






 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: sunrise@aspeneg.com [mailto:sunrise@aspeneg.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 18, 2006 3:22 PM 
To: slee@aspeneg.com; qli@aspeneg.com; tmurphy@aspeneg.com; 
salopez@aspeneg.com 
Subject: Fwd: Sunrise comment Caputo 
 
From the San Diego chapter of an international renewable energy 
organization.  Requests details of the routing economic analysis not 
published in the PEA; recommends cost/benefit comparison of economic and 
non-monetary values of ABDSP crossing.  Supports renewable generation in 
Imperial County. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Richard Caputo [mailto:richardcaputo@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Saturday, September 16, 2006 04:33 PM 
To: sunrise@aspeneg.com 
Cc: 'Henry', 'Jennifer Porter', 'Richard Caputo', 'Martin Carrillo', 'Deris 
Jeannette',  
'Jason Knight', 'Grazyna Krajewska', 'Yonah Offner', 'Bob Schlesinger', 'Joe 
Steinberger',  
'Ted Stern', 'Jim Svedeman' 
Subject: Input on Sunrise Powerlink Project Evaluation 
 
Attached is a request for comparative cost information to be made public and 
become part of the political process you are now engaged in evaluation the 
need for the Sunrise Powerlink Project. 
    
  Rich Caputo, Chair 
  San Diego Renewable Energy Society 
  Chapter of the American Solar Energy Society 
  POBox 1660 
  Julian, CA 92036 
  760-765-3157 
 
 



Statement on Sunpath Transmission Line to CPUC 
September 13, 2006 

 
I firmly believe that the desert power plant being planned along with increased geothermal power 
and potential wind farms in Imperial County are about half of San Diego’s energy future.   The 
other half is additional energy efficiency projects, distributed roof top solar electric and hot water, 
commercial and industrial solar systems, and smaller scale utility solar plants and wind farms in 
San Diego County (1).  I call this “doing everything” and it will move us along on our needed path 
to successfully living on the planet in the long term.  This means that we do need a way to get the 
Imperial County power to the people for this overall strategy to work.  The question is, does the 
transmission line have to do through the ABDSP? 
 
The CAISO recently completed a through study of the proposed Sunpath Powerlink and some 
aspects of the 24 alternatives.  CAISO did conclude that the SDG&E recommended route had the 
highest benefit/cost ratio and did meet other criteria.   
 
According to the methodology stated in the study, the economics of all routes were evaluated.  
However, this data was not published in the report.  This data would be germane to the political 
process you are now engaged in to determine where the transmission line should go assuming 
that it is needed for the stated reasons of improved grid reliability and congestion relief, 
anticipated growth, and providing access to renewable energy.   
 
I request that the CPUC do one of the following:  generate the comparative cost data and make it 
available to all parties; or that you request that CAISO make the comparative cost data available 
for all the transmission line routes evaluated and especially for the around-the-park (ABDSP) 
alternatives.   
 
Background:   
 
The ability to translate this goal of significant future amounts of renewable energy in the San 
Diego region into reality depends on doing "everything".  Of all of the parts of this doing 
everything strategy, solar electric is the single largest resource and most of it is in Imperial 
County.  Because the chosen route through Anza-Borrego Desert State Park (ABDSP) has 
caused such a negative public reaction, it is affecting the reasonableness of getting access to 
Imperial County geothermal, wind and solar electric.  The negative public power line reaction is 
affecting the reasonableness of San Diego’s renewable energy future. 
 
 Both SDG&E and CAISO have determined that the Sunrise Powerlink will solve two problems:  
1) the necessary improvement of the grid reliability/congestion problem in our region, and 2) 
access to significant amounts of renewable energy (geothermal, solar electric and wind).  They 
have also determined that the proposed link will also reap largest benefit compared to cost. 
 
The transmission line cost evaluated in the CAISO study of the Sunrise Power Link was based 
just on out-of-pocket dollar costs.  No “cost” was assigned to putting a large transmission line 
through the ABDSP, diminishing the viewscape and recreational value and causing other 
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impacts.  The valuing of these others aspects of the proposed route are not the domain of the 
CAISO and should be left to the larger political process.  But the broader political process needs 
as a minimum, the raw economic cost data of the 25 transmission routes evaluated in the CAISO 
study.  To the dollar cost data must be added the value of the park impacts (or lack of them for 
the around-the-park routes) to see which route is most favorable.  
 
One might speculate that most people would favor an around-the-park route if the increased 
costs were modest --- say 10% to 25% more expensive.  If the cost was excessive (over 50% to 
100% more), then most people would not want to pay that much.  The value of “modest” and 
“excess” could only be determined by the broader political process. 
 
Making the comparative economic data of the 25 routes available to the public/political 
discussion that you are conducting is very pertinent to the final decision about the Sunpath Power 
Line.  I ask that you assist in making this data available. 
 
Rich Caputo, Chair 
San Diego Renewable Energy Society 
Chapter of the American Solar Energy Society 
POBox 1660 
Julian, CA 92036 
760-765-3157  
 
 
1.  Refer to SANDAG Briefing “Report to the SANDAG Resources Subcommittee:  Promise of 
Centralized Renewable Energy in the San Diego Region”, Renewable Energy Team 
Barry Butler, Richard Caputo, et al, which is the integration of 3April2006 and 5June2006 
Briefings to Resources Committee of the Energy Working Group, SANDAG 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Scott Kardel [mailto:wsk@astro.caltech.edu]  
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2006 2:50 PM 
To: sunrise@aspeneg.com 
Subject: Sunrise Powerlink Environmental Impact 
 
September 29, 2006 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
On behalf of the Palomar Observatory I would like to take this  
opportunity to comment on the Sunrise Powerlink Transmission Project  
Application Number: A.05-12-014. 
 
As you may know the Palomar Observatory was built in the 1930s.  Its  
site was chosen for its clear, steady atmosphere and dark skies. It  
is currently home to six telescopes that are used nightly to conduct  
a wide variety of astronomical research programs. The sixth research  
telescope added was just this year. 
 
The studies conducted at Palomar encompass a wide-range of topics.  
Astronomers using Palomar's telescopes have recently discovered many  
new dwarf planets in the outer solar system. They have also been on  
the hunt for asteroids that might threaten our Earth.  Additionally  
they have probed distant galaxies and quasars at the farthest reaches  
of the universe. Data gathered at Palomar has been published in over  
340 articles in scientific journals in just the last few years. 
 
The research done at Palomar depends on dark skies.  The rapid  
population growth of Southern California has brought increased  
lighting into the region which has threatened these dark  
skies.  Lights from communities of Warner Springs and all across San  
Diego and Riverside Counties can have an adverse affect on our  
studies. We are grateful for the cooperation of our neighboring city  
and county governments which have enacted lighting ordinances to  
minimize light pollution for us and for many citizens.  These  
ordinances have greatly extended the lifetime of the Palomar  
Observatory's vital scientific capabilities. 
 
We understand that the Sunrise Powerlink project may involve the  
construction of facilities that may impact the operations of the  
Palomar Observatory. It may be necessary to include lighting at power  
substations that would be built in our vicinity.  We would ask that  
any and all outdoor lighting associated with the Sunrise Powerlink  
Transmission Project fully comply with San Diego County's lighting  
ordinances and that the lighting be low-pressure sodium lighting with  
full-cutoff fixtures.  Further, we ask thatt the issue of the impact  
of outdoor lighting be addressed in any environmental assessments for  
the project. 
 
Please be aware that as the project continues the resources of the  
Palomar Observatory and the California Institute of Technology are  
available for consultation to make sure that good lighting choices  
are made to ensure the protection the night sky for Palomar and  
everyone.   I would be more than willing to work with you and other  
representatives on the issue of outdoor lighting and to keep you  
informed about activities at the Palomar Observatory. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
W. Scott Kardel 



 
 

From: Keith Ritchey [mailto:kritchey@san.rr.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2006 12:21 AM 
To: Sunrise Powerlink Scoping Input 
Subject: Sunrise Powerlink Scoping Input - Alternate Routes through Rancho Penasquitos 
 
Billie Blanchard, CPUC, 
Lynda Kastoll, BLM, 
Aspen Environmental Group, 
  
I represent the West Chase Homeowners Association, a California Non-Profit Mutual Benefit 
Corporation consisting of the owners of 269 homes in the Rancho Penasquitos Community of the 
City of San Diego.  The route submitted by SDG&E as its preferred route runs directly through our 
association's property, specifically, our park.  
  
We believe that 1) if it is determined that this power link is needed, and 2) if it is determined that it 
must run through Rancho Penasquitos, then it should be directed along the route least intrusive 
to the residents of Rancho Penasquitos.  There are many routes that are preferable to the one 
proposed by SDG&E.  So far, we have identified and analyzed 3 such routes and hope these can 
be included in the analysis conducted by the CPUC. We also hope that others 
will uncover/propose routes even superior to these, and trust those will be included and analyzed 
as well.  
  
West Chase Homeowners Association has recently filed a Protest with the CPUC regarding the 
route submitted by SDG&E.  Please find a copy of that Protest and a copy of a similar Analysis of 
Alternate Routes attached. I have a map showing the proposed and alternate routes, but it proved 
to be too big to email.  I would be happy to provide it if you have a facility to upload documents, or 
I can provide it to you on a USB Memory Stick or CD, if that will work better for you.   
  
I would appreciate any feedback you could provide as to our analysis of these routes and any 
further information that would be helpful to you.  Any feedback you can provide as to what you 
would like to see - in form and content - in suggested alternative routes, will be helpful in guiding 
others' submissions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Keith A. Ritchey 
Powerlink Issues Manager 
West Chase Homeowners Association 
  
(858) 484-4429 Office 
(858) 484-8721 Fax 
kritchey@san.rr.com
 

mailto:kritchey@san.rr.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 1 - 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
In the Matter of the Application of San 
Diego Gas & Electric Company (U902E) 
for a Certificate Of Public Convenience 
and Necessity for the Sunrise Powerlink 
Transmission Project 
 

 Application 06-08-010 
(Filed August 4, 2006) 

 
Application No. 05-12-014 
(Filed December 14, 2005) 

 
 

PROTEST OF  
WEST CHASE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

 
Pursant to Rules 44 through 44.2 of the California Public Utility Commission’s 

(“CPUC”) Rules of Practice and Procedure and the August 25, 2006 Ruling entitled 

Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Setting Date for Prehearing Conference Statements 

and Extending Time for Filing Protests, the West Chase Homeowners Association 

(“WCHOA”) respectfully submits this Protest to the above-captioned Application by San 

Diego Gas & Electric Company (“SDG&E”). 

Alternate Routes through Rancho Peñasquitos for SDG&E’s Sunrise Powerlink 

SDG&E has submitted its Final Application and Proponent’s Environmental 

Assessment for the Sunrise Powerlink.  A review of the document shows that SDG&E 

did not include any alternate routes through the Rancho Peñasquitos Community.  It did 

not list any alternate routes through Rancho Peñasquitos as Alternatives Fully 

Evaluated and Carried Forward and it did not list any as Alternatives Considered and 

Eliminated by SDG&E. 
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This is contrary to many public statements made by SDG&E, at community 

meetings and presentations, that it was open to and was actively exploring many 

alternative routes through Rancho Peñasquitos.  SDG&E had even specifically said it 

was considering a route under State Route 56 (SR56) through the Rancho Peñasquitos 

area, but doubted it could get CalTrans permission.  It is unclear whether SDG&E ever 

considered alternate Rancho Peñasquitos routes, but its CPUC filings indicate it did not. 

This is consistent with a private statement made by SDG&E personnel.  

Paraphrasing that statement, SDG&E said, “We are going to use our right-of-way and 

the CPUC will let us do that”.  SDG&E apparently took this approach and deviated only 

slightly from its 50-year-old right-of-way to avoid some potentially insurmountable 

environmental obstacles.  SDG&E approached the route designation blinded to any 

potential alternate routing that would have lowered or mitigated the impact of its Sunrise 

Powerlink on the communities it affects. 

Better routing through the Rancho Peñasquitos Community does exist and 

WCHOA urges the CPUC to consider alternate routing, including the following three 

such alternate routes.1  An Alternate Route Analysis Spreadsheet is attached hereto as 

Exhibit 1.  It calculates and summarizes the length and nature of the routes as well as 

the number of homes impacted by each route and nature of the impact.  

                                                 
1 Route Analysis Notes 

Each of the routes analyzed herein, the SDG&E Preferred Route and the three alternate routes, are 
described from west to east as they run through Rancho Peñasquitos.  The common starting point is just past the 
west end of Park Village Road (“End of Park Village”), identified on the SDG&E maps as N33B, where overhead 
lines to the Peñasquitos Substation to the west join with overhead lines running north-south. 

The SDG&E Preferred Route and two of the three alternate routes presented are described as running to a 
point just east of the Chicarita Substation (“Chicarita”), identified on the SDG&E maps as N29.  The third alternate 
route does not pass by the Chicarita Substation and is described to the point it intersects the overhead lines running 
west from the Sycamore Canyon Substation, to the north side of the intersection of Scripps-Poway Parkway and Ivy 
Hill Drive (“Ivy Hill Dr”) in the Scripps Ranch area.   
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SDG&E Preferred Route 

This route transitions to underground at the End of Park Village and would run 

mostly under a trail in the Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve for approximately 1.6 

miles.  It emerges from the Preserve just east of the intersection of Darkwood Road and 

Park Village Road and then runs under Park Village Road for approximately .8 miles 

until reaching Brickellia. 

At Brickellia, this route dissects the West Chase Community’s Greenbelt Park for 

its entire length.  The Greenbelt Park is a landscaped strip of land 150 feet wide and 

1,550 feet (.3 miles) long that runs through the West Chase Development.  It is a park 

and an extension of many of the homeowner’s backyards. Twenty-nine of the West 

Chase homes are immediately adjacent to the Greenbelt Park and lie only 5 to 15 feet 

from the fence which is shared by the park.  In fact, many adjacent homes have gates 

from their small backyards directly into the park.  The closest homes sit only four-and-a-

half feet from the fence that is shared with the Greenbelt Park.  These families, many 

with young children, eat and play in the park. The entire West Chase Development lies 

within one-quarter mile of the Greenbelt Park.  Unfortunately, SDG&E’s Preferred Route 

runs directly through the middle of the Greenbelt Park.   

East of Greenbelt Park, this route continues ENE for about 1.6 miles along the 

SDG&E Right of Way (“ROW”), a 50-year-old mostly vacant 150-wide strip of land 

bounded on its north by the SR56 Bike Lane and on its south by single family homes.  

Towards its east end, this ROW passes through private property, riparian areas, and 

steep terrain before it crosses Peñasquitos Blvd and reaches Chicarita. 
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The total length of this route is 4.3 miles, all of which are underground.  SDG&E 

has told us that underground lines cost between 4 and 5 times the cost of overhead 

lines.  We are therefore using 4.5 times the underground length as an estimate to 

compare relative costs of overhead and underground route segments.  The relative cost 

for this route, SDG&E's Preferred Route and our base route for comparison is 4.3 miles 

times 4.5, or 19.35.  We will compare each of our proposed alternate routes against this 

base route to determine whether they are relatively more or less costly.   

This base route also impacts 152 homes that are directly adjacent to its path and 

within approximately 100 feet of where the line would run.  While most of these homes 

are adjacent to SDG&E’s 50-year-old ROW, some are not.  The impact of underground 

high-voltage lines will be new to all 152 of these homes and many others in the area.  

Each of the proposed alternate routes will be compared to this base route for number of 

adjacent homes impacted and the nature of the impact to those homes. 

Alternate Route 1 - Carmel Valley Rd 

This route, starting at the End of Park Village, would join existing overhead lines 

and run north approximately 2.2 miles until it reaches Carmel Valley Road at Via 

Albertura.  It would run NE for approximately 2.7 miles under the median of 110 foot-

wide Carmel Valley Road until just east of Black Mountain Road.  It would then 

transition back to existing overhead lines and run 2.3 miles south-east to Chicarita. 

Among Alternate Route 1’s advantages are: 

• It requires only about 2.7 miles of underground line, 1.6 miles less than what 

SDG&E’s Preferred Route requires – and would certainly prove less expensive. 
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• Its underground portion could be placed almost entirely within the median of the 

Carmel Valley Road public roadway, easing installation and mitigating traffic impact 

concerns.  SDG&E’s Preferred Route runs through parks, preserves, and a roadway 

without a center median. 

• This Route eliminates or mitigates environmental impact.  It runs in an existing 

power corridor and then under the median of a public roadway – Not through 

sensitive environmental preserves.  This could even reduce or eliminate the potential 

for lawsuits brought on by concerned environmental groups. 

• No additional ROW acquisition is required with this option.  It is within existing ROW 

or roadways (where SDG&E has franchise rights to underground facilities). 

Alternate Route 1 requires 4.5 miles added to existing overhead and 2.7 miles of 

new underground facilities.  Its relative cost is 16.65, or 2.70 less than that of SDG&E’s 

Preferred Route.  This route also impacts only 48 homes, a full 104 less than those 

impacted by SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  Further, 25 of the homes impacted are already 

adjacent to existing overhead lines in vacant corridors.  The other 23 are adjacent to 

Carmel Valley Road and would be very minimally affected by a line buried in the middle 

of a 110 foot-wide road.  None of this route would run through parks, play areas 

preserves, riparian or other sensitive habitat, or narrow roadways. 

Alternate Route 2 – SR56 

While SDG&E said they had considered a route running under the middle of 

SR56, it is not listed as one of alternate routes.  SDG&E said they asked CalTrans 

about running the transmission line under SR56 and that CalTrans told them no.  It is 

difficult to determine the veracity of those statements or if it would be difficult to obtain 
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permission to run this transmission facility about 3.5 miles under SR56.  However, it 

appears to be a viable and attractive alternate route worthy of study. 

Alternate Route 2 would travel north from the End of Park Village about 1.9 miles 

on existing overhead lines until reaching SR56.  It would then transition to underground 

for approximately 3.5 miles east within the SR56 property limits.  It could transition from 

the edge of the roadway initially to the center divide at the bridge located about .1 miles 

east of the overhead wires and .6 miles west of Camino Del Sur, and then continue in 

the median.  It would have to cross additional bridges at Camino Del Sur and .7 miles 

east of Camino Del Sur and then move under Peñasquitos Blvd. at the SR56 overpass.  

It would then continue .3 miles south on Peñasquitos Blvd. to Chicarita. 

Among Alternate Route 2’s advantages are: 

• It requires only about 3.5 miles of underground line, .8 miles less than what 

SDG&E’s Preferred Route requires – and would certainly prove less expensive. 

• Its underground portion could be placed almost entirely within the median of SR56, 

easing installation and mitigating traffic impact concerns.  SDG&E’s Preferred Route 

runs through parks, preserves, and a roadway without a center median. 

• This Route eliminates environmental impact.  It runs entirely under the median of a 

public roadway – Not through sensitive environmental preserves.  This could even 

reduce the potential for lawsuits brought on by concerned environmental groups. 

• No additional easement acquisition is required with this option.  It is entirely within 

SR56 (where permission from CalTrans would be required) and City roadway (where 

SDG&E has franchise rights to underground facilities). 
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Alternate Route 2 requires 1.9 miles of addition to existing overhead lines and 3.5 

miles of new underground facilities.  Its relative cost is 19.00, or .35 less than that of 

SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  This route also impacts only 3 homes, a full 149 less than 

those impacted by SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  Further, all 3 of the homes impacted are 

already adjacent to existing overhead lines in vacant corridors.  None of this route would 

run through parks, preserves, riparian or other sensitive habitat, or narrow roadways. 

Alternate Route 3 – Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve and Mercy Road 

This route is a departure from the thinking around the other alternate routes in 

that it runs further than SDG&E’s Preferred Route through the Los Peñasquitos Canyon 

Preserve.  Many will find it objectionable and some will reject it out-of-hand for that 

reason alone.  It is however, an attractive alternative that is at least worthy of study.   

This route is also a departure from the others in that it does not run through 

Chicarita.  Instead, it connects to existing overhead lines at Scripps-Poway Parkway 

and Ivy Hill Drive in Scripps Ranch.  Rather than change the base and the other 

alternatives to match this different end-point, the 1.6 miles of overhead required to run 

from Ivy Hill Dr to Chicarita, and the homes impacted by that overhead, were subtracted 

from the analysis of Alternate Route 3, i.e., it avoids 1.6 miles of addition to existing 

overhead lines and avoids impacting 44 adjacent homes by not heading to Chicarita. 

Alternate Route 3 would travel underground south from the End of Park Village 

and then turn east, following SDG&E’s Preferred Route until it turns towards Park 

Village Road near Darkwood Drive.  Instead, this route would continue through the 

Preserve to the end of Canyonside Park Drive, for a total of about 2 miles in the 

Preserve. It would then continue about .6 miles east under Canyonside Park Drive to 
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Black Mountain Road.  It would turn south under Black Mountain Road to Mercy Road, 

where the underground line would turn east and continue under Mercy Road for 1.3 

miles to the I-15 overpass. Mercy Road then changes names and the line would 

continue under Scripps-Poway Parkway for another .9 miles to the vicinity of Ivy Hill Dr, 

where it would transition to existing overhead from the Sycamore Canyon Substation. 

Among Alternate Route 3’s advantages are: 

• It avoids the additional overhead lines required to reach Chicarita and the impact of 

those lines to 44 adjacent homes. 

• It impacts only 35 homes that are adjacent to its new route under Scripps-Poway 

Parkway and Mercy Road. 

Alternate Route 3 requires about 5 miles of new underground facilities and avoids 

1.6 miles of addition to existing overhead lines.  Its relative cost is 21.13, or 1.78 more 

than that of SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  This route impacts a net of -9 homes, a net of 

161 less than those impacted by SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  Further, the 35 homes it 

does impact are adjacent to new underground facilities under the roadway of Scripps-

Poway Parkway/Mercy Road.  The route through the preserve would be through 

abandoned sewage facilities and would avoid riparian or other sensitive pristine habitat. 

Conclusions 

WCHOA does not endorse the need for or wisdom of the Sunrise Powerlink in its 

entirety or the need for or wisdom of its Coastal Link.  However, if it is determined that 

the Sunrise Powerlink is needed and that it must run through Rancho Peñasquitos, the 

following routes are preferable: 



- 9 - 

1. Alternate Route 2, under SR56, is the route that would impact the Rancho 

Peñasquitos Community the least.   

2. If, for some reason, CalTrans will not allow this route to proceed, Alternate Route 1, 

under Carmel Valley Road appears the best second choice.   

3. Finally, Alternate Route 3, through the preserve and under Mercy Road, would be 

the 3rd best option. 

Any of these alternate routes is preferable to the route proposed and preferred by 

SDG&E.  Rancho Peñasquitos will be better served by any of the alternate routes.  

WCHOA urges the CPUC to explore alternate routes to ensure the least impact on the 

residents in the path of this project. 

Dated:  September 26, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 
 

WEST CHASE HOMEOWNER’S 
ASSOCIATION 

 
   By:   /S/     
         Keith Ritchey 
         Powerlink Issues Manager 
 
   8744 Creekwood Lane 
   San Diego, CA  92129 
   Telephone:  858-484-4429 
   Fax:  858-484-8721 
      E-mail: kritchey@san.rr.com 
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Analysis of Alternate Routes through Rancho Peñasquitos 
for SDG&E’s Sunrise Powerlink’s Coastal Link  

 
West Chase Homeowners Association 

 
SDG&E has submitted its Final Application and Proponent’s Environmental Assessment 
for the Sunrise Powerlink.  A review of the document shows that SDG&E did not include 
any alternate routes through the Rancho Peñasquitos Community.  It did not list any 
alternate routes through Rancho Peñasquitos as Alternatives Fully Evaluated and Carried 
Forward and it did not list any as Alternatives Considered and Eliminated by SDG&E. 
 
This is contrary to many statements made by SDG&E, both publicly and privately, at 
community meetings and presentations, that it was open to and was actively exploring 
many alternative routes through Rancho Peñasquitos.  SDG&E had even specifically said 
it was considering a route under State Route 56 (SR56) through the Rancho Peñasquitos 
area, but doubted it could get CalTrans permission.  Did SDG&E ever even consider 
alternate RPQ routes?  Its CPUC filings indicate that it did not. 
 
This is, however, consistent with a private statement made by SDG&E personnel.  
Paraphrasing that statement, SDG&E said, “We are going to use our right-of-way and the 
CPUC will let us do that”.  SDG&E apparently took this approach and deviated only 
slightly from its 50-year-old right-of-way to avoid some potentially insurmountable 
environmental obstacles.  SDG&E approached the route designation blinded to any 
potential alternate routing that would have lowered or mitigated the impact of its Sunrise 
Powerlink on the communities it affects. 
 
Better routing through the Rancho Peñasquitos Community does exist and this report 
analyzes three such alternate routes. 
 
Route Analysis Notes 
 
Each of the routes analyzed herein, the SDG&E Preferred Route and the three alternate 
routes, are described from west to east as they run through Rancho Peñasquitos.  The 
common starting point is just past the west end of Park Village Road (“End of Park 
Village”), identified on the SDG&E maps as N33B, where overhead lines to the 
Peñasquitos Substation to the west join with overhead lines running north-south. 
 
The SDG&E Preferred Route and two of the three alternate routes presented are 
described as running to a point just east of the Chicarita Substation (“Chicarita”), 
identified on the SDG&E maps as N29.  The third alternate route does not pass by the 
Chicarita Substation and is described to the point it intersects the overhead lines running 
west from the Sycamore Canyon Substation, to the north side of the intersection of 
Scripps-Poway Parkway and Ivy Hill Drive (“Ivy Hill Dr”) in the Scripps Ranch area.   
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SDG&E Preferred Route 
 
This route is shown on the attached Map as a light-blue dashed line and is in the attached 
Alternate Route Analysis spreadsheet in light-blue.  It transitions from overhead to 
underground at the End of Park Village and would run mostly under a trail in the Los 
Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve for approximately 1.6 miles.  It emerges from the Preserve 
just east of the intersection of Darkwood Road and Park Village Road and then runs 
under Park Village Road for approximately .8 miles until reaching Brickellia. 
 
At Brickellia, this route dissects the West Chase Community’s Greenbelt Park for its 
entire length.  The Greenbelt Park is a landscaped strip of land approximately 150 feet 
wide and 1,550 feet (.3 miles) long that runs through the West Chase Development.  It is 
a park and it is an extension of many of the homeowners backyards. Twenty-nine of the 
West Chase homes are immediately adjacent to the Greenbelt Park and lie only 5 to 15 
feet from the fence which is shared by the park.  In fact, many adjacent homes have gates 
from their small backyards directly into the park.  The closest homes sit only four-and-a-
half feet from the fence that is shared with the Greenbelt Park.  These families, many 
with young children, eat and play in the park. The entire West Chase Development lies 
within one-quarter mile of the Greenbelt Park.  Unfortunately, SDG&E’s Preferred Route 
runs directly through the middle of the Greenbelt Park.   
 
East of the Greenbelt Park, this route continues ENE for about 1.6 miles along the 
SDG&E Right of Way (“ROW”), a 50-year-old essentially vacant 150-wide strip of land 
bounded on its north by the SR56 Bike Lane and on its south by single family homes for 
most of its length.  Towards its east end, this ROW passes through private property, 
riparian areas, and some steep terrain before it crosses Peñasquitos Blvd., and reaches 
Chicarita. 
 
The total length of this route is 4.3 miles, all of which are underground.  SDG&E has told 
us that underground lines cost between 4 and 5 times the cost of overhead lines.  We are 
therefore using 4.5 times the underground length as an estimate to compare relative costs 
of overhead and underground route segments.  The relative cost for this route, SDG&E's 
Preferred Route and our base route for comparison is 4.3 miles times 4.5, or 19.35.  We 
will compare each of our proposed alternate routes against this base route to determine 
whether they are relatively more or less costly.   
 
This base route also impacts 152 homes that are directly adjacent to its path and within 
approximately 100 feet of where the line would run.  While most of these homes are 
adjacent to SDG&E’s 50-year-old ROW, some are not.  The impact of underground high-
voltage lines will be new to all 152 of these homes, and many others in the immediate 
area.  We will compare each of our proposed alternate routes against this base route for 
impact to adjacent homes and will also comment on the nature of the impact to those 
homes. 
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Alternate Route 1 - Carmel Valley Rd 
 
This route is shown on the attached Map as both solid red and dashed red lines and is in 
the attached Alternate Route Analysis spreadsheet in red.  This proposed alternate route, 
starting at the End of Park Village, would join existing overhead lines and run north 
approximately 2.2 miles until it reaches Carmel Valley Road at Via Albertura.  It then 
would run north-east for approximately 2.7 miles under the median of 110 foot-wide 
Carmel Valley Road until just east of Black Mountain Road.  It would then transition 
back to existing overhead lines and run 2.3 miles south-east to Chicarita. 
 
Among Alternate Route 1’s advantages are: 
• It requires only about 2.7 miles of underground line, 1.6 miles less than what 

SDG&E’s Preferred Route requires – and would certainly prove less expensive. 
• Its underground portion could be placed almost entirely within the median of the 

Carmel Valley Road public roadway, easing installation and mitigating traffic impact 
concerns.  SDG&E’s Preferred Route runs through parks, preserves, and a roadway 
without a center median. 

• This Route eliminates or mitigates environmental impact.  It runs in an existing power 
corridor and then under the median of a public roadway – Not through sensitive 
environmental preserves.  This could even reduce or eliminate the potential for 
expensive lawsuits brought on by concerned environmental groups. 

• No additional easement acquisition is required with this option.  It is entirely within 
existing easements or roadways (where SDG&E has franchise rights to underground 
facilities). 

 
Alternate Route 1 requires 4.5 miles added to existing overhead and 2.7 miles of new 
underground facilities.  Its relative cost is 16.65, or 2.70 less than that of SDG&E’s 
Preferred Route.  This route also impacts 48 homes, a full 104 less than those impacted 
by SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  Further, 25 of the homes impacted are already adjacent to 
existing overhead lines in vacant corridors.  The other 23 are adjacent to Carmel Valley 
Road and would be very minimally affected by a line buried in the middle of a 110 foot-
wide road.  None of this route would run through parks, preserves, riparian or other 
sensitive habitat, or narrow roadways. 
 
Alternate Route 2 – SR56 
This route is shown on the attached Map as both solid orange and dashed orange lines 
and is in the attached Alternate Route Analysis spreadsheet in orange.  While SDG&E 
said they had considered a route running under the middle of SR56, it is not listed as one 
of alternate routes that they considered.  SDG&E said they asked CalTrans about running 
the transmission line under SR56 and that CalTrans told them no.  It is difficult to 
determine the veracity of those statements or if it would be difficult to obtain permission 
to run this transmission facility about 3.5 miles under SR56.  However, it appears to be a 
viable and attractive alternate route worthy of study. 
 
Alternate Route 2 would travel north from the End of Park Village about 1.9 miles on 
existing overhead lines until reaching SR56.  It would then transition to underground for 
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approximately 3.5 miles east within the SR56 property limits.  It could transition from the 
edge of the roadway initially to the center divide at the bridge located about .1 miles east 
of the overhead wires and .6 miles west of Camino Del Sur, and then continue in the 
median.  It would have to cross additional bridges at Camino Del Sur and .7 miles east of 
Camino Del Sur and then move under Peñasquitos Blvd. at the SR56 overpass.  It would 
then continue .3 miles south on Peñasquitos Blvd. to Chicarita. 
 
Among Alternate Route 2’s advantages are: 
• It requires only about 3.5 miles of underground line, .8 miles less than what 

SDG&E’s Preferred Route requires – and would certainly prove less expensive. 
• Its underground portion could be placed almost entirely within the median of SR56, 

easing installation and mitigating traffic impact concerns.  SDG&E’s Preferred Route 
runs through parks, preserves, and a roadway without a center median. 

• This Route eliminates environmental impact.  It runs entirely under the median of a 
public roadway – Not through sensitive environmental preserves.  This could even 
reduce or eliminate the potential for expensive lawsuits brought on by concerned 
environmental groups. 

• No additional easement acquisition is required with this option.  It is entirely within 
SR56 (where permission from CalTrans would be required) and City roadway (where 
SDG&E has franchise rights to underground facilities). 

 
Alternate Route 2 requires 1.9 miles of addition to existing overhead lines and 3.5 miles 
of new underground facilities.  Its relative cost is 19.00, or .35 less than that of SDG&E’s 
Preferred Route.  This route also impacts only 3 homes, a full 149 less than those 
impacted by SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  Further, all 3 of the homes impacted are already 
adjacent to existing overhead lines in vacant corridors.  None of this route would run 
through parks, preserves, riparian or other sensitive habitat, or narrow roadways. 
 
Alternate Route 3 – Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve and Mercy Road 
This route is shown on the attached Map as a dashed yellow line and is in the attached 
Alternate Route Analysis spreadsheet in yellow.  This alternate route is a departure from 
the thinking around the other alternate routes in that it runs further than SDG&E’s 
Preferred Route through the Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve.  Many will find it 
objectionable and some will reject it out-of-hand for that reason alone.  It is however, an 
attractive alternative that is at least worthy of study.   
 
This route is also a departure from the others in that it does not run through Chicarita.  
Instead, it connects to existing overhead lines at Scripps-Poway Parkway and Ivy Hill 
Drive in Scripps Ranch.  Rather than change the base and the other alternatives to match 
this different end-point, the 1.6 miles of overhead required to run from Ivy Hill Dr to 
Chicarita, and the homes impacted by that overhead, were subtracted from the analysis of 
Alternate Route 3.  In other words, this route avoids 1.6 miles of addition to existing 
overhead lines and avoids impacting 44 adjacent homes by not heading to Chicarita. 
 
Alternate Route 3 would travel underground south from the End of Park Village and then 
turn east, following SDG&E’s Preferred Route until it turns towards Park Village Road 
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near Darkwood Drive.  Instead, this route would continue through the Preserve to the end 
of Canyonside Park Drive, for a total of about 2 miles in the Preserve. It would then 
continue about .6 miles east under Canyonside Park Drive to Black Mountain Road.  It 
would turn south under Black Mountain Road to Mercy Road, where the underground 
line would turn east and continue under Mercy Road for 1.3 miles to the I-15 overpass. 
Mercy Road changes names at the overpass and the line would continue under Scripps-
Poway Parkway for another .9 miles to the vicinity of Ivy Hill Dr, where it would 
transition to existing overhead from the Sycamore Canyon Substation. 
 
Among Alternate Route 3’s advantages are: 
• It avoids the additional overhead lines required to reach Chicarita and the impact of 

those lines to 44 adjacent homes. 
• It impacts only 35 homes that are adjacent to its new route under Scripps-Poway 

Parkway and Mercy Road. 
 
Alternate Route 3 requires about 5 miles of new underground facilities and avoids 1.6 
miles of addition to existing overhead lines.  Its relative cost is 21.13, or 1.78 more than 
that of SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  This route impacts a net of -9 homes, a full 161 less 
than those impacted by SDG&E’s Preferred Route.  Further, the 35 homes it does impact 
are adjacent to new underground facilities under the roadway of Scripps-Poway 
Parkway/Mercy Road.  The route through the park would be through abandoned sewage 
facilities and would avoid riparian or other sensitive pristine habitat. 
 
Recommendations & Conclusions 
While this analysis does not endorse the need for or wisdom of the Sunrise Powerlink in 
its entirety or the need for or wisdom of its Coastal Link, it does address which is the best 
and least impacting route through Rancho Peñasquitos.  To that end: 
1. Alternate Route 2, under SR56, is the route that would impact the Rancho 

Peñasquitos Community the least.   
2. If, for some reason, CalTrans will not allow this route to proceed, Alternate Route 1, 

under Carmel Valley Road appears the best second choice.   
3. Finally, Alternate Route 3, through the preserve and under Mercy Road, would be the 

3rd best option under this analysis. 
 
Suffice it to say that any of these alternate routes is preferable to the route proposed and 
preferred by SDG&E.  Rancho Peñasquitos will be better served by any of the alternate 
routes.  SDG&E did not conduct a thorough analysis of alternatives and sought only to 
use its right-of-way unless and until that was proven unworkable. 



Alternate Route Analysis
Alternate Routes through Rancho Penasquitos for SDG's Sunrise Powerlink's Coastal Link

Undevelo
ped

Parking 
Lot Roadway Park Undevelo

ped
Miles 1.60
Homes
Miles 0.80
Homes 29
Miles 0.30
Homes 34
Miles 1.60
Homes 89
Miles 0.00 0.00 0.80 1.90 1.60 4.30
Homes 0 0 29 34 89 152

0.00 0.00 3.60 8.55 7.20 19.35 Base Case for Comparison
Miles 2.20
Homes 3
Miles 2.70
Homes 23
Miles 2.30

Homes 22

Miles 4.50 0.00 2.70 0.00 0.00 7.20
Homes 25 0 23 0 0 48

4.50 0.00 12.15 0.00 0.00 16.65
2.70 Less Expensive than SDG&E's Preferred Route

Miles 1.90
Homes 3
Miles 3.50

Homes

Miles 0.30

Homes

Miles 1.90 0.00 3.80 0.00 0.00 5.70
Homes 3 0 0 0 0 3

1.90 0.00 17.10 0.00 0.00 19.00
0.35 Less Expensive than SDG&E's Preferred Route

Miles 2.00
Homes
Miles 0.60
Homes
Miles 0.25
Homes
Miles 1.30
Homes 25
Miles 0.90
Homes 10
Miles -1.60
Homes -44
Miles -1.60 0.00 3.05 2.00 0.00 3.45
Homes -44 0 35 0 0 -9

-1.60 0.00 13.73 9.00 0.00 21.13
-1.78 Slightly more than SDG&E's Preferred Route

New Underground under Black Mountain Rd

New Underground under Scripps Poway Parkway and transition to existing 
overhead

Alternate Route 2
SR56

End of Park Village to SR56 Addition to Existing Overhead Lines

SR56 - 1.1 Miles NW of Camino Del 
Sur to Penasquitos Blvd

Relative Cost (Underground miles x 4.5)

Alternate Route 3
Los Penasquitos
Canyon Preserve 

& Mercy Rd

Relative Cost (Underground miles x 4.5)

South under Black Mountain Rd to 
Mercy Rd

End of Park Village through Preserve 
to Canyonside Park Dr

Alternate Route 1
Carmel Valley Rd

End of Park Village to Carmel Valley 
Rd

Addition to Existing Overhead Lines

Carmel Valley Rd - Via Albertura to 
just East of Black Mountain Rd

New Underground - under the 110 ft wide Carmel Valley Rd Median

Carmel Valley Rd just East of Black 
Mountian Rd to Cantabria Apts at 
Azuagua & Penasquitos Blvd

Addition to Existing Overhead Lines. Apts adjacent to ROW – No 
structures w/in 100 ft - Next to Chicarita Substation

Totals 4.5 miles added to Existing Overhead, 2.7 miles new Underground, and 48 
Adjacent Homes

SDG&E Preferred 
Route

End of Park Village through Los 
Penasquitos Canyon Preserve
Park Village Road - Darkwood to 
Brickellia

Add to Existing 
Route Location

Relative Cost (Underground miles x 4.5)

ROW - West Chase Greenbelt

New Underground under Mercy Rd

Avoidance - Scripps Poway Pkwy @ 
Ivy Hill Dr to Chicarita Substation

This section would be avoided under this alternative. These numbers are a 
reduction of cost & impact.

Totals Approx 5 miles new underground & avoids of 1.6 miles overhead - 35 
homes near new underground and avoids 44 homes with existing overhead

East under Mercy Rd to 1-15 
Overpass
Continue East under Scripps Poway 
Parkway to Ivy Hill Drive

New underground through the Preserve

East under Canyonside Park Dr to 
Black Mountain Rd

New Underground under Canyonside Park Dr

New underground through the Preserve

New Underground Under Park Village Rd

Approx 4.3 miles new Underground with 152 Adjacent Homes within 
approx 100 ft

ROW - West Chase to Penasquitos 
Blvd to Cantabria Apts at Azuagua
Totals

Totals 1.9 miles added to Existing Overhead, 3.8 miles new Underground, and 3 
Adjacent Homes

New Underground - under SR56.  Requires transitions:
1) From existing overhead to underground at SR56
2) To median at Bridge .6 miles NW of Camino Del Sur
3) Across Bridge at Camino Del Sur
4) Across Bridge .7 miles SE of Camino Del Sur
5) To Penasquitos Blvd median and East
Apts adjacent to ROW – No structures w/in 100 ft - Next to Chicarita

Penasquitos Blvd - SR56 Overpass 
to Cantabria Apts east of Azuagua

Relative Cost (Underground miles x 4.5)

Totals Notes

Approx 1,550 ft through the middle of a Landscaped Community Park.

Under undeveloped ROW. Apts adjacent to ROW – No structures w/in 100 
ft - Next to Chicarita Substation

New Underground
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OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 
 
 
In the Matter of the Application of    Application No. 06-08-010 
San Diego Gas & Electric Company    (filed August 4, 2006) 
(U-902) for a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity for the     Application No. 05-12-014 
Sunrise Powerlink Transmission Project   (Filed December 14, 2005) 
 
 
 
 

PRELIMINARY SCOPING COMMENTS OF 
 

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE FOR SENSIBLE ENERGY (CASE) 
 

 

 Community Alliance for Sensible Energy (CASE) respectfully submits this 

collection of “Preliminary Scoping Comments” regarding SDG&E’s application for a 

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Sunrise Powerlink Transmission 

Project.  

 Our new concerns are most easily understood by referring to figures 7 and 8 of 

the Notice of Preparation/Notice of Public Scoping Meetings for an Environmental 

Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement on September 11, 20061 2: These figures 

depict an area of the “Proposed Project 500kV and Proposed Project 230kV” between the 

“San Felipe Substation” and indicator number “111,” a general portion of the “Central 

Link” section and it’s tie-ins, including the “Proposed Central East Substation,” plus the 

                                                 
1 (Draft NOP/NPSM-SPL, CPUC 9-11-06) 
2 There are a number of new routes that have not been made public in print before September 11, 2006, 
when the draft NOP was mailed out, as the Amended Application, which was published August 4, was not 
made public in print form and further was not sent to people on disk unless they requested it. Consequently, 
our review and comments on the changes made to the proposed route and its new alternatives are only now 
being fully realized: 



“Borrego Valley Alternative” and “SR-78 East Alternative,” and 3 separate sections of  

“SR-79 Alternative”, “S-2 Alternative, and the “SR-78 West Alternative.” 

 

 

1. Specific Comments to New Alternate and Main Routes/New comments: 

a. The new route called “Borrego Valley Alternative” and linking to the new 

“SR-78 East Alternative,” from its north west endpoint, traverses 

“downtown” Ranchita, slices through the Sheep Canyon and Pinyon Ridge 

Wilderness Areas of Anza Borrego Desert State Park on a narrow in-

holding road,3 contains archaeological sites,4 threatens school-children on 

the way to their bus-stops,5 and traverses known Peninsular Big Horn 

Sheep habitat and migratory routes (the endangered large mammal that 

Borrego Springs is named for).6 

b. The new proposed route including Mesa Grande Road goes through a 

VERY significant archaeological site,7 and also travels along school bus 

routes,8 and bus stops,  passes through the grounds of our communities’ 

rural children’s daycare center,9 and Head Start Preschool.10  

c. The proposed Central East Substation in San Felipe would be devastated 

by the many miles of access roads in and near to this small community, 

and the light pollution emerging from this inappropriately sited substation 

(which also falls within the Palomar Observatory restricted light space). 

d. The proposal might hamper the best view from the new Casino under 

construction at the Santa Ysabel Indian Reservation.  

 

                                                 
3 Tubb Canyon Road 
4 Anza Borrego Desert State Park archaeological record 
5 Warner Unified School District, San Felipe-Ranchita Route, residents on east side of Montezuma Valley 
Road. 
6 Anza Borrego Desert State Park biological record 
7 Oral communication, Diegueno site nature cannot be disclosed in print, A. Ruppert, Sept. 2006 
8 Julian Union School District, Mesa Grande Road, and Santa Ysabel Indian Head Start, Warner Unified 
School District Ranchita Route, Santa Ysabel and Lake Henshaw Route 
9 Artho Family Day Care Center, Mesa Grande Road at Hwy 79 
10 Santa Ysabel Indian Head Start, Santa Ysabel 



2. It is apparent from the maps, “Figure 4A”, “Figure 4B”, “Figure 7”, and “Figure 

8”, that there is severe and significant impact along sections of both the proposed 

and alternate routes in this section11, to a significant number of cumulative private 

property owners and families, who, collectively, comprise a large community of 

people directly or indirectly affected by the proposed project.12 This cumulative 

community may compare in size to the residences in Alternative Segment 6/8, 

which was rightfully rejected as stated on page 12 of the draft NOP because of its 

proximity to populated communities and schools.13  

 

3. This proposal appears to unduly impact and discriminate against the CASE allied 

communities in the following ways: 

a. the “Four new 230 kV circuits” System Alternative14 to a 500kV line 

through our communities is not an impossibility, as was previously 

indicated to our community by representatives of SDG&E at a public 

information meeting held on January 11, 2006, in the Warner Unified 

School Cafeteria. While we oppose the Sunrise Powerlink wholly, the fact 

that the proposal continues to assert the most severe transmission line 

voltage, 500kV, through our distinct residential communities, and even the 

new placement of a 100+ acre substation actually in a residential 

community, is wholly discriminatory against those communities, 

especially when a 230kV alternative exists, and that the 230kV sized line 

can be buried, whereas the 500kV can not, and the underground 230kV 

alternative has indeed been offered to various communities while not to 

others.15 

b. From analyzing Figure 8 of the draft NOP16 we believe that the “Full Loop 

Alternative”,17 or some variation thereof, is indeed a future plan of 

                                                 
11 Described in the second paragraph of this document. 
12 Property owners and residents in Tubb Canyon of Borrego, Southwest Borrego Springs, Grapevine 
Canyon, Ranchita, San Felipe, Mataguay, Mesa Grande, Santa Ysabel Indian Reservation, Santa Ysabel, 
and outlying ranches.  
13 See reference 3, p. 12 
14 Reference 3, page 12 
15Rancho Penasquitos, San Diego Country Estates. 
16 See ref. 3, last attachment 



SDG&E, as SDG&E has kept that possibility open at all costs:  Every 

single alternative to the proposed route that the applicant has offered 

begins at the Imperial Valley Substation and visits the road corridors 

around Volcan Mountain which lead to the Warner Valley and northward 

beyond, either along the Santa Ysabel route or the San Felipe route.  

 

It is interesting to note that all of these alternatives go all the way up to the 

mountains, on a longer 60 mile route, to the tiniest of rural communities, 

just to descend again, along a smaller line, to an endpoint, while a shorter, 

less expensive, less destructive 30 mile route to the supposed “endpoint” is 

never even suggested. 

 

While these lengthy, circuitous routes to our tiny, rural neighborhoods are 

silently escorted through this proceeding, other evidence leads us to 

believe that this alternative has indeed already been nurtured through 

many levels of planning for a high voltage link to a Central San Diego 

Substation with the capacity for future expansion and distribution to points 

outward and beyond: 

1. Application description of Central East Substation18 

2. Sempra’s comments on the subject19 

3. Presentations, documents, and statements made by SDG&E, the 

California Energy Commission, and Mr. Bill Powers. 20 

4. Arizona Public Service Map21 

Ultimately, the Central Substation can be likened to the hindquarters of a 

horse, and the route down to Penasquitos appears to be the hair of a one-

stranded tail. We do not want to see this horse grow more tail hairs!! Nor 

would we want to see any of these “hairs” get permanently attached to an 

                                                                                                                                                 
17 Ref. 3, p. 12 
18 See application, expansion plans 
19 See Appendix D 
20 Appendix C-1-C-3, Appendix D 
21 Arizona Public Service, see Appendix B 



“electric socket” resulting in permanent and ongoing electrocution of our 

precious scenic “central link” region. 

 

4. The California Energy Commission states that the data of their study on 

renewable energy procurement contract failure suggest that a minimum overall 

contract failure rate of 20 to 30 percent should generally be expected for large 

solicitations conducted over multiple years,22 and realistically expects the Stirling 

Solar facility near the Salton Sea to be operational in the year 2017,23  not 2010. 

This leaves one to wonder what the Sunrise Powerlink will be carrying those 

seven extra years, and the rural starting point of the Sunrise Powerlink, at the 

Imperial Valley substation may have the clue; its coincidental connection with 

large amounts of fossil fuel powered energy from Mexico and across the west.24 

So, for our new pet horse, we would fear the “overeater, fast-food, short-circuit” 

(read: non-nutritious, not healthy) nature of the “electric diet” of this particular 

beast. The hidden incentive to create future links to the North to carry energy 

other than renewable or alternative energy cannot be denied as a major reason and 

purpose that the utility company retains this part of the backcountry as part of all 

“preferred” and “alternate” routes.  

a. We believe that this presents an unwritten, yet highly substantiated, severe 

and irreparable future impact to our allied communities, as well as to the 

entire region, in an economic sense. 

b. We believe that a new, creative alternate to the proposal, which would still 

allow SDG&E to meet its “stated goals” to maintain reliability of service, 

provide transmission capability for renewable resources, and reduce 

energy costs in the San Diego region, cannot be possible unless it entirely 

avoids and is grounded against the financially-tempting, “short-circuiting” 

high-voltage transmission access to northern markets (in this case, being, 

specifically, access to or through the “allied communities”).  
                                                 
22 “Building a ‘Margin of Safety’ Into Renewable Energy Procurements: A Review of Experience with 
Contract Failure,” http://www.energy.ca.gov/2006publications/CEC-300-2006-004/CEC-300-2006-
004.PDF 
23 Ref.18, M. Sullivan 
24 CorpWatch article on Sempra’s Mexican Energy Plants, also see ref 18 and 19. 



 

5. While there is evidence of San Diego County owned land on “Figure 3”, there 

appears to be an omission of these preserves on “Figure 1”, “Figure 7”, and 

“Figure 8”. We hope to see a map in the CPUC/CEQA process that delineates 

such a relation. 

 

6. The placement of the “Proposed Central East Substation” in San Felipe25 and the 

“Proposed 230kV line” in Santa Ysabel26 seem to go directly against all logical 

parameters of siting a substation or expensive transmission line within critical 

topographical zones of traditional and lethal fire corridors.27 

a. The approval of such structures by government officials would need to be 

legally scrutinized under community safety or endangerment laws relating 

to reasonable risk. 

b. The assumption of responsibility for any costs for disasters or deaths 

resulting from such known risks, or any other losses in events relating to 

these disasters, would need to be legally analysed, in the event of 

government approval for such irresponsible placement of these structures. 

 

7. The placement of the proposed line along active earthquake faults is a risk that the 

CPUC and the County of San Diego must examine, as part of their duty to the 

citizens of San Diego and the ratepayers who would assume the cost of building 

structures along any such approved locations.28 29   According to our information, 

the proposal “aligns almost perfectly” with such active San Diego County faults.30 

 

                                                 
25 Ref. 3, figure 4B 
26 Ref 3, figure 4A 
27 Teofulio Summit, Inaja Canyon, both sites of devastating and uncontrollable firestorms in which 
numerous people have lost their lives, including recently during the Pines and Cedar fires. 
28CPUC-CEQA process 
29 http://www.co.san-diego.ca.us/cnty/cntydepts/landuse/planning/GP2020/pubs/elements/seismic.pdf . 
30 Appendix A: Communication from Jared Aldern, Environmental Historian, San Diego, CA, July 5, 2006 



8. The placement of tall power-towers in the Ranchita area does not align with the 

military flight patterns in the area.31 

 

 

 

 
 
Dated: October 3, 2006 
        
/s/  Mary Aldern___________ 
Mary Aldern, CASE co-director, 
P.O. Box 321, Warner Springs, CA  92086 
760/782-9036 or 559/323-6750       
<hikermomma1@yahoo.com>        

                                                 
31http://www.opr.ca.gov/military/handbook/Appendix_A_Military_Installations.pdf#search=%22mtr%20m
iramar%20site%3A.pdf%20-hotel%20military%22, legend on p. 10, map on p.28 
 



 

APPENDIX A:  

 
COMMUNICATION FROM JARED ALDERN, ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIAN, SAN DIEGO, CA, 

July, 5, 2006 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This is from a County of San Diego document at http://www.co.san-

diego.ca.us/cnty/cntydepts/landuse/planning/GP2020/pubs/elements/seismic.pdf. 

Note that all the active faults in the county are in our (central link) area -- its 

basically as if SDG&E chose its proposed routes to align almost perfectly with 

these active fault zones.  The County, as stated below, has a responsibility to 

restrict development in these zones... 

FAULT RUPTURE  

Although by far the most damage caused by an earthquake is due to 
ground shaking; any buildings built right on an active fault are 
obviously in danger. If a building is built on a fault trace, any 
movement, fast or slow (fault creep), will rupture that building. 
This is a major concern in communities where very active faults 
such as the San Andreas, run through urbanized areas, such as 
include San Francisco, Portola Valley, Hayward, San Bernardino, and 
San Jacinto. In San Diego County, most of the known active faults 
in the unincorporated area are in relatively sparsely settled 
regions in the northeastern corner of the County. Portions of these 
faults are within Federal land (National Forest, Bureau of Land 
Management, and Indian reservations), and the Anza Borrego 
Desert)State Park. In the coastal area the Rose Canyon fault is 
active and the La Nacion fault may possibly be active.  

The State of California has designated Special Studies Zones along 
active faults in the following areas:  

Elsinore fault: North of Pala, Palomar Mountain, Pauma Valley, Lake 
Henshaw, Julian, Banner Canyon, Mason Valley, Vallecito Valley, and 
Carrizo Valley.  

Earthquake Valley fault: San Felipe Valley and Sentenac Canyon.  

Coyote Creek fault: Borrego Valley and Ocotillo Wells.  

San Jacinto fault: Clark Valley (east of Borrego).  

(cont. on next page) 



(Appendix A, continued) 

In addition, the County has a responsibility to regulate 
development along the following active faults and areas which are 
not yet in Special Studies Zones.  

Agua Caliente fault: Dameron Valley, Oak Grove, Sunshine Summit, 
Warner Springs and Ranchita.  

Hot Springs fault: Chihuahua Valley  

The State is currently (1991) studying the Rose Canyon fault with 
the intention of designating it as a Special Studies Zone.  

The Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones Act of 1972 specifically 
addresses the problem of rupture on active faults. This act 
requires each jurisdiction to adopt an ordinance controlling 
development on or near active faults. San Diego County added Fault 
Displacement Area Regulations to its Zoning Ordinance (Sections 
5400-5406) in 1979.  

  
 Jared Aldern 
Executive Director 
The Land Conversation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9 
Warner Springs, CA  92086 
phone/FAX:  (760)782-0791 
email:   jared@thelandconversation.org 
website: http://www.thelandconversation.org 



 

APPENDIX B: ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE 2005 PRESS RELEASE 

In an Arizona Public Service October 2005 press release, the map below 
depicts the (feasibility study of) construction of two 500 kV lines 
from Wyoming to move coal, wind, and other resources into Arizona and 
California.  Page 3 is of particular interest, where APS shows the 
Phase I Sunrise Powerlink(to San Diego Central) and Phase II (San Diego 
Central to SCE) as a single existing line that will allow an additional 
pathway for shipment of Wyoming coal power and other resources to the 
Los Angeles load center. (SEE NEXT PAGE) 



MAP 

 



APPENDIX C-1:  
JIM AVERY, PRESENTATION TO THE CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION, 
MAP, PAGE 12, JULY 2005 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
APPENDIX C-2: 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION, STRATEGIC TRANSMISSION 
INVESTMENT PLAN, NOVEMBER 2005 (CEC-100-2005-006-CMF) 
 
On the website http://www.energy.ca.gov/2005_energypolicy/index.html 
In the 4th document with an adobe icon next to it (“Strategic Transmission Investment 
Plan”), the Jim Avery’s Appendix C-1 graphic appears, but with the yellow midpoint 
arrow aiming at Serrano Valley labeled, “Potential Future 500kV Northern Link”. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
APPENDIX C-3: 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION, BORDER ENERGY WORKSHOP 
TRANSCRIPT, PP. 106-146, MAY 18, 2005 
 
 “MR. GEIER: That will be the starting point. And the consultant will work with that. A couple of 
those options are very similar. So some of them are the full 500 loop that connects us back to 
Riverside County . We think that's probably the overall plan. It may or may not be the plan we put 
forward initially. From a reliability perspective, we don't need both lines right now. We just need 
one of the two.” p. 121 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX C-4: 
STATEMENT FROM BILL POWERS, PRESIDENT, BORDER POWER PLANT 
WORKING GROUP 

A single-circuit 500 kV line, like SDGE’s existing Southwest Powerlink (SWPL) along I-
8, can readily carry 2,000 MW or more.  The SWPL is currently rated at 1,900 MW (see 
graphic below), and the rating is based on substation capacity, not the line capacity.  
Ultimately Sunrise will be a 2,000+ MW transmission superhighway from the Mexican 
border where SDGE’s parent Sempra has one export power plant in Mexicali and desires 
to build another.  Having a straight shot from the Mexican border to Los Angeles via the 
Sunrise Powerlink will remove the only physical bottleneck to building more Sempra 
plants in Mexicali for export to California . If SDGE simply follows the July 2003 San 
Diego Regional Energy Strategy 2030 and modernizes the South Bay Power Plant in 
Chula Vista we do not need any new transmission for at least a decade or more, even by 
SDGE’s very conservative calculations.  

  – Bill Powers 

 



APPENDIX D: FURTHER EVIDENCE FOR FULL LOOP 
 
1) SDG&E's map of existing rights of way: 
http://www.sdge.com/sunrisepowerlink/info/maps/Macro_Corridor_Map.pdf 
  
2) A website with links to several documents pertaining to rights of way: 
http://corridoreis.anl.gov/news/index.cfm#scopingcomments 
  
3) A Sempra document that mentions the possible need to develop corridors across BLM land -- 
and also down Highway 76 -- for the Sunrise Powerlink: 
http://corridoreis.anl.gov/scopingcomments/docs/EnergyCorridorProgrammaticEISComment0022.
pdf 
  
4) A transcript of Sempra public testimony: 
http://corridoreis.anl.gov/scopingcomments/docs/CA03_CA_Transcript_1_OCR.pdf 
  
Finally, here's a listing of links to public comments, including items 3 & 4 above: 
http://corridoreis.anl.gov/scopingcomments/dsp_commentlist.cfm?PageNum=1&state=CA#rec 
 



 
On October 3, 2006, a true copy of: 
PRELIMINARY SCOPING COMMENTS OF COMMUNITY ALLIANCE FOR 
SENSIBLE ENERGY (CASE) 
was sent to  
 
Ms. Billie Blanchard, CPUC/Lynda Kastoll, BLM 
c/o Aspen Environmental Group 
by electronic email, at 
 
sunrise@aspeneg.com 
 
and all known parties with an email address on the service list in proceeding A.06-08-
010/A.05-12-014 by electronic mail . 
 

 

October 3, 2006 

Fresno, California 

Mary Aldern 

Co-director, CASE 
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ROBERT ELLIOTT                            SCOTT CAUCHOIS                           
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION        
TRANSMISSION PERMITTING & RELIABILITY BR  ELECTRICITY RESOURCES & 
PRICING BRANCH   
AREA 4-A                                  ROOM 4209                                
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                       505 VAN NESS AVENUE                      
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214             SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214            
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
SCOTT LOGAN                               STEVEN A. WEISSMAN                       
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION        
ELECTRICITY RESOURCES & PRICING BRANCH    DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
LAW JUDGES    
ROOM 4209                                 ROOM 5107                                
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                       505 VAN NESS AVENUE                      
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214             SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214            
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
TERRIE D. PROSPER                         TRACI BONE                               
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION        
EXECUTIVE DIVISION                        LEGAL DIVISION                           
ROOM 5301                                 ROOM 5206                                
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                       505 VAN NESS AVENUE                      
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214             SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214            
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
SUSAN LEE                                 CLARE LAUFENBERG                         
ASPEN ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP                 CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION             
235 MONTGOMERY STREET, SUITE 935          1516 NINTH STREET, MS 46                 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94104                  SACRAMENTO, CA  95814                    
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
MARC PRYOR                                THOMAS FLYNN                             
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION              CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION        



1516 9TH ST, MS 20                        ENERGY RESOURCES BRANCH                  
SACRAMENTO, CA  95814                     770 L STREET, SUITE 1050                 
                                          SACRAMENTO, CA  95814                    
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
JUDY GRAU                                 TOM MURPHY                               
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION              VP., SACRAMENTO OPERATIONS               
1516 NINTH STREET MS-46                   ASPEN ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP                
SACRAMENTO, CA  95814-5512                8801 FOLSOM BLVD., SUITE 290             
                                          SACRAMENTO, CA  95826                    
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