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4.7 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MIATERIALS

4.7 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

This section describes the environmental and regulatory setting and discusses impacts associated
with the construction and operation of the Mesa 500-kV Substation Project (proposed project)
proposed by Southern California Edison Company (SCE, or the applicant) with respect to hazards
and hazardous materials.

The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT), Office of Hazardous Material Safety,
defines “hazard” as a condition, activity, or inherent characteristic of a material that has the
potential to cause harm to people, property, or the environment. The term “hazardous material” is
defined by California health and safety statutes as any material that, because of quantity,
concentration, or physical or chemical characteristics, poses a significant present or potential
hazard to human health and safety or to the environment (California Health and Safety Code [HSC],
Chapter 6.95, Section 25501). Under Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), the term
hazardous material is further defined as:

A substance or combination of substances which, because of its quantity, concentration, or
physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, may either (1) cause, or significantly contribute
to, an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible, or incapacitating reversible,
illness; or (2) pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or environment
when improperly treated, stored, transported or disposed of or otherwise managed (CCR, Title
22, Section 66260.10).

Exposure to hazardous materials can cause death, serious injury, long-lasting health effects, and
damage to buildings, homes, and other property. Hazards to human health and the environment
can occur during production, storage, transportation, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. If not
properly handled or contained, hazardous materials also have the potential to be released into the
environment and can cause public health and environmental concerns. Some hazardous materials
are also fire and explosion hazards. For this reason, the storage, handling, transport, and disposal of
hazardous materials is regulated by federal, state, and local governmental agencies (FEMA 2008).

The term hazardous wastes is specifically defined by California health and safety statutes and
regulations. Hazardous wastes include Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous
waste, extremely hazardous waste, and acutely hazardous waste (California HSC §25117).
California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 11, section 66261.3 also defines
hazardous waste.

Hazardous substances are defined more broadly in California HSC, Chapter 6.8, Section 25316 as
being inclusive of hazardous materials, hazardous wastes, hazardous contaminants, and hazardous
pollutants. In this section, the term “hazardous materials” is used to denote hazardous products
and hazardous commodities that are transported or used in commerce. The term “hazardous
waste” is used for waste materials that are destined for treatment or disposal and have been
defined in state or federal regulations as being hazardous waste.

4.7.1 Environmental Setting

The proposed project would be located primarily within the City of Monterey Park in Los Angeles
County, California. Other major components are located in the Cities of Montebello, Rosemead,
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South El Monte, Commerce, Bell Gardens, and Pasadena, as well as in unincorporated portions of
Los Angeles County.

Minor ground disturbing activities would occur at three additional satellite substations, including
Vincent Substation in unincorporated Los Angeles County, Walnut Substation in the City of
Industry, and Pardee Substation in the City of Santa Clarita.

Additional minor modifications within 24 existing substations located throughout unincorporated
and incorporated areas of Los Angeles and Orange Counties are also proposed. Work at these
additional substations would not require any ground disturbing activities and would primarily
occur within the existing Mechanical Electrical Equipment Rooms (MEERs). Hazardous substances
use, storage, and transportation at these substations during construction activities and operations
would be similar to ongoing use, storage and transportation for operations and maintenance at
these substations. Therefore, minor modifications at these 24 substations are not discussed further
in this section.

4.7.1.1 Hazardous Materials Sites

In 2014, Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR), conducted five environmental database
searches to identify hazardous materials sites in proposed project component areas. EDR’s report
identifies locations of properties, facilities, and sites with known or suspected releases of
hazardous materials and petroleum. The reports also include the locations of underground storage
tank (USTs), even those not associated with a release, and locations where hazardous materials are
handled, generated, stored, and treated, as well as historic hazardous material disposal locations.
These reports were derived from information archived in various federal, state, and local
regulatory databases. The following federal, state, and local records were reviewed:

e Active UST facilities;

e (alifornia Department of Conservation Online Well Record database;

e (alifornia Hazardous Material Incident Report System;

e (alifornia Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment Notify 65 Database;

o Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act Information
System (CERCLIS);

e CERCLIS No Further Response Actions Planned;

e Department of Toxic Substances Control, Cortese List;

e Department of Toxic Substance Control’s (DTSC) EnviroStor database;
e Federal Emergency Response Notification System;

e Federal Institutional Controls/Engineering Controls;

e Federal Underground Storage Tank listings;

e Local Landfill/Solid Waste Disposal sites;

e Local Brownfield sites;

e National Priorities List (NPL) (including delisted and proposed sites);

e Needing Further Evaluation sites;
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e RCRA Corrective Action Report;

o (CORRACTS) facilities list;

o RCRA Non-CORRACTS Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Facilities list;
o RCRA generators list;

e School Property Evaluation Program;

e State and Tribal Equivalent NPL/CERCLIS sites;

e State and Tribal Registered Underground Storage Tanks;
e State and Tribal Landfills and Solid Waste Disposal sites;
e Tribal Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUSTs);

e State and Tribal Voluntary Cleanup sites;

e State Response sites;

o Statewide Spills, Leaks, Investigations, and Cleanups; and

e Toxic Alert for California Superfund sites.

The EDR reports are included in Appendix I, “Hazardous Materials Record Search Results.”
Additionally, the State Water Resource Control Board’s (SWRCB’s) Geotracker geographic
information system (GIS) database and the DTSC’s EnviroStor GIS database were independently
accessed in April 2015 to confirm locations of identified hazardous materials sites (DTSC 2015;
SWRCB 2015). No evidence was found to suggest that hazardous materials conditions have
changed since the 2014 EDR database searches and the April 2015 database searches.

Cortese List Sites

The Cortese List, compiled pursuant to California Government Code Section 65962.5, is a list of
hazardous waste sites and facilities identified by the California SWRCB and the California DTSC.
This list includes solid waste disposal sites, facilities, and operations with SWRCB or DTSC “Cease
and Desist Orders” or “Cleanup and Abatement Orders”; all sites and facilities in the SWRCB
Geotracker database; and all sites in the DTSC EnviroStor database. Cortese list sites include sites
or facilities that have had a documented release of hazardous materials or substances into the
environment, as well as sites that are current or historic treatment, storage, and disposal facilities.

Cortese List sites are shown in Figure 4.7-1. Two Cortese List sites are located within the proposed
project area. In addition, two proposed project areas would be located above contaminated
groundwater associated with adjacent Cortese List sites.

The existing Mesa Substation site, which is located within the proposed Main Project Area, was
identified as a historic hazardous waste generator in the RCRA Large Quantity Generator database.
This database includes information on sites that generate, transport, store, treat, and/or dispose of
hazardous waste, as defined by RCRA. A large quantity generator is a generator that has reported
that it will generate over 1,000 kilograms (kg) of RCRA hazardous waste, or over 1 kg of acutely
hazardous waste, per month. The proposed Mesa Substation site was also identified in the LUST
database, indicating that a UST had leaked petroleum hydrocarbons, contaminating the soil. The
leaking tank was discovered in 1999, and a Soil and Water Investigation Work Plan was prepared
in 2002. The case was closed in 2003, and the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
required no further action (EDR 2014a).
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Adjacent to the southeast boundary of the proposed Mesa Substation site is the north parcel of the
190-acre former Class I and II landfill site known as the Operating Industries Incorporated (OII)
Landfill. The City of Monterey Park began operating the site as a municipal landfill in 1948 and
continued municipal landfill operations there until 1952. In 1952, the site and operation became a
privately owned landfill owned by OII. The Los Angeles RWQCB subsequently permitted the site in
1954 to receive various non-hazardous and hazardous liquid wastes, including lead compounds,
chrome oxide, pigment sludge, refinery wastes, wastewater from paint manufacturing, and caustic
cleaning waste. In 1976, construction of State Route 60 split the landfill into a north parcel (45
acres) and a south parcel (145 acres). Based on United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) documentation, the south parcel was primarily used for hazardous waste disposal. The
documentation also indicates that only 10 of the 45 acres of the north parcel was for landfill and
that it was used primarily for disposal of non-hazardous wastes (EPA 2010, 2015c, 2016).

The OII Landfill ceased operations in 1984 and the State of California placed the site on the
California Hazardous Waste Priority List. The EPA placed the site on the NPL in 1986. Investigation
and remediation of the site have been ongoing since1984. The EPA’s investigations indicate that
there are two primary sources of contamination that are generated within the OII Landfill: leachate
and landfill gas. The investigation indicated that as leachate and landfill gases migrate out of the
landfill, both can contaminate surrounding surface and subsurface soil, surface water,
groundwater, and ambient air (EPA 2010, 2015a).

The EPA completed an investigation and study to explore the nature and extent of groundwater
contamination from the landfill and to select remedies to clean up the entire site. Groundwater to
the west of the OII Landfill site is known to be contaminated with chlorinated organic
hydrocarbons, 1,4-dioxane, and other organic and inorganic contaminates. The plume area extends
beneath the proposed Mesa Substation site. The landfill has a designed cover, as well as leachate
collection and treatment systems, which mitigate the migration of landfill leachates from further
contamination of the groundwater.

The EPA investigation data from the 1990s and early 2000s also indicates that the landfill gas,
primarily methane, vinyl chloride, and other volatile organic hydrocarbons, was impacting the
neighboring areas adjacent to the landfill boundary. The OII Landfill’s designed cover and landfill
gas collection and treatment system prevent the migration of landfill gas to neighboring areas.

OlIl is required by the DTSC and EPA to conduct a variety of daily site activities to maintain the
landfill and the existing environmental control facilities, including the following:
e Operation of the gas control systems and landfill gas treatment facility;
e Maintenance of the landfill cover, access roads, drainage facilities, and security fences;
e Monitoring of the environment both on and off the site;

o Installation of new gas recovery wells and monitoring probes to allow the collection of
more landfill gas;

e Repairs to the gas control system at different on-site locations to improve the collection of
landfill gas; and

e Improvements to the site irrigation system.
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These site control and monitoring activities have been ongoing since 1987. According to the
September 2010 Fourth Five-Year Review Report and the 2015 Five-Year Review, the OII Landfill is
considered to be fully protective of human health and the environment (EPA 2010, 2015c). Current
monitoring activities include the continued evaluation of naturally attenuating groundwater
contaminants, the maintenance of leachate collection and treatment systems, and additional
analysis of groundwater samples to determine the 1,4-dioxane concentrations in monitoring wells
located southwest of the landfill property (EDR 2014a; EPA 2010).

The Mesa Substation component would be partially located within the groundwater contamination
boundaries of the OII Landfill (EPA 2016, 2015c, 2013, 2010, 2005a, 2000, 1996, 1995; EDR
2014a). Based on EPA and OII Landfill documents, there are 11 wells within the expected grading
area of the proposed Mesa Substation construction site that are used for long-term monitoring of
the groundwater contamination that is downgradient from the OII Landfill (Bertelsen 2015, EPA
2015a). There are also landfill gas monitoring and extraction wells located within 1,000 feet of the
proposed Mesa Substation construction areas, including three landfill gas monitoring wells that are
adjacent to proposed Mesa Substation construction areas. However, none of these landfill gas wells
are located within areas of proposed ground disturbance (Bertelsen 2015; EPA 2015b). In addition,
there are five historic oil wells that were identified as being located within the proposed Mesa
Substation construction and staging areas; however, four wells have been plugged and one well is
listed as idle (California Department of Conservation 2014). During pedestrian surveys of the
proposed project site SCE was unable to locate the historical well that was identified as idle (SCE
2015a).

A 1.2-mile portion of Telecommunications Route 2A would run adjacent to the southern boundary
of the south parcel of the OII Landfill and cross an area of documented groundwater contamination.
Another 1.6 mile-segment of Telecommunications Route 3 would cross the Whittier Narrow
operable unit of the San Gabriel Valley Superfund Site, which includes multiple areas of
contaminated groundwater in the 170-square-mile San Gabriel Valley (EPA 2015b). The depth to
groundwater in the Whittier Narrow operable unit ranges from 15 to 50 feet below ground surface
(bgs) with groundwater depth between 20 and 25 feet bgs at wells near the route (EPA 2011a; EPA
2013). A portion of Telecommunications Route 1 would also cross a small petroleum hydrocarbon
groundwater plume in Rosemead with groundwater at 50 to 80 feet bgs (SWRCB 2015).

Table 4.7-1 presents a list of the 23 Cortese List sites identified within 0.25 mile of the proposed
project.

Table 4.7-1 Cortese List Sites within 0.25 Mile of the Proposed Mesa Substation Component

Case Status/
Name Site Type Location Distance from Project Contaminant
Operating Solid Waste 900 Potrero Adjacent to (northeast of) | Open-groundwater
Industries Disposal Grande, the proposed Mesa monitoring/
Incorporated | Landfill with Monterey Park | Substation and contaminated with
Landfill Groundwater Telecommunications petroleum
Contamination Route 1; groundwater hydrocarbons, organic
and NPL Site contamination is hydrocarbons and
underlying both proposed | metals.
project components
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Table 4.7-1 Cortese List Sites within 0.25 Mile of the Proposed Mesa Substation Component

Case Status/
Name Site Type Location Distance from Project Contaminant
SCE LUST, UST and | 1000 Potrero 0.07 mile north of the LUST case open/
Montebello AST Site Grande, proposed Mesa 500-kV historic soil
Service Center Monterey Park | Substation boundary. contaminated with
Within the proposed Mesa | petroleum
Telecommunications hydrocarbons and
Route 1 project area. waste oil
SCE Mesa LUST, UST and | 700 Potrero Within the proposed Mesa | LUST case closed/
Substation AST Site Grande, 500-kV Substation. historic soil
Monterey Park contaminated with
petroleum
hydrocarbons
Shell Oil LUST and UST | 430 Potrero 0.02 mile southwest of the | LUST case closed/soil
Company Site Grande, proposed Mesa 500-kV contaminated with
Station Monterey Park Substation boundary. petroleum
hydrocarbons
Statien MeontereyPark | Reute2: petroleum
hydrocarbons
Hormerly Route2: petroleum
Yneeal} hydrocarbons
Serviee
Statien
San Gabriel Groundwater Whittier Contamination underlying | Open-groundwater
Valley Contamination | Narrows areain | the 1.6 miles of the Mesa monitoring/
Superfund and NPL Site unincorporated | Telecommunication Route | contaminated with
Site, Whittier Los Angeles 3. groundwater
Narrows County contaminated with
Operable Unit various organic
compounds
Mobil LUST and UST | 939 San Gabriel, | Adjacent to (southwest of) | Open-groundwater
Number 18- Site Rosemead Telecommunications monitoring/soil and
EVF Service Route 1. groundwater
Station contaminated with
petroleum
hydrocarbons
Former Mobil | LUST and UST | 1328 San 0.01 miles north of LUST case closed-
Number 18- Site Gabriel, Telecommunications groundwater
ERR Service Rosemead Route 1. contaminated with
Station petroleum
hydrocarbons
Don Bosco LUST and UST | 1151 San 0.09 miles southwest of Open-groundwater
Technical Site Gabriel, Telecommunications monitoring/soil and
Institute Rosemead Route 1. groundwater
contaminated with
petroleum
hydrocarbons
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Table 4.7-1 Cortese List Sites within 0.25 Mile of the Proposed Mesa Substation Component

Case Status/
Name Site Type Location Distance from Project Contaminant
ARCO LUST and UST | 1761 0.25 mile southwest of LUST case closed/
(formerly Site Paramount, Telecommunications historic soil
Chevron) Rosemead Route 1. contaminated with
Service petroleum
Station hydrocarbons
Former LUST Site 820 San Gabriel, | 0.02 mile east northeast of | LUST case closed/
Service Rosemead Telecommunications historic soil
Station Routel. contaminated with
petroleum
hydrocarbons
Trident Contaminated | 2161 Saybrook, | 0.09 mile southeast of the | DTSC open case/soil
Plating Inc. Site Commerce 220-kV tower replacement | contaminated with
in the South Area. metals and
chlorinated
hydrocarbons
Circuit City LUST Site 1935 Tubeway, | 0.10 mile northwest ofthe | LUST case closed/soil
Store Commerce 220-kV tower replacement | contaminated with
in the South Area. petroleum
hydrocarbons
Springs LUST Site 6431 Flotilla, 0.13 mile east of the 220- LUST case closed/soil
Industries- Commerce kV tower replacement in contaminated with
Thalco Inc. the South Area. petroleum
hydrocarbons
Advance Potentially 6415 Corvette, 0.13 mile east of the 220- RWQCB open case/
Process Contaminated | Commerce KV tower replacement in soil contaminated
Supply Site the South Area. with non-chlorinated
hydrocarbons
Fred Nelson LUST Site 6104 Ferguson, | 0.25 mile northwest of the | LUST case closed/soil
Equipment Commerce 220-kV tower replacement | contaminated with
Rental in the South Area. petroleum
hydrocarbons
Paper Mart LUST Site 5959 Corvette, 0.11 feet west of the 220- LUST case closed/soil
Commerce kV tower replacement in contaminated with
the South Area. petroleum
hydrocarbons
Geo LUST Site 6415 Corvette, | 0.15 feet east of the 220- LUST open closed/
Petroleum Commerce kV tower replacement in Soil contaminated
Inc. the South Area. with petroleum
hydrocarbons
United Bus LUST Site 6700 S. Garfield, | 0.14 mile east of the LUST case closed/soil
Corporation Bell Gardens streetlight source line contaminated with
undergrounding in the petroleum
South Area. hydrocarbons
S & H Auto LUST Site 6228 Gage, 0.20 mile north of the LUST case closed/soil
Repair Bell Gardens streetlight source line contaminated with
undergrounding in the petroleum
South Area. hydrocarbons
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Table 4.7-1 Cortese List Sites within 0.25 Mile of the Proposed Mesa Substation Component

Case Status/

Name Site Type Location Distance from Project Contaminant
SCE Laguna LUST Site 6301 S. Garfield, | 0.25 mile northeast of the | LUST case closed/soil
Bell Bell Gardens streetlight source line contaminated with
Substation undergrounding in the petroleum

South Area and within the | hydrocarbons
Laguna Bell Substation.

Naval LUST Site, 3203 East 0.10 mile southeast of Case open/soil
Information confirmed Foothill, Pasadena Substation. contaminated with
Research hazardous Pasadena petroleum
Foundation substance hydrocarbons, organic
(former release site hydrocarbons and
military metals
facility)
Sources:
DTSC 2015; EDR 2014a,b,c,d,e; SWRCB 2015
Key:
AST Aboveground Storage Tank
CA California
DTSC  Department of Toxic Substance Control
kv kilovolt
LUST  Leaking Underground Storage Tank

NPL National Priority List

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board
SCE Southern California Edison

UST Underground Storage Tank

Hazardous Materials at Proposed Project Site

The existing Mesa Substation, which would be demolished once the new 500-kV substation has
been constructed, has transformers and other oil-filled equipment with a combined oil storage
capacity of approximately 166,000 gallons. As indicated previously, SWRCB records indicate that
there is historic shallow subsurface soil contaminated with petroleum hydrocarbons at the existing
substation. The soil contamination is associated with a historic LUST. There is no documentation of
any historic groundwater contamination associated with the LUST. There is no documentation of
any other surface or subsurface soil contamination from historic spills or leaks from the existing
transformers or other equipment at the existing substation site. However, based on the operational
period of the existing Mesa Substation (since the 1950s), polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and
petroleum hydrocarbons may be present as a result of the historic use of electrical insulating oil in
substation equipment (EPA 2005b, 2011b).

Based on EPA environmental assessment documentation, no soil contamination derived from the
OII Landfill site was discovered beyond the OII Landfill site perimeter; thus, soil on SCE property
adjacent to the OII Landfill NPL site is not known to be contaminated. However, groundwater
underlying a portion of the proposed Mesa Substation site is known to be historically contaminated
with leachate that is considered by the EPA to be RCRA-regulated hazardous waste. Hazardous
substances found in the groundwater include both organic and inorganic chemical compounds. The
specific compounds in the leachate and groundwater that are of greatest concern due to their
toxicity are vinyl chloride, trichloroethylene, and benzene (EPA 1996). The contaminated
groundwater elevation under the proposed component ranges from 266 to 283 feet above mean
sea level (msl) and located at depths from 40 to 80 feet bgs (Geosyntec Consultants 2013).
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Historically, landfill gases were released from the OII Landfill and were documented to contain
high concentrations of methane. Other detected contaminants in the landfill gas include benzene,
carbon tetrachloride, 1,1-dichlororethane, 1,1- dichloroethylene, tetrachloroethylene, 1-1
dichloroethylene, vinyl chloride, 1-2 dichloroethylene, and trichloroethylene. The landfill gases
migrated though the soil and into ambient air and were found west, east, and south of the OII
Landfill. Studies indicate that the landfill gases were generated at both the north and south OII
parcels. The OII Landfill currently operates an air dike air injection and landfill gas collection

system that includes perimeter gas extraction wells and a landfill gas treatment system to control

subsurface gas migration (EPA 1996, 2010).

4,7.1.2 Schools

Thirty-one schools were identified within 0.25 mile of the proposed project components and
construction activities, as shown in Table 4.7-2. Schools are shown on Figure 4.7-2.

Table 4.7-2 Schools within 0.25 Mile of the Proposed Project

School Address Approximate Distance
Sel Hich School 320 North Wil A : 018 mil hof Stacine Yard 2
Mentebelle
Sel c e Adul 320 North Wil A : 018 mil hof Stacine Yard 2
Seheeol Mentebele
¥YMCA Montebello-School 2000-W Beverly Blvd, Montebelle | 0-20-milesouth-of
Tel cationsR )
Kiddy Tyme Child Care 1465 N Montebello Blvd, 0.20 mile southeast of the Main
Learning Center Montebello Project Area (transmission

corridor)

The Don Bosco Technical
Institute

1151 San Gabriel, Rosemead

0.00 mile south of
Telecommunications Route 1

La Merced Middle School

215 East Avenida De La Merced,
Montebello

0.00 mile south of
Telecommunications Route 3

La Merced Elementary School

724 North Poplar Avenue,
Montebello

0.12 mile south of
Telecommunications Route 3

Potrero Heights Elementary
School

8026 Hill Drive, Rosemead

0.00 mile south of
Telecommunications Route 1

South El Monte High School

1001 Durfee Avenue, South El
Monte

0.01 mile north of
Telecommunications Route 3

Wonder World Preschool

1647 Potrero Grande Drive,
Rosemead

0.05 mile north of
Telecommunications Route 1

University of the West

1409 South Walnut Grove
Avenue, Rosemead

0.22 mile northwest of
Telecommunications Route 1

Bell Gardens Christian School

6262 East Gage Avenue Bell
Gardens

0.11 mile north of street light
source line conversion (South
Area)

Cesar E. Chavez Elementary
School

6139 Loveland Street, Bell
Gardens

0.17 mile west of street light
source line conversion (South
Area)

Pasadena City College
Community Education Center

3035 E Foothill Blvd., Pasadena

0.02 mile east of temporary 220-
kV pole installation and loop-in to
Goodrich Substation (North Area)

United Christian Education
Center

16152 Gale Ave, Hacienda
Heights

0.15 mile southwest of Walnut
Substation
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Table 4.7-2 Schools within 0.25 Mile of the Proposed Project

School Address Approximate Distance
Kabbalah Center Preschool 730 S Stimson Ave, City Of 0.2 mile northwest of Walnut
Industry Substation
Bell Gardens High School 6119 Agra Street, Bell Gardens 0.20 mile west of Laguna Bell
Substation
Laguna Nueva Elementary 6360 Garfield Ave, Commerce 0.06 mile east of Laguna Bell
Substation
Studebaker Elementary School | 11800 Halcourt Ave., Norwalk 0.22 mile southeast of Center
Substation
Chaffey College Chino Campus | 5897 College Park Avenue, Chino | 0.16 mile south of Chino
Substation
Hamilton Middle School 1060 70th St, Long Beach 0.12 mile west of Lighthipe
Substation
Colony High School 3850 East Riverside Drive, 0.19 mile north of Mira Loma
Ontario Substation
Pasadena High School 2925 E Sierra Madre Blvd, 0.24 mile west of Eaton Substation
Pasadena
Fountain Day School 1128 N Orange Grove Ave, Los 0.12 mile north of Fairfax
Angeles Substation
Laurel Span Elementary School | 925 N Hayworth Ave, Los 0.18 mile southwest of Fairfax
Angeles Substation
ABC Little School 927 N Fairfax Ave, West 0.13 mile south of Fairfax
Hollywood Substation
Blair High School 1201 S. Marengo Ave, Pasadena 0.18 mile east of Garfield
Substation
Del Mar High School 312 S Del Mar Ave, San Gabriel 0.02 mile east of San Gabriel
Substation
Anton Elementary School 831 N Bonnie Beach PI, Los 0.21 mile east of Wabash
Angeles Substation
Longley Way Elementary 2601 Longley Way, Arcadia 0.21 miles northwest of Anita
School Substation

Sources: Montebello Unified School District 2015, South El Monte High School District 2015, Google Earth 2012,
Pasadena School District 2008, Hacienda La Puente Unified School District 2015, SCE 2015c, Palmdale School
District 2015.

Key:

CA California

YMCA  Young Men'’s Christian Association

4.7.1.3  Airports and Airstrips

The proposed project would not be located within 2 miles of a public or private airport. The closest
airport is El Monte Airport, which is located 3.6 miles northeast of the nearest project component
and 4.5 miles from the proposed Mesa Substation (Caltrans 2015). The proposed project would not
be located within an airport land use plan.
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MESA 500-KV SUBSTATION PROJECT
4.7 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MIATERIALS

4.7.1.4 Emergency Response

The Los Angeles County Office of Emergency Management developed and implemented a 2012 Los
Angeles County Operational Area Emergency Response Plan and a 2014 County of Los Angeles All-
Hazard Mitigation Plan. These plans cover significant event emergencies in the proposed project
area (County of Los Angeles 2012, 2014). The City of Pasadena maintains an Emergency Operations
Plan that includes the Goodrich Substation in Pasadena, California (City of Pasadena 2011).

4,7.1.5 Fire Hazards

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) uses Fire Hazard Maps to
estimate the likelihood and physical behavior of a fire so that fire response planners can predict the
damage a fire is likely to cause. Fire Hazard Maps indicate fire hazard severity areas that range
from Moderate to Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. The Fire Hazard Severity Zones are based
on a fire hazard model that considers the amount and types of natural vegetation that will burn
during a wildfire, the topography, and typical weather conditions.

Based on CAL FIRE Fire Protection data and maps, components in the Main Project Area, North
Area, South Area, and at Pardee Substation, are located in urbanized areas and are not within a
High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (CAL FIRE 20133, 2013b), as shown in Figure 4.7-3. Pardee
Substation, in the City of Santa Clarita, is situated adjacent to a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone and
Vincent Substation, near Palmdale, is located within a Very High Fire Severity Zone (CAL FIRE
2013a, 2013b).

The proposed major project components would be located within the jurisdiction of four different
fire departments that have local fire response and firefighting responsibility to residential,
commercial, industrial fires, and wildfires.

4.7.2 Regulatory Setting

This subsection summarizes federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and standards that govern
hazards and hazardous materials in the project area.

4.7.2.1 Federal

Clean Air Act

The Clean Air Act (CAA) was enacted in 1970 by the United States Congress (United States Code
[USC] Title 42, Chapter 85) and amended in 1977 and 1990. The CAA authorized the development
of comprehensive federal and state regulations to limit emissions from both stationary (industrial)
sources and mobile sources.

The 1990 amendment to the CAA required the EPA to publish regulations and guidance for
chemical accident prevention at facilities that use extremely hazardous substances. As part of this
guidance, the EPA’s Risk Management Program requires companies of all sizes that use extremely
hazardous substance to develop adequate emergency response programs and company-specific
Risk Management Programs that includes detailed safety precautions and maintenance plans. The
information in the Risk Management Program assists local emergency response personnel in case
of an accident or exposure.
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CAA regulations are also administered by the California Air Resources Board and Regional Air
Quality Management Districts.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act

United States Congress enacted the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (CERCLA), also known as Superfund, in 1980 (USC Title 42, Chapter 103). This law
provides broad federal authority to respond directly to releases, or threatened releases, of
hazardous materials. CERCLA also establishes requirements concerning closed and abandoned
hazardous waste sites. In 1986, CERCLA was amended by the Superfund Amendment and
Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title IlI, also known as the Emergency Planning and Community Right-
to-Know Act (USC Title 42, Chapter 103, Subchapter 1).

SARA Title III and the 1990 amendment to the CAA require states to implement a comprehensive
system to inform local agencies and the public when a significant quantity of hazardous material is
stored or handled at a facility and imposes reporting requirements for businesses that store,
handle, or produce such materials. Annual reporting requirements for the release of hazardous
materials are outlined in USC Title 42, Section 11023 and the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
Title 40, Section 372.30. These regulations require the reporting of both routine discharges and
spill releases.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

United States Congress enacted RCRA in 1976 (USC Title 42, Chapter 82) and amended the act in
1984 as the Federal Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendment. RCRA enabled the EPA to regulate the
management of hazardous waste from the time the waste is generated through to its storage,
transport, treatment, and final disposal or reuse.

A RCRA-regulated hazardous waste is either found on a predetermined list or is not on a list, but
exhibits at least one of four characteristics: ignitability, corrosivity, reactivity, or toxicity. To keep
track of hazardous waste activities, facility owners and operators who generate, transport, treat,
store, or dispose of hazardous wastes must maintain records and submit reports to the EPA at
regular intervals. All facilities that generate, transport, recycle, treat, store, or dispose of hazardous
waste are required to notify the EPA of their hazardous waste activities. Each facility that generates
or handles hazardous waste must obtain an EPA Identification Number. In California, the EPA has
authorized the California DTSC to administer a large portion of the RCRA program.

Clean Water Act

The Clean Water Act (CWA) was enacted in 1948 as the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. In
1972, this act was significantly reorganized and expanded (USC Title 33, Chapter 26). Under the
CWA regulations (40 CFR 130 and 131), the EPA implements pollution control programs and has
set wastewater release standards for industry and water quality standards for all contaminants in
surface water. Most CWA regulations are administered by the California SWRCB and RWQCBs.
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As authorized by the CWA, the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
program controls water pollution by regul