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Bar SR Ranch
Rodney Starkey
- Dr. A. Starkey D.V.M.
3485 La Posta Truck Trail
Pine Valley, CA 91962
Phone:(619) 478-5108
Fax: (619) 473-8810
August 22, 2008

Letter sent certified with return receipt and faxed

CPUC/BLM

¢/o Aspen Environmental Group
235 Montgomery Street, Suite 935
San Francisco, CA 94104

Fax: (866) 711-3106

RE: Questions and comments on the Sunrise Power Link Project
Recirculated Draft EIR/Supplemental DEIR

To whom it may concern:

This letter is written in opposition to Aspen’s Southern Route proposals. We believe
that the southern Alternative routes are infeasible and to costly. We are in favor of
the original proposal by SDG&E to place the Sunrise powerlink through Anza Borrego
State Park.

The Starkey Family owns the BAR SR Ranch at 3485 La Posta truck Trail.

(parcel #527-150-01 and 528-170-01) where we have an intensive agricultural
operation. Thing Valley and the area around La Posta Truck Trail has historically been
used for agricuitural purposes. We were never noticed as property owners regarding
the Sunrise Powerlink project yet the maps from January 2008 and July 2008 show
the Southwestern routes adjacent to our ranch.

How far from our northwest property boundary is the proposed transmission line?
How far from our southwest property boundary is thé proposed transmission line?
Where does the transmission line cross La Posta Truck Trail? (miles from Oid
Highway 80)

The UCAN Modified Route (July map) and the BCD route from BCD-10, BCDS-0, BCD-
15 (January map) are different. The UCAN Modified Route traverses further north,
what is the purpose of this change and diversion? Where will the BCDS-0 be located
under the UCAN or the South option north of Interstate 8.

The UCAN Modified Route is the shortest route and therefore would be the least
costly of the Southern options. The BCD South option impacts those entering little La
Posta Reservation which is west of La Posta Truck Trail and separate from La Posta
Reservation (which is further east ). Those entering Little La Posta Reservation will
need to cross over the transmission line. Has the tribe been notified of this? The
UCAN route would completely bypass little La Posta Reservation.



H0027

The Proposed Alternative Southern Options need to Undergrounded.

Cleveland National Forest

Both the UCAN and the BCD Southern Alternative routes are being shown on the
maps as being routed through The Cleveland National Forest. In a letter from the
Forestry to Billie Blanchard of the CPUC and Lynda Kastol dated March 12, 2008, on
page 2 it states “ It does not appear that the remaining conflicts with the forest plan
could be resolved by reroutes or mitigation, unless an underground route was
possible for the entire length.” This is the only way this project could proceed in this
area for many reasons.

We agree with the Cleveland National Forest, that this portion of the transmission
line should be undergrounded.

Sunrise Rise Powerlink poses Fire Hazard

San Diego County has experienced Catastrophic fires recently especially in wilderness
areas, Cleveland National Forest, and reserves. The Wildlife agencies have not
managed this area of the forest for fires, which poses enormous risk to the
community.

The power lines present a significant fire hazard which has been acknowledged by
the fire agencies. The very thought of a rapid spread of a wildfire is a catastrophic
thought to an intensive Agricultural operation such as the Bar SR Ranch where we
raise Santa Getrudis cattle. The risk is to great for the sunrise power link
transmission line to be adjacent to our ranch unless it is placed underground.

Santa Anna Winds and Dry hot weather

We have had several devastating wildfires in San Diego in recent years (2002, 2003,
and 2007) These fires are exacerbated by the hot dry weather and the High Santa
Anna Winds. These winds are so strong that Interstate 8 was not helpful as a fire
brake. This was shown in the Cedar fire where it jumped Interstate 8 near Alpine.

Emergency Evacuation:

Interstate 8 is the only emergency route for those residents in this area. During the

Witch Creek Fire, Interstate 8 was especially used by those that needed to evacuate
livestock. They evacuated their animals to Imperial Valley. This is a major Interstate
for transportation in and out of San Diego and should not be compromised.

Post 911 /Terrorist Attack

The proposed Southern options cross Interstate 8, this would be an ideal place for a
terrorist attack to occur. It would shut down the only major east-west interstate
transportation corridor into San Diego. One of the proposed crossings is near the new
Border Patrol Station which has all above ground fuel tanks making this scenario a
serious situation. The thought that this Interstate could be compromised by overhead
transmission lines either by fire or a terrorist act post 911 is unacceptable.

The cost is to high to take this chance.
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Fire Suppression Aircraft, Military Helicopters; Border Patrol Helicopters and
Drug Enforcement helicopters

Powerlines have been shown to cause fires and complicate wildland firefighting.

Fire Suppression Helicopters use the water from the Starkey lake (which is east of
La Posta Truck Trail and adjacent to The La Posta Indian Reservation) every year to
put out fires in the backcountry. Any power lines placed in this area will prohibit the
use of fire suppression aircraft from using this iake for putting out fires. Time can be
quite critical when fighting a fire. Several fires have been started on the La Posta
Indian Reservation by lighting and illegal immigrants through the years. They are
always put out quickly by using the Starkey lake. (See photographs of Fire
Suppression Helicopters picking up water from our lake). Any transmissions lines

& towers will hinder Fire Suppression Aircraft in this Vailey. The plumes of smoke
witnessed in the 2002, 2003 and 2007 fires were so dense that visibility by any pilot
would be impaired and the transmission lines would complicate extinguishing the fire
by aircraft.

Military Helicopters routinely use this valley for low altitude flight operations. Most
every day and night the Starkey’s note military flights over their ranch. These low
altitude flights would pose a greater hazard for power line collision. Earlier this
month the lawsuit against SDG&E began regarding #3 U.S. Marines that were killed
when their UH-1N Huey crashed into the power lines at Camp Pendleton. We do not
want the same thing to happen here.

Recently the Border Patrol opened a new station at La Posta. The Border Patroi has a
heliport at this facility. This facility employs presently 350 agents and plan to
increase the number of agents and enlarge their heliport to provide other agency use
in the future. La Posta is a corridor for illegal immigration and drug traffic. The Pines
fire of 2002 was caused by a DEA H58 helicopter on an anti-narcotic mission when
the chopper blade hit and snapped a line starting the Pines fire.

The Cost of Undergrounding

The Pines fire burned 56,000 acres, burned 37 homes and 116 barns/outbuildings,
burned 161 vehicles. This damage was estimated at $10 million. Fighting the fire
took approximately 2,700 firefighters, 17 helicopters, 10 airtankers. Approximately
500-1000 people were evacuated and 24 firefighters were injured. The firefighting
cost was estimated to be at $21 million. These figures do not reflect how many
animals (livestock and wildlife) were injured or killed in the fire directly or by smoke
inhalation. One must also consider the amount of carbon emitted by these fires. “In
2004, US forest fires emitted more carbon than all the America’s internal Combustion
engines for that entire year.”

The Cedar Fire which started on October 25, 2003 wasn't fully extinguished until
December 5. During this time the fire burned 273,000 acres, destroyed 2,275 homes,
22 commercial properties, 576 outbuildings, 148 vehicles. 1 firefighter and 13 people
were killed. 104 firefighters were injured. The estimated cost for this fire was listed
as $1.06 billion.

The Witch Creek Fire that occurred in October of 2007 burned approximately 197,000
acres. This fire destroyed approximately 1600 homes and the estimated cost at this
time is over 1 billion dollars. According to a representative of the Tulloch ranch it was
started by electrical lines snapping in the Santa Winds. There are several pending
law suits against San Diego Gas and Electric by Thorsnes Bartolotta McGuire,
Packard, Packard & Johnson and Nix, Patterson & Roach law firms representing fire
victims.
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The Pine, Cedar and Witch Creek fires illustrate that the economic cost in dollars, the
damage to the environment and the harm to human and animail life far exceed the
cost of placing the transmission line underground.

Recreational use/ Hang Gliding/Aircraft training/Hunting

This area provides a variety of recreational uses. La Posta Truck Trail provides

an area for hiking, horseback riding, and camping. There are more people who use
this area for these types of recreation than the Pacific Crest Trail.

The Bar SR Ranch is used by tourists for a landing area for hang gliding. After
landing on the ranch, we arrange return to their vehicles. This area is also used by
flight schools for training as well. The powerlines would interfere with these
recreational uses and need to be placed underground.

Another recreational use in this area is hunting. There are many Deer and Quail
hunter's who use this valley. A stray bullet could strike the power wire and cause
stress failure or cause connections to separate. This could increase the probability of
igniting vegetation in this area. Over the years, we have had interrupted phone
service due to the wires being shot by hunter’s. Also, remember the Cedar Fire was
caused by a hunter.

Viewsheds/Scenic Highway

This area is in the viewshed of the Historic Old highway 80 and Interstate 8

and therefore is another reason why undergrounding is the only way this route could
be considered.

Summary:

We support the original proposed route by SDG&E through Anza Borrego State Park
We are opposed to the proposed Southern route in Cleveland National Forest in the
area of Thing Valley and near La Posta Truck Trail unless it is placed underground.
We have provided many reasons which include impacts to the Forest, Viewshed,
homeland security issues post 911, Fire Hazard, Hinder fire fighting Air Craft,
Recreational hazards and the costs associated with any emergency associated with
these transmission lines. Thank you for reviewing these issues and concerns. Please
place us on any future mailing lists regarding this project.

Sincerely,

/WM A\/& t/“'f/ / /r ‘x’/ & 2{{7 D Vi,

Rodney Starkey
Dr. A, Starkey DVM

cc: William Pabarcus, Esq.

enclosures: Copies of January Map and July maps showing the Location of our ranch
Photograph of Fire Suppression helicopters using our lake

Yeor Zprges



E

-~ g™

|
s

1

~
L

LR

A

3
:
3 8
.
o |
.
4
v :
PRSSEPEINL SITSSY

v y « rey. 1?E£‘c e v.l*.., 0



eERsauyecy ofen l..llll. S&osgoiaﬂo%eszosseo:

uma), perriocioouiun gmgagsgosgss Sl

e E§8§§=£>ﬁ§=onae<z.m § : " - oo o P =" angeway peoy vods
n u ‘!__.:ooaﬂﬂ.__ is S .., N Lo : gﬂ*
ﬁ,lﬁ_ suossy 39908 oty 608 S ey anad M 69 buA

eayuoeey O sanoioy 39908 Uopdc) PUNCIBIBDUTY v :SNRLIEN 29 eniBLLGIY UOROPON PRCH I -
popwpody U] UCISAUGUBAL A 003 BUPBREE 754555 018245 JSOBY PUNGILPN A= R a&..i_._._.so,
g LORAQ ASIBA 15 SeABUIalY  GINOL POUIPON CmEy  GMEUeNY 28 0 824G d8aay punaliopun Efsed we

uonElsqng (MO} eAgewGlY GOINOL POLPON  EEMEERER - :85%;39.2:_%5:@

diusioump PUET UOROIPSHNG

eATaWaNY (] 90K POUIRON

1

e

st

uod
{MS equinoep

=

e

SR i

xc__._eson ﬁw?ﬁ:om - odjue

% U _ﬁaam 3

.fo:_._ :o_mw.Emth A 008 /fuonehbsat

Junow 19SeH 3:901 10d

;

SnS &::0

D %o
wasZalYL

ks

3 \”.,s.: uoyEIsans

o, ,,» Am.
e _892

Q_O
93

nuoisiAeY :o= o :_zom num

pUB SANBLIHY 008 ‘pueg se[ojA Aq parded

.y

pue aAjjBUIRYY

pioAE 0} pesn aq PINOM pieAdinod auldiy
usgisea uj punoiblapun saAjeULRNY 8l
Qg sinoy _umEvos_

o8 J| uondo alleA 18IS

SSBUIBPIM
SUIBIUNOR UICOIMES

uopdo punosBiapun IV
:aAjeuIa)|Y ZS O 8LHS
uc:ohm‘_m_u:: _a:._un_

,uam wmc:‘_uc:?
.m%s_ f_uo.gsmm

: Tao uoAuBn 91B1O20UD

SANEUISNY Honeisans

¥ e

a mu.:om um_zuo_z

| :o_:on_ ucso..m..muc:
J>=c:._m=< w 22&25

SN 6@
:o:wumasw ww;ooo sSO1

o , 2:23_ :o_«u«mnzm
= | smopeep UBIH

v
. e

uofue) d10WBIAS

, 1aAjjeuIsllY 8 2229:_

.._o_toa uaw..:?o
[‘enntBuielY 8 2322:_

oSc‘_mm :w:,c
uesueH \.o >c>.=_m_z

Tuopeisane
eAREUIBHY

Onso,._cm

) # :o:ﬁma:m F

punoiBispun |eliied . _ ;
_38> Blueg mawom 28 m>_ﬁ%_“mn< eo
= -;ia.l; ..... g R VAl uwomz OH A ;

Ui 18§sRad ¢
Z1Ulim 8InoH 8AlE

&>:QC._®=< Q—BOE P .
A g Bunsis Lz\u; _:a:w _ma.‘:m. oﬁscmmm 4 T



T eun uomseusiL A 003 SR S Sauo_n!:ub.-z
" uopdg AoFeA 19 MBIV G AINOW PARPON i SN i .ﬁe.ﬁ
, e aAJEWEYY 1 G1NOK PRUON % , 239.2,_033‘2
L perelodioou ﬂ”u Stoskao%gcasae.ﬁaiess e v R

anoy OWSHE-BQUNTEY NVON ¢ . s 1 1y
Yo DEREULIG lUaK0eg @ orisieRy

e e I - fwomitm
o keNtoa s [T nS,osc_B.sse_.a.o . .4.U,v_es§o§§§>_m_§..osue<§ )
qg@aﬁe —1 ad o

i

Baly UORAIA

3 IO
s e —-— ¥ - é
& 4'$ N ‘ ; U0 PUNGIBIOpUN 'SATBLIAIY @ SEIIGNY LTI
1 soweg wed puoen | puR} iieueBauB DUBT 10 NEAING uogeeang pescdaid ] UOMO PEOLIGAD 'SATRIGNY B GRRRISN  PTESCERED
r1OMRM PUB S 'S T diysisumo puw-t sucpolpeUne uorasang B SR (ORI

BIy >an mwm.:mv_:s
u[BUnol JasneH

+ foulq uojssjwsuelL A 005
| yujuemod 1semuyinos

"mEmE_>.>

oo it

uondo >o= A JEIS
anneuwldvy d
aynoy cc:_nos_,

a 8oy
pPayiPoN

:o_:.on pEayIan0
‘aAlIEUIBYY 8 dielisialu|
i

m%s
: :o_ﬁo :o>cmo alejoo0yD
.m>=ac‘_m=< g djelsiau|

c_m ghopy 810%00 ;

% ?:om uiayinog _8____8_2 z<o=.
1y .

uopesans
JuoAue) alowsd/

$80UIBPIIM
SU[BIUNOI LIOOIMEY

:O_tO& —um0£a¢.>o
‘anljeuldlly 8 ajeisioiu|
s i

uonEIsans
|9QESA BIUBS

]

g

b ]

.M_,,J 3 o__OI HeO | s .\H§«ESE\& o
P &y 3 fx
- {luoneisans ,om_n_.\acmmf _



ot
e T o upeunopy sesnepy o BISIA BInyD
% o pEsgg ::,S:_:aa on.?ummj I I P - QHIN
:c:Sma:m uosowed T B T R
:ozmammow_ , ?o:&oaam =25m &u 8:\ g
| oduey | m.oms../ \ e . A N\ _ 7
vmmn_um 0-sgs: -~ / ) I i :o:auwn:w _ozm_s_
§ A R ey ' p

:.Ilm.mn—om

E]
, co:mammmm %%nwﬁun“:‘
¢ i ﬁ_woa “; Jpewoyy ¢4 |
! uonenssay - uopdg sbupds 7 bepll 8
1 ejuezuepy AJ uswyong jsemm ;
,k\.\.o\smseii LN 55
- -9'5-Msg ._L‘s m:Ew _ b
g e 9AneUWLs)|Y uoneISUNg uops gl -
: | d 83noy peyyipopy
(uoneysans yjouso | .
xS RASRAE :o;m?_mmmmm
QOO i | sdiedefng eejuss
[ aApeULBlY
N ..o_Ewa:mmﬁsess u
R _
2 To__sg_:m 8:«88 _ %ﬁ%&
SSaUIOPHM
sujejunop yjoomes & R
sHed & S
7. W gewefng
¢ ! e A ms ._._w w
(e T v Aphig " TN
n # ,m.% 7 ssewepimy .\, - |
v S supeunop R -
. o TN L WBoOMMES o\
4

o &« »

Wy« s =

Q....0. ...

Ay
AR JOAY \. ;

v.v. oynBeiq ueg

eAjjeWIgYY uopsgng
rogz £s> on _ ynog jesjusn
Bugsixg) —_—
ueg
. 8,
|uojjeisqng jeqes; wueg

A9 _
uopeAssaYy

1A . s






