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January 29, 2015 
 
 
Connie Chen 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3298 
 
Subject: MND, Missouri Flat-Gold Hill 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project (A. 13-08-
014) 
 
Dear Ms. Chen, 
 
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) appreciates the opportunity to provide 
comments on the MND, Missouri Flat-Gold Hill 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project 

(A. 13-08-014).  SMUD is the primary energy provider for Sacramento County and the 

proposed project location.  SMUD’s vision is to empower our customers with solutions and 
options that increase energy efficiency, protect the environment, reduce global warming, 
and lower the cost to serve our region.  As a Responsible Agency, SMUD aims to ensure 
that the proposed project limits the potential for significant environmental effects on SMUD 
facilities, employees, and customers.   
 
It is our desire that the MND, Missouri Flat-Gold Hill 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring 

Project (A. 13-08-014) will acknowledge any project impacts related to the following:  

 
 

 Overhead and or underground transmission and distribution line easements 

 Electrical load needs/requirements  

 Energy Efficiency 

 Utility line routing 

 Climate Change 

 

SMUD would like to be involved with discussing and resolving the above issues as well 
discussing any other potential issues.  We aim to be partners in the efficient and sustainable 
delivery of the proposed project.  Please ensure that the information included in this 
response is conveyed to the project planners and the appropriate project proponents.   
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Environmental leadership is a core value of SMUD and we look forward to collaborating with 
you on this project. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide input on the MND.  If 
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Rob Ferrera, SMUD 
Environmental Specialist at (916) 732-6676.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rob Ferrera  
Environmental Specialist 
Environmental Management  
Legislative & Regulatory Affairs 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District  
 
 
Cc: Jose Bodipo-Memba 
      Pat Durham  
      Joseph Schofield 



From: Calderaro, Angela@Wildlife [mailto:Angela.Calderaro@wildlife.ca.gov]  
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 9:27 AM 
To: Chen, Connie 
Cc: Wildlife R2 CEQA 
Subject: Review of Missouri Flat-Gold Hill 115kV Powerline Reconductoring Project (SCH 2014122065) 
 
Good morning Connie, 
I have reviewed the CEQA document for Missouri Flat‐Gold Hill 115kV Powerline Re‐conductoring 
Project (SCH 2014122065). The Department would just like you to be aware of new policy effective 
January 1, 2015. The Office of Administrative Law has approved regulations that will allow CDFW to 
permit the take of state‐listed rare plants under the Native Plant Protection Act. These regulations will 
allow CDFW to authorize the take of state‐listed rare plants using the same procedures and under the 
same conditions as incidental take permits, voluntary local programs, natural community conservation 
plans, safe harbor agreements, and scientific/educational/management permits. To remove rare plants, 
you may need to obtain a permit from the Department. In order to issue the permit, the CEQA will need 
to be sufficient to address impacts to these species.  
 
Mitigation measure APM BIO‐5.3 and other mentioned in the document may not be sufficient to fully 
mitigate the impacts to plant species designated as rare or state‐listed by the Department.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  
Thank you, 
 

Angela Calderaro 
Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)  
Habitat Conservation Branch 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, North Central Region  
1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho Cordova CA 95670 
Office: 916-358-2920 
Fax: 916-358-2912 
Angela.Calderaro@wildlife.ca.gov 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 
 
To report a violation please call 1-888-DFG-Caltip. 
 



 

 
 
February 06, 2015 
 
 
Connie Chen 
California Public Utilities Commission 
c/o Environmental Science Associates 
550 Kearny Street, Suite 800 
San Francisco CA 94108 
 
RE: PG&E Missouri Flat-Gold Hill 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project  

Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 
Dear Ms. Chen:   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND) for the Missouri Flat-Gold Hill 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project (Project).    
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) appreciates the effort expended by Commission staff 
and its consultant to prepare a comprehensive CEQA document to cover the Project.   
 
PG&E suggests the following minor corrections and comments concerning the draft MND: 

Section 3.4.4(a), Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures, Page 3.4-44: In the first 
sentence of the subsection, please replace ‘federal-and/or state- listed wildlife species’ with 
‘federal- and/or state-special status species, as not all fourteen species referenced are listed under 
the federal or state endangered species acts. 

Section 3.4.4, Mitigation Measure 3.4-4, Page 3.4-49:  Please correct the reference to the 
Native Plant Protection Act ‘CDFG Section 10913(c)’ to state ‘Section 1913(c)’. 

Section 3.4.4(c), Page 3.4-50:  As indicated in this section of the document, PG&E has designed 
the project to avoid any permanent impacts to wetlands and to limit temporary effects to 
approximately 50 feet of one seasonal wetland.   PG&E does not believe that these temporary 
effects to a very small area would cause a ‘substantial adverse effect’ on federally protected 
wetlands.  However, PG&E agrees that minimizing impacts to wetlands is important and has no 
objection to Mitigation Measure 3.4-1, which will further minimize temporary impacts to the 
resource. 

Section 3.16.4(c), Page 3.16-9:  In the second line, please delete the reference to Mitigation 
Measure 3.8-1, which does not exist.   

Section 3.18(a), Mandatory Findings of Significance, Page 3.18-1: Please update the standard 
of significance in subsection (a) in the following manner in accordance with the language of 

 

Sam Danner 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
Senior Land Planner 
Environmental Management  – 
Electric Transmission 

2730 Gateway Oaks Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
Office:  (916) 923-7041 
Cell:  (916) 539-7396 
Email:  sadk@pge.com  
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revised CEQA Guidelines Section 15065(a)(1):  

(a) Have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce 
the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important 
examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory.    

We also recommend revisions to the text of the analysis in subsection (a) as necessary to match 
the above language.  We do not believe that these revisions to the text will change the 
corresponding impact analysis.  
 
PG&E appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments.  Please feel free to contact me if 
further information or clarification is necessary. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sam Danner 
Senior Land Planner  
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
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