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Abstract 
Between 1969 and 1998, approximately 113,000 acres were converted from private 
timberland to other uses. Conversions on lands categorized “timberland” under the Forest 
Practice Act include lands with or without Timberland Production Zone (TPZ) 
classification. Land was converted to a variety of uses, including grazing, development, 
and vineyards. Prior to 1980, the main purpose of conversion was grazing. Since then, 
conversion to subdivisions has been the main purpose. The impact of conversions on 
timber supply is not significant, but in many local areas, conversions are a major land use 
issue. 
 
 
 

ver the last 30 years, California has experienced urban expansion. In addition, changes in the 
relative profitability of different commodities (such as timber, cattle, and grapes) have led to 
shifts in land use. Following transportation networks and new developments, people have 

moved into forested areas of the state that historically have managed primarily to produce timber.  

This document describes the extent of timberland conversion over the past three decades using the 
timberland conversion permit and exemption records from California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (CDF). These records are the longest ongoing source of information about changes in 
California’s private timberland use over time.  

Methodology 

Under Section 4621 of the Public Resources Code (PRC), any person who wishes to convert 
timberland to uses other than growing timber must obtain a conversion permit from CDF. The State 
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection has passed rules that govern the conditions and procedures under 
which permits can be granted. 

“Timberland” is defined by PRC Section 4526. It includes land, other than federal land, which “is 
available for, and capable of, growing a crop of trees of any commercial species used to produce lumber 

O 



 

 2

and other forest products including Christmas trees.” The Board of Forestry has defined commercial 
species to include conifers but not hardwoods. 

Based on 1994 U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis estimate (Waddell et al, 1997),  
there are approximately 7.4 million acres of timberland in private ownership, not including federal, state 
or local ownerships (Figure1). About 5.5 million acres of the private timberland is zoned for timber 
production (Timberland Production Zone or TPZ) under the Forest Taxation Reform Act of 1976. The 
remaining 2.9 million acres are not zoned as TPZ but are treated as Timberland for purposes of forest 
practice regulation requiring conversion permits. Below is the approximate location of private 
timberlands and TPZ lands. 

Figure 1. Private timberland and Timber Production Zone lands  

 

 
Source: complied and edited by FRAP from Pacific Forest Trust, 2002 
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TPZ is a zoning classification applied to private timberland and State forests by local government 
under the Forest Taxation Reform Act of 1976. In addition to the definition of “timberland” applied in the 
Forest Practice Act, land within a TPZ is also subject to the definition in Section 51104 (f) of the 
Government Code (GC). In the GC timberland means privately owned land or land acquired for state 
forest purposes, which is devoted to and used for growing and harvesting timber, or for growing and 
harvesting timber and compatible uses, and which is capable of growing an average annual volume of 
wood fiber of at least 15 cubic feet per acre. 

Land zoned TPZ is restricted for use in timber growing or compatible uses, such as outdoor 
recreation or grazing. This restriction on use lasts ten years and is renewed each year; in return, 
landowners receive reduced property tax assessments on the land. 

“Conversion” from timber growing to other land uses may occur either on land that is zoned for 
timber production or land that is still timberland but which is not zoned for timber production. Within 
TPZ lands, timberland conversion means the immediate rezoning of TPZ, whether timber operations are 
involved or not. Some exemptions may apply. Within non-TPZ timberlands, under Section 1100 (g) of 
the California Code of Regulations (CCR), timberland conversion means transforming timberland to a 
non-timber growing use through timber operations where: 

1. Future timber harvests will be prevented or infeasible because of land occupancy and 
activities thereon; or  

2. Stocking requirements of the applicable district forest practice rules will not be met within 
five years after completion of timber operations; or  

3. There is a clear intent to divide timberland into ownerships of less than three acres. In these 
cases, a timberland conversion permit is required. 

A timberland conversion exemption is applicable to the following situations of converting 
timberland for (Section 1104, CCR): 

1. Non-timber use only, of less than three acres in one contiguous ownership, whether or not it 
is a portion of a larger land parcel and shall not be part of a THP; 

2. Construction or maintenance of right-of-way by a public agency on its own or any other 
public property; 

3. Construction and maintenance of gas, water, sewer, oil, electric, and communication right-of-
way by private or public utility; and 

4. Subdivision development outside of TPZ. 

Timberland conversion records maintained currently at CDF have some information on acres and 
purpose of conversion but typically do not provide detailed information on converted locations, land uses, 
and ownership. Where common categories were lacking, larger inclusive categories were used to 
summarize data.  
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Total acreage and number of permits 

From 1969 to 1998, California’s 112,866 acres of timberland were converted to other land uses. This 
is an average of 3,762 acres per year. Since 20,568 acres were converted in 1970, only the years 1974 and 
1997 experienced timberland conversion acreage greater than 5,000 acres. Timberland conversion 
averaged 7,739 acres per year during the first decade, dropped to 1,186 acres per year during the second 
decade, and increased 2,256 acres per year during the last decade. In total, 534 timberland conversion 
permits were issued between 1969 and 1998 for an average of 18 permits per year.  
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Figure 2. Acreage and number of timberland conversion issued from 1969 to 1998 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional differences in conversions 

California can be separated into three regions 
to show the location patterns of timberland 
conversions over time (CDF, 1993). The Coast 
region covers the Northern and central coast 
counties of Alameda, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del 
Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Marin, Mendocino, Napa, 
San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, 
Solano, Sonoma, Yolo, and western Trinity 
County. The Northern region covers the north 
interior counties of Butte, Glenn, Lassen, Modoc, 
Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, 
Sutter, Tehama, Yuba, and eastern Trinity County. 
However, because of data availability, this analysis 
considers timberland conversions after 1992 in 
Trinity County as in the Northern region.  The 
Southern region covers the remaining counties in 
California (Figure 3). 

Over the past 30 years (1969-1998), 45,345 
acres (40 percent) of timberlands converted were in 
the Coast region, 55,021 acres (49 percent) in the Northern region, and 12,499 acres (11 percent) in the 
Southern region.  

Regional distribution is shown in Table 1. In terms of the number of timberland conversions, 33 
percent, 43 percent, and 24 percent were in the Coast, Northern, and Southern region, respectively.  

 

Figure 3. Three regions in California 
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Table 1. Timberland conversion permits and acreage issued in California from 1969 to 1998 
 

Region Coast Northern Southern 

Year Permit 
Total annual 

acreage Permit 
Total annual 

acreage Permit Acreage 
1969 31 9,065 18 6,865 5 267
1970 16 18,545 12 1,207 5 816
1971 16 8,488 11 7,379 3 312
1972 2 172 3 7,320 - -
1973 4 905 12 1,113 - -
1974 2 875 9 6,853 4 178
1975 2 3,043 5 1,074 3 36
1976 5 1,050 4 376 1 114
1977 4 60 2 23 8 1,135
1978 2 108 - - 1 12
1979 4 284 5 719 1 20
1980 4 110 7 635 8 580
1981 3 48 6 297 - -
1982 2 38 9 2,120 1 15
1983 1 45 2 700 7 145
1984 2 100 3 72 5 820
1985 2 31 2 46 3 278
1986 1 - 9 481 2 16
1987 6 493 3 967 5 1,669
1988 2 38 11 698 3 396
1989 7 131 9 300 8 468
1990 4 182 5 1,845 5 317
1991 13 523 8 276 3 217
1992 4 162 13 652 10 1,115
1993 5 102 9 644 13 1,210
1994 3 60 13 2,158 8 640
1995 3 129 11 1,895 6 1,208
1996 7 91 9 2,951 3 123
1997 11 273 13 4,936 4 207
1998 7 194 9 419 4 185
TOTAL 175 45,345 232 55,021 129 12,499

 

On average, this is 259 acres, 237 acres, and 97 acres per timberland conversion in these three 
regions, respectively. Noticeably, during the last two decades, the average acreage of timberland 
conversion permits issued stayed around 50 acres each year in the Coast region. However, there was a 
dramatic variation of over 300 acres during the same period in the other two regions, especially the 
Northern region. 

The percent of total conversion acreage varied by decade between regions (Figure 4). During the first 
decade, 54 percent of timberland conversion acreage was located in the Coast region and 96 percent of 
this was for grazing. While timberland conversions for grazing declined in this region, the acreage 
percentage also dropped dramatically from 54 percent to ten percent during the next ten years and down 
to eight percent during the last decade.  



 

The percentages of statewide timberland conversion acreage in the Northern region, shows an 
increasing trend through the last three decades from 42 to 68 percent with steady timberland conversions 
for subdivision development and increasing timberland conversions for recreation.  

Conversions for subdivision development of timberland conversion acreage shifted from four percent 
during the first decade to 24 percent in the last decade. It also increased the relative rate of the Southern 
region from 4 percent in the first decade to 24 percent in the last decade. 

 
Figure 4. Acreage of timberland conversions by region from 1969 to 1998 
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Purpose of conversions 

In total, over the last three decades, 56 percent of all acres of timberland conversion were for 
grazing, 24 percent for subdivision development, and the remaining 20 percent for other agriculture, 
mining, water development, recreation, and other land uses (Figure 5). However, based on per permit 
accounting, 34 percent of permits was for subdivision development and only 26 percent for grazing.  

 

(from 1969 to 1978)
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For the three decade period, timberland conversion for grazing averaged 460 acres per permit issued, 
while timberland conversion for subdivision development, mining, recreation, and water development 
averaged between 120 to 150 acres per issue, and timberland conversion for other agriculture and other 
land uses averaged less than 100 acres per issue (Figure 6). The acreage of timberland conversions for 
grazing declined dramatically and the acreage of timberland conversions for subdivision development 
increased. 

Figure 6. Average acreage of statewide timberland conversion by purpose from 1969 to 1998 
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However, by decade the purposes of conversion change. During the first decade (1969 to 1978), 78 
percent of timberland conversion acreage was for grazing and 11 percent was for subdivision 
development (Figure 7). However, during the last two decades, the percentage for grazing dropped to 
around 10 percent, while subdivision development increased to over 50 percent. The percentage of 
timberland conversion acreage for water development was largest during the second decade. The 
percentages for other agriculture, mining, and recreation in the same decade were also higher than in other 
decades. During the last decade, the timberland conversion for other land uses had a sudden jump to 23 
percent. This was triggered by a 4,580-acre timberland conversion issued in 1998 to rezone timberland 
production zone (TPZ) to general forestland in Sierra County. 

More than half of timberland conversion acreage was used for subdivision development during the 
last two decades. 

Figure 7. Percentage statewide of acreage in each decade by the purpose of timberland conversions from 
1969 to 1998 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subdivisions 

Over the past 30 years, 27,192 acres of timberlands were converted to 181 subdivision developments 
(150 acres per issue or 906 acres per year on average) (Figure 8). Except for the large acreage in 1969 and 
1971, the acreage of timberland conversions for subdivision development in each year stayed below 
2,500.  
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Figure 8. Acreage and number of timberland conversion permits for subdivision development between 
1969 and 1998 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The average acreage per timberland conversion for subdivision development stayed under 350 acres 
each year over the past three decades except in 1971, when four timberland conversions were issued for 
subdivision development on 4,257 acres of timberland (Figure 9). Timberland conversion for subdivision 
development has become the major component in all timberland conversions since 1979.  

 
Figure 9. Average acreage per timberland conversion for subdivision development and the percentage of 

timberland conversion acreage for subdivision development in the total acreage of timberland 
conversions issued from 1969 to 1998 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vineyards 

Another purpose of converting timberland is for vineyards. Timberland conversions for vineyards 
were embedded in the “other agriculture” land use category before 1991 and could not be separated using 
the timberland conversion records currently available at CDF. However, from January of 1991 to May of 
1999, the percent of total timberland used for vineyards in six counties was 32 percent in Mendocino, 30 
percent in Sonoma, 17 percent in Napa, and the remaining 21 percent in Lake, Eldorado, and Shasta 
counties (Figure 10). The total acreage of these 28 timberland conversions for vineyards issued during 
this period reached 1,186 acres. 
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The trend of timberland conversion acreage for vineyards since 1991 shows a seesaw pattern with a 
high level around 150 acres (1992 and 1994) and a low level below 50 acres (1993) (Figure 11). With 
only the first four months recorded in 1999, the acreage of timberland conversion for vineyards reached 
411 acres, which almost tripled the acreage in the previous year. From 1991 to 1998, timberland 
conversion for vineyards averaged 97 acres per year. 

 

Figure 11. Acreage of timberland converted to vineyards issued from 1991 to May of 1999 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

TPZ lands 

From 1979 to 1998, 36 out of 344 total timberland conversions were conducted on TPZ lands. These 
covered 7,140 acres, or 20 percent of the total timberland conversion acreage during the same period. 
Within these TPZ rezoning acreages, 7 percent were converted for subdivision development, 8 percent for 
recreation, and the remaining 85 percent for other land uses. Even though 22 of these 36 timberland 
conversions on TPZ lands were in Northern and Central Coast, they covered only 14 percent of the total 
TPZ rezoning acreage. The other 81 percent of the total TPZ rezoning acreage was located northern 
interior with only eight timberland conversion permits. The remaining five percent of the total TPZ 
rezoning acreage was allocated in the Southern region by six timberland conversions. Thus, on average, it 
was 43 acres per issue in the Coast region, 727 acres per issue in the Northern region, and 63 acres per 
issue in the Southern region. 
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Observations 

This analysis includes all timberland conversion permits and all timberland conversion exemptions 
for subdivision development on non-timberland production zone (non-TPZ) lands. One hundred twelve 
thousand eight hundred sixty six (112,866) acres of timberland were converted to other land uses from 
1969 to 1998. Based on CDF’s timberland conversion records and timberland acreage estimated using 
1977 Calveg, this is approximately 1.2 percent of total timberland acreage in private, state, and local 
ownership. Timberland conversions on TPZ lands in the state covered 0.13 percent of the 1998 TPZ land 
acreage over the last 20 years. Since most timberland conversions are conducted on non-industrial private 
land, timberland converted at this rate has not significantly impacted California’s timber supply, but has 
caused concerns when timberland conversions occurred around urban areas for subdivision and vineyard 
development.    

With California’s large population and economic growth and public policies on land use unchanged, 
the overall trend is expected to rise for the next decade. This is true even though the acreage and the 
number of timberland conversions for subdivision development have been down in recent years. In the 
last few years, timberland conversions for vineyards have increased.  

Many vineyards and subdivision developments were not converted from timberland but from lands 
with other land uses, such as oak woodland, rangeland, or abandoned agricultural land. Combining all 
these conversions may provide a more comprehensive picture for all land conversions for vineyard or 
subdivision development in the state. 

Data reliability 

Absence of an efficient database to record timberland conversion processes limits the effectiveness 
and accuracy of studies on this topic. However, an approximation of acres converted may be made using 
Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data collected by the USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest 
Research Station, for every ten years (during the period from around 1981-1984 to 1991-1994). Estimates 
include: 

• 17,000 acres of timberland to be converted for agriculture 

• 21,000 acres for urban, 70,000 acres for right-of-way, and 

• 113,000 acres for reserves in California 

This estimate, based on a large grid sampling scheme in California, is about 11 to 14 times greater 
than the estimate based on CDF’s timberland conversion records, which show 20,515 acres from 1981 to 
1994 or 16,115 acres from 1985 to 1994. In addition, FIA data have more strict definitions of timberland 
and estimate 7.9 million acres of private timberland in the state, which is 1.3 million acres less than the 
estimate using 1977 Calveg data. Since FIA surveys have the limitation of the large grid sampling design 
and one FIA plot can possibly represent from 5,000 to 8,000 acres, the timberland conversion estimates 
from CDF’s records might be more accurate. More information on California’s timberland area change, as 
analyzed using FIA data, is also presented by the author (Shih, 1999). 
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Appendix A 

2004 – 2006 
County Conversion Tables 
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n
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.
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h
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 s
o

u
th

w
e

st
e

rn
 a

n
d

 n
o

rt
h

e
a

st
e

rn
 p

a
rt

s 
o

f 
K

e
rn

 C
o

u
n

ty
, I

m
p

o
rt

a
n

t 
F

a
rm

la
n

d
 r

a
ti

n
g

s 
a

re
 n

o
w

 a
va

ila
b

le
 c

o
u

n
ty

w
id

e
.  

(2
) 

C
o

n
ve

rs
io

n
 t

o
 G

ra
zi

n
g

 L
a

n
d

 p
ri

m
a

ri
ly

 d
u

e
 t

o
 la

n
d

 le
ft

 id
le

 f
o

r 
th

re
e

 o
r 

m
o

re
 u

p
d

a
te

 c
yc

le
s.

(3
) 

C
o

n
ve

rs
io

n
 t

o
 O

th
e

r 
L

a
n

d
 is

 p
ri

m
a

ri
ly

 d
u

e
 t

o
 lo

w
-d

e
n

si
ty

 h
o

u
si

n
g

, o
il 

p
ro

d
u

c
ti

o
n

 f
a

c
ili

ti
e

s,
 a

n
d

 d
a

ir
ie

s 
th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t 
th

e
 c

o
u

n
ty

.
(4

) 
C

o
n

ve
rs

io
n

 t
o

 P
ri

m
e

 F
a

rm
la

n
d

 p
ri

m
a

ri
ly

 d
u

e
 t

o
 n

e
w

 a
g

ri
c

u
lt

u
re

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t 
th

e
 c

o
u

n
ty

 a
n

d
  i

rr
ig

a
te

d
 p

a
st

u
re

s 
n

e
a

r 
L

a
ke

 Is
a

b
e

lla
.

(5
) 

C
o

n
ve

rs
io

n
 t

o
 G

ra
zi

n
g

 L
a

n
d

 p
ri

m
a

ri
ly

 d
u

e
 t

o
 d

ry
la

n
d

 g
ra

in
 p

ro
d

u
c

ti
o

n
.

 
(6

) 
C

o
n

ve
rs

io
n

 t
o

 F
a

rm
la

n
d

 o
f 

S
ta

te
w

id
e

 Im
p

o
rt

a
n

c
e

 p
ri

m
a

ri
ly

 d
u

e
 t

o
 ir

ri
g

a
te

d
 a

g
ri

c
u

lt
u

re
 a

d
d

it
io

n
s,

 w
it

h
 a

 p
a

rt
ic

u
la

rl
y 

la
rg

e
 c

o
n

ve
rs

io
n

 n
e

a
r 

th
e

 in
te

rc
h

a
n

g
e

 o
f 

In
te

rs
ta

te
 5

 a
n

d
 S

ta
te

 H
ig

h
w

a
y 

1
1

9
.

(7
) 

C
o

n
ve

rs
io

n
 f

ro
m

 U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 B

u
ilt

-u
p

 L
a

n
d

 p
ri

m
a

ri
ly

 t
h

e
 r

e
su

lt
 o

f 
th

e
 u

se
 o

f 
d

e
ta

ile
d

 d
ig

it
a

l i
m

a
g

e
ry

 t
o

 d
e

lin
e

a
te

 m
o

re
 d

is
ti

n
c

t 
u

rb
a

n
 b

o
u

n
d

a
ri

e
s 

a
s 

w
e

ll 
a

s 
a

b
a

n
d

o
n

e
d

 o
il 

fa
c

ili
ti

e
s 

in
 

   
   

th
e

 s
o

u
th

w
e

st
e

rn
 p

a
rt

 o
f 

th
e

 c
o

u
n

ty
.
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)
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2
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6
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3
 

2
 

9
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1

3
 

1
0
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- 

1
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2
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O
th

e
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L
a

n
d
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1
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2
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3
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4

1
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4
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3
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8
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W
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A
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a
to
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0

 
0

 
0

 
0

 
0

 
0

 
0
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T

O
T

A
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C

R
E

A
G

E
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O
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V
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R
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E
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3

7
 

1
,7

7
4

 
1
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3

5
 

8
5

4
 

5
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0
0

 
9
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9

3
 

1
5

,4
9

3
 

9
0

1
 

3
,1

4
7

 
0

 
1

9
,5

4
1

 
(1

) 
C

o
n

ve
rs

io
n

 a
m

o
n

g
 ir

ri
g

a
te

d
 a

g
ri

c
u

lt
u

ra
l c

a
te

g
o

ri
e

s 
is

 d
u

e
 t

o
 t

h
e

 in
c

o
rp

o
ra

ti
o

n
 o

f 
u

p
d

a
te

d
 d

ig
it

a
l s

o
il 

su
rv

e
y 

d
a

ta
 (

S
S

U
R

G
O

) 
in

to
 t

h
e

 2
0

0
6

 Im
p

o
rt

a
n

t 
F

a
rm

la
n

d
 d

a
ta

.  
T

h
is

 r
e

fl
e

c
ts

 m
o

d
if

ic
a

ti
o

n
s 

m
a

d
e

 t
o

 s
o

il
m

a
p

p
in

g
 b

y 
th

e
 U

.S
. D

e
p

a
rt

m
e

n
t 

o
f 

A
g

ri
c

u
lt

u
re

 a
s 

o
p

p
o

se
d

 t
o

 la
n

d
 u

se
 c

o
n

ve
rs

io
n

s.
   

(2
) 

C
o

n
ve

rs
io

n
 t

o
 G

ra
zi

n
g

 L
a

n
d

 p
ri

m
a

ri
ly

 d
u

e
 t

o
 la

n
d

 le
ft

 id
le

 f
o

r 
th

re
e

 o
r 

m
o

re
 u

p
d

a
te

 c
yc

le
s.

(3
) 

C
o

n
ve

rs
io

n
 t

o
 O

th
e

r 
L

a
n

d
 p

ri
m

a
ri

ly
 d

u
e

 t
o

 m
o

re
 d

e
ta

ile
d

 d
e

lin
e

a
ti

o
n

 o
f 

p
o

rt
io

n
s 

o
f 

th
e

 T
u

le
 R

iv
e

r 
c

a
n

a
l,

 K
in

g
s 

R
iv

e
r 

c
a

n
a

l,
 a

n
d

 M
id

d
le

 B
ra

n
c

h
 C

ro
ss

 C
re

e
k 

/ L
e

w
is

 D
it

c
h

.
(4

) 
C

o
n

ve
rs

io
n

 f
ro

m
 U

rb
a

n
 a

n
d

 B
u

ilt
-u

p
 L

a
n

d
 p

ri
m

a
ri

ly
 t

h
e

 r
e

su
lt

 o
f 

th
e

 u
se

 o
f 

d
e

ta
ile

d
 d

ig
it

a
l i

m
a

g
e

ry
 t

o
 d

e
lin

e
a

te
 m

o
re

 d
is

ti
n

c
t 

u
rb

a
n

 b
o

u
n

d
a

ri
e

s.
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 t
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Appendix B 
2004 and 2006 
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URBAN &  
COUNTY GRAZING FARMLAND BUILT-UP OTHER COUNTY AREA TOTAL

PRIME STATEWIDE UNIQUE LOCAL LAND SUBTOTAL LAND LAND WATER MAPPED COUNTY AREA
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Imperial 196,177 311,645 2,281 33,037 0 543,140 26,897 457,511 1,022 1,028,570 2,868,426 
Los Angeles 32,610 1,024 1,024 8,973 228,730 272,361 167,985 633,690 3,468 1,077,504 2,529,470 
Orange 6,266 567 5,082 0 35,656 47,571 284,247 176,669 972 509,459 509,460 
Riverside 128,505 46,916 37,949 231,085 111,695 556,150 300,540 1,015,576 62,349 1,934,615 4,673,095 
San Bernardino 17,048 7,936 3,150 2,786 902,853 933,773 268,685 246,636 449 1,449,543 12,867,789 
San Diego 8,251 10,959 53,250 134,892 106,680 314,032 345,316 1,494,047 13,298 2,166,693 2,712,200 
Ventura 45,430 34,231 28,581 16,717 199,004 323,963 102,873 125,173 3,939 555,948 1,173,973 
   Subtotals 434,287 413,278 131,317 427,490 1,584,618 2,990,990 1,496,543 4,149,302 85,497 8,722,332 27,334,413 
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
Fresno 713,085 478,732 98,091 95,547 827,114 2,212,569 115,364 108,776 4,911 2,441,620 3,850,512 
Kern 640,039 214,847 107,295 0 1,792,928 2,755,109 129,340 2,327,122 9,812 5,221,383 5,221,383 
Kings 139,212 420,422 25,982 8,868 243,183 837,667 31,448 21,603 66 890,784 890,784 
Madera 98,681 85,362 163,977 17,415 399,724 765,159 26,014 63,811 6,055 861,039 1,377,535 
Merced 272,096 153,249 104,419 59,851 569,828 1,159,443 36,767 48,348 16,859 1,261,417 1,261,417 
San Joaquin 407,609 89,273 63,231 59,957 144,933 765,003 87,833 47,991 11,773 912,600 912,600 
Stanislaus 256,605 29,926 75,443 33,704 441,435 837,113 63,192 62,396 7,467 970,168 970,169 
Tulare 379,762 332,159 12,218 143,826 440,135 1,308,100 55,887 217,230 4,656 1,585,873 3,099,276 
   Subtotals 2,907,089 1,803,970 650,656 419,168 4,859,280 10,640,163 545,845 2,897,277 61,599 14,144,884 17,583,676 
CENTRAL COAST
Monterey 167,636 43,402 25,104 0 1,065,577 1,301,719 55,951 757,210 6,246 2,121,126 2,121,126 
San Benito 30,432 9,106 2,580 26,482 605,731 674,331 7,781 206,138 1,140 889,390 889,390 
San Luis Obispo 39,724 19,722 36,411 174,550 742,004 1,012,411 43,729 235,511 10,522 1,302,173 2,124,207 
Santa Barbara 67,223 12,242 34,438 20,095 584,449 718,447 62,215 254,962 4,191 1,039,815 1,633,590 
   Subtotals 305,015 84,472 98,533 221,127 2,997,761 3,706,908 169,676 1,453,821 22,099 5,352,504 6,768,313 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY
Alameda 4,725 1,391 2,323 0 244,947 253,386 145,431 72,776 53,743 525,336 525,336 
Contra Costa 29,938 8,092 3,589 52,071 168,662 262,352 148,966 49,465 53,240 514,023 514,023 
Marin 7 459 303 65,602 89,514 155,885 42,068 135,992 44,715 378,660 378,660 
Napa 31,999 9,679 16,358 18,991 179,299 256,326 22,816 204,320 22,396 505,858 505,858 
San Mateo 2,356 186 2,387 3,496 46,292 54,717 71,691 161,308 65,734 353,450 353,450 
Santa Clara 20,766 4,460 2,452 6,113 388,510 422,301 188,243 216,225 8,458 835,227 835,227 
Santa Cruz 14,712 2,913 4,610 522 17,717 40,474 31,705 213,174 357 285,710 285,710 
Solano 139,536 7,164 11,036 0 202,826 360,562 58,628 113,433 49,749 582,372 582,372 
Sonoma 32,258 17,734 32,179 78,168 420,022 580,361 74,231 353,931 17,532 1,026,055 1,026,055 
   Subtotals 276,297 52,078 75,237 224,963 1,757,789 2,386,364 783,779 1,520,624 315,924 5,006,691 5,006,691 
SIERRA FOOTHILL
Amador 3,610 1,717 3,596 1,272 188,569 198,764 8,094 88,191 5,323 300,372 387,825 
El Dorado 779 843 3,782 60,439 195,957 261,800 31,359 236,425 6,819 536,403 1,144,923 
Mariposa 5 24 64 0 404,080 404,173 2,421 75,804 6,047 488,445 935,597 
Nevada 605 2,789 439 22,966 117,930 144,729 17,393 127,122 2,145 291,389 623,836 
Placer 8,525 5,020 22,792 101,847 28,692 166,876 55,772 183,873 5,011 411,532 960,090 
   Subtotals 13,524 10,393 30,673 186,524 935,228 1,176,342 115,039 711,415 25,345 2,028,141 4,052,271 
SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Butte 196,219 21,604 24,235 0 407,678  649,736 44,803 355,896 22,819 1,073,254 1,073,254 
Colusa 200,182 2,170 123,318 232,921 9,030  567,621 4,877 165,983 1,911 740,392 740,391 
Glenn 161,685 87,867 17,469 80,290 229,191 576,502 6,313 260,362 5,950 849,127 849,127 
Sacramento 106,667 51,217 15,268 41,961 156,977 372,090 175,523 70,242 18,230 636,085 636,085 
Shasta 13,282 3,444 488 8,513 409,616 435,343 36,525 543,470 5,875 1,021,213 2,465,173 
Sutter 165,817 107,194 19,245 0 51,516 343,772 12,928 30,856 1,883 389,439 389,439 
Tehama 63,707 17,284 18,085 132,437 1,550,095 1,781,608 13,254 38,449 6,181 1,839,492 1,892,900 
Yolo 257,893 16,989 50,197 65,173 150,339 540,591 29,343 75,704 7,815 653,453 653,453 
Yuba 41,993 11,019 32,372 0 142,729 228,113 13,082 163,993 6,629 411,817 411,817 
   Subtotals 1,207,445 318,788 300,677 561,295 3,107,171 5,495,376 336,648 1,704,955 77,293 7,614,272 9,111,639 
NORTH STATE (northwest & northeast)
Lake 14,300 1,222 11,712 20,815 240,370 288,419 14,803 500,969 46,793 850,984 850,984 
Mendocino (1) 20,688 1,166 6,969 0 1,928,253 1,957,076 19,055 66,464 2,135 2,044,730 2,247,977 
Modoc 77,864 44,802 11,170 120,137 574,629 828,602 3,248 19,821 56,570 908,241 2,689,681 
Sierra Valley 8,969 7,485 3,812 89,902 78,643 188,811 989 7,896 75 197,771 5,309,366 
Siskiyou 77,573 28,121 33,272 623,070 386,430 1,148,466 15,607 98,819 18,399 1,281,291 4,062,225 
   Subtotals 199,394 82,796 66,935 853,924 3,208,325 4,411,374 53,702 693,969 123,972 5,283,017 15,160,233 
GRAND TOTALS (2) 5,343,051 2,765,775 1,354,028 2,894,491 18,450,172 30,807,517 3,501,232 13,131,363 711,729 48,151,841 85,017,236 
(1) Mendocino County statistics are draft; approval of a Farmland of Local Importance definition may affect Grazing and Other Land totals in the final data.  

         TABLE B-3

IMPORTANT FARMLAND ACREAGE SUMMARY, BY REGION, 2006

IRRIGATED FARMLAND NONIRRIGATED

(2) Category and Area Inventoried totals may differ slightly from statewide conversion table due to rounding. 
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LAND COMMITTED TO NONAGRICULTURAL USE

Shifts to Urban and Built-Up Land from (1): Land Committed to
COUNTY  Statewide Other Land Grazing Nonagricultural Use (2)

Prime & Unique & Water & Local Total Prime Total

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Imperial 63    569    -276    183    539    0    0    
Los Angeles 47    1    3,580    923    4,551    46    9,948    
Orange 428    1    918    719    2,066    2,956    7,801    
Riverside 3,207    1,247    8,783    10,031    23,268    799    36,979    
San Bernardino 848    390    3,591    4,590    9,419    51    13,807    
San Diego 100    797    2,969    2,605    6,471    174    8,288    
Ventura 328    170    322    212    1,032    301    6,337    
  Subtotals 5,021    3,175    19,887    19,263    47,346    4,327    83,160    
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
Fresno 1,485    907    760    1,313    4,465    1,634    5,751    
Kern 2,703    35    3,666    1,108    7,512    2,327    3,601    
Kings 281    108    272    20    681    39    55    
Madera 244    273    170    352    1,039    199    4,938    
Merced 687    451    203    482    1,823    75    741    
San Joaquin 2,021    1,115    677    613    4,426    2,965    4,788    
Stanislaus 1,224    135    -19    177    1,517    204    1,308    
Tulare 914    87    615    344    1,960    375    936    
  Subtotals 9,559    3,111    6,344    4,409    23,423    7,818    22,118    
CENTRAL COAST   
Monterey 178    -66    1,275    273    1,660    486    912    
San Benito 56    6    25    50    137    0    0    
San Luis Obispo 3    44    403    1,153    1,603    0    423    
Santa Barbara 33    35    104    14    186    370    914    
  Subtotals 270    19    1,807    1,490    3,586    856    2,249    
SAN FRANCISCO BAY

Table C-1

SOURCES OF URBAN LAND 2004-2006
and

Alameda 73    36    310    686    1,105    128    4,932    
Contra Costa 566    130    142    686    1,524    202    2,397    
Marin 0    1    126    37    164    0    17    
Napa 96    11    122    343    572    46    1,811    
San Mateo -2    -1    427    -16    408    0    559    
Santa Clara 233    64    423    346    1,066    1,043    3,122    
Santa Cruz 38    35    200    10    283    1    19    
Solano 74    94    356    387    911    52    4,600    
Sonoma 16    97    837    346    1,296    0    1,645    
  Subtotals 1,094    467    2,943    2,825    7,329    1,472    19,102    
SIERRA FOOTHILL
Amador 15    6    118    29    168    0    0    
El Dorado -2    -5    401    295    689    0    0    
Mariposa 0    -3    79    -61    15    0    1,494    
Nevada 0    0    241    -15    226    0    703    
Placer 299    19    984    2,287    3,589    0    2,062    
  Subtotals 312    17    1,823    2,535    4,687    0    4,259    
SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Butte 127    31    498    327    983    0    0    
Colusa 188    24    25    16    253    0    0    
Glenn 40    12    55    127    234    771    2,715    
Sacramento 550    867    5,219    3,257    9,893    0    1,580    
Shasta 36    8    896    61    1,001    0    2,462    
Sutter 75    105    103    63    346    9    195    
Tehama 44    6    97    168    315    129    3,519    
Yolo 199    404    135    93    831    233    1,456    
Yuba 199    222    79    500    1,000    0    0    
  Subtotals 1,458    1,679    7,107    4,612    14,856    1,142    11,927    
NORTH STATE (northwest & northeast)
Lake 29    15    231    85    360    0    0    
Modoc 4    10    -30    30    14    16    4,846    
Sierra Valley -10    0    13    175    178    9    2,918    
Siskiyou 5    20    122    84    231    0    49    
  Subtotals 28    45    336    374    783    25    7,813    
GRAND TOTALS 17,742    8,513    40,247    35,508    102,010    15,640    150,628    
(1) New Urban Land acreages are net figures.  
(2) L d C i d N i l l U d i l il b i d b i d l i d(2) Land Committed to Nonagricultural Use data is voluntarily submitted by city and county planning departments. Page 76



Table C-2

IRRIGATED FARMLAND CHANGES  2004-2006 (1)
ASIDE FROM URBANIZATION

Land converted to Irrigated Agriculture: Land removed from Irrigated Agriculture:

COUNTY Grazing, Local, Grazing, Local, Prime, Statewide Prime, Statewide
Other Land & Urban Other Land & Urban & Unique & Unique to

to Prime to Statewide & Unique Total to Other Local & Grazing Total
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Imperial 550    603    1,153    1,243    1,425    2,668    
Los Angeles 1,579    163    1,742    225    2,162    2,387    
Orange 114    77    191    630    632    1,262    
Riverside 2,021    2,274    4,295    869    7,094    7,963    
San Bernardino 487    1,282    1,769    1,086    2,997    4,083    
San Diego 576    1,539    2,115    1,326    3,688    5,014    
Ventura 70    119    189    1,013    1,651    2,664    
  Subtotals 5,397    6,057    11,454    6,392    19,649    26,041    
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
Fresno 1,883    1,568    3,451    2,858    14,718    17,576    
Kern 3,208    3,804    7,012    2,349    6,640    8,989    
Kings 273    640    913    2,982    10,712    13,694    
Madera 221    1,624    1,845    1,130    1,667    2,797    
Merced 1,134    6,248    7,382    1,839    10,165    12,004    
San Joaquin 514    1,825    2,339    1,895    3,481    5,376    
Stanislaus 948    6,440    7,388    4,401    1,535    5,936    
Tulare 1,190    1,944    3,134    4,829    9,519    14,348    
  Subtotals 9,371    24,093    33,464    22,283    58,437    80,720    
CENTRAL COAST   
Monterey 817    986    1,803    1,447    4,353    5,800    
San Benito 256    213    469    562    1,893    2,455    
San Luis Obispo 645    3,304    3,949    366    3,596    3,962    
Santa Barbara 759    383    1,142    663    1,781    2,444    
  Subtotals 2,477    4,886    7,363    3,038    11,623    14,661    
SAN FRANCISCO BAY
Alameda 8    77    85    90    710    800    
Contra Costa 432    926    1,358    1,424    2,116    3,540    
Marin 0    72    72    1    7    8    
Napa 188    686    874    1,750    976    2,726    
San Mateo 110    149    259    272    484    756    
Santa Clara 235    226    461    2,201    2,935    5,136    
Santa Cruz 113    268    381    974    895    1,869    
Solano 350    221    571    957    2,513    3,470    
Sonoma 119    653    772    946    3,249    4,195    
  Subtotals 1,555    3,278    4,833    8,615    13,885    22,500    
SIERRA FOOTHILL
Amador 2    153    155    7    639    646    
El Dorado 18    277    295    124    917    1,041    
Mariposa 0    19    19    5    99    104    
Nevada 11    71    82    38    404    442    
Placer 83    544    627    313    1,681    1,994    
  Subtotals 114    1,064    1,178    487    3,740    4,227    
SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Butte 437    552    989    991    2,523    3,514    
Colusa 994    482    1,476    2,399    1,786    4,185    
Glenn 521    1,927    2,448    1,039    1,950    2,989    
Sacramento 200    637    837    2,256    5,582    7,838    
Shasta 170    51    221    441    2,158    2,599    
Sutter 271    356    627    395    1,195    1,590    
Tehama 972    617    1,589    162    3,194    3,356    
Yolo 1,432    851    2,283    1,468    6,026    7,494    
Yuba 132    458    590    842    819    1,661    
  Subtotals 5,129    5,931    11,060    9,993    25,233    35,226    
NORTH STATE (northwest & northeast)
Lake 232    845    1,077    228    2,448    2,676    
Modoc 2,166    2,729    4,895    484    14,273    14,757    
Sierra Valley 196    215    411    0    32    32    
Siskiyou 935    2,187    3,122    91    6,296    6,387    
  Subtotals 3,529    5,976    9,505    803    23,049    23,852    
GRAND TOTALS 27,572    51,285    78,857    51,611    155,616    207,227    
(1) Agricultural change data compiled from Part III of individual county tables Figures do not include shifts among irrigated categories (soil unit(1) Agricultural change data compiled from Part III of individual county tables.  Figures do not include shifts among irrigated categories (soil unit 
revisions); shifts involving Water are grouped with Other Land.  Conversion data for Mendocino County will not be available until the 2006-08 report.  Page 77



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA Sierra Valley 374
Imperial -2,176 Marin 62
Los Angeles -708 Stanislaus 45
Orange -1,565 Mariposa -85
Riverside -8,249 San Luis Obispo -99
San Bernardino -3,612 Nevada -360
San Diego -3,813 San Mateo -504
Ventura -3,002 Amador -512
  Subtotal -23,125 Glenn -615
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY Los Angeles -708
Fresno -16,778 El Dorado -747
Kern -4,970 Alameda -826
Kings -13,262 Sutter -1,168
Madera -1,470 Santa Barbara -1,386
Merced -5,800 Madera -1,470
San Joaquin -6,194 Yuba -1,495
Stanislaus 45 Orange -1,565
Tulare -12,355 Santa Cruz -1,612
  Subtotal -60,784 Lake -1,660
CENTRAL COAST   Placer -1,692
Monterey -4,252 Tehama -1,821
San Benito -2,056 Napa -2,014
San Luis Obispo -99 San Benito -2,056
Santa Barbara -1,386 Imperial -2,176

Table C-3

NET CHANGE IN IRRIGATED LAND
2004-2006

From all Factors (1)

2004-2006
Rank by CountyGrouped by Region

  Subtotal -7,793 Shasta -2,453
SAN FRANCISCO BAY Butte -2,779
Alameda -826 Contra Costa -2,881
Contra Costa -2,881 Colusa -2,921
Marin 62 Ventura -3,002
Napa -2,014 Solano -3,137
San Mateo -504 Siskiyou -3,316
Santa Clara -5,065 Sonoma -3,555
Santa Cruz -1,612 San Bernardino -3,612
Solano -3,137 San Diego -3,813
Sonoma -3,555 Monterey -4,252
  Subtotal -19,532 Kern -4,970
SIERRA FOOTHILL Santa Clara -5,065
Amador -512 Merced -5,800
El Dorado -747 Yolo -5,838
Mariposa -85 San Joaquin -6,194
Nevada -360 Riverside -8,249
Placer -1,692 Sacramento -8,454
  Subtotal -3,396 Modoc -9,874
SACRAMENTO VALLEY Tulare -12,355
Butte -2,779 Kings -13,262
Colusa -2,921 Fresno -16,778
Glenn -615
Sacramento -8,454
Shasta -2,453
Sutter -1,168
Tehama -1,821
Yolo -5,838
Yuba -1,495
  Subtotal -27,544
NORTH STATE (northwest & northeast)
Lake -1,660
Modoc -9,874
Sierra Valley 374
Si ki 3 316

(1) Data compiled from Part I of individual 
county tables.  Net change includes the impact 
of urbanization, conversion to Other Land, 
removal from irrigated use due to idling, as well 
as conversions into irrigated use.  The net 
figure also includes any soil unit 
reclassifications or other revisions within 
irrigated categories.   Conversion data for 
Mendocino County will not be available until the 
2006-08 report.  

Siskiyou -3,316
  Subtotal -14,476
GRAND TOTAL -156,650
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

PART I

RURAL LAND 
2004 2006 ADDITIONS (1)

Rural Residential, Semi-agricultural and Commercial (2) 83,138 160,401 65,913 11,350 13.7%
Confined Animal Agriculture 40,155 50,238 7,504 2,579 6.4%
Vacant or Disturbed Land 57,517 302,460 244,042 901 1.6%
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation 96,779 2,176,486 2,076,127 3,580 3.7%
TOTAL AREA INVENTORIED (1) 277,589 2,689,585 2,393,586 18,410 6.6%

PART II

LAND USE CATEGORY Confined Animal 
Agriculture

Vacant or 
Disturbed Land

Nonagricultural 
and Natural 
Vegetation

Prime Farmland to: 2,928 652 1,065 2,466
Farmland of Statewide Importance to: 913 692 291 221
Unique Farmland to: 443 358 390 474
IRRIGATED FARMLAND SUBTOTAL to: 4,284 1,702 1,746 3,161
Farmland of Local Importance to: 2,005 697 423 222
Grazing Land to: 7,264 64 471 434
AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTAL to: 13,553 2,463 2,640 3,817
Urban and Built-up Land to: 167 70 120 43
Other Rural Land Uses (3) to: 1,082 343 501 724
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED TO RURAL USES 14,802 2,876 3,261 4,584

PART III

Conversions to Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

Rural Residential, Semi-
agricultural and Commerical (2)

TABLE D-1

RURAL LAND USE CONVERSION SUMMARY
2004-2006, FOR ALL AVAILABLE COUNTIES

Rural Land Use Summary

LAND USE CATEGORY
ACREAGE INVENTORIED ACREAGE 

CHANGED (1)
PERCENT 
CHANGE

LAND USE CATEGORY
Urban and Built-

up Land
Irrigated 
Farmland

Farmland of Local 
Importance and 

Grazing
Other Rural Land 

Uses (3)
Rural Residential, Semi-agricultural and Commercial (2) to: 826 806 593 1,227
Confined Animal Agriculture to: 0 481 83 199
Vacant or Disturbed Land to: 643 557 386 782
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation to: 44 468 50 442
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED FROM RURAL USES 1,513 2,312 1,112 2,650
(1) Definitions: Rural Land Additions tabulates expansions of Rural Land Mapping into Kern and Mendocino counties during the 2006 update.  

     tabulates conversions within counties that had been mapped as of 2004.  Total Area Inventoried is equal to that of Other Land in most counties;

     Confined Animal Agriculture is a component of some county Farmland of Local Importance definitions.

(2) Starting with Kern and Mendocino counties in 2006, Rural Residential Land has been separated from Semi-agricultural and Commercial uses.  See individual tables.  

     In future reports, all Rural Land mapping counties will have the two uses differentiated.

(3) These statistics represent shifts from one Rural Land Use category to another.  

RURAL LAND USE CONVERSION SUMMARY

Conversions From Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006
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Grazing Land (2) to: 6 488 0 78 20

FRESNO COUNTY

(4) These statistics represent shifts from one Rural Land Use category to another.  

TABLE D-2

FRESNO COUNTY
2004-2006 Rural Land Use Data

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

PART I

Rural Land Use Summary

LAND USE CATEGORY
ACREAGE INVENTORIED ACREAGE 

CHANGED
PERCENT 
CHANGE2004 2006

Rural Residential and Commercial 38,693 46,985 8,292 21.4%
Confined Animal Agriculture 11,182 12,202 1,020 9.1%
Vacant or Disturbed Land 28,779 28,911 132 0.5%
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation 32,541 32,880 339 1.0%
TOTAL AREA INVENTORIED (1) 111,195 120,978 9,783 8.8%

PART II

Conversions to Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY
Rural 

Residential and 
Commercial 

Confined 
Animal 

Agriculture

Vacant or 
Disturbed 

Land

Nonagricultural 
and Natural 
Vegetation

Prime Farmland to: 1,309 333 350 82
Farmland of Statewide Importance to: 504 290 125 15
Unique Farmland to: 186 42 217 70
IRRIGATED FARMLAND SUBTOTAL to: 1,999 665 692 167
Farmland of Local Importance to: 1,533 536 317 95
Grazing Land (2) to: 6 488, 0 78 20
AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTAL to: 10,020 1,201 1,087 282
Urban and Built-up Land (3) to: 146 1 10 7
Other Rural Land Uses (4) to: 586 144 300 579
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED TO RURAL USES 10,752 1,346 1,397 868

PART III

Conversions From Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY
Urban and Built-

up Land
Irrigated 
Farmland

Farmland of 
Local 

Importance 
and Grazing

Other Rural Land 
Uses (4)

Rural Residential and Commercial to: 500 580 484 896
Confined Animal Agriculture to: 0 237 24 65
Vacant or Disturbed Land to: 412 241 255 357
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation to: 11 224 3 291
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED FROM RURAL USES 923 1,282 766 1,609
(1) Total Area Inventoried for Rural Land categories in Fresno County is equal to that of Other Land plus the acreage of Confined 
Animal Agriculture.  Confined animal agriculture facilities are a component of the county's Farmland of Local Importance 

(2) Conversion to Rural Residential primarily due to improved imagery in mountainous areas on the east side of the 
definition. 

county.
(3) Conversion to Rural Residential Land partially due to refinements of map categories and the use of more detailed digital 
imagery.
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

PART I

Rural Land Use Summary

2004 2006
Rural Residential Land 0 34,549 0 0.0%
Semi-agricultural and Rural Commercial 0 10,331 0 0.0%
Confined Animal Agriculture 0 7,434 0 0.0%
Vacant or Disturbed Land 0 243,077 0 0.0%
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation 0 2,031,732 0 0.0%
TOTAL AREA INVENTORIED (1) 0 2,327,123 0 0.0%

PART II

LAND USE CATEGORY
Rural 

Residential 
Land

Semi-
agricultural 
and Rural 

Commerical

Confined 
Animal 

Agriculture

Vacant or 
Disturbed 

Land

Nonagricultural 
and Natural 
Vegetation

Prime Farmland to: 0 0 0 0 0
Farmland of Statewide Importance to: 0 0 0 0 0
Unique Farmland to: 0 0 0 0 0
IRRIGATED FARMLAND SUBTOTAL to: 0 0 0 0 0
Farmland of Local Importance to: 0 0 0 0 0
Grazing Land to: 0 0 0 0 0
AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTAL to: 0 0 0 0 0
Urban and Built-up Land to: 0 0 0 0 0
Other Rural Land Uses (2) to: 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED TO RURAL USES 0 0 0 0 0

PART III

LAND USE CATEGORY
Urban and 

Built-up Land
Irrigated 
Farmland

Farmland of 
Local 

Importance 
and Grazing

Other Rural 
Land Uses 

(2)
Rural Residential Land to: 0 0 0 0
Semi-agricultural and Rural Commercial to: 0 0 0 0
Confined Animal Agriculture to: 0 0 0 0
Vacant or Disturbed Land to: 0 0 0 0
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation to: 0 0 0 0
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED FROM RURAL USES 0 0 0 0
(1) Total Area Inventoried for Rural Land Use categories is equal to that of Other Land in the Important Farmland Map for 
     Kern County.  

KERN COUNTY

(2) These statistics represent shifts from one Rural Land Use category to another.  

TABLE D-3

KERN COUNTY
2004-2006 Rural Land Use Data

LAND USE CATEGORY
ACREAGE INVENTORIED ACREAGE 

CHANGED
PERCENT 
CHANGE

Conversions to Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

Conversions From Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006
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TABLE D-4

MADERA COUNTY
2004-2006 Rural Land Use Data

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

PART I

Rural Land Use Summary

LAND USE CATEGORY
ACREAGE INVENTORIED ACREAGE 

CHANGED
PERCENT 
CHANGE2004 2006

Rural Residential and Commercial 27,108 28,188 1,080 4.0%
Confined Animal Agriculture 3,708 3,990 282 7.6%
Vacant or Disturbed Land 10,596 10,766 170 1.6%
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation 21,011 20,867 -144 -0.7%
TOTAL AREA INVENTORIED (1) 62,423 63,811 1,388 2.2%

PART II

Conversions to Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY

Rural 
Residential 

and 
Commercial

Confined 
Animal 

Agriculture

Vacant or 
Disturbed 

Land

Nonagricultural 
and Natural 
Vegetation

Prime Farmland to: 289 10 85 18
Farmland of Statewide Importance to: 137 68 128 1
Unique Farmland to: 133 133 106 22
IRRIGATED FARMLAND SUBTOTAL to: 559 211 319 41
Farmland of Local Importance to: 73 1 56 0
Grazing Land to: 449 7 1 0
AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTAL to: 1,081 219 376 41
Urban and Built-up Land to: 2 0 0 0
Other Rural Land Uses (2) to: 245 105 58 2
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED TO RURAL USES 1,328 324 434 43

PART III

Conversions From Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY
Urban and 

Built-up 
Land

Irrigated 
Farmland

Farmland of 
Local 

Importance 
and Grazing

Other Rural Land 
Uses (2)

Rural Residential and Commercial to: 55 27 4 162
Confined Animal Agriculture to: 0 25 0 17
Vacant or Disturbed Land to: 117 48 3 104
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation to: 0 60 0 127
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED FROM RURAL USES 172 160 7 410

(1) Total Area Inventoried for Rural Land Use categories is equal to that of Other Land within the Important Farmland Map 
of Madera County. 
(2) These statistics represent shifts from one Rural Land Use category to another.  

MADERA COUNTY
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

PART I

2004 2006
Rural Residential Land 0 20,497 0 0.0%
Semi-agricultural and Rural Commercial 0 536 0 0.0%
Confined Animal Agriculture 0 70 0 0.0%
Vacant or Disturbed Land 0 965 0 0.0%
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation 0 44,395 0 0.0%
TOTAL AREA INVENTORIED (1) 0 66,463 0 0.0%

PART II

LAND USE CATEGORY
Rural 

Residential 
Land

Semi-
agricultural 
and Rural 

Commerical

Confined 
Animal 

Agriculture

Vacant or 
Disturbed 

Land

Nonagricultural 
and Natural 
Vegetation

Prime Farmland to: 0 0 0 0 0
Farmland of Statewide Importance to: 0 0 0 0 0
Unique Farmland to: 0 0 0 0 0
IRRIGATED FARMLAND SUBTOTAL to: 0 0 0 0 0
Farmland of Local Importance to: 0 0 0 0 0
Grazing Land to: 0 0 0 0 0
AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTAL to: 0 0 0 0 0
Urban and Built-up Land to: 0 0 0 0 0
Other Rural Land Uses (2) to: 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED TO RURAL USES 0 0 0 0 0

PART III

LAND USE CATEGORY
Urban and 

Built-up Land
Irrigated 
Farmland

Farmland of 
Local 

Importance 
and Grazing

Other Rural 
Land Uses 

(2)
Rural Residential Land to: 0 0 0 0
Semi-agricultural and Rural Commercial to: 0 0 0 0
Confined Animal Agriculture to: 0 0 0 0
Vacant or Disturbed Land to: 0 0 0 0
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation to: 0 0 0 0
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED FROM RURAL USES 0 0 0 0
(1) Total Area Inventoried for Rural Land Use categories is equal to that of Other Land in the Important Farmland Map for Mendocino County.

MENDOCINO COUNTY

TABLE D-5

MENDOCINO COUNTY
2004-2006 Rural Land Use Data

Rural Land Use Summary

LAND USE CATEGORY
ACREAGE INVENTORIED ACREAGE 

CHANGED
PERCENT 
CHANGE

Conversions to Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

Conversions From Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

(2) These statistics represent shifts from one Rural Land Use category to another.  
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(2) These statistics represent shifts from one Rural Land Use category to another.  

TABLE D-6

MERCED COUNTY
2004-2006 Rural Land Use Data

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection F pi  armland Map ng and Monitoring Program

PART I

Rural Land Use Summary

LAND USE CATEGORY
ACREAGE INVENTORIED ACREAGE 

CHANGED
PERCENT 
CHANGE2004 2006

Rural Residential and Commercial 8,122 8,643 521 6.4%
Confined Animal Agriculture 13,861 14,189 328 2.4%
Vacant or Disturbed Land 13,235 13,163 -72 -0.5%
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation 11,330 12,353 1,023 9.0%
TOTAL AREA INVENTORIED (1) 46,548 48,348 1,800 3.9%

PART II

Conversions to Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY

Rural 
Residential 

and 
Commercial

Confined 
Animal 

Agriculture

Vacant or 
Disturbed 

Land

Nonagricultural 
and Natural 
Vegetation

Prime Farmland to: 334 105 144 225
Farmland of Statewide Importance to: 219 242 38 135
Unique Farmland to: 54 85 36 222
IRRIGATED FARMLAND SUBTOTAL to: 607 432 218 582
Farmland of Local Importance to: 263 14 8 110
Grazing Land to: 25 3 39 325
AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTAL to: 895 449 265 1,017
Urban and Built-up Land to: 5 1 0 36
Other Rural Land Uses (2) to: 125 25 128 60
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED TO RURAL USES 1,025 475 393 1,113

PART III

Conversions From Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY
Urban and 

Built-up 
Land

Irrigated 
Farmland

Farmland of 
Local 

Importance 
and Grazing

Other Rural Land 
Uses (2)

Rural Residential and Commercial to: 205 115 62 122
Confined Animal Agriculture to: 0 55 5 87
Vacant or Disturbed Land to: 40 200 105 120
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation to: 0 64 17 9
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED FROM RURAL USES 245 434 189 338

(1) Total Area Inventoried for Rural Land Use categories is equal to that of Other Land within the Important 
Farmland Map of Merced County.  

MERCED COUNTY
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TABLE D-7

STANISLAUS COUNTY
2004-2006 Rural Land Use Data

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection F pi  armland Map ng and Monitoring Program

PART I

Rural Land Use Summary

LAND USE CATEGORY
ACREAGE INVENTORIED ACREAGE 

CHANGED
PERCENT 
CHANGE2004 (1) 2006

Rural Residential and Commercial 9,215 10,672 1,457 15.8%
Confined Animal Agriculture 11,404 11,887 483 4.2%
Vacant or Disturbed Land 4,907 5,578 671 13.7%
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation 31,897 34,259 2,362 7.4%
TOTAL AREA INVENTORIED (1) 57,423 62,396 4,973 8.7%

PART II

Conversions to Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY

Rural 
Residential 

and 
Commercial 

Confined 
Animal 

Agriculture

Vacant or 
Disturbed 

Land

Nonagricultural 
and Natural 
Vegetation

Prime Farmland (2) to: 996 204 486 2,141
Farmland of Statewide Importance to: 53 92 0 70
Unique Farmland to: 70 98 31 160
IRRIGATED FARMLAND SUBTOTAL to: 1,119 394 517 2,371
Farmland of Local Importance to: 136 146 42 17 
Grazing Land to: 302 54 353 89
AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTAL to: 1,557 594 912 2,477
Urban and Built-up Land to: 14 68 110 0
Other Rural Land Uses (3) to: 126 69 15 83
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED TO RURAL USES 1,697 731 1,037 2,560

PART III

Conversions From Rural Land Uses, 2004 to 2006

LAND USE CATEGORY Urban and 
Built-up Land

Irrigated 
Farmland

Farmland of 
Local 

Importance 
and Grazing

Other Rural Land 
Uses (3)

Rural Residential and Commercial to: 66 84 43 47
Confined Animal Agriculture to: 0 164 54 30
Vacant or Disturbed Land to: 74 68 23 201
Nonagricultural and Natural Vegetation to: 33 120 30 15
TOTAL LAND CONVERTED FROM RURAL USES 173 436 150 293

(1) Total Area Inventoried for Rural Land Use categories is equal to that of Other Land in the Important Farmland Map
of Stanislaus County.  Area Inventoried increased due to soil survey addition, see Important Farmland statistics worksheet.
(2) Conversion to Nonagricultural Vegetation primarily due to wetlands restoration in the San Luis National 
Wildlife Refuge complex area.

STANISLAUS COUNTY
(3) These statistics represent shifts from one Rural Land Use category to another.  
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Farmland of Local Importance 

Background 

Farmland of Local Importance is land of importance to the local economy, as defined by each county's local 
advisory committee and adopted by its Board of Supervisors.  Farmland of Local Importance is either 
currently producing, or has the capability of production, but does not meet the criteria of Prime Farmland, 
Farmland of Statewide Importance, or Unique Farmland.  Authority to adopt or to recommend changes to the 
category of Farmland of Local Importance rests with the Board of Supervisors in each county.   

ALAMEDA 
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Alameda County. 

AMADOR 
Land that is currently in agricultural production and that is providing an economic return equal to that from the 
prime soil types. 

BUTTE  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Butte County. 

COLUSA  
The following lands are to be included in the Farmland of Local Importance category: All farmable lands 
within Colusa County that do not meet the definitions of Prime, Statewide, or Unique, but are currently 
irrigated pasture or nonirrigated crops; or nonirrigated land with soils qualifying for Prime Farmland or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance; or lands that would have Prime or Statewide designation and have been 
improved for irrigation but are now idle; or lands with a General Plan Land Use designation for agricultural 
purposes; and lands that are legislated to be used only for agricultural (farmland) purposes. 

CONTRA COSTA  
The lands within the Tassajara area, extending eastward to the county boundary and bordered on the north 
by the Black Hills, the Deer, Lone Tree and Briones Valleys, the Antioch area, and the Delta.  These lands are 
typically used for livestock grazing.  They are capable of producing dryland grain on a two year summer 
fallow or longer rotation with volunteer hay and pasture.  The farmlands in this category are included in the 
U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service's Land Capability Classes I, II, III, and IV, and lack some irrigation 
water. 

EL DORADO  
Lands that do not qualify for the Prime, Statewide, or Unique designation but are considered Existing 
Agricultural Lands, or Potential Agricultural Lands, in the Agricultural Land Element of the County General 
Plan.  Timberlands are excluded.  

FRESNO  
All farmable lands within Fresno County that do not meet the definitions of Prime, Statewide, or Unique.  This 
includes land that is or has been used for irrigated pasture, dryland farming, confined livestock and dairy, 
poultry facilities, aquaculture and grazing land.   

GLENN  
Local Importance (L): All lands not qualifying for Prime, Statewide, or Unique that are cropped on a continuing 
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or cyclic basis (irrigation is not a consideration).  All cropable land within Glenn County water district 
boundaries not qualifying for Prime, Statewide, or Unique.  

Local Potential (LP): All lands having Prime and Statewide soil mapping units which are not irrigated, 
regardless of cropping history or irrigation water availability. 

IMPERIAL  
Unirrigated and uncultivated lands with Prime and Statewide soils. 

KERN  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Kern County. 

KINGS  
Land that supports the following commercial agricultural activities: dairies, confined livestock, and poultry 
operations. 

LAKE  
Lands which do not qualify as Prime Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance or Unique Farmland, but 
are currently irrigated pasture or nonirrigated crops; and unirrigated land with soils qualifying for Prime 
Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance.  Areas of unirrigated Prime and Statewide Importance soils 
overlying ground water basins may have more potential for agricultural use.   

LOS ANGELES  
Producing lands that would meet the standard criteria for Prime or Statewide but are not irrigated. 

MADERA  
Lands that are presently under cultivation for small grain crops, but are not irrigated.  Also lands that are 
currently irrigated pasture, but have the potential to be cultivated for row/field crop use. 

MARIN  
Land which is not irrigated, but is cultivated; or has the potential for cultivation. 

MARIPOSA  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Mariposa 
County. 

MENDOCINO 
The Important Farmland Map for Mendocino County is currently in draft format.  A Farmland of Local 
Importance definition has not yet been approved by county organizations.   

MERCED  
Farmlands that have physical characteristics that would qualify for Prime or Statewide except for the lack of 
irrigation water.  Also, farmlands that produce crops that are not listed under Unique but are important to the 
economy of the county or city.  

MODOC  
Irrigated and dry cropland classified as Class III and Class IV irrigated land if water is or becomes available. 
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MONTEREY  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Monterey 
County. 

NAPA  
These farmlands include areas of soils that meet all the characteristics of Prime Farmland or of additional 
Farmland of Statewide Importance with the exception of irrigation.  These farmlands include dryland grains, 
haylands, and dryland pasture. 

NEVADA  
Farmlands that have physical characteristics that would qualify for Prime or Statewide except for the lack of 
irrigation water.  Farmlands that produce crops that are not listed under Unique Lands but are important to 
the economy of the county are: Christmas trees, Sudan grass, Meadow hay, chestnuts, poultry houses and 
feedlots, improved dryland pasture (not rangeland), and irrigated pasture (it is under Statewide or Prime if 
soils are listed as such, otherwise as Local).  

Also, lands that are legislated to be used only for agricultural (farmland) purposes, such as Williamson Act 
land in western Nevada County. 

ORANGE  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Orange County. 

PLACER  
Farmlands not covered by the categories of Prime, Statewide, or Unique.  They include lands zoned for 
agriculture by County Ordinance and the California Land Conservation Act as well as dry farmed lands, 
irrigated pasture lands, and other agricultural lands of significant economic importance to the County and 
include lands that have a potential for irrigation from Placer County water supplies.   

RIVERSIDE  
Soils that would be classified as Prime and Statewide but lack available irrigation water.  Lands planted to 
dryland crops of barley, oats, and wheat.  

Lands producing major crops for Riverside County but that are not listed as Unique crops.  These crops are 
identified as returning one million or more dollars on the 1980 Riverside County Agriculture Crop Report.  
Crops identified are permanent pasture (irrigated), summer squash, okra, eggplant, radishes, and 
watermelons. 

Dairylands, including corrals, pasture, milking facilities, hay and manure storage areas if accompanied with 
permanent pasture or hayland of 10 acres or more. 

Lands identified by city or county ordinance as Agricultural Zones or Contracts, which includes Riverside City 
"Proposition R" lands.  Lands planted to jojoba which are under cultivation and are of producing age. 

SACRAMENTO  
Lands which do not qualify as Prime, Statewide, or Unique designation but are currently irrigated crops or 
pasture or nonirrigated crops; lands that would be Prime or Statewide designation and have been improved 
for irrigation but are now idle; and lands which currently support confined livestock, poultry operations, and 
aquaculture. 
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SAN BENITO  
Land cultivated as dry cropland.  Usual crops are wheat, barley, oats, safflower, and grain hay.  Also, 
orchards affected by boron within the area specified in County Resolution Number 84-3. 

SAN BERNARDINO  
Farmlands which include areas of soils that meet all the characteristics of Prime, Statewide, or Unique and 
which are not irrigated. 

Farmlands not covered by above categories but are of high economic importance to the community.  These 
farmlands include dryland grains of wheat, barley, oats, and dryland pasture. 

SAN DIEGO  
Land that meets all the characteristics of Prime and Statewide, with the exception of irrigation. 

Farmlands not covered by the above categories but are of significant economic importance to the county.  
They have a history of good production for locally adapted crops.  The soils are grouped in types that are 
suited for truck crops (such as tomatoes, strawberries, cucumbers, potatoes, celery, squash, romaine lettuce, 
and cauliflower) and soils suited for orchard crops (avocados and citrus). 

SAN JOAQUIN  
All farmable land within San Joaquin County not meeting the definitions of "Prime Farmland," "Farmland of 
Statewide Importance," and "Unique Farmland." This includes land that is or has been used for irrigated 
pasture, dryland farming, confined livestock or dairy facilities, aquaculture, poultry facilities, and dry grazing.  
It also includes soils previously designated by soil characteristics as "Prime Farmland," "Farmland of Statewide 
Importance," and "Unique Farmland" that has since become idle.   

SAN LUIS OBISPO  
Local Importance (L): areas of soils that meet all the characteristics of Prime or Statewide, with the exception 
of irrigation.  Additional farmlands include dryland field crops of wheat, barley, oats, and safflower. 

Local Potential (LP): lands having the potential for farmland, which have Prime or Statewide characteristics 
and are not cultivated. 

SAN MATEO  
Lands other than Prime, Statewide, or Unique that produce the following crops: oats, Christmas trees, 
pumpkins, dryland pasture, other grains, and haylands.  These lands are not irrigated. 

SANTA BARBARA  
All dryland farming areas and permanent pasture (if the soils were not eligible for either Prime or 
Statewide).  Dryland farming includes various cereal grains (predominantly wheat, barley, and oats), sudan, 
and many varieties of beans. (Although beans can be high value crops the production areas are usually 
rotated with grain, hence the decision to include them under Local rather than Unique.  Also, bean crop yields 
are highly influenced by climate, so there can be a wide variance in cash value.) 

SANTA CLARA  
Small orchards and vineyards primarily in the foothill areas.  Also land cultivated as dry cropland for grains 
and hay. 



California Farmland Conversion Report 2004-2006 
 

 

Page 92 

SANTA CRUZ  
Soils used for Christmas tree farms and nurseries, and that do not meet the definition for Prime, Statewide, or 
Unique. 

SHASTA  
Dryland grain producing lands.  Also included are farmlands that are presently irrigated but do not meet the 
soil characteristics of Prime or Statewide.  The majority of these farmlands are located within the Anderson 
Cottonwood Irrigation District.  These soils include Newton gravelly loam (8 to 15 percent slopes), Moda loam, 
seeped (0 to 3 percent slopes), Moda loam, shallow (0 to 5 percent slopes), and Hillgate loam. 

SIERRA VALLEY  
Plumas County: Lands designated as "agricultural preserve" in the 1984 Plumas County General Plan and 
rangelands with a carrying capacity of 8 acres/animal month, as well as irrigable lands. 

Lassen and Sierra counties: Farmlands that include areas of soils that meet all the characteristics of Prime or 
Statewide and which are not irrigated.  Also, all dry land wheat, barley, oats, hayland, and pasture.   

SISKIYOU  
Farmlands that include dryland or sub-irrigated hay and grain and improved pasture forage species; these 
dry farmed lands commonly have inclusions of uncultivated shallow, rocky, or steep soils; farmlands presently 
irrigated but which do not meet the soil characteristics of Prime Farmland or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance; areas currently shown as Prime Agricultural Land in the Siskiyou County General Plan; areas 
under contract as Agricultural Preserves in Siskiyou County (currently mapped only for the Scott-Shasta-Butte 
Valley and Tule Lake soil survey areas); other agricultural land of significant importance to the county 
(currently mapped only for the Scott-Shasta-Butte Valley and Tule Lake soil survey areas); areas previously 
designated by soil characteristics as Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, 
and Farmland of Local Importance that have since become idle; lands enrolled in the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Conservation Reserve Program. 

SOLANO  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Solano County.  

SONOMA  
The hayland producing areas of the Santa Rosa Plains, Petaluma Valley, and Tubbs Island Naval Reservation.  
Additional areas also include those lands which are classified as having the capability for producing locally 
important crops such as grapes, corn, etc., but may not be planted at the present time.  

Examples of these areas include the coastal lands from Fort Ross to Stewarts Point, areas surrounding 
Bloomfield, Two Rock, Chileno Valley, and areas of Sonoma Valley in the vicinity of Big Bend, Vineburg, and 
Schellville. 

STANISLAUS  
Farmlands growing dryland pasture, dryland small grains, and irrigated pasture. 

SUTTER  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Sutter County.  

TEHAMA  
All lands which are not included in Prime, Statewide, or Unique and are cropped continuously or on a cyclic 
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basis (irrigation is not a factor).  Also, all lands included in the L category which have soil mapping units listed 
for Prime or Statewide and which are not irrigated. 

TULARE  
Lands that produce dryland grains (barley and wheat); lands that have physical characteristics that would 
qualify for "Prime" or "Statewide Important" farmlands except for the lack of irrigation water; and lands that 
currently support confined livestock, poultry, and/or aquaculture operations. 

VENTURA  
Soils that are listed as Prime or Statewide that are not irrigated, and soils growing dryland crops--beans, 
grain, dryland walnuts, or dryland apricots. 

YOLO  
Local Importance (L): cultivated farmland having soils which meet the criteria for Prime or Statewide, except 
that the land is not presently irrigated, and other nonirrigated farmland. 

Local Potential (LP): Prime or Statewide soils which are presently not irrigated or cultivated. 

YUBA  
The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no Farmland of Local Importance for Yuba County. 

 

 



TABLE A-25

RIVERSIDE COUNTY
2006-2008 Land Use Conversion

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Division of Land Resource Protection Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

PART I  PART II
County Summary and Change by Land Use Category Land Committed to Nonagricultural Use

  2008
 TOTAL ACREAGE ACRES ACRES NET ACREAGE  TOTAL

LAND USE CATEGORY INVENTORIED (1) LOST GAINED ACREAGE Survey Area LAND USE CATEGORY ACREAGE
2006 2008 (-) (+) CHANGED Addition (1) 2008

Prime Farmland 128,505 122,936 6,540 971 -5,569 0  Prime Farmland 555 
Farmland of Statewide Importance 46,916 44,651 2,366 101 -2,265 0  Farmland of Statewide Importance 80 
Unique Farmland 37,949 37,135 1,595 781 -814 0  Unique Farmland 305 
Farmland of Local Importance 231,085 229,157 8,873 6,823 -2,050 125  Farmland of Local Importance 12,511 
IMPORTANT FARMLAND SUBTOTAL 444,455 433,879 19,374 8,676 -10,698 0  IMPORTANT FARMLAND SUBTOTAL 13,451 
Grazing Land 111,696 111,221 502 27 -475 0  Grazing Land 3,698 
AGRICULTURAL LAND SUBTOTAL 556,151 545,100 19,876 8,703 -11,173 0  AGRICULTURAL LAND SUBTOTAL 17,149 
Urban and Built-up Land 300,540 315,678 476 15,615 15,139 0  Urban and Built-up Land 0 
Other Land 1,015,576 1,021,338 5,669 1,703 -3,966 9,918  Other Land 17,834 
Water Area 62,350 62,350 0 0 0 0  Water Area 0 
TOTAL  AREA INVENTORIED  (1) 1,934,617 1,944,466 26,021 26,021 0 10,043  TOTAL ACREAGE REPORTED 34,983 

PART III   Land Use Conversion from 2006 to 2008
Farmland of Farmland of Subtotal Total Urban and Total

LAND USE CATEGORY Prime Statewide Unique Local Important Grazing Agricultural Built-up Other Water Converted To
Farmland Importance Farmland Importance Farmland Land Land Land Land Area Another Use

Prime Farmland (3)(4) to:  -- 7 72 4,020 4,099 0 4,099 2,108 333 0 6,540 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (3)(4) to: 6  -- 52 1,561 1,619 0 1,619 672 75 0 2,366 
Unique Farmland to: 2 5  -- 973 980 12 992 501 102 0 1,595 
Farmland of Local Importance to: 923 61 89  -- 1,073 10 1,083 7,149 641 0 8,873 
IMPORTANT FARMLAND SUBTOTAL 931 73 213 6,554 7,771 22 7,793 10,430 1,151 0 19,374 
Grazing Land to: 0 0 43 8 51  -- 51 328 123 0 502 
AGRICULTURAL LAND SUBTOTAL 931 73 256 6,562 7,822 22 7,844 10,758 1,274 0 19,876 
Urban and Built-up Land (5) to: 10 2 2 28 42 5 47  -- 429 0 476 
Other Land to: 30 26 523 233 812 0 812 4,857  -- 0 5,669 
Water Area to: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  -- 0 
TOTAL ACREAGE CONVERTED to: 971 101 781 6,823 8,676 27 8,703 15,615 1,703 0 26,021 
2008 County Boundary Adjustment (1) 0 0 0 -3 -3 0 -3 -1 -190 0 -194 
(1) Total Area Inventoried changed in 2008 due to addition  of that portion of the San Diego Area soil survey which covers southern Riverside County (CA638); as well as adoption of updated county boundary file.     
Statistics for these two revisions are depicted in the shaded cells in Part I (survey area addition) and Part III (county boundary adoption) of the table. 
(2) 2006-08 Acreage Changes calculates conversions within existing mapped area; county boundary adjustment acreages not included.
(3) Conversion to Unique Farmland is primarily due to the delineation of potted plant nurseries in the county.
(4) Conversion to Farmland of Local Importance is due to due to land left idle or used for dryland grain production for three or more update cycles. 
(5) Conversion from Urban and Built-Up Land primarily the result of the use of detailed digital imagery to delineate more distinct urban boundaries.

RIVERSIDE COUNTY
 

2006-08 ACREAGE CHANGES (2)









DLRP  FMMP  MCCU

FMMP - Important Farmland Map Categories 

IMPORTANT FARMLAND CATEGORIES 

FMMP's study area is contiguous with modern soil surveys developed by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) . 
A classification system that combines technical soil ratings and current land use is the basis for the Important 
Farmland Maps of these lands. Most public land areas, such as National Forests and Bureau of Land Management 
holdings, are not mapped.   

The minimum land use mapping unit is 10 acres unless specified. Smaller units of land are incorporated into the 
surrounding map classifications.  In order to most accurately represent the NRCS digital soil survey, soil units of one 
acre or larger are depicted in Important Farmland Maps.

Prime Farmland (P)

Farmland with the best combination of physical and chemical features able to sustain long term agricultural 
production. This land has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture supply needed to produce sustained high 
yields. Land must have been used for irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the 
mapping date.  Download information on the soils qualifying for Prime Farmland.  More general information on the 
definition of Prime Farmland is also available.

Farmland of Statewide Importance (S)

Farmland similar to Prime Farmland but with minor shortcomings, such as greater slopes or less ability to store soil 
moisture. Land must have been used for irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to 
the mapping date.  Download information on the soils qualifying for Farmland of Statewide Importance. 

Unique Farmland (U)

Farmland of lesser quality soils used for the production of the state's leading agricultural crops. This land is usually 
irrigated, but may include nonirrigated orchards or vineyards as found in some climatic zones in California. Land 
must have been cropped at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date.

Farmland of Local Importance (L)

Land of importance to the local agricultural economy as determined by each county's board of supervisors and a 
local advisory committee.  Download a complete set of the Farmland of Local Importance definitions in PDF format.  
In some counties, Confined Animal Agriculture facilities are part of Farmland of Local Importance, but they are 
shown separately.  The status of each county regarding Confined Animal Agriculture is available in this spreadsheet.  

Grazing Land (G)

Land on which the existing vegetation is suited to the grazing of livestock. This category was developed in 
cooperation with the California Cattlemen's Association, University of California Cooperative Extension, and other 
groups interested in the extent of grazing activities. 

Page 1 of 1FMMP - Important Farmland Map Categories
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This year’s front and back covers feature agricultural images of Riverside County captured by Ansel Adams 

ithin the Fiat Lux Project. w
 
Ansel Adams (1902-1984) is best known for his images of the American West. His sharp focus produced grand 
interpretations of nature's spectacles that were defined by their clarity of focus, rich tonal range, and mythic 
sense of landscape. In March of 1963, Ansel Adams and Nancy Newhall accepted a commission from Clark 
Kerr, then President of the University of California, to produce a book to commemorate the centennial 
celebration of the University. Adams and Newhall agreed on the spot, and four years later, Fiat Lux: The 
University of California (McGraw Hill Book Company, 1967) was published. Fiat Lux is a vast pool of 
photographic imagination and expression. Framed by the 1960s, Fiat Lux captures university campuses, its 
eople, and UC properties statewide.  

lley, January 1966. 

m of Photography, Sweeney/Rubin Ansel Adams FIAT LUX Collection, University of 
California, Riverside. 

p
 

hotographs from the collection reflected in this report include the following: P
 
Front Cover: Date Palm and Citrus tree orchard near Palm Desert, January 1966. 
Inside Front Cover (above): Grapefruit harvest near Palm Desert, January 1966. 
Inside Back Cover: Date Palm grove during irrigation in the Coachella Va

ack Cover: Stone Fruit orchard near the Banning Heights, March 1966. B
 
Photographs used with permission from:  Comtemporary Prints from original Negatives by Ansel Adams, 
UCR/California Museu
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Planted Harvested Per Per
Year Acreage Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total

Grapefruit-Red 2010 2,858 2,777 1,056 2,932,512 34 lbs 7.75 22,727,000                
    By-Products 2010 109 302,693 1.40 423,800                     
Grapefruit-Red 2009 3,196 3,196 727 2,323,492 34 lbs 7.16 16,636,200                 
    By-Products 2009 132 421,872 1.02 430,300                      

Grapefruit-Ruby 2010 1,895 1,895 722 1,368,190 34 lbs 8.22 11,246,500                
    By-Products 2010 254 481,330 0.75 361,000                     
Grapefruit-Ruby 2009 1,690 1,607 744 1,195,608 34 lbs 6.61 7,903,000                   
    By-Products 2009 133 213,731 1.08 230,800                      

Grapefruit-Other* 2010 229 229 822 188,238 34 lbs 7.82 1,472,000                  
    By-Products 2010 187 42,823 1.08 46,200                       
Grapefruit-Other* 2009 225 225 812 182,700 34 lbs 7.61 1,390,300                   
    By-Products 2009 214 48,150 0.99 47,700                        

Lemons 2010 5,935 5,846 748 4,372,808 38 lbs 15.77 68,959,200                
    By-Products 2010 117 683,982 1.75 1,197,000                  
Lemons 2009 5,832 5,817 805 4,682,685 38 lbs 11.10 51,977,800                 
    By-Products 2009 108 628,236 1.56 980,000                      

Miscellaneous** 2010 293 152 3.40 517 tons 1,051.00 543,200                     
Miscellaneous** 2009 278 101 5.96 602 tons 778.00 468,300                      

Oranges-Navel 2010 1,233 1,233 553 681,849 37.5 lbs 10.90 7,432,200                  
    By-Products 2010 248 305,784 0.75 229,300                     
Oranges-Navel 2009 1,233 1,233 552 680,616 37.5 lbs 7.94 5,404,100                   
    By-Products 2009 192 236,736 0.66 156,200                      

Oranges-Valencia 2010 2,201 2,201 283 622,883 37.5 lbs 10.24 6,378,300                  
    By-Products 2010 172 378,572 3.27 1,237,900                  
Oranges-Valencia 2009 2,442 2,410 233 561,530 37.5 lbs 6.93 3,891,400                   
    By-Products 2009 242 583,220 1.97 1,148,900                   

Royal Mandarins 2010 110 90 410 36,900 37.5 lbs 18.00 664,200                     
    By-Products 2010 100 9,000 2.00 18,000                       
Royal Mandarins 2009 132 40 400 16,000 37.5 lbs 18.00 288,000                      
    By-Products 2009 175 7,000 2.24 15,700                        

Tangelos 2010 490 470 503 236,410 30 lbs 11.06 2,614,700                  
    By-Products 2010 147 69,090 1.14 78,800                       
Tangelos 2009 469 439 518 227,402 30 lbs 11.72 2,665,200                   
    By-Products 2009 81 35,559 1.83 65,100                        

Tangerines 2010 1,861 1,810 430 778,300 25 lbs 18.73 14,577,600                
    By-Products 2010 130 235,300 1.25 294,100                     
Tangerines 2009 1,858 1,758 410 720,780 25 lbs 10.61 7,647,500                   
    By-Products 2009 139 244,362 1.25 305,500                     
TOTAL 2010 17,105 16,703 140,501,000               

2009 17,355 16,826 101,652,000              

* Includes: White, Star.
** Includes: Kumquats, Limes, Oranges-Blood, Tangerine/Mandarin-Gold Nugget, Minneola, Murcott.

ValueProduction

CITRUS CROPS
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Planted Harvested Per Per
Year Acreage Acreage Acre              Total Unit Unit                Total

Apples 2010 19 19 50 950 40 lbs 10.00 9,500                       
2009 31 31 15 465 40 lbs 7.00 3,300                        

Apricots 2010 13 13 250 3,250 25 lbs 20.00 65,000                     
2009 14 14 100 1,400 25 lbs 18.00 25,200                      

Avocados 2010 6,344 6,170 217 1,338,890 26 lbs 17.59 23,551,100              
2009 7,733 6,933 170 1,178,610 26 lbs 25.18 29,677,400               

Cherries 2010 28 28 250 7,000 18 lbs 20.00 140,000                   
2009 23 23

Dates 2010 9,328 6,473 3.28 21,231      tons 1,707.00 36,242,100              
    Culls 2010 0.46 2,978 tons 99.00 294,800                   
Dates 2009 8,974 5,700 3.37 19,209       tons 1,721.00 33,058,700               
    Culls 2009 0.29 1,653 tons 69.00 114,100                    

Grapes - Table* 2010 8,635 7,679 92,186,700              
(Total) 2009 8,514 7,797 117,315,400             

    Beauty Seedless 2010 134 134 781 104,654 18 lbs 16.49 1,725,700                
2009 154 154 606 93,324 18 lbs 24.28 2,265,900                 

    Exotic 2010 26 26 517 13,442 18 lbs 14.00 188,200                   
2009 176 176 1,155 203,280 18 lbs 16.40 3,333,800                 

    Flame Seedless 2010 4,268 4,088 809 3,307,192 18 lbs 14.22 47,028,300              
2009 4,119 3,972 819 3,253,068 18 lbs 19.26 62,654,100               

    Perlette 2010 219 219 735 160,965 18 lbs 18.26 2,939,200                
2009 303 303 449 136,047 18 lbs 21.33 2,901,900                 

    Thompson Seedless 2010 349 349 789 275,361 18 lbs 14.14 3,893,600                
2009 468 468 629 294,372 18 lbs 17.03 5,013,200                 

    Other Varieties 2010 3,639 2,863 849 2,430,687 18 lbs 14.98 36,411,700              
2009 3,294 2,724 739 2,013,036 18 lbs 20.44 41,146,500               

Grapes - Wine 2010 2,103 2,103 3.19 6,709       tons 1,094.00 7,339,200                
2009 1,948 1,891 3.45 6,524        tons 1,086.00 7,085,000                 

Miscellaneous**/*** 2010 1,160 377 11.50 4,336 tons 897.00 3,888,900                
2009 605 504 4.15 2,092 tons 1,784.00 3,731,400                 

Peaches 2010 105 105 544 57,120 22 lbs 21.30 1,216,700                
2009 113 113 329 37,177 22 lbs 16.80 624,600                    

Pears 2010
2009 15 15

Persimmons 2010 10 10 500 5,000 24 lbs 12.00 60,000                     
2009 9 9 440 3,960 24 lbs 12.00 47,500                     

TOTAL 2010 27,745 22,977 164,994,000             
2009 27,979 23,030 191,682,600            

* Harvested Acreage supplied by the California Desert Grape Administrative Committee. 
** Includes: Cherimoya, Figs, Guava, Jojoba, Mangoes, Nectarines,  Pears, Plums, Pomegrantes, Raisins, Other.
*** No Data: Jujube, Lychee, Olives, Walnuts.

Frost Damage

Frost damage

Miscellaneous

TREE AND VINE CROPS
Production Value

Listed by Variety below.
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Value
Harvested Per Per

Year Acreage Acre Total   Unit Unit Total

Artichokes 2010 599            640          383,360           23 lbs 13.13 5,033,500          
2009 759             577            437,943             23 lbs 12.15 5,321,000           

Beans-Green 2010 1,071         365          390,915           30 lbs 19.16 7,489,900          
2009 1,025          378            387,450             30 lbs 19.41 7,520,400           

Broccoli 2010 2,488         533          1,326,104        23 lbs 8.62 11,431,000        
2009 3,164          523            1,654,772          23 lbs 7.88 13,039,600         

Cabbage 2010 75              690          51,750             50 lbs 7.59 392,800             
2009 119             546            64,974               50 lbs 8.15 529,500              

Carrots 2010 1,882         42            79,044             tons 155.00 12,251,800        
2009 2,146          48              103,008             tons 134.00 13,803,100         

Cauliflower 2010 1,284         635          815,340           23 lbs 9.59 7,819,100          
2009 1,644          731            1,201,764          23 lbs 9.55 11,476,800         

Celery 2010 391            1,094       427,754           60 lbs 13.10 5,603,600          
2009 412             1,165         479,980             60 lbs 12.23 5,870,200           

Corn-Sweet 2010 3,238         351          1,136,538        45 lbs 9.90 11,251,700        
2009 2,630          356            936,280             45 lbs 11.42 10,692,300         

Eggplant 2010 372            953          354,516           20 lbs 9.17 3,250,900          
2009 353             1,152         406,656             20 lbs 8.43 3,428,100           

Lettuce
    Head 2010 1,263         392          495,096           50 lbs 7.51 3,718,200          

2009 999             574            573,426             50 lbs 9.50 5,447,500           

    Loose Leaf 2010 1,049         933          978,717           22 lbs 10.28 10,061,200        
2009 302             1,891         571,082             22 lbs 5.66 3,232,300           

    Romaine 2010 2,383         851          2,027,933        35 lbs 11.25 22,814,200        
2009 968             754            729,872             35 lbs 10.90 7,955,600           

Melons
    Cantaloupe 2010 725            673          487,925           40 lbs 5.36 2,615,300          

2009 756             572            432,432             40 lbs 6.26 2,707,000           

    Crenshaw 2010 57              572          32,604             29 lbs 7.68 250,400             
   2009 73               353            25,769               29 lbs 7.21 185,800              

    Honeydew 2010 1,048         652          683,296           29 lbs 5.14 3,512,100          
2009 972             798            775,656             29 lbs 4.33 3,358,600           

    Mixed 2010 526            616          324,016           33 lbs 7.19 2,329,700          
2009 415             638            264,770             33 lbs 7.05 1,866,600           

VEGETABLE, MELON & MISCELLANEOUS CROPS

Production
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Value
Harvested Per         Per

Year Acreage Acre          Total      Unit        Unit Total

Melons
    Watermelon 2010 1,588         29            46,052             tons 270.00 12,434,000        

2009 1,358          34              45,900               tons 268.00 12,301,300         

Miscellaneous* 2010 4,379         6.3           27,588             tons 682.00 18,814,800        
2009 2,032          12.0           24,384               tons 475.00 11,582,400         

Onions-Dry 2010 211            806          170,066           50 lbs 6.50 1,105,400          
2009

Oriental Vegetables 2010 2,788         8.7           24,256             tons 899.00 21,805,800        
2009 729             8.8             6,422                 tons 766.00 4,919,600           

Peppers
    Bell 2010 5,037         1,389       6,996,393        30 lbs 12.85 89,903,700        

2009 4,270          1,187         5,068,490          30 lbs 13.42 68,019,100         

Potatoes
    Fall 2010 996            149          148,404           100 lbs 18.32 2,718,800          

2009 1,746          130            226,980             100 lbs 11.87 2,694,300           

    Spring 2010 2,347         258          605,526           100 lbs 17.07 10,336,300        
2009 1,768          196            346,528             100 lbs 15.88 5,502,900           

Radishes 2010 335            978          327,630           35 lbs 4.59 1,503,800          
2009 61               784            47,824               35 lbs 5.85 279,800              

Spices/Herbs 2010 1,576         1,464       2,307,264        various 3.88 8,952,200          
2009 798             1,066         850,668             various 5.22 4,440,500           

Spinach 2010 189            976          184,464           30 lbs 10.88 2,007,000          
2009 767             1,069         819,923             30 lbs 9.41 7,715,500           

Squash, All 2010 221            4.7           1,039               tons 879.00 913,000             
2009 125             5.6             704                    tons 807.00 567,900              

Strawberries 2010 327            3,119       1,019,913        various 10.02 10,219,500        
2009 249             2,500         622,500             various 5.65 3,517,100           

Tomatoes 2010 125            1,800       225,000           20 lbs 6.50 1,462,500          
2009 214             3,237         692,718             11 lbs 4.47 3,096,400           

TOTAL 2010 38,570        292,002,200       
2009 30,902        221,286,700      

VEGETABLE, MELON & MISCELLANEOUS CROPS

* Includes: Anise, Arugula, Asparagus, Blueberries, Broccoli-Chinese, Cabbage-Chinese, Cabbage-Napa, Carrots-processing, Celery-Chinese, Chard, 
Chives, Cilantro, Cucumbers, Daikon, Dandelion, Dill, Endive, Escarole, Fennel, Garlic, Greens-Collard, Greens-mixed, Kale, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Mustard, 
Okra, Parsley, Pumpkins, Rutabaga, Spinach-Chinese, Tomatoes-Cherry, Turnips, Watermelons-mini, Other.

Production

Miscellaneous
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Value
Harvested  Per Per

Year    Acreage  Acre           Total Unit Unit Total
Cotton   
    Short Staple 2010 9,129         4.00 36,516 500 lbs 450.00 16,432,200        

2009 7,000          5.00 35,000 500 lbs 250.00 8,750,000           

    Seed 2010 2.90 26,474 tons 190.00 5,030,100          
2009 1.80 12,600 tons 150.00 1,890,000           

Grain
    Barley 2010 214            4.00 856 tons 160.00 137,000             

2009 367             4.00 1,468 tons 200 293,600              

    Oats 2010 525            0.30 158 tons 360.00 56,700               
2009 27               0.14 4 tons 320.00 1,200                  

    Wheat 2010 19,149        0.98 18,766 tons 182.00 3,415,400          
2009 13,393        1.07 14,331 tons 194.00 2,780,100           

Hay
    Alfalfa 2010 44,740        9.70 433,978 tons 109.00 47,303,600        

2009 48,267        8.50 410,270 tons 110.00 45,129,600         

    Barley 2010
2009

    Bermuda Grass 2010 1,837         7.80 14,329 tons 117.00 1,676,400          
2009 2,050          5.10 10,455 tons 112.00 1,171,000           

    Four Way 2010 273            2.60 710 tons 128.00 90,900               
2009 376             3.50 1,316 tons 125.00 164,500              

    Klein Grass 2010 Miscellaneous
2009 2,607          8.50 22,160 tons 105.00 2,326,700           

    Oats 2010 2,146         1.70 3,648 tons 160.00 583,700             
2009 2,843          2.60 7,392 tons 105.00 776,100              

    Sudan 2010 1,640         4.60 7,544 tons 138.00 1,041,100          
2009 2,204          5.10 11,240 tons 123.00 1,382,600           

    Teff Grass 2010 Miscellaneous
2009 327             7.50 2,453 tons 150.00 367,900              

    Wheat 2010 None
2009 None

Miscellaneous* 2010 515 2.90 1,494 tons 112.00 167,300             
2009 None

Pasture-Irrigated 2010 2,708         2,708 acres 118.00 319,500             
2009 2,744          2,744 acres 118.00 323,800              

Rangeland 2010 25,000        25,000 acres 2.00 50,000               
2009 25,000        25,000 acres 2.00 50,000               

None
None

FIELD AND SEED CROPS
Production
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Value
Harvested Per Per

Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total

Silage and Green Chop
    Alfalfa 2010 880            45.00 39,600 tons 34.00 1,346,400          

2009 1,028          48.00 49,344 tons 30.00 1,480,300           

    Barley 2010 None
2009 318 4.20 1,336 tons 24.50 32,700                

    Corn 2010 685            27.00 18,495 tons 44.00 813,800             
2009 913             22.20 20,269 tons 45.00 912,100              

    Oats 2010 858            5.00 4,290 tons 35.00 150,200             
2009 729             5.40 3,937 tons 18.50 72,800                

    Sorghum 2010 820            10.00 8,200 tons 39.50 323,900             
2009 1,226          14.50 17,777 tons 40.00 711,100              

    Sudan 2010 200            18.00 3,600 tons 24.00 86,400               
2009 85               18.20 1,547 tons 24.00 37,100                

    Triticale 2010 1,882         15.00 28,230 tons 45.00 1,270,400          
2009 2,363          9.50 22,449 tons 30.00 673,500             

    Wheat 2010 4,542         6.50 29,523 tons 35.00 1,033,300          
2009 3,273          2.85 9,328 tons 40.00 373,100              

TOTAL 2010 117,743      81,328,300        
2009 117,140      69,699,800        

* Includes: Hay - Klein Grass, Hay - Teff Grass, Safflower.

FIELD AND SEED CROPS
Production
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    Value
Number Total Per 

Year of Head Liveweight Unit Unit Total

Cattle and Calves 2010 35,665 188,832 cwt 80.69 15,236,900                 
2009 38,783 205,260 cwt 66.96 13,744,200                 

Sheep and Lambs 2010 9,924 12,193 cwt 120.00 1,463,200                   
2009 30,274 14,769 cwt 109.00 1,609,800                   

Other Livestock* 2010 various 1,300,000                   
2009 various 2,750,000                   

TOTAL 2010 $18,000,100
2009 18,104,000                 

* Includes Baby Chicks, Chickens, Ducks, Pheasants.

Per 
Year Production              Unit Unit             Total

Eggs 2010 101,890,400            dozen 0.70 71,323,300                 
2009 104,214,000             dozen 0.73 76,076,200                 

Milk* 2010 9,682,030              cwt  15.04 145,617,700               
2009 10,158,947               cwt  11.78 119,672,400               

Other Products** 2010 985,200                     
2009 820,200                     

TOTAL 2010 $217,926,200
2009 196,568,800               

*Information Supplied by:California Agricultural Statistics Service. Includes Fresh Market and Manufactured.
**Includes Wool, Manure.

Year Production Unit Per Unit Total
Catfish 2010 240,000 lbs 2.20 528,000                      

2009 209,107 lbs 2.50 522,800                      

Miscellaneous* 2010 various 447,500                     
2009 various 854,000                      

Tilapia 2010 1,547,520 lbs 2.55 3,946,200                   
2009 1,597,978 lbs 2.42 3,867,100                   

Total 2010 $4,921,700
2009 5,243,900                   

* Includes Goldfish, Koi, Tropical  Fish, Bass.

Value

Value

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS

AQUACULTURE
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Year Acres Production Unit Valuation
Ornamental Nursery Stock 2010 5,122 40,468,595 various 131,470,900    

2009 4,789 47,839,166 various 162,801,100    

Cut Flowers 2010 219 3,082,103 cuttings 2,841,300        
2009 287 640,790 cuttings 2,449,400        

Cut Greens 2010 4 1,215,000 cuttings 293,100          
2009

Christmas Trees (cut) 2010 15 1,500 each 62,500            
2009 30 3,000 each 125,000           

Turf 2010 3,281 120,804,974 square feet 29,391,600      
2009 3,431 139,186,360 square feet 33,784,300      

Farm Planting Stock 2010 109 324,340 various 5,281,900        
2009 153 738,142 various 7,340,100        

TOTAL 2010 8,750 $169,341,300
2009 8,690 206,499,900    

Value
Per

Year Production Unit Unit Total
Honey 2010 1,292,000 lbs 1.35 1,744,200        

2009 590,990 lbs 1.31 774,200           

Beeswax 2010 22,160 lbs 2.03 45,000            
2009 11,500 lbs 2.28 26,200             

Queen Cells 2010 0 each -                     
2009 600 each 16.00 9,600               

Fees Collected for Pollination 2010 23,110 colonies 123.00 2,842,500        
2009 31,400 colonies 134.00 4,207,600        

Total Colonies 2010 38,000
2009 52,300

TOTAL 2010 $4,631,700
2009 5,017,600        

NURSERY STOCK PRODUCTION

 APICULTURE

See Cut Flowers
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District 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Riverside/Corona 97,897,700 118,897,000 100,431,600 82,565,100 79,207,200

San Jacinto/Temecula Valley 184,517,700   194,148,400   165,022,400   130,157,200   137,756,700   

Coachella Valley 483,174,000   486,898,900   503,782,700   484,825,900   533,846,400   

Palo Verde Valley 90,534,900     112,961,900   165,870,000   92,796,900     98,597,300     

Total Crop Valuation 856,124,300 912,906,200 935,106,700 790,345,100 849,407,600

Crop 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Citrus 18,568 19,401 17,691 17,355 17,105

Tree and Vine 27,501 28,417 28,408 27,979 27,745

Vegetable, Melons, Misc. 34,057 37,278 38,142 30,902 38,570

Field and Seed 125,311 118,373 153,784 117,140 117,743

Nursery 10,782 10,581 7,987 8,690 8,750

Total Planted Acreage 216,219 214,050 246,012 202,066 209,913

Crop 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Citrus 107,897,000 121,387,100 135,759,800 101,652,000 140,501,000

Tree and Vine 191,321,200 189,286,500 173,678,000 191,682,600 164,994,000

Vegetable, Melons, Misc. 213,643,300 234,854,700 266,414,900 221,286,700 292,002,200

Field and Seed 68,611,700 94,492,000 123,545,400 69,699,800 81,328,300

Nursery 270,992,800 272,326,200 230,416,200 206,499,900 169,341,300
Total Crop 867,535,000 926,124,600 947,529,000 801,082,500 857,720,200

Livestock and Poultry 234,903,400 338,938,600 321,060,900 214,672,800 235,926,300

GRAND TOTAL 1,102,438,400 1,265,063,200 1,268,589,900 1,015,755,300 1,093,646,500

DISTRICT VALUATIONS - AGRICULTURAL CROPS

ACREAGE STATISTICS

TOTAL VALUATION - F.O.B.
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Crop 2010 2009 Value Change ($) Value Change (%)

Citrus 140,501,000 101,652,000 38,849,000 38.2%

Tree and Vine 164,994,000 191,682,600 (26,688,600) -13.9%

Vegetables 292,002,200 221,286,700 70,715,500 32.0%

Field and Seed 81,328,300 69,699,800 11,628,500 16.7%

Nursery 169,341,300 206,499,900 (37,158,600) -18.0%

Apiculture 4,631,700 5,017,600 (385,900) -7.7%

Aquaculture 4,921,700 5,243,900 (322,200) -6.1%

All AG 857,720,200 801,082,500 56,637,700 7.1%

Livestock and Poulty (L/P) 235,926,300 214,672,800 21,253,500 9.9%

AG and L/P 1,093,646,500 1,015,755,300 77,891,200 7.7%

Value

Production Valuation Changes 2009 to 2010
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Production Valuation Changes - Major Crops - 2009 to 2010
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Agricultural Production Valuations by Crop Type 2006-2010
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Major Crop Trends  2001-2010
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY 
LEADING AGRICULTURAL VALUATIONS 

 
2009 2010

1 Nursery Stock $206,499,900 1 Nursery Stock $169,341,300 
2 Milk 119,672,400 2 Milk 145,617,700
3 Grapes, Table 117,315,400 3 Grapes, Table 92,186,700
4 Eggs 76,076,200 4 Peppers, bell 89,903,700
5 Peppers, Bell 68,019,100 5 Eggs 71,323,300
6 Lemons 52,957,800 6 Lemons 70,156,200
7 Hay 51,318,400 7 Hay 50,695,700
8 Dates 33,172,800 8 Dates 36,536,900
9 Avocados 29,677,400 9 Grapefruit 36,276,500
10 Grapefruit 26,638,300 10 Avocados 23,551,100
11 Carrots 13,803,100 11 Lettuce, Romaine 22,814,200
12 Cattle/Calves 13,744,200 12 Oriental Vegetables 21,805,800
13 Broccoli 13,039,600 13 Cotton 21,462,300
14 Watermelons 12,301,300 14 Vegetable, miscellaneous 18,814,800
15 Vegetable, miscellaneous 11,582,400 15 Tangerines/Mandarins 18,247,400
16 Cauliflower 11,476,800 16 Cattle/Calves 15,236,900
17 Tangerines/Mandarins 10,987,000 17 Potatoes 13,055,100
18 Corn, Sweet 10,692,300 18 Watermelons 12,434,000
19 Cotton 10,640,000 19 Carrots 12,251,800
20 Potatoes 8,197,200 20 Broccoli 11,431,000
 
 

CALIFORNIA’S LEADING AGRICULTURAL COUNTIES 
BY TOTAL VALUE OF PRODUCTION 

 
 2007 2008 2009

RANK COUNTY VALUE ($) COUNTY VALUE ($) COUNTY VALUE ($)
1 Fresno 5,345,352,000 Fresno 5,669,527,000 Fresno 5,372,009,000 
2 Tulare 4,873,743,000 Tulare 5,017,955,000 Tulare 4,046,355,000 
3  Kern 4,092,107,000 Kern 4,032,830,000 Monterey 4,033,718,000 
4 Monterey 3,823,287,000 Monterey 3,829,123,000 Kern 3,606,356,000 
5 Merced 3,001,667,000 Merced 2,972,698,000 Merced 2,460,474,000 
6 Stanislaus 2,412,339,000 Stanislaus 2,463,787,000 Stanislaus 2,310,071,000 
7 San Joaquin 2,005,185,000 San Joaquin 2,129,812,000 San Joaquin 2,000,474,000 
8 Kings 1,761,852,000 Kings 1,760,168,000 Ventura 1,621,575,000 
9 Ventura 1,547,263,000 Imperial 1,684,522,000 San Diego 1,548,124,000 

10 San Diego 1,536,260,000 Ventura 1,611,091,000 Imperial 1,452,970,000 
11 Imperial 1,369,147,000 San Diego 1,552,102,000 Kings 1,304,783,000 
12 Riverside 1,265,063,000 Madera 1,310,789,000 Santa Barbara 1,241,400,000 
13 Madera 1,219,297,000 Riverside 1,268,590,000 Riverside 1,015,755,000 
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION VALUES 1996-2010

YEAR VALUE
1996 $1,141,819,800
1997 $1,087,920,000
1998 $1,199,506,700
1999 $1,197,362,000
2000 $1,048,561,600
2001 $1,124,908,400
2002 $1,063,478,000
2003 $1,067,367,300
2004 $1,131,605,200
2005 $1,168,671,100
2006 $1,102,438,400
2007 $1,265,063,200
2008 $1,268,589,900
2009 $1,015,755,300
2010 $1,093,646,500
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2010 Rank Commodity 2009 Rank 2010 Value
1 Nursery Stock 1 $169,341,300
2 Milk 2 145,617,700
3 Grapes, Table 3 92,186,700
4 Peppers, Bell 5 89,903,700
5 Eggs 4 71,323,300
6 Lemons 6 70,156,200
7 Hay 7 50,695,700
8 Dates 8 36,536,900
9 Grapefruit 10 36,276,500

10 Avocados 9 23,551,100
11 Lettuce, Romaine 21 22,814,200
12 Oriental Vegetables 32 21,805,800
13 Cotton 19 21,462,300
14 Vegetable, miscellaneous 15 18,814,800
15 Tangerines/Mandarins 17 18,247,400
16 Cattle/Calves 12 15,236,900
17 Potatoes 20 13,055,100
18 Watermelons 14 12,434,000
19 Carrots 11 12,251,800
20 Broccoli 13 11,431,000
21 Corn, Sweet 18 11,251,700
22 Strawberries 36 10,219,500
23 Lettuce, Loose Leaf 39 10,061,200
24 Spices/Herbs 33 8,952,200
25 Cauliflower 16 7,819,100
26 Oranges, Navel 26 7,661,800
27 Oranges, Valencia 31 7,616,200
28 Beans, Green 23 7,489,900
29 Grapes, Wine 24 7,339,200
30 Celery 25 5,603,600
31 Artichokes 28 5,033,500
32 Silage/Green Chop 34 5,024,400
33 Aquaculture 29 4,921,700
34 Apiculture 30 4,631,700
35 Tree/Vine, miscellaneous 35 3,888,900
36 Lettuce, Head 27 3,718,200
37 Grain 41 3,609,100
38 Melons, Honeydew 38 3,512,100
39 Eggplant 37 3,250,900
40 Melons, Cantaloupe 43 2,615,300
41 Melons, mixed 44 2,329,700
42 Spinach 22 2,007,000
43 Radishes n/a 1,503,800
44 Sheep/Lambs 45 1,463,200
45 Tomatoes 40 1,462,500
46 Other Livestock 42 1,300,000
47 Peaches n/a 1,216,700
48 Onions, Dry n/a 1,105,400

2010 Million Dollar Commodities
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PHYTOSANITARY EXPORT CERTIFICATION – 2010 
 

All Export Countries 
 

Angola Dominican Republic Japan Qatar 
Argentina Ecuador Kenya Republic of Korea 
Australia El Salvador Lebanon Russian Federation 
Bahamas France Malaysia Saudi Arabia 
Bahrain French Polynesia Mexico Singapore 
Bangladesh Germany Morocco Spain 
Barbados Guatemala Netherlands Sri Lanka 
Belize Honduras New Caledonia Switzerland 
Bermuda Hong Kong New Zealand Taiwan 
Brazil India Nicaragua Thailand 
Cambodia Indonesia Pakistan Uganda 
Canada Ireland Panama United Arab Emirates 
Chile Israel People’s Rep. of China United Kingdom 
Columbia Italy Peru Vietnam 
Costa Rica Jamaica Philippines Zambia 
    

35%

20%
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Japan People's Rep.of China Mexico Others
Canada Rep.of Korea Australia Philippines
Taiwan Indonesia
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PHYTOSANITARY EXPORT CERTIFICATION – 2010 
 

All Commodities Certified 
 

   
Vegetables Herbs Fruits 

    
Anise Endive Basil Avocados 
Artichokes Kale Chives Blueberries 
Beans Leeks Cilantro Cherries 
Beets Lettuce Dill Citrus 
Bok Choy Onions Mint Dates 
Broccoli Parsley Oregano Grapes, Table 
Cabbage, Napa Peas Rosemary Mangoes 
Cardon Peppers, Bell Sage Melons 
Cauliflower Potatoes Savory Prunes 
Celery Spinach Thyme Watermelons 
Chard    
    
Seeds Hay Nursery Stock Straw 
    
Broccoli Alfalfa Apple Cuttings Bermuda Grass 
Cauliflower Bermuda Grass Assorted Plants Fescue 
Citrus Klein Grass Citrus Bud Stems Rye Grass 
Cotton Oat Date Palm Shoots  
Flax Sudan Grass   
Okra Timothy Grass   
Sunflower    
Tomato    
    
 Grain Pellets  
    
 Corn Alfalfa  
 Wheat   

 
 
 

 



SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE - 2010 
                                                                                                           

 BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF WEEDS  ORGANIC FARMING   
 115 Organic producers registered in Riverside County. 

   Pest Control Agent
PEST DETECTION (Commercial and Urban) Bangasternus orientalis (weevil)   Yellow Starthistle 

Eustenopus villosus (weevil) Activity Hours Microlarinus lareynii (weevil)   Puncture Vine Commercial Crops 638.0 Microlarinus lypriformis (weevil) 
Public Contact 71.5  
Special Surveys:  BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF INSECTS       

AND SNAILS       EGVM 929.5 
     Other 57.0  
     Red Imported Fire Ant 14.0 
  

  Pest Control Agent
Encarsia arthenopea (wasp)   Ash Whitefly 

Citrus Tristeza Indexing  (Coachella 
Valley) 

Metaphycus helvolus (wasp)   Black Scale Numbers
Metaphycus luteolus (wasp) 

Commercial  
  Brown Soft Scale 

Aphytis melinus (wasp)   California Red          
     Properties tested 2   Scale 

Cryptolaemus montrouzieri (beetle)   Citrus Mealybug      Acres sampled 54.5 
Encarsia sp.(wasp)   Cottony Cushion          Samples tested biochemically 201 
Cryptochaetum iceryae (fly)   Scale      “Positive” samples 0 

Residential  Avetianella longoi (wasp)   Eucalyptus      
Jarra phoracantha (wasp)   Long-horned Borer      Properties tested 0 Syngaster lepidus (wasp) 

     Trees surveyed 0 Bacillus thur. israelensis (bacterium)   Mosquitoes 
Gambusia affinis (fish)      Samples tested biochemically 0 
Psyttalia concolor (wasp)   Olive Fruit Fly      “Positive” samples 0 
Galendromus annectens (pred. mite)   Persea Mite  Galendromus helveolus (pred. mite) 

PEST DETECTION (Exotic Insects) Galendromus pilosus (pred. mite) 
Psyllaephagus bliteus (wasp)   Red Gum Lerp   Pest Trap Servicings

  Pysllid European Corn Borer 101 
Beauveria bassiana (fungus)   Red Imported Fire  Gypsy Moth 114 Pseudacteon tricuspis (fly)   Ant Khapra Beetle 26 Phytoseiulus persimilis (pred. mite)   Two Spotted   Asian Citrus Psyllid 1267 Galendromus occidentalis (pred. mite)   Spider Mite 

Light Brown Apple Moth 480 
EGVM 4,856 

Cryptolaemus montrouzieri (beetle)   Vine Mealybug 
Ametadoria harrisinae (parasitoid)   Western Grapeleaf  

 Apanteles harrisinae (wasp)   Skeletonizer 
PEST EXCLUSION (Incoming plant shipments) Amitus spiniferus (parasitoid)   Woolly Whitefly 

Cales noacki (parasitoid) Units profiled Units inspected Rejections
Rumina decollate (pred. snail) 7,331 2,128 55   Brown Garden  

   Snail    
PEST ABATEMENT/ HOLD NOTICES OTHER Pest Properties Enforcement of County Ordinances to control Lettuce 

Mosaic Virus, Agricultural Grading, Land Application 
of Manure and Biosolids, Cotton Plowdown, Blowing 
Dust, and Beekeeping.

California Red Scale 3 
Sting Nematode 7 
Citrus Tristeza Virus 0 
Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter 0 
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2010 Pest Interceptions 
 
 

Scientific Name 
 

Common Name (If any) Pest Rating # of Interceptions 

Solenopsis invicta Red Imported Fire Ant A 4 

    

Homalodisca vitripennis Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter B 4 

Bagrada hilaris Bagrada Bug B 3 

Aonidiella aurantii California Red Scale B 2 

Ferrisia virgata A Striped Mealybug B 1 

Antonina pretiosa A Mealybug B 1 
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2010 Pest Interceptions 
    
Genus unidentified Unidentifiable Q 7 

Heterogaster urticae Nettle Ground Bug Q 4 

Virus Tomato Yellow Leaf Curl Q 3 

Technomyrmex albipes White Footed Ant Q 2 

Miscanthicoccus miscanthi Grass Mealybug Q 2 

Sipha maydis Cereal Aphid Q 1 

Pseudococcus sp. A Mealybug Q 1 

Planococcus sp. A Mealybug Q 1 

Eupteryx decemnotata Ligurian Leafhopper Q 1 

Agallia sp. A Leafhopper Q 1 

 
 
 
“A” is an organism of known economic importance subject to state (or agricultural commissioner) 
enforcement action. 
 
“B” is an organism of known economic importance subject to enforcement action at the discretion of the 
agricultural commissioner. 
 
“Q” is an organism suspected to be of economic importance but its status is uncertain because of 
incomplete or inadequate information. 
 
 
 
 

Pest Interceptions – Summary 2006 thru 2010 
     

Year Total A B Q 

2010 38 4 11 23 

2009 72 13 21 38 

2008 131 58 39 34 

2007 72 7 22 43 

2006 93 13 36 44 
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STAFF MEMBERS – 2010 
 
 

Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights and Measures 
John Snyder 

 
Executive Assistant 

Patrice Wyatt 
 

Assistant Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights and Measures 
G. Dustin Wiley 

 
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealers 

Ron Bray Renee Reid 
Robert Mulherin Bill Tracy 
Bill Oesterlein  

 
Supervising Agricultural & Standards Investigators 

Don Domenigoni Suzanne Nickau 
Erin Freeman Keith Selnick 
Dean Gottlieb  

 
Agricultural & Standards Investigators 

Rick Allert Kevin Doi Ting Hsiung Harry Loukatos 
Megan Barron Erik Downs Yadira Jimenez Victor Miranda 
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