NESJ TRANSMISSION REINFORCEMENT PROJECT

Comment Set K

LOS ESTEROS RANCH PARTNERSHIP
1125 N Amphlett Blvd
San Mateo, CA 94401
Tel: 650 347-0796 Fax: 650 347 - 0856

Brad Whetstone, CPUC Nov. 21, 2000
Aspen Environmental Group
235 Montgomery St #800 SF, CA 94104

RE: Northeast San Jose Transmission Supplemental Draft Environ. Impact Report 99-09-029

Dear Sir:
As a property owner affected by the proposed transmission line my family would like to
comment on the supplemental report to the DEIR issued in June 2000.

Los Esteros Ranch (the Standish Ranch) was condemned in 1971 for the construction of the San
Jose Water Treatment Plant. OF 640 acres of pears, dairy, and duck ponds we were able fo retain
20 acres which were under lease to Hobbs Co as a briquette factory. In 1988 we dedicated § of
these 20 acres to the Santa Clara Valley Water District s a flood control plain for their Coyate
Creek Project. The loss of private property does not become easier over time.

Both the propased and the alternative route of the transmission line adversely affects our

Temaining property. The westerly route impacts a 10 acre parcel which we have leased to

BFI as the Recyclery. While certainly not endorsed by us, it at least is in line with the industrial K-1
aspect of the existing recyclery and the cellular telephane tower on this site.

The praposed McCarthy Boulevard alternative would negatively affect the possibility of our K-2
development of the two parcels on either side of this roadway in a much more dramatic fashion. =

Of these twa remaining parcels, one 2.5 acres and the other 1.5 acres, our propased development

on the larger or easterly site is conditioned with a riparian set back. To reroute the transmission

lines close to or over an area dedicated to riparian restoration in order to avoid bird collisions is

contradictory. If the transmission lines can cross the creek, as the supplemental report contends, K-3
in areas with litile or no riparian habitat, why are we required to set aside & section of this

property for a riparian corridor?

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,

Wi gt

Will Oswald

January 2001
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