( R B S ¢ E

Sin ity 87 e w0 F s PR el B AR T
- SE ‘ 1. In the RH/DR Zore Districts: the definition of ‘significant
tree shall include all trees in excess of nineteen ‘inches (19") in circum- .

. . e R B R N TRCHIE SR WA TE B B S SR

ference. .

P

'SECTfHNiiZ'bli.'hﬁﬁﬁiVAfE PROPERTY" shall méaniaii b}bpérty'not*ownediby the
County of San Mateo or any other pub]ic.agency3f B e

SECTION 12.014. "PUBLIC PROPERTY" shall mean all property owned by the County
of San Mateo, any other city, county, city and county, special district or
other;pub]i;'agency=imcthe;unincovporated area’of*San Mateo: Coun Al
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SECTION 11.055. BUILDING PERMITS. When any building permit is applied for
pursuant to the San Mateo County Ordinance Code and a proposed structure would
require the cutting down, destruction, moving, removal, or trimming of one or
more heritage trees, the Building Inspection Section of the Building Construc-
tion and General Services Department shall refer the matter to the Planning
Director who shall take into consideration the provisions of this Ordinance
before signing the building permit.

CHAPTER 3. PRESERVATION OF HERITAGE TREES - ENFORCEMENT.

SECTION 11,100. NOTIFICATION. Any person who owns or controls a heritage
tree shall give 60 days notice to the County of San Mateo of intent to sel]
Tands upon- which those trees are growing if such lands are contiguous to an
.existing County park.

SECTION 11,101. CUTTING, STRIPPING AND KINDRED ACTIONS FORBIDDEN. Any person
who willfully strips off bark from, trims, cuts burls, branches or leaves
from, defaces or gouges any part, or destroys by fire any Heritage Tree
Tocated in the unincorporated area of San Mateo County without hav1ng first
received author1ty under the provisions of the County Timber Harvesting
Ordinance or under provisions of this Part is guilty of a misdemeanor and is
punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than
five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment in the County jail for not
less than 25 nor more than 150 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

CHAPTER 4. APPEALS.

SECTION 11,150. APPEALS. The applicant, or any other person, who is
aggrieved by the issuance or non-issuance of the permit or any conditions
thereof may appeal as set forth below. A statement by the appellant shall be
required indicating how he is aggrieved or adversely affected by the decision.
At the time the appeal is heard, the Planning Commission shall rule upon the
appellant’s standing as an aggrieved party. If the Planning Commission rules
that the appellant is not aggrieved, all further proceedings shall be stayed

-8 -
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~ OF SAN MATEO COUNT
(Part Three of D1v1s1on VIII of the San Mateo County 0rd1nance Code)

T

CHAPTER 1. - FINDINGS .INTENTvANDVPURPOSE

SECTION 12.000. FINDINGS. :The Board of Superv1sors finds and declares that
the existing and future trees and tree communities located within the County
of San Mateo are a valuable and distinctive.natural .resource..: The trees and
tree communities -of the County augment the economic base. through provision of
resources for forest products, encouragement of tour1sm, and enhancement of
the 1iving environment. These resources are a major component of both the
highly-localized and area-wide environment.: The following environmental con-
sequences are among those.which could result from the indiscriminate removaI
or destruction of trees and tree communities in San Mateo County:

(a) -Modification of m1croc11mates.

(b) Change or e11m1nat1on of an1ma1 hab1tat poss1b1y 1nc1ud1ng habitats of
endangered species.

(c) .Change in soil conditions,. resu1t1ng 1n mod1f1ed b1o]og1ca1 act1v1ty and
eros1on of so1Is.;ﬁ=- S L RN :

.(d)'-Creat1on of. 1ncreased suscept1b111ty of rood hazards.
(e)‘-Increased r1sk of IandsI1des. -

() ‘Increased cost of construct1on and maintenance of dra1nage system through
s increased row and. d1vers1on of surface waters. L

(9) Degradat1on of the human hab1tat

| (h) Loss of environmental benefits of trees in neighborhoods, such as noise
- reduction, oxygen replacement, carbon dioxide reduction, 1ntercept1on of
particulates, aesthetic qualities.. : :

(i) Potential for 1rreparab1e wind damage to adjaoent trees.

SECTION 12.001. INTENT The Board of Superv1sors further f1nds and declares

that it has already passed legislation to regulate the commercial harvesting

of forest products in this County and that it does not intend by this enact-

ment to affect those other ordinances regulating tree cutting, but that it is

the intent of this Board. to control and supervise-in sonab

cutt1ng of-significant. trees;and tree: commun1t1es h
ty.as. _ .




except that the appe]ﬁant may appeal the Planning Commission decision on
standing.to the Board of Supervisors as herein provided.

(1) Permits considered and acted upon by the Planning Director may be
appealed to the Planning Commission by filing a written Protest with the
Secretary of the Planning Commission within ten (10) days of issuance or
denial of said permit. The Planning Commission shall render a decision
on the appeal within fifteen (15) days of public hearing.' The Planning
Director shall notify the affected parties of said action in writing.

'(2) Permits considered and acted upon by the Planning Commission may be
appealed to the Board of Supervisors by filing a written protest with
the Secretary of the Planning Commission within (10) days from issuance
or denial of said permit. The Board of Supervisors shall hear such
appeal within sixty (60) days, and render a decision within fifteen (15)
days following such hearing. The decision of the Board of SuperVisors
shall be final. The action taken by the Board of Supervisors shall be
reported to the affected parties in writing.

RXGA0455.ACR (revised)
TREEORD7 (RXG)
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