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Figure A-2 provides a flowchart of the EIR process. The CPUC has completed the initial steps of the EIR 

process as discussed in this section and will continue through the process as required by CEQA. Section 

15063(a) of the CEQA Guidelines states that if a lead agency can clearly identify the need for an EIR, 

then an Initial Study is not required. The CPUC determined that an EIR was needed for the proposed 

Project and therefore prepared this EIR without an Initial Study, as allowed under CEQA.  

Figure A-2. The EIR Process 

A.5 Reader’s Guide to this EIR 

A.5.1 Incorporation by Reference 

SCE’s Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) (submitted as part of its Application No. No. A.14-

12-013 for the VSSP) contains certain information that is incorporated by reference in some sections of 

this EIR. The PEA is available for public review during normal business hours at the CPUC’s Central Files 

(505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco) and also via the Internet at: 

 http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/valleysouth/ValleySouth.htm 

A.5.2 EIR Organization 

This EIR is organized as follows: 

Executive Summary. A summary description of the proposed Project, the alternatives, their respective 

environmental impacts and the Environmentally Superior Alternative.  

Section A (Introduction). An overview of the proposed Project, purpose and need for the Project, 

anticipated permits and approvals, and the public agency use of the EIR. 

Section B (Project Description). Detailed description of the proposed Project, including construction, 

operation, and maintenance activities.  

Section C (Environmental Analysis). A comprehensive analysis and assessment of impacts and mitiga-

tion measures for the proposed Project. This section is divided into main sections for each of 

13 environmental issue areas (e.g., Air Quality, Cultural and Paleontological Resources) that contain the 

environmental settings and impacts of the proposed Project, including a description of the cumulative 

scenario and an assessment of cumulative effects. At the end of each issue area analysis, a summary of 

impacts and mitigation is provided. 


