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California Public Utilities Commission
RE: SOCRE Project
c/o Ecology and Environment, Inc.
505 Sansome Street, Suite #300
San Francisco, CA 94111

Subject: Office of Ratepayer Advocates Supplemental Comments on the Recirculated
Draft Environmental Impact Report Issued regarding the South Orange
County Reliability Enhancement Project.

Reference: Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report, SCH No. 2013011011,
California Public Utilities Commission Proceeding Application 12-05-020.

On September 11, 2015, Office of Ratepayer Advocates (“ORA”) submitted comments to the
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report.  ORA submits the following supplemental
comments on the same report regarding the South Orange County Reliability Enhancement
Project (“SOCREP”) proposed by San Diego Gas & Electric Company (“SDG&E”) in
Application 12-05-020.

The following recommendations are for the conceptual electrical interconnection and site plan for
the Trabuco Substation, which is identified in the Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact
Report as Alternative J.

In order for the Trabuco Substation to interconnect to one of the San Onofre – Santiago
transmission lines, the breaker-and-a-half configuration is preferred.

While only one transformer bank (230/138 kV 392 MVA) is enough to effectively enhance the
power supply reliability and flexibility for the South Orange County area, for future load growth,
it is acceptable for two transformer banks to be planned.
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In the existing 138 kV switchyard, there are four 138 kV terminal positions but only three of them
are being used.  There is one unused 138 kV terminal position.  SDG&E should be able to:

1) Shift TL13833 to the unused terminal position,

2) Interconnect the 138 kV sub-transmission line from the #1 230/138 kV transformer bank
to the terminal position that is currently used by TL13833, and

3) Interconnect the other 138 kV sub-transmission line from the #2 230/138 kV transformer
bank to the end of the 138 kV North bus.

Please review the attached diagram.

/s/ Charles Mee, P.E.

Charles Mee, P.E.
Senior Utilities Engineer – Specialist
Charles.mee@cpuc.ca.gov



Trabuco Substation Conceptual Electrical Interconnection & Site Plan 



From: Gila Jones <gilajones247@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 4:44 PM
To: SOCRE CEQA
Cc: Vital, Kirsten M.; Jim Reardon
Subject: SDG&E SOCRE project, Revised DEIR

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Dear Commissioners,

I am a long-time resident of San Juan Capistrano and an SDG&E customer. I am also a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Capistrano Unified School District (CUSD), though my comments are my own and should not
be regarded as an official communication of CUSD or our Board of Trustees.

I am very concerned about the effects of SDG&E's SOCRE project on CUSD schools, staff, and students. My
most serious apprehension is for San Juan Hills High School (SJHHS). SJHHS is at capacity, and there are
several thousand homes are in the planning stages near the school. CUSD estimates that those homes will
generate at least 800 additional high school students for SJHHS. CUSD has planned the construction of a new
classroom building to accommodate those students.

Presently SDG&E operates a 138 KV transmission line that's buried under Vista Montana road (the sole
entrance to the school) which is only 40 feet from the SJHHS campus boundary. I have read the description of
Alternative J in the Revised DEIR, and I'm unable to determine whether the concerns I expressed about the
original DEIR have been addressed.

If the SOCRE project is built as was proposed in the DEIR, it will bring SDG&E's 138 KV transmission line
even closer to the San Juan Hills High School campus boundary while doubling the voltage on that line.

Simply put, if Alternative J still impacts SJHHS, 800 students will not be able to attend their local public high
school. It will never be possible to expand SJHHS. Hundreds of students will have to drive a long distance to
school every day.

In addition, the project plans call for the partial closure of Vista Montana for a period of 8 months. As this is the
only entrance to SJHHS, we don't understand how it will be possible for students and staff to get to and from
school during this time.

I appreciate that there may be a need to upgrade electric capacity in our area. However, the proposed plan to
bring SDG&E's 138 KV transmission line even closer to the San Juan Hills High School campus boundary is
simply unacceptable for CUSD students and staff, particularly those associated with San Juan Hills High
School.

I hope you will send SDG&E's plan back to the drawing board and require them to come up with an alternative
that allows for the expansion of SJHHS and limits the disruption of transportation to and from the school to
weekends and school holidays only.

Sincerely,

1



Gila Jones
31221 Belford Drive
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
949 973-3359
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From: Sean Mckevitt <viamglobal@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 8:07 PM
To: SOCRE CEQA
Subject: Socre project

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

This project has no place in San Juan Capistrano as the oldest city in Orange County! We were told by John Hotta SDGE
we have an email stating that a year ago their would be no new structures in the community of Rancho Madrina as the
homes are the most expensive in San Juan Capistrano all over 2 million any structure in the community especially close
to the park would make the value of each home cut in half that is over a million a home!! This impacts 30 multi million
dollars homes!!The area has been through Ortega hwy for 2 years and still not finished!! Our community along with the
rest of San Juan Capistrano urge you to have compassion and understanding of home values and build this project where
it is not around hundreds of residences!! Foothill is a much better choice with almost no impact!! Thank you for your
time!!
Rancho Madrina community.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: jayandthia <jayandthia@cox.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 7:14 PM
To: SOCRE CEQA
Subject: SOCRE Project

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

We want to thank the Commission for listening to the residents’ concerns about the proposed hugely
extensive “upgrade” of the Capistrano Substation by adding a new alternative at the Trabuco Substation. As
you know, the Capistrano proposal would exceed our building codes on height, destroy a beautiful old
building, and most importantly, cause a lot of pollution during the anticipated five-year construction
period. Many of us in the neighborhood are elderly and often have difficulty breathing as it is, much less
having to face the possibility of dealing with a lot of deconstruction/construction dust. The present Capistrano
Substation may need a bit of upgrade and maintenance, and we understand that, but not to the extent
proposed by SDG&E.

Thank you again,

Jay and Thia Neitzke
31164 Via Santo Tomas
SJC CA 92675
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From: kathleen Petersen <ktpetersen@msn.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 11:43 AM
To: SOCRE CEQA
Cc: kathleen Petersen
Subject: SDG&E Capistrano Substation Enhancement Project

TO: CA Public Utilities Commission
From: Kathleen Petersen

HOA President Capistrano Gardens HOA aka
Las Brisas

As the voice for 178 homeowners adjacent to the proposed SDG&E Enhancement
Project in San Juan Capistrano I would like to voice our final objection to this project.

In SDG&E's last correspondence they showed little regard to preserving the historic
building as it stands on Camino Capistrno one of the main entrances into our historic
village.

Secondly, we continue to hear of more deaths from cancer in our area.

Third, We do not want more electric lines with higher voltage added to the site near homes
and families. The park that sits between HOA1 and HOA 2 has an EMF reading off
the scale as it stands now. We understand there is no scientific evidence that EMF'S
cause cancer but also know there is none showing that EMF'S don't cause cancer.
THINK, the last century claims that cigarettes didn't cause cancer.

Fourth, San Juan has hosted SDG&E's substation for the last 100 years it needs to
find a new home not in a residential area.

Fifth, businesses in San Juan continue to think they will be left without power if this
project is denied and or moved out of our historic town. We do not believe this to be the case.

We believe that the PUC representing the people of CA will see that SDG&E should not
be allowed to go ahead with this proposed project. There are far better alternatives to
consider than a densely populated family area with parks and outdoor activities.

Thank You for considering our very serious and sincere concerns.
Kathleen Petersen
HOA Pres. Las Brisas
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California Independent System Operator Corporation 

September 24, 2015

California Public Utilities Commission
Re: SOCRE Project
c/o Ecology and Environment, Inc.
505 Sansome Street, Suite #300
San Francisco, CA 94111
SOCRE.CEQA@ene.com

RE: CAISO Comments on the South Orange County Reliability Enhancement Project Recirculated Draft
Environmental Impact Report

Dear Mr. Barnsdale;

I. Introduction

The California Independent System Operator Corporation (CAISO) appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (RDEIR) for the South Orange County
Reliability Enhancement Project (SOCRE Project). The CAISO believes that the new Alternative J
presented in the RDEIR potentially reduces transfer capability between the Southern California Edison
Company (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) high voltage systems.

II. Discussion

The RDEIR identifies a new alternative as the environmentally superior alternative to the SOCRE Project.
Alternative J proposes a new 230 kilovolt (kV) Loop In from the SCE system to the Trabuco Substation.1

SDG&E’s Second Supplemental Testimony describes the conceptual design for the RDEIR’s Trabuco
Alternative is infeasible because it provides insufficient space to construct the 230/138/12 kV Trabuco
Substation within accepted standards for safety and reliability.2

Assuming that Alternative J was designed to meet the safety and reliability standards identified by
SDG&E, the impacts of this alternative would be similar to other alternatives that parallel the SCE 230 kV
system with SDG&E’s South Orange County 138 kV system. The CAISO discussed these concerns in its
prepared direct testimony served in A.12‐05‐020.3 The CAISO noted as follows in its prepared direct
testimony:

1 RDEIR, p. 2‐22.
2 SDG&E Second Supplemental Testimony, Chapter 4, Section 7. SDG&E specifically cites to IEEE, industry and
SDG&E safety and reliability standards.
3 Prepared Direct Testimony of Neil Millar on behalf of the CAISO, pp. 11‐12; Prepared Direct Testimony of Robert
Sparks on behalf of the CAISO, pp. 16‐18. Specifically, see the CAISO’s review of DEIR Alternatives C1, C2 and D.
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At a high level, these alternatives negatively affect transfer capabilities because they would
parallel the existing 230 kV corridor between San Diego and the Los Angeles basin with the 138
kV network. The CAISO does not recommend alternatives that limit the capabilities of an
important 230 kV corridor that plays a key role in the reliability of the LA Basin and San Diego in
order to address a local reliability issue that can instead be addressed by the SOCRE project.4

RDEIR Alternative J would have similar impacts on the 230 kV transmission path between SCE's LA Basin
and the San Diego area because it also recommends interconnecting the SCE 230 kV with the SDG&E
South Orange County 138 kV system.

Furthermore, RDEIR Alternative J would potentially impact transmission reliability in the adjacent SCE
area due to shifting the South Orange County load that is currently supplied via the Talega 230 kV/138
kV substation to the Trabuco 230 kV/138 kV substation. This impact on the adjacent SCE area could be
problematic as it would involve more generation re‐dispatching or energy market adjustments under
transmission contingencies in both the SDG&E and SCE areas. In addition, long term load growth and
system expansion in the Orange County area combined with the build out of Alternative J could trigger
additional network upgrades in both the SCE and SDG&E service areas.

III. Conclusion

The CAISO appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the RDEIR Alternative J and will provide
additional information in its prepared testimony.

Respectfully,

/s/ Jordan Pinjuv
Jordan Pinjuv
Counsel

4 Prepared Direct Testimony of Neil Millar on behalf of the CAISO, pp. 11‐12.
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From: Delaney Educational Ent., Lois Rabalais <lrabalais@earthlink.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2015 12:35 PM
To: SOCRE CEQA
Cc: Lois Rabalais
Subject: SOCRE Project

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Gentlemen:

I am writing to tell you just how gratified I am that you have found another alternative for the Capistrano Substation.
You have listened to us resident's and other's concerns about the health issues in our neighborhood, also the building
codes in our City, and our historical building we want saved. The five plus years of construction would just ruin the daily
lives of our residents. The Trabuco Alternative is a viable site and will not be disruptive of the things I have spoken of.
Please choose this new alternative.

Thank you,

Lois Rabalais
31096 Via El Rosario
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
(949) 496-5183
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