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Construction Activities 

Construction activities occurred on Lower Ragsdale Drive and the intersection of Lower Ragsdale Drive and 

Ragsdale Drive during the week of 5/4/2020 – 5/8/2020. Construction activities were conducted by Monterey 

Peninsula Engineering (MPE) and consisted of pressure testing of Air Release Valves (ARV), pouring of an ARV 

concrete pad, grinding and paving, and pothole excavation and compaction around ARVs on Lower Ragsdale 

Drive. Additional information about construction activities is included in the weekly CalAm report included in 

Appendix A and CPUC inspection logs included in Appendix B.   

Compliance Activities 

Denise Duffy & Associates (CalAm monitors) were on site for compliance monitoring. Work was conducted 

within the existing roadways and immediately adjacent to existing roadways for pouring of a concrete pad for the 

ARV at Lower Ragsdale Drive, which was surveyed for sensitive resources by CalAm monitors prior to any 

construction activities. MPE conducted regular street sweeping.  

Special status species plants (i.e., Horkelia cuneata ssp.) have been flagged along the entire construction area. In 

accordance with Mitigation Measures 4.6-1i, 4.6-1j, and 4.6-1k, CalAm monitors surveyed sections of the 

alignment ahead of construction daily for nesting birds, Monterey dusky-footed woodrat, and American badger.  

No sign of American badger, or additional woodrat nests were reported for the period between 5/4/2020 and 

5/8/2020. CalAm monitors continued to monitor one crow nest on Lower Ragsdale Drive (near Station 37+00), 

one swallow nest on along Wilson Road (near Station 16+00), and one bushtit nest along Lower Ragsdale Drive 

(near Station 30+00) for any behavioral changes resulting from project activities. On 5/5/2020, CalAm monitors 

identified an active black phoebe nest under a flatbed truck parked within the staging area. CalAm monitors 

informed MPE, installed protective flagging to alert all construction workers of the nests presence, and conducted 

baseline behavioral monitoring of the nest. MPE confirmed the truck will remain deactivated until it is confirmed 

that the young have fledged and the nest is no longer active.  
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Compliance Issues and Resolutions 

ESA noted the following Level 1 Minor Incident on 5/8/2020:  

 Trash was bagged but not properly contained within the staging area located off York Road per 

Mitigation Measure 4.6-1c (18). Trash cans were observed full and without lids, and trash was 

observed on the ground within the staging area. ESA monitors reported this to CalAm monitors.  
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Photographs: 

 
Photo 1. MPE paving repairs on Lower Ragsdale Drive. 

 

 
Photo 2. MPE paving repairs on Lower Ragsdale Drive. 
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Photo 3. Black phoebe nest under flatbed truck. 

 

 
Photo 4. Trash improperly stored within staging area.    
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APPENDIX A 

CalAm Weekly Report 
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APPENDIX B 

CPUC Inspection Logs 

 



 

 1 of 2 ESA/205335.00 
Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project  

Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project (MPWSP)  

Daily Monitoring Log  

Date: 05/08/2020        Time: 11:15 – 12:30 

Report Code: MPWSP_20200508_sd 

Project Site: Ryan Ranch – Bishop Interconnection Improvements 
 
Compliance Level:  
 
 Acceptable  Level 0: Unanticipated Event  Level 1: Minor Incident   

  Level 2: Moderate Incident  Level 3: Major Incident   
 

Compliance Advisory or  Yes  Photo Documentation Yes  
Non-Compliance form attached No   No  
 

Type of Monitoring:  
 
 Full-time  Spot-check  SWPPP inspection  

 Biological  Re-inspection  
 

 
Construction Activity(s) Being Monitored: 
 

 Grinding and paving along alignment (pothole excavation and compaction around air 
release valves).  

 Work being conducted by Monterey Peninsula Engineers (MPE).  
 

General Summary of Mitigation Compliance and Site Conditions: 
 

 Denise Duffy & Associates (CalAm monitors) on site for compliance monitoring.  

 Special status species plants (i.e., Horkelia cuneata ssp.) have been flagged along the 
entire construction area.  

 Any woodrat middens along Lower Ragsdale Drive have been flagged to demarcate the 
area and prevent any construction related impacts to middens.  

 CalAm monitor on site monitoring behavior at known bird nest locations (2 active crow 
nest, 1 active bushtit nest, active swallow nests). One new nest was found by CalAm 
monitors this week within the staging area; a black phoebe nest with eggs was observed 
on 5/6/2020 on the underside of a flatbed truck parked in the staging area. CalAm 
monitors flagged the nest location and reported they have conducted baseline monitoring 
and notified MPE, and that MPE has agreed to leave the truck deactivated until the birds 
complete their nesting cycle.   

http://www.esassoc.com/
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 The work staging and equipment staging area is located at an existing graveled area 
adjacent to the east side of York Road at Highway 68. Tree protection and silt fencing 
around the perimeter of the staging area are in good condition.  

 ESA noted the following Level 1 Minor Incident:  
 Trash not properly contained within the staging area off York Road. Trash cans 

observed full and without lids, and trash was observed on the ground within the 
staging area. ESA monitors reported this to CalAm monitors.   

 
 

  
Photo 1. MPE paving repairs on Lower 
Ragsdale Drive 

Photo 2. MPE paving repairs on Lower 
Ragsdale Drive 

  
Photo 3. Black phoebe nest under flatbed 
truck.  

Photo 4. Trash improperly stored within 
staging area.    

 

 
Sharon Dulava 
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ESA Monitor   Date  
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