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SCOPING REPORT 
Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System 
Split Project Scoping Report 

1. Introduction 
This report provides an overview of the written and oral comments received by the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) during the public scoping period for the Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) that the CPUC is preparing for the Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission 
System Split Project (the Proposed Project).1  

CEQA Guidelines Section 15083 provides that a “Lead Agency may…consult directly with any 
person…it believes will be concerned with the environmental effects of the project.” Scoping is 
the process of early consultation with the affected agencies and public prior to completion of a 
Draft EIR. Section 15083(a) states that scoping can be “helpful to agencies in identifying the 
range of actions, alternatives, mitigation measures, and significant effects to be analyzed in depth 
in an EIR and in eliminating from detailed study issues found not to be important.” Scoping is an 
effective way to bring together and consider the concerns of affected State, regional, and local 
agencies, the project proponent, and other interested persons (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15083(b)).  

Scoping is not conducted to resolve differences concerning the merits of a project or to anticipate 
the ultimate decision on a proposal. Rather, the purpose of scoping is to help ensure that a 
comprehensive and focused EIR will be prepared that provides a firm basis for the decision-
making process. 

This report is intended for use by the public to have access to and understand the comments 
received during the scoping period. It includes verbal and written public comments received 
during the scoping period (April 15, 2008 to May 15, 2008). The CPUC will use this report as a 
tool to ensure the preparation of a comprehensive and focused EIR. Pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15082, all public comments will be considered2 in the EIR process.  

                                                      
1  The California Public Utilities Commission is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) for the preparation of an EIR for the Proposed Project.  
2  Comments not within the scope of CEQA will not be addressed through the CEQA Process.  
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2. Description of the Project 

Project Summary 
The EIR will examine the environmental impacts associated with construction and operation of 
the Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project, and identify and evaluate a 
reasonable range of alternatives to the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project includes the 
following major elements:  

 
• Replacement of approximately 5.3 miles of existing 115 kilovolt (kV) single-circuit 

subtransmission lines with new higher capacity double-circuit 115 kV subtransmission 
lines and replacement of support structures within existing SCE right-of-ways (ROWs) and 
franchise locations (public ROWs) between Farrell and Garnet Substations in the City of 
Palm Springs;   

• Construction of a new 115 kV subtransmission line from Mirage Substation south to 
Interstate 10, adjacent to the east side of Tri-Palm Estates and within SCE’s existing ROWs 
or franchise locations;   

• Looping the existing Devers-Coachella 220 kV transmission line from an existing ROW to 
the south for approximately 0.8 of a mile on double-circuit lattice steel towers to Mirage 
Substation, located near the community of Thousand Palms;  

• Installation of a new 280 megavolt amperes (MVA) 200/115 kV transformer, two new 220 
kV circuit breakers, and five new 115 kV circuit breakers at SCE’s existing Mirage 
Substation; and  

• Subtransmission line reconfigurations at the intersections of Portola Avenue and Gerald 
Ford Drive, Bob Hope Drive and Dinah Shore Drive, and Varner Road and Date Palm 
Drive.  

 
The Proposed Project would also include additional equipment and relay installations at Mirage, 
Concho, Indian Wells, Santa Rosa, Eisenhower, Farrell, Garnet, Thornhill, and Tamarisk 
Substations. SCE also proposes to transfer existing fiber optic cable to the new support structures 
and install new fiber optic and digital telecommunications equipment as part of the Proposed 
Project.  

Project Location 
The Proposed Project would be located within eastern Riverside County, including portions of the 
cities of Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert, Cathedral City, and Indian Wells, and 
unincorporated areas of Riverside County, including the Thousand Palms community. 

3. Opportunities for Public Comment 

Notification 
On Tuesday, April 15, 2008, the CPUC published and distributed a Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
to advise interested local, regional, and State agencies, and interested public, that an EIR would 
be prepared for the Proposed Project. The NOP solicited both written and verbal comments on the 
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EIR’s scope during a 30-day comment period and provided information on a forthcoming public 
scoping meeting. Additionally, the NOP presented the background, purpose, description, and 
location of the Proposed Project, potential issues to be addressed in the EIR, and contact 
information for additional information regarding the project.  

In addition to the NOP, the CPUC notified the public about the public scoping meeting through 
newspaper legal advertisements and the project website. The NOP, newspaper legal 
advertisements, and the project website notification are presented in Appendices A, B, and C, 
respectively. Notifications provided basic project information, the date, time, and location of the 
scoping meeting, and a brief explanation of the public scoping process.  

The CPUC published legal advertisements in The Desert Sun on Sunday, April 20, 2008, and 
Sunday, April 27, 2008, as well as The Desert Post Weekly on Thursday, April 24, 2008. 
Additionally, an electronic copy of the NOP was posted on the CPUC’s website at: 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/devers.html.  

The comment period extended through May 15, 2008. The public was encouraged to submit 
written comments on the scope, content, and format of the environmental document by mail, 
facsimile, or electronic mail to the CPUC. 

Public Scoping Meeting 

The CPUC conducted a scoping meeting on Tuesday, April 29, 2008. The public scoping meeting 
was held from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Mary Stuart Rogers Gateway Building at the 
California State University San Bernardino Palm Desert Campus at 37-500 Cook Street, Palm 
Desert, California. Approximately seven people attended the meeting, including two members of 
the public as well as Eric Chiang (CPUC), Douglas Cover, Matthew Fagundes, and Rachel 
Baudler (ESA), and Milissa Marona (SCE). The sign-in sheet from the scoping meeting is 
provided in Appendix D. Meeting attendees were encouraged to sign in and were provided with 
materials including presentation slides, a comment card, and a speaker card. Copies of the NOP 
were available upon request.  

A presentation (Appendix E) was given which included an overview of the environmental review 
process, the regional context, project background, project objectives, project description, project 
alternatives, and role of the public comments. Following the presentation public comments were 
taken and documented by a note taker from ESA. These public comments are included in the 
Comments Received during Scoping Period section presented below.  The attendees were 
encouraged to submit written comments.   

4. Summary of Scoping Comments 
Eight letters were received during the scoping period. Appendix F contains copies of the 
submitted written comments. 
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Commenting Parties 
The following individuals and organizations submitted comments on the scope of the EIR. These 
comments are organized by date of receipt. See Appendix F for copies of the comment letters. 

TABLE 1 
PARTIES SUBMITTING COMMENTS DURING THE  

DEVERS-MIRAGE 115 KV SUBTRANSMISSION SYSTEM SPLIT PROJECT EIR SCOPING PERIOD 

Name Organization Date 

Dave Singleton  Native American Heritage Commission April 17, 2008 
Steve Smith South Coast Air Quality Management District April 22, 2008 
Sandy Hesnard California Department of Transportation Division of 

Aeronautics 
April 23, 2008 

David M. Van Dorpe US Army Corps of Engineers May 6, 2008 
Mark L. Johnson Coachella Valley Water District May 8, 2008 
Mojahed Salama (1) Riverside County Transportation Department  May 12, 2008 
Mojahed Salama (2) Riverside County Transportation Department  May 12, 2008 
Thomas C. MacMaster Individual May 14, 2008 

  

 

Comments Received During the Scoping Period 
The following discussion summarizes both the oral and written comments received during the 
public scoping period. For more detailed information, please see Appendix F, which contains 
written comments submitted during the scoping period.  

Specific comments are categorized by topic areas to enable easy review of the comments. 

Aesthetics 
• Commenter owns two hundred acres of undeveloped land along the east side of SCE’s 

existing 115 kV ROW where the Mirage-Santa Rosa 115 kV portion of the Proposed Project 
would be constructed. The commenter expressed concern that the land east of this portion 
of the Proposed Project will be developed with up to 3,000 units within the next decade and 
that the Proposed Project could degrade views of the mountains from those units. The 
commenter supports the Mirage-Santa Rosa 115 kV Alternative Route #5 because it would 
require the new circuit to be underground and out of sight for most of the route. (Arthofer) 

• Commenter would like to know if there will be "new support structures" and buildings 
constructed in the Thornhill Substation. If so, will the structures be taller than 15 feet. 
(MacMaster) 

• Riverside County Transportation Department prefers that the transmission line be put 
underground when and if possible. (RCTD) 
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Air Quality 
• Commenter requests a copy of the Draft EIR upon its completion, as well as all appendices 

or technical documents related to the air quality analysis and electronic versions of all air 
quality modeling and health risk assessment files. (SCAQMD) 

• SCAQMD recommends that the Lead Agency use its CEQA Air Quality Handbook as 
guidance when preparing its air quality analysis. Alternatively, the lead agency may wish to 
consider using the California Air Resources Board approved URBEMIS 2007 Model, 
available on the SCAQMD website. (SCAQMD) 

• The Lead Agency should identify and calculate any potential adverse air quality impacts 
that could occur from all phases of the project and all air pollutant sources related to the 
project, from construction, demolition, and operations.  This typically includes, but is not 
limited to: 

- construction-related air quality impacts such as emissions from the use of heavy-duty 
equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving, architectural coatings, off-
road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road mobile 
sources (e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, material transport trips); 

- operation-related air quality impacts such as emissions from stationary sources (e.g., 
boilers), area sources (e.g., solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and 
off-road tailpipe emissions and entrained dust); and 

- impacts from indirect sources, that is, sources that generate or attract vehicular trips; 
(SCAQMD) 

• The SCAQMD requests that the lead agency quantify PM2.5 emissions and compare the 
results to the recommended PM2.5 significance thresholds. (SCAQMD) 

• The SCAQMD recommends calculating localized air quality impacts and comparing the 
results to localized significance thresholds (LSTs). LSTs can be used in addition to the 
recommended regional significance thresholds as a second indication of air quality impacts 
when preparing a CEQA document. When preparing the air quality analysis for the 
proposed project, SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency perform a localized 
significance analysis by either using the LSTs developed by the SCAQMD or performing 
dispersion modeling as necessary. (SCAQMD) 

• The SCAQMD recommends that lead agencies for projects generating or attracting 
vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles, perform a mobile source 
health risk assessment.  An analysis of all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the 
decommissioning or use of equipment potentially generating such air pollutants should also 
be included. (SCAQMD) 

• The SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook contains information to help the Lead 
Agency identify possible air quality mitigation measures for the project, measures for 

Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project 5 ESA / 207059 
Scoping Report September 2008 



Scoping Report 
 

controlling construction-related emissions, and other measures to reduce air quality impacts 
from land use projects. (SCAQMD) 

• The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project-related 
emissions are accurately identified, categorized, and evaluated. (SCAQMD) 

Cultural Resources 
• Commenter recommends that CPUC contact the appropriate California Historic Resources 

Information Center to perform a record search to determine:  

- if a part or the entire area of potential effect (APE) has been previously surveyed for 
cultural resources; 

- if any known cultural resources have already been recorded in or adjacent to the 
APE; 

- if the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the 
APE; and 

- if a survey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources 
are present. (Native American Heritage Commission) 

• If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final state is the preparation of a 
professional report detailing the findings and recommendations of the records search and 
field survey. The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation 
measures should be submitted immediately to the planning department.  All information 
regarding site locations, Native American human remains, and associated funerary objects 
should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made available for public 
disclosure. The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has 
been completed to the appropriate regional archaeological information center. (Native 
American Heritage Commission) 

• CPUC should contact the NAHC for a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search of the project area 
and information on tribal contacts in the project vicinity who may have information on 
cultural resources in or near the APE.  CPUC should provide NAHC site identification as 
follows: USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle citation with name, township, range and section.  
This will assist NAHC with the SLF. (Native American Heritage Commission) 

• NAHC recommends that CPUC contact the Native American contacts on the list attached 
to their comment letter, to get their input on the effect of potential project impact. In many 
cases, a culturally-affiliated Native American tribe or person will be the only source of 
information about the existence of a cultural resource. (Native American Heritage 
Commission) 
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• Commenter states that lack of surface evidence of archeological resources does not 
preclude their subsurface existence. (Native American Heritage Commission) 

• Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the identification and 
evaluation of accidentally discovered archeological resources, per CEQA §15064.5 (f) of 
the California Code of Regulations (CEQA Guidelines).  In areas of identified 
archaeological sensitivity, a certified archaeologist and a culturally affiliated Native 
American, with knowledge in cultural resources, should monitor all ground-disturbing 
activities. (Native American Heritage Commission) 

• Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the disposition of 
recovered artifacts, in consultation with culturally affiliated Native Americans. (Native 
American Heritage Commission) 

• Lead agencies should include provisions for discovery of Native American human remains 
or unmarked cemeteries in their mitigation plans.  CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(d) requires 
the lead agency to work with the Native Americans identified by the NAHC if the Initial 
Study identifies the presence or likely presence of Native American human remains within 
the APE.  CEQA Guidelines provide for agreements with Native American groups, 
identified by the NAHC, to ensure the appropriate and dignified treatment of Native 
American human remains and any associated grave goods.  Health and Safety Code 
§7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98 and CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(d) mandate 
procedures to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in 
a location other than a dedicated cemetery. (Native American Heritage Commission) 

• Lead agencies should consider avoidance, as defined in CEQA Guidelines §15370 when 
significant cultural resources are discovered during the course of project planning or 
execution. (Native American Heritage Commission) 

Hydrology and Water Quality  
• The project lies within and outside the area of the Whitewater River Basin Thousand Palms 

Flood Control Project, which will provide regional flood control to a portion of the 
Thousand Palms area.  Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) is currently in the design 
phase of this flood control project. Upon completion of the design phase, developers and 
property owners within the area may be required to dedicate right-of-way for regional flood 
control facilities and/or participate in the financing of a portion of these facilities. Until 
construction of the flood control project is complete, the developer shall comply with 
Riverside County Ordinance 458.12. (Coachella Valley Water District) 

• The Proposed Project area is shown to be subject to shallow flooding and is designated 
Zone AO, with depths of one to three feet on the Federal Flood Insurance Rate maps. 
(Coachella Valley Water District) 

• Prior to the approval of the proposed Subtransmission System project, the developer shall 
comply with Riverside County Ordinance 458.12 as amended in the preparation of on-site 
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flood protection facilities for this project.  The developer will be required to pay fees and 
submit plans to CVWD as part of the flood management review. Flood protection measures 
shall include establishing a finished floor/slab elevation at or above the flood depth, 
constructing erosion protection for the foundation of the structures and allowing reasonable 
conveyance of off-site flow through the property. (Coachella Valley Water District) 

• Construction of block walls may be in violation of Ordinance 458.12.  When CVWD 
reviews a project for compliance with Ordinance 458.12, block walls are reviewed 
carefully and seldom found to be compatible with the goals of Ordinance 458.12. Block 
walls can cause diversion and concentration of storm flows onto adjacent properties and 
thus be in violation of Ordinance No. 458.12 and California drainage law. (Coachella 
Valley Water District) 

• Walls must be constructed in a manner that does not increase the risk of off-site storm 
water flows on to adjacent properties. This can be accomplished by constructing open 
sections in the wall to accommodate flow-through. To achieve this, CVWD requires that at 
least 50 percent of the total lineal footage of the wall be constructed of wrought iron 
fencing or similar material that will provide for storm water flow-through. Construction 
materials used within the open sections must extend the entire vertical wall height so not to 
obstruct flow at the finish grade/surface. (Coachella Valley Water District) 

• Project leaders will need to coordinate with Imperial Irrigation District (IID) and the 
County including the Economic Development Agency (EDA) on how the project will 
impact the EDA project on Monterey and Varner since this project includes relocation of 
(IID) poles. The EDA project is currently under construction and includes improving both 
Varner (Monterey to a few hundred feel east of Ramon) and Monterey (Varner to Ramon) 
to ultimate improvement, which includes Widening, Curb & Gutter and Sidewalks. 
(Riverside County Transportation Department) 

• Commenter does not believe their project (the Whitewater River Basin flood control 
project) has any right-of-way conflicts with the Devers-Mirage project. (USACE) 

• The Whitewater River Basin flood control project (WRBFCP) may impact some parcels. 
Commenter's consultant, PB World, had preliminary discussions with Mr. Pascual Garcia, 
ROW Transmission Specialist, regarding their project's levee alignments. WRBFCP has 
since made some changes to those alignments which they would like to coordinate with the 
design team for the Devers-Mirage project. Commenter requests to be provided a POC with 
whom they can share design information. (USACE) 

Land Use 
• The County has the northwest corner of the intersection of Dinah Shore and Bob Hope. The 

remaining three quarters are within the City of Rancho Mirage. (RCTD) 

• Commenter expressed the importance of the proposed project to be consistent with the 
Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan. (Taylor) 

Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project 8 ESA / 207059 
Scoping Report September 2008 



Scoping Report 
 

Noise 
• Commenter states that current SCE workers and other subcontractors who use the Thornhill 

Substation generate noise from their vehicles (radios playing, motors running), which is a 
constant irritant to the residents adjacent to the substation. Additional buildings and 
worker-visits will cause more noise and be an eyesore in a residential neighborhood. 
(MacMaster) 

Hazards 
• California Public Utilities Code Section 21658 prohibits structural hazards associated with 

utility poles and lines near airports. Should any of the transmission lines be in the vicinity 
of Palm Springs International Airport or exceed 200 feet in height, a Notice of Proposed 
Construction or Alteration (Form 7460-1) will be required by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulation, Part 77 "Objects 
Affecting Navigable Airspace." (Caltrans) 

Traffic and Transportation 
• Commenter would like to know if additional traffic (trucks, workers) will be using the 

Thornhill Substation on a regular basis after the project is completed. (MacMaster) 

• The Proposed Project will need an encroachment permit anytime crews work or cross a 
county road. (Riverside County Transportation Department) 

5. Consideration of Issues Raised in Scoping Process 
A primary purpose of this Scoping Report is to document the process of soliciting and identifying 
comments from interested agencies and the public. The Scoping process provides the means by 
which the CPUC can determine those issues that interested participants consider to be the 
principal areas for study and analysis. Every issue that has been raised that falls within the scope 
of CEQA during scoping will be addressed in the EIR. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
505 VAN NESS AVENUE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-3298 

  

To: State Clearinghouse, Responsible and Trustee Agencies, Property Owners  
& Interested Parties 

From: Eric Chiang, Environmental Project Manager 

Subject: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) AND 
SCOPING MEETING: 
Southern California Edison’s Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project 
(A.08-01-029) 

Date: April 15, 2008 

Description of Proposed Project. Southern California Edison (SCE), in its California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) application (A.08-01-029), filed on January 31, 2008, seeks a Permit to Construct (PTC) 
the Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project (Proposed Project), which includes the 
following major elements:  
 
• replacement of approximately 5.3 miles of existing 115 kilovolt (kV) single-circuit subtransmission lines 

with new higher capacity double-circuit 115 kV subtransmission lines and replacement of support 
structures within existing SCE right-of-ways (ROWs) and franchise locations (public ROWs) between 
Farrell and Garnet Substations in the City of Palm Springs;   

• construction of a new 115 kV subtransmission line from Mirage Substation south to Interstate 10, adjacent 
to the east side of Tri-Palm Estates and within SCE’s existing ROWs or franchise locations;   

• looping the existing Devers-Coachella 220 kV transmission line from an existing ROW to the south for 
approximately 0.8 of a mile on double-circuit lattice steel towers to Mirage Substation, located near the 
community of Thousand Palms;  

• installation of a new 280 megavolt amperes (MVA) 200/115 kV transformer, two new 220 kV circuit 
breakers, and five new 115 kV circuit breakers at SCE’s existing Mirage Substation; and  

• replacement of four poles at the intersection of Bob Hope Drive and Dinah Shore Drive.  
 
The Proposed Project would also include additional equipment and relay installations at Mirage, Concho, Indian 
Wells, Santa Rosa, Eisenhower, Farrell, Garnet, Thornhill, and Tamarisk Substations located in the cities of 
Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, Indian Wells, Cathedral City, Palm Desert, and unincorporated areas of 
Riverside County, including the Thousand Palms community. SCE also proposes to transfer existing fiber optic 
cable to the new support structures and install new fiber optic and digital telecommunications equipment as part 
of the Proposed Project.  
 
The objective of the Proposed Project is to maintain electric system reliability, enhance operational flexibility, 
and serve projected electrical demand in the cities of Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, Cathedral City, Palm 
Desert, Indian Wells, and unincorporated areas of Riverside County, including the Thousand Palms community.
Construction of the project is scheduled to begin in the second quarter of 2009 and be operational by mid-2010.
 
Location of the Proposed Project. 
The Proposed Project is located within eastern Riverside County, including portions of the cities of Palm 
Springs, Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert, Cathedral City, and Indian Wells, and unincorporated areas of Riverside 
County, including the Thousand Palms community. See the map that follows this notice for an illustration of the 
project area. 
 
Issues To Be Addressed In The EIR. 
The EIR will address impacts of the construction, operation, and maintenance of the Proposed Project. The EIR 



 
 

 - 2 - 

will also discuss and analyze alternatives to the Proposed Project. Alternatives to the Proposed Project that will 
be considered may include, but not be limited to, a No Project alternative as well as several alignment 
variations. Other alternatives may be added based on input received during this Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
scoping period or by the EIR team in response to potentially significant environmental impacts identified during 
the EIR process. 
 
Specific areas of analysis the EIR will address include aesthetics, agriculture resources, air quality, biological 
resources, cultural resources, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and 
planning, mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, recreation, transportation and 
traffic, and utilities and service systems. Where feasible, mitigation measures will be recommended to avoid or 
reduce potentially significant impacts. Additionally, potential cumulative impacts of the Proposed Project, when 
considered in context with other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable future projects in the area, will be 
addressed in the EIR. 
 
Information to be included in the EIR will also be based on input and comments received during the NOP 
review period. Decision-makers, responsible and trustee agencies under CEQA, property owners, and interested 
persons and parties will also have an opportunity to comment on the Draft EIR after it is published and 
circulated for public review. For additional information about the CEQA review of the Proposed Project, go to: 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/devers.html.  
 
Public Scoping Period for this Notice of Preparation. 
Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but no 
later than 30 days after the date of this notice. The public scoping period will close at 5:00 p.m. on May 15, 
2008. Please include a name, address, and telephone number of a contact person for all future correspondence 
on this subject. 
 
Please send your comments to: 

 
Mr. Eric Chiang 

Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project 
c/o Environmental Science Associates 

1425 N. McDowell Boulevard, Suite 105 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
Fax: (707) 795-0902 

Voicemail: (707) 795-0940  
E-mail: devers-mirage@esassoc.com  

Scoping Meeting. 
In order for the public and regulatory agencies to have an opportunity to ask questions and submit comments on 
the scope of the EIR, a meeting will be held during the NOP scoping period. The scoping meeting will start with
a brief presentation providing an overview of the Proposed Project and alternatives identified to date. 
Subsequent to the presentation, interested parties will be provided an opportunity to ask questions and provide 
comments about the project. Written comment forms will be supplied for those who wish to submit written 
comments at the scoping meeting; written comments may also be submitted anytime during the NOP scoping 
period to the address, fax, or e-mail listed above. The scoping meeting will be held: 

 
Tuesday April 29, 2008 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

CSUSB Palm Desert Campus, Mary Stuart Rogers Gateway Building (Classroom RG-205) 
37-500 Cook Street (b/w Gerald Ford Dr. and Frank Sinatra Dr.) 

Palm Desert, CA 92211 
(see map on following page) 
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REMINDER: Scoping comments will be accepted by fax, e-mail, or postmark through May 15, 2008. Please be 
sure to include your name, address, and telephone number. 
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SCE Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project: Home

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

SCE Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split 
Project
(Application A.08-01-029, filed January 31, 2008)

 

Welcome to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) website for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review of proposed construction of Southern 
California Edison (SCE)'s Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project. An application for this project was submitted to the CPUC on January 31, 2008 
(Application A.08-01-029). This site provides access to public documents and information relevant to the CEQA review process.
Files linked on this page are in Portable Document Format (PDF). To view them, you will need to download the free Adobe Acrobat Reader if it is not already installed on your PC. 
Note: For best results in displaying the largest files (see sizes shown in parentheses below for files larger than 3.0 MB), right-click the file's link, click "Save Target As" to download 
the file to a folder on your hard drive, then browse to that folder and double-click the downloaded file to open it in Acrobat.

 
 
 

Background

SCE has filed an application with the CPUC to construct the Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project. The CPUC is the CEQA lead agency. The 
Devers 115 kV Subtransmission System split portion of the project was approved by the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) in 2002 and the Devers-
Coachella Valley 220 kV transmission line loop into Mirage Substation portion of the project was approved by CAISO in 2006. 

The main components of the Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project, as proposed by SCE, includes: the replacement of approximately 5.3 miles 
of existing single-circuit 115 kV subtransmission line with new higher capacity double-circuit 115 kV subtransmission line between Farrell and Garnet substations in the 
City of Palm Springs; construction of a new 115 kV subtransmission line from Mirage Substation south to Interstate 10 (I-10); looping the existing Devers-Coachella 220 
kV transmission line from an existing right-of-way (ROW) for approximately 0.8 of a mile on double-circuit lattice steel towers (LSTs) to Mirage Substation. In addition, 
the project would include installation of one new 280 megavolt amperes (MVA) 220/115 kV transformer, two new 220 kV circuit breakers, and five new 115 kV circuit 
breakers at SCE's existing Mirage Substation.

The project would also include additional equipment and relays installations at Mirage, Concho, Indian Wells, Santa Rosa, Devers, Eisenhower, Farrell, Garnet, 
Thornhill, and Tamarisk substations located in the cities of Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, Indian Wells, Cathedral City, Palm Desert, and unincorporated areas of 
Riverside County, including the Thousand Palms community. SCE also proposes to transfer existing fiber optic cable to the new support structures and install new fiber 
optic and digital telecommunications equipment as part of the project.

The project is needed to relieve existing thermal overload conditions on two 115 kV subtransmission lines and to resolve a forecasted voltage problem on the 220 kV 
transmission system that would exist by 2009. The total cost of the project is estimated to be approximately $33.3 million. Construction of the project is scheduled to 
begin in the second quarter of 2009 and be operational by mid-2010.

Environmental Review

On April 15, 2008 the CPUC has published a Notice of Preparation (NOP)of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission 
System Split Project. Click here to view the NOP.

Public Scoping Period for this Notice of Preparation

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/devers.html (1 of 3)8/13/2008 11:50:46 AM

http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/published/proceedings/A0801029.htm
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/NOP_devers_041008.pdf
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Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but no later than 30 days after the date of this notice. The public 
scoping period will close at 5:00 p.m. on May 15, 2008. Please include a name, address, and telephone number of a contact person for all future correspondence on 
this subject.

Scoping Meeting

In order for the public and regulatory agencies to have an opportunity to ask questions and submit comments on the scope of the EIR, a meeting will be held during the 
NOP scoping period. The scoping meeting will start with a brief presentation providing an overview of the Proposed Project and alternatives identified to date. 
Subsequent to the presentation, interested parties will be provided an opportunity to ask questions and provide comments about the project. Written comment forms will 
be supplied for those who wish to submit written comments at the scoping meeting; written comments may also be submitted anytime during the NOP scoping period to 
the address, fax, or e-mail listed above. The scoping meeting will be held:

Tuesday April 29, 2008 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
CSUSB Palm Desert Campus, Mary Stuart Rogers Gateway Building (Classroom RG-205) 
37-500 Cook Street (b/w Gerald Ford Dr. and Frank Sinatra Dr.) 
Palm Desert, CA 92211

Current Progress

The CPUC is currently in the process of preparing the EIR. The EIR, and other CEQA review documents will be posted on this website when they are available.

Proponent's Environmental Assessment (PEA)

The application and PEA for the Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission System Split Project may be viewed here. The application was deemed complete by CPUC on 
February 29, 2008.

To view the Application for the project click here.

To view the PEA for the project click here.

Other Documents Available

Application Deemed Complete Letter (February 29, 2008), click here to view.

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/devers.html (2 of 3)8/13/2008 11:50:46 AM

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/app_toc.html
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/PEA_toc.html
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/DeterminationofCompleteness.pdf
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 For Additional Information

The CPUC, through its Environmental Review Team, manages environmental review of the project. To request additional information or to be added to the mailing list, 
please contact us by email, fax, or phone, as follows:

Project email: devers-mirage@esassoc.com  
Project fax: (707) 795-0902  
Voicemail: (707) 795-0940 

The CPUC's Project Manager in the Energy Division's CEQA unit is:

Mr. Eric Chiang, CPUC Project Manager 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Tel. (415) 703-1956 
Fax (415) 703-2200 

To request additional information, please contact us by email at devers-mirage@esassoc.com
This page contains tables and is best viewed with Firefox or Internet Explorer. 
Please report any problems to the Energy Division web coordinator.

  
  
 Project Home Page - CPUC Environmental Information - CPUC Home - Top

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/info/esa/devers-mirage/devers.html (3 of 3)8/13/2008 11:50:46 AM

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/electric/Environment/
http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/guidelines/
mailto:devers-mirage@esassoc.com
mailto:jbm@cpuc.ca.gov?Subject=Devers-Mirage 115kV Website]
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/electric/Environment/Current+Projects/
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/
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Southern California Edison Company
Devers-Mirage 115 kV Subtransmission

System Split Project

California Public Utilities Commission 
Public Scoping Meeting
for Preparation of an

Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

April 29, 2008
Palm Desert, California
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Key Players and their Roles 

Eric Chiang, CPUC:  Lead Agency under 
the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA)
Doug Cover, Environmental Science 
Associates (ESA): Environmental 
consultant for CPUC
Southern California Edison:  Applicant
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Meeting Agenda
CPUC Review Process
Project Overview

Background
Project Purpose and Need
Project Description

Alternatives
Next Steps
Public Comment

Speaker cards
Comment forms



California Public Utilities Commission
Who does the CPUC regulate?

CPUC

Electricity
Telephone

Communication
Natural Gas

Water
Transportation

and Rail

Purpose: 
To ensure that utility services are

provided to the public in a safe and 
reliable manner and at a

reasonable price



Investor Owned Utility (IOU)
Proposes to build infrastructure

Permit to Construct (PTC) CPCN

Discretionary Decision
of Commission

Approve Disapprove

Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN)

or

or



CPUC Review Process

Economic Review

Rates Market
Competition

Meet Needs 
of People

Market 
Structure

Environmental Review Complies with CEQA

Public Awareness to
Environmental Impacts

Mitigation 
Measures Alternatives



Basic Application and Environmental   
Review Processes (Step 1)

Utility Files ApplicationUtility Files Application

CPUC ReviewsCPUC Reviews Environmental 
Consultant Reviews

Environmental 
Consultant Reviews

Application
Deemed Complete

Application
Deemed Complete

Environmental 
Review Begins
Environmental 
Review Begins



Environmental Review BeginsEnvironmental Review Begins

Environmental 
Review in Field
Environmental 
Review in Field

Agency
Consultation

Agency
Consultation

Conduct
Initial Study

Conduct
Initial Study

Basic Application and Environmental  
Review Processes (Step 2)

Prepare
Mitigated Negative

Declaration

Prepare
Mitigated Negative

Declaration

Prepare
Environmental
Impact Report

Prepare
Environmental
Impact Report

or



Basic Application and Environmental  
Review Processes (Step 3)

Prepare
Draft EIR
Prepare
Draft EIR

Public Notice
of Draft EIR

Public Notice
of Draft EIR

Public CommentsPublic Comments

Final EIRFinal EIR

Contains
“Environmentally 

Superior” Route and 
Other Alternatives

Contains
“Environmentally 

Superior” Route and 
Other Alternatives

Scoping 
Meetings
Scoping 
Meetings

Receive information
from public to 
determine the 

range of issues 
and alternatives

Receive information
from public to 
determine the 

range of issues 
and alternatives



Basic Application and Environmental  
Review Processes (Step 4)

Final EIRFinal EIR

ALJ Proposes Decision for 
Commission

ALJ Proposes Decision for 
Commission

Contains Routing, Economic
Issues, Social Impact 

Issues, And Need for Project

Contains Routing, Economic
Issues, Social Impact 

Issues, And Need for Project

ALJ’s Proposed DecisionALJ’s Proposed Decision

Interveners Comment on Proposed DecisionInterveners Comment on Proposed Decision

Proposed Final DecisionProposed Final Decision

Commissioners VoteCommissioners Vote



For Additional Information
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov
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SCE’s Project Purpose and Need
Relieve existing thermal overload conditions on 
two 115 kV subtransmission lines
Resolve a forecasted voltage problem on the
220 kV transmission system
Serve projected electrical demand in the cities of 
Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, Cathedral City, 
Palm Desert, Indian Wells, and unincorporated 
areas of Riverside County, including the 
Thousand Palms community
Be operational by mid-2010
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Project Location
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Project Description Overview

Farrell-Garnet 115 kV Proposed Route

Mirage-Santa Rosa 115 kV Proposed Route

Devers-Coachella Valley 220 kV Loop-In

115 kV Line Reconfigurations

Substations
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Project Description
Farrell-Garnet 115 kV Proposed Route

Replace approximately 5.3 miles of existing 
single-circuit lines and structures with double-
circuit
Within existing SCE and public road right-of-
ways (ROWs)
General alignment:

From Farrell Sub north along the east side of Gene 
Autry Trail to a point south of the RR
Cross to west of Gene Autry Trail
NNW (crossing the RR) to a location south of
I-10 ROW
Continue NW and W along I-10 to Garnet Substation 
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Project Description (cont’d)
Mirage-Santa Rosa 115 kV Proposed 
Route

Replace approximately 1.5 miles of existing 
single-circuit lines and structures with double-
circuit
Within existing SCE and public road ROWs
General alignment:

From Mirage Sub south adjacent to the east side of 
Tri-Palm Estates
Through the Tri-Palm Estates golf course
South of the golf course, cross I-10 to join the existing 
subtransmission system
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Project Description (cont’d)
Devers-Coachella Valley 220 kV
Loop-In

Loop existing Devers-Coachella 220 kV line to 
an existing SCE ROW
South approximately 0.8 mile on double-circuit 
lattice steel towers to Mirage Substation

115 kV Line Reconfigurations
Line reconfigurations at three intersections:

Portola and Gerald Ford
Dinah Shore and Bob Hope
near Varner and Date Palm
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Project Description (cont’d)
Substations

Installation of additional equipment and relays 
at Mirage, Concho, Indian Wells, Santa Rosa, 
Eisenhower, Farrell, Garnet, Thornhill, and 
Tamarisk Substations
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Alternative Alignments
Farrell-Garnet 115 kV Route #1 Option A

Avoid small section of BLM land

Farrell-Garnet 115 kV Route #2
Overhead single-circuit along Gene Autry Trail, 
Vista Chino Rd, Sunrise Way, San Rafael Rd
Underground from San Rafael Rd to Four 
Seasons Blvd
Overhead from Four Seasons Blvd north to the 
Proposed Route
0.5 mile underground; 5.5 miles overhead
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Alternative Alignments (cont’d)
Farrell-Garnet 115 kV Route #3

Along Gene Autry Trail, Vista Chino Rd, 
Sunrise Way, San Rafael Rd, Indian Canyon Dr 
then north to Garnet Sub
6.5 miles overhead

Mirage-Santa Rosa 115 kV Route #5
Underground in Ramon Road to Monterey Ave 
south to Varner Rd
Transition to overhead before crossing I-10
1.9 miles underground; 500 feet overhead
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Next Steps
Notice of Preparation was circulated to solicit 
input from agencies and the public
This meeting is part of the scoping process
A Draft EIR will be prepared and circulated for 
agency and public comment
Comments will be considered and addressed in 
a Final EIR
CPUC considers EIR / other factors and issues 
a draft decision for the Proposed Project
CPUC considers comments on draft and 
alternate decisions and votes on the Project
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How to Comment
Please submit scoping comments no later than 
Thursday, May 15, 2008:

Mr. Eric Chiang
Devers-Mirage 115kV Subtransmission

System Split Project
c/o Environmental Science Associates

1425 N. McDowell Blvd., Suite 105
Petaluma, CA 94954
Fax: (707) 795-0902

Voicemail: (707) 795-0940 
E-mail: devers-mirage@esassoc.com

Website: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/Environment/
info/esa/devers-mirage/devers.html
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Public Comment
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Discussion Guidelines
One person to speak at a time
Be concise
Stay on topic
Support everyone’s participation
Respect others’ opinions
Comments will be recorded
Written comments are encouraged
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