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Megan Steer

From: mjdelpiero@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 4:58 PM

To: MPWSP-EIR; Eric Zigas

Subject: Comments regarding Cal-Am slant wells/de-sal project EIR

Attachments: BoardofDirectors.pdf; Maps.pdf; NoticeofObjection.pdf; Oppositioncorrespondence.pdf; 

Ag Land Trust well logs.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

ON behalf of the Ag Land Trust of Monterey County, we hereby present these comments (and each and all attachments, 
documents, past e-mails, and links attached and/or referred to herein and included hereto) as our initial comments 
regarding the CPUC proposed EIR, The Ag Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) non profit corporation that holds and protects over 
26,000 acres of prime and productive farmlands in Central California.  The proposed project will result in massive and 
unmitigable adverse impacts to the Salinas Valley, California agriculture, and groundwater resources. Please see the 
attachments hereto for background on the Trust, its' members, and its functions. 
 
 
We ask that each and all of the data, facts, documents, and all information of every type included herewith be specifically 
addressed and analyzed in detail in the EIR that is to be prepared. We further request that full mitigations for each and all 
of Cal-Am's unlawful takings and adverse environmental impacts , including full financial compensation to all affected land 
owners and individuals, be mandated and required of Cal-Am as mitigations so as to make whole said adversely affected 
landowners, water rights holders, and the community interests, and to fully mitigate Cal-Am's taking of property rights and 
the significant adverse impacts of the project. 
 
WE ARE herewith providing to you a non-comprehensive summary of our prior comments (with numerous attachments) 
that have been provided since 2005 to many regulatory agencies, including the CPUC, regarding the proposed unlawful 
taking of our overlying groundwater rights, property rights, and groundwater storage rights by the California American 
Water Company (Cal-Am) through the use of their slant wells. Cal-Am has no groundwater rights in the overdrafted 
Salinas Valley. We incorporate each and every one of these documents, attachments, and prior comments, and the 
contents thereof, into this comment letter. In violation of CEQA, NEPA, and California and federal laws, Cal-Am is causing 
a nuisance and is intentionally causing massive pollution and permanent contamination of potable groundwater resources 
(as defined and identified in the legislatively mandated and adopted CCRWQCB Basin Plan and the legislatively 
mandated and state certified North Monterey County Local Coastal Plan) which are held by innocent overlying 
landowners, in order to allow Cal-Am to "take storage rights from said landowners without compensation".  
 
THE AG LAND TRUST IS NOT A PARTY TO ANY EXISTING CPUC PROCESS OR PROCEEDING. HENCE, THE 
CPUC HAS THE STANDARD OBLIGATIONS AND LEGISLATIVELY MANDATED  DUTIES TO US AND ALL 
AFFECTED ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS AS ANY LEAD AGENCY UNDER CEQA.  WHEN THE CPUC DECIDED 
TO GET INTO THE "DE-SAL EIR/EIS" BUSINESS, THE CPUC LOST ITS SELF-CREATED REGULATORY 
PROTECTIONS FROM THE UNREGULATED PUBLIC WHOSE GROUNDWATER RIGHTS THE CPUC APPEARS TO 
INTEND TO GIVE TO CAL-AM WITHOUT REQUIRING MITIGATION OR COMPENSATION TO AFFECTED 
LANDOWNERS AND WATER RIGHTS HOLDERS. THE CPUC CANNOT COMPEL THE AG LAND TRUST, NOR ANY 
OTHER INNOCENT "OVERLYING RIGHTS' HOLDER/LANDOWNERS THAT ARE NOT CURRENTLY RECEIVING 
SERVICE FROM A REGULATED UTILITY, TO APPEAR BEFORE IT. NOR MAY THE CPUC CONCLUDE THAT THOSE 
INNOCENT WATER RIGHTS HOLDERS HAVE CONSTRUCTIVE NOTICE FOR CEQA PURPOSES OF CAL-AM'S 
INTENDED TAKING, WITHOUT COMPENSATION, OF THEIR GROUNDWATER RESOURCES FROM THE OVER-
DRAFTED, AND NON-ADJUDICATED GROUNDWATER BASIN. NOW, THE PROJECT THAT THE CPUC IS 
REQUIRED TO EVALUATE IS NOT JUST THE WELLS CAL-AM INTENDS TO DRILL, BUT THE TOTAL ADVERSE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE ENTIRE PROJECT, INCLUDING THE MAGNITUDE AND MASSIVE ADVERSE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ON ALL OVERLYING PROPERTIES INCLUDING STATUTORILY PROTECTED PRIME 
COASTAL FARMLANDS) OF THE PERMANENT TAKING, WITHOUT COMPENSATION, OF MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF 
GROUNDWATER FROM THE OVERDRAFTED BASIN. FURTHER, THE MASSIVE ADVERSE IMPACTS UPON 
COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE, AND THE LIKELY CONVERSION OF THOSE LANDS TO MASSIVE URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT, FROM A REGULATED GROUNDWATER BASIN THAT WILL RESULT IF CAL-AM IS SUCCESSFUL 
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IN ITS EFFORTS TO "TAKE" SALINAS VALLEY GROUNDWATER STORAGE CAPACITY MUST BE EVALUATE NOW, 
BECAUSE SUCH FORSEEABLE IMPACTS MUST BE EVALUATED AT "THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME IN THE 
CEQA/NEPA PROCESS" PURSUANT TO EXISTING REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES. 
 
THE CPUC NOW, PURSUANT TO THE NOTICE MANDATES OF CEQA, HAS AN OBLIGATION AND 
REQUIREMENT  TO SEND OUT MAILED NOTICES TO EVERY POTENTIALLY AFFECTED LANDOWNER (WITH 
OVERLYING GROUNDWATER RIGHTS) AND EVERY APPROPRIATOR WITH VESTED GROUNDWATER 
RIGHTS  OF THE MASSIVE CONES OF DEPRESSION AND REGIONAL DRAWDOWN THAT IS NOW RECOGNIZED 
AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT IN THE EXISTING CA. COASTAL COMMISSION PERMIT 
SPECIAL CONDITION 11) RESULTING FROM THE MAXIMUM BUILD-OUT OF THE MULTITUDE OF PROPOSED 
CAL-AM WELLS THAT ARE PLANNED FOR ITS' PROJECT. ( SEE COASTAL COMMISSION DOCUMENTS AND 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS AT  http://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2015/10/Tu15a-10-
2015.pdf   WHICH ARE HEREBY INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE FOR CEQA ANALYSIS PURPOSES). EACH 
OF THESE PARTIES MAY HAVE THEIR RIGHTS TAKEN BY CAL-AM. THEN, AFTER ALL OF THOSE WATER 
RIGHTS HOLDERS HAVE RECEIVED NOTICE, THEN THE CPUC MUST RE-INITIATE THE CEQA PROCESS FROM 
THE BEGINNING. THIS IS TO INSURE MAXIMUM PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AS MANDATED BY THE LEGISLATIVE 
INTENT OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT. 
 
PURSUANT TO THE COMMENTS INCLUDED HEREIN, THE AG LAND TRUST REQUESTS THAT THE CPUC 
COMPLY WITH ITS' ONGOING LEGAL OBLIGATION PURSUANT TO CEQA, WHICH IT HAS FAILED TO PERFORM, 
TO PROVIDE ACTUAL MAILED NOTICE TO EACH AND EVERY LANDOWNER IN THE SALINAS VALLEY WHOSE 
GROUNDWATER RIGHTS AND SUPPLIES ARE OR WILL BE AFFECTED AND/OR TAKEN BY CAL-AM AS PART OF 
ITS TOTAL PROJECT. THE CPUC CANNOT HIDE BEHIND ITS INAPPLICABLE REGULATORY RULES, WHICH ONLY 
APPLY TO UTILITIES, TO TAKE PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS WITHOUT FULL COMPENSATION TO THE PRIVATE 
LANDOWNERS WHOSE GROUNDWATER RESOURCES ARE BEING INTENTIONALLY STOLEN WITHOUT NOTICE. 
Our property is the closest privately held farmland to the slant well, and our groundwater supplies and rights are being 
taken and sacrificed by the regulatory agencies including, but not limited to the CPUC and the California Coastal 
Commission, in violation of the legislative intent articulated in the 2014 California Groundwater Management Act. In spite 
of our proximity to the slant well, no governmenal agency , including the CPUC, has sought the necessary environmental 
information that we have repeatedly offered. so as to advance their  political agenda of favoring slant wells over seawater 
intakes. We assert this because, the CCC own 
 
In spite of our comment letters over the past 10 years, and in spite of our extensive legal and factual documentation of 
Cal-Am's actual illegal conduct, conflicts of interest, and failed slant well test pumping, no representative of any regulatory 
agency has ever called us, met with us, nor have they solicited any information from us regarding the massive adverse 
environmental impacts upon groundwater resources and our ongoing beneficial uses thereof, cultivated agriculture, loss of 
farm jobs, the unlawful (under both the CA. Civil Code and federal law), illegal takings of groundwater rights by Cal-Am 
wherein the United States Government holds deeded reversionary interests, and impacts upon governmentally required 
coastal dune habitat restoration programs. The only contact of any kind that we have received, that was not 
completed, was the e-mail that we received from Eric Zigas (below). After the e-mail, he never called. The project will and 
has already resulted in the taking of our groundwater, the drawdown of our two irrigation wells, loss of our use of our 
groundwater for our existing and ongoing beneficial uses of our groundwater, and the pollution of our aquifer. The CCC 
stopped the pumping of the slant well after less than 45 days because it was inducing drawdown and seawater intrusion 
into the onshore aquifer in direct contradiction to the promises made by Cal-Am's representatives in CPUC public 
meetings, to  the CPUC and Coastal Commission members, and under oath in CPUC filings. 
 
 We have additional information that is not included herewith that we will share with the regulatory agencies when and if 
they perform their statutory obligations by demonstrating that they are interested in collecting 
 as much environmental information as possible in the preparation of a full, complete, and untainted EIR.   
 
Sherwood Darington, the Managing Director of the Ag Land Trust, may be reached at 831-422-5868. Marc Del Piero may 
be reach at 831-2671-0718 or 831-644-0602. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Marc Del Piero, Board Member for the Ag Land Trust of Monterey County 
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============================================================================================
============================================================================================
============================================================================================
================================================== 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Eric Zigas <EZigas@esassoc.com> 
To: mjdelpiero <mjdelpiero@aol.com> 
Cc: stecllns <stecllns@aol.com>; andrew.barnsdale <andrew.barnsdale@cpuc.ca.gov>; Michael Burns 
<MBurns@esassoc.com>; bvillalobos <bvillalobos@geoscience-water.com>; ashimko <ashimko@bwslaw.com>; Kelly 
White <KWhite@esassoc.com>; Peter Hudson <PHudson@esassoc.com>; sdarington <sdarington@redshift.com>; 
dicknutter <dicknutter@earthlink.net>; aaron <aaron@lg-attorneys.com>; stamp <stamp@stamplaw.us>; erickson 
<erickson@stamplaw.us> 
Sent: Fri, May 29, 2015 12:10 pm 
Subject: RE: Ag Land Trust well site visit 

Thank-you. We will be in touch with Mr. Darington. 

--EZ 

  

From: mjdelpiero@aol.com [mailto:mjdelpiero@aol.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 10:02 AM 

To: Eric Zigas 
Cc: stecllns@aol.com; andrew.barnsdale@cpuc.ca.gov; Michael Burns; bvillalobos@geoscience-

water.com; ashimko@bwslaw.com; Kelly White; Peter 
Hudson; sdarington@redshift.com; dicknutter@earthlink.net; aaron@lg-

attorneys.com; stamp@stamplaw.us; erickson@stamplaw.us 

Subject: Re: Ag Land Trust well site visit 

  

Mr. Zigas - I just received your e-mail of Saturday morning (23 May 2015).. I left for Northern California for the Memorial 
Day weekend on Friday, May 22, and I did not see it before this morning (May 26) when I returned.  
  
As you may know, I am the bankruptcy trustee for the U.S. Department of Justice for Monterey and San Benito Counties.  
  
Unfortunately, I am not available to meet with you this week because I am scheduled to conduct fourteen (14) Meetings of 
Creditors for fourteen separate Chapter 7 bankruptcy cases.  
  
The Ag Land Trust, in compliance with CEQA, is already preparing comments on your draft EIR and we will submit those 
comments and all documents previously delivered to the CPUC before your deadline of June 30, 2015.  
  
The Trust willing to arrange to show our farm to you after the comment period is completed so that you may fully evaluate 
our comments, and any others that you may receive, with the facts and physical conditions that exist near  
  
the "project area" prior to your determinations regarding both the adequacy of the Draft and/or the significant adverse 
impacts to adjacent potable groundwater resources and productive coastal farmland (and loss of farm workers  
  
jobs) that would be required to be identified/mitigated in the Final EIR. 
  
  
Please contact our Managing Director Sherwood Darington at 831-422-5868 to arrange a tour in July. 
  
Most Respectfully,  Marc Del Piero 
  
P.S. Mr.Stephen Collins is not a member of the Ag Land Trust board of directors, nor has he ever worked for the Trust. He 
does, however, have a wealth of knowledge regarding the water resources of the Salinas Valley, and regarding the past 
conduct and past actions of the principals/staff of the County of Monterey, the California-American Water Company, and 
MCWD, and the representatives of the CPUC. 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Eric Zigas <EZigas@esassoc.com> 
To: Marc J. Del Piero <mjdelpiero@aol.com> 
Cc: Steve Collins <stecllns@aol.com>; Andrew Barnsdale <andrew.barnsdale@cpuc.ca.gov>; Michael Burns 
<MBurns@esassoc.com>; Brian Villalobos <bvillalobos@geoscience-water.com>; Anna Shimko 
<ashimko@bwslaw.com>; Kelly White <KWhite@esassoc.com>; Peter Hudson <PHudson@esassoc.com> 
Sent: Sat, May 23, 2015 9:00 am 
Subject: Ag Land Trust well site visit 

Good morning Marc.  
Several members of the CPUC CEQA team will be in Monterey 

next week for the DEIR public meetings. We would like to follow up with you and 

learn more about the wells on your property. If possible, we'd appreciate your 
showing our hydrogeologists the location of the wells, and your providing 

whatever information we might need to incorporate your concerns into the Final 
EIR. 

 

We have time on either Wed or Thursday morning of next week, May 27 or 
May 28. We could meet you anytime up until around noon on either day, so we can 

be back in time for our 1pm public meetings. If neither of those days works for 
you, let's try and find a time that does. 

 

We look forward to your positive 
response to our request. Thank you in advance. 

 
Eric Zigas 

ESA | Water 
550 

Kearny Street 

San Francisco, CA. 94108 
Ezigas@esassoc.com 

415-896-5900 
(office) 

415-706-3949 (cell) 
============================================================================================
============================================================================================
============================================================================================
================================================== 

-----Original Message----- 
From: mjdelpiero <mjdelpiero@aol.com> 
To: tom.luster <tom.luster@coastal.ca.gov>; tluster <tluster@coastal.ca.gov>; secretary <secretary@resources.ca.gov>; 
sdarington <sdarington@redshift.com>; dicknutter <dicknutter@earthlink.net> 
Sent: Wed, Sep 30, 2015 11:05 am 
Subject: Cal-Am de-sal slant well permit change 9-14-1735-A1 and A-3-MRA-14-0050-A1 

Director Luster  -  On behalf of the Ag Land Trust of Monterey County, why are this e-mail and attachments (below) 
that were forwarded to you (for distribution to the Commission members) from the Ag Land Trust NOT included 
in the link to the CCC staff report? We herewith incorporate by reference all of our prior submittals (see attachments 
and links) into this correspondence and comment letter on the proposed change to Special Condition 11.  
 
As The Ag Land Trust has indicated and again asserts, the proposed modification of Special Condition 11 must not be 
allowed and  necessitates the preparation of a new, and full CEQA analysis (including an independent review of the 
statistical problems disclosed by Ron Weitzman that the CCC consultant failed to uncover) and a full EIR before any 
modification to the permit is allowed. This proposal constitutes a major and material change that is likely to result in 
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massive regional adverse impacts to groundwater resources because of the "Cal-Am-written changes" that have been 
incorprorated into the CCC staff recommendations. 
 
The slant well pumping was stopped because "it did not work as advertised". All of Cal-Am's promises and 
assurances made in 2014 before the CCC and the public have been broken. We have provided you with 
information demonstrating this massive violation of the public's trust that  have been ignored and not even 
included in in the CCC board packet. 
 
IN THE LAST YEAR, neither your staff, nor CPUC representatives,  nor your Hydrologic Working Group (whose 
impartiality is completely compromised because its' individual members are bound by side agreements (out-of- 
court settlements) by their employers with Cal-Am that bind the employers and their consultants to supporting 
Cal-Am's positions) have taken the time to contact us for the hydrologic and well information that we have 
offered and which demonstrates the significant adverse LOCALIZED effects of the slant well on the potable aquifers of 
the Salinas Valley that are identified, pursuant to legislative mandate, in the adopted CCRWQCB Basin Plan. 
 
We hereby submit these final comments for distribution to the Commission members and await your response. 
 
Respectfully,  Marc Del Piero, Board Member for the Ag Land Trust of Monterey County 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: mjdelpiero <mjdelpiero@aol.com> 
To: Tom.Luster <Tom.Luster@coastal.ca.gov>; tluster <tluster@coastal.ca.gov> 
Sent: Tue, Sep 22, 2015 2:35 pm 
Subject: Fwd: Objection to Cal-Am appeal/application for test slant well 

 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: mjdelpiero <mjdelpiero@aol.com> 
To: tluster <tluster@coastal.ca.gov>; sdarington <sdarington@redshift.com> 
Sent: Tue, Sep 22, 2015 11:08 am 
Subject: Fwd: Objection to Cal-Am appeal/application for test slant well 

Dear Mr. Luster:   On behalf of the Ag Land Trust of Monterey County, I have been asked to send this letter to the 
California Coastal Commission so as to document the unmitigated and significant adverse impacts on the Trust's two 
operable agricultural irrigation wells from the uncontrolled pumping of the California American Water Company's so-called 
slant well. The conduct of Cal-Am constitutes a nuisance and a massive unmitigated adverse impact upon protected 
coastal resources and our property interests and rights. Cal-Am has no overlying groundwater rights in the over-drafted 
Salinas Valley. Moreover, we must point out that the California Public Utilities Commission has effectively abandoned all 
past environmental work conducted by its "conflicted and suspect" consultants whose testimony motivated the CCC to 
ignore our original objections to the slant well. Further, we are aware that numerous parties have requested a criminal 
investigations (including  "qui tam" investigations) by the Attorney General of Cal-Am, its management, its conflicted 
consultants, members of the Hydrologic Working Group, and certain state and county employees who have cooperated 
with Cal-Am until their massive conflicts of interests were disclosed by members of the public.  
 
The pumping of the Cal-Am slant well, without any "beneficial use" of the groundwater pumped (it was dumped/wasted 
into the ocean), has wrongfully taken (without groundwater rights) a massive amount of groundwater from beneath our 
property. It has also induced seawater intrusion and pollution into our protected groundwater supplies.  This wrongful 
pumping, "dumping", wasting,, and wrongful taking of our groundwater resources has caused significant and unmitigated 
adverse impacts and damages to our groundwater resources, and to our protected prime coastal farmlands, and to our 
active dune habitat restoration program. We use our well water for recognized "beneficial" uses on our overlying property 
and dune habitat lands.  Protection and perpetuation of these priority coastal resources are mandates imposed upon the 
Ag Land Trust  by the CA. Coastal Conservancy and the US Department of Agriculture. Sadly, no member of the CCC 
staff has ever contacted us to determine the validity of our recorded documentation mandating the protection of our 
coastal resources.  
 
We strongly object to any further pumping of the slant well for the following reasons:  
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1. The Trust has herewith attached documents that have previously been publicly presented, and ignored, to Coastal 
Commission staff and the CA. Coastal Commission (CCC). They were presented at the meeting wherein the CCC 
approved the slant well's construction in the fall of 2014. These previously submitted documents, that disclosed that Cal-
Am's wasteful pumping of the slant well would wrongfully and intentionally pull fresh water from the overdrafted Salinas 
Valley aquifers, are hereby incorporated by reference into this letter of objection to Cal-Am's request to re-start the 
deleterious pumping.  
 
2. Also attached and submitted herewith are the well logs for the operable Ag Land Trust irrigation wells (the Big Well and 
the Small Well) that have been adversely affected by the pumping of the Cal-Am slant well. During the CCC hearing in 
2014, CCC staff indicated that it believed Cal-Am's Hydrologic Working Group's representation that our wells did not exist. 
The CCC staff stated that the information received from Cal-Am's consultants indicated that there was only one Ag Land 
Trust well and it was non-operable. This statement was unsubstantiated at the time, and has since been proven to be 
false. We believe these misstatements were made so that Cal-Am would not have to bear the environmental and financial 
responsibility of the damage that it has caused and further intends to cause to our overlying groundwater rights. Our 
groundwater is protected by the North Monterey County Certified Local Coastal Plan (see attachments) and mandates of 
the State Water Resources Control Board.  
 
3. During the Cal-Am pumping of its slant well in late spring and early summer, Ag Land Trust Board Members Sherwood 
Darington (the Managing Director) and Marc Del Piero personally monitored the effects of the Cal-Am slant well pumping 
on the Trust's Big Well.  The static groundwater level in the Big Well dropped by 12 inches during the pumping by Cal-Am. 
No other pumping of our wells took place during that period, and, we believe, all farming activities surrounding our wells 
for at least a one mile radius relied upon reclaimed  water from the MRWPCA "purple valve" system during that period of 
time. The wrongful  "drawdown" of 12 inches of our protected groundwater from beneath our property by Cal-Am resulted 
in the wrongful "taking" and wasting of over 160 acre/feet of our groundwater resources in less than 60 days. The Ag Land 
Trust annually is billed by the Monterey County Water Resources Agency for its water projects to recharge, restore, and 
preserve our potable groundwater which Cal-Am is polluting with its slant well. Cal-Am's conduct (taking of groundwater 
without any payment or mitigation requirements) is intentionally interfering with and violating  an adopted governmental 
program intended to protect statutorily protected coastal resources.  
 
4. The MCWRA staff, that is bound (by the out of court settlement between the Board of Supervisor and Cal-Am) to 
basically do or say whatever Cal-Am tells them to do or say, has alternatively publicly said that the Ag Land Trust wells 
"did not exist", "were closed", "were capped", "were sealed and unusable", or were :"legally prohibited from being used 
because of the Ag Land Trust's agreement to purchase supplemental "purple valve water" for irrigation". These 
statements are false. MCWRA staff has never been on our property or inspected our wells, nor has the Cal-Am Hydrologic 
Working Group, nor have the contractors for the CPUC. Further, it is well established law in California that an overlying 
landowner/water rights holder does no lose their groundwater rights if they purchase supplemental supplies, particularly 
reclaimed waste water. This conduct is described in case law as "WATER CONSERVATION" and is legally/legislatively 
protected conduct. Our wells are operable; for years, we have owned a water truck to deliver water from the wells to our 
dune restoration areas; we have and continue to use our groundwater for "beneficial" uses; and the MCWRA has been 
forced to admit that it does not have any contract that limits or restricts the use of our irrigation wells (none of our wells are 
in their easements).   
 
***See attached correspondence from MCWRA in the Ag Land Trust well logs attachment herewith. ALSO SEE 
:  Monterey Bay Partisan  -  "Phantom Well Produces an inconvenient gusher for Cal-Am" By Royal Calkins on 
May 18, 2015.  http://www.montereybaypartisan.com/2015/05/18/phantom-well-produces-an-inconvenient-gusher-
for-cal-am/   
 
 
We have previously offered to provide documentation of our assertions to CCC staff. We have never receive any contact 
from the CCC.  We ask that no further pumping of the Cal-Am slant well be allowed that will result in further unmitigated 
damage to our existing overlying water rights, groundwater supplies and our protected coastal resources and farmland. 
Should the CCC staff decide that it is willing to fully investigate the factual situation regarding our property, we always 
remain available to meet.  
 
 
Respectfully, on behalf of the Ag Land Trust of Monterey County,  
 
 
Marc Del Piero, Board Member  
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-----Original Message-----  
From: MJDelPiero <MJDelPiero@aol.com>  
To: Tom.Luster <Tom.Luster@coastal.ca.gov>; sarahcoastalcom <sarahcoastalcom@yahoo.com>; zimmerccc 
<zimmerccc@gmail.com>; mmcclureccc <mmcclureccc@co.del-norte.ca.us>; cgroom <cgroom@smcgov.org>; 
Gregcoastal <Gregcoastal@sdcounty.ca.gov>; tom.luster <tom.luster@coastal.ca.gov>; tluster <tluster@coastal.ca.gov>; 
virginia.jameson <virginia.jameson@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tue, Nov 11, 2014 7:49 pm  
Subject: Fwd: Objection to Cal-Am appeal/application for test slant well  

   
   

 
From: MJDelPiero@aol.com  
To: tluster@coastal.ca.gov  
Sent: 11/11/2014 7:39:42 P.M. Pacific Standard Time  
Subj: Fwd: Objection to Cal-Am appeal/application for test slant well  
   
   
   

 
From: MJDelPiero@aol.com  
To: sarahcoastalcom@yahoo.com, zimmerccc@gmail.com, mmcclureccc@co.del-norte.ca.us, 
cgroom@smcgov.org, Gregcoastal@sdcounty.ca.gov, tom.luster@coastal.ca.gov, 
tluster@coastal.ca.gov, virginia.jameson@gmail.com  
Sent: 11/10/2014 7:09:15 A.M. Pacific Standard Time  
Subj: Objection to Cal-Am appeal/application for test slant well  
   
TO: The California Coastal Commission (Please Distribute/Forward This to All Members and 
Staff)  
   
FROM: Monterey County Agricultural and Historic Lands Conservancy (THE AG LAND TRUST)  
   
RE: Opposition to Proposed California American Water Company Appeal/Application to Acquire 
a Well Site to Violate Mandatory Policies of the Certified Local Coastal Plan and to Prescriptively 
"Take" Groundwater from the Overdrafted Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin and our Farm     

Herewith enclosed, please accept this notice/letter of opposition to the appeal/application by the 
California American Water Company, along with the herewith attached EXHIBITS A, B, AND C.  
   
Notice of Objection to proposed Cal-Am "test" slant well (11 pages)  
   
Exhibit A -  Board of Directors bios.  
   
Exhibit B -  Maps (showing induced seawater intrusion area and undisclosed A.L.T. wells)  
   
Exhibit C -  Prior objections correspondence (2006 - present)  
   
The flawed Cal-Am appeal/application proposes to directly violate multiple mandatory Local 
Coastal Plan policies and state groundwater rights laws, and proposes an illegal "taking" of 
private property/groundwater rights, to economically benefit the privately held California 
American Water Company at the expense of the Ag Land Trust.  
   
The application even fails to identify one of our agricultural groundwater wells on our farm 
property (the "Big Well"), which is the closest to the so-called Cal-Am "test well" and which will 
be the first to be permanently and irreparably contaminated by Cal-Am's illegal conduct. The 
proposed environmental review is incomplete and flawed.  
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No Coastal Commission staff review of these reasonably anticipated, immitigable adverse 
impacts on our protected coastal agricultural groundwater resources and farmland has been 
conducted or presented to the Commission in anticipation of this appeal hearing. The failure to 
even identify these unmitigated adverse impacts in the staff report, we assume, is because the 
Commission staff has relied exclusively on the flawed (by omission) Cal-Am appeal/application 
that has tried to "downplay" its intended "taking" of our groundwater supplies and its adverse 
environmental effects on our prime farmland. Coastal Commission staff has not contacted our 
Ag Land Trust in spite of our prior correspondence (see Exhibit C) .  
   
We anticipate presenting testimony pursuant to our attached Letter of Opposition and 
Exhibits at your Wednesday meeting in Half Moon Bay.  
   
Please distribute our full comments and all attachments to each and all commissioners prior to 
the day of the meeting so that they may fully understand and consider the potential 
consequences of their actions.  
   
Most Respectfully,  Marc Del Piero, Director  
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