
 

 

July 27, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Andrew Keller VIA EMAIL AND OVERNITE EXPRESS 
Southern California Edison Andrew.Keller@sce.com 
2244 Walnut Grove Avenue, G01 Quad 3A 
Rosemead, California 91770 
 
Subject: Results of the Riverside Fairy Shrimp Habitat Assessment Survey for the 

Presidential Substation Project, Ventura County, California 

Dear Mr. Keller: 

This Letter Report presents the findings of a Habitat Assessment for the Riverside fairy shrimp 
(Streptocephalus woottoni), a federally listed Endangered species on the Presidential 
Substation Project site (hereafter referred to as the “Project site”), located in the Cities of 
Thousand Oaks and Simi Valley, and in unincorporated Ventura County, California (Exhibit 1). 
The Project site is located on the U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS’s) Thousand Oaks and Simi 
7.5-minute quadrangle maps (Exhibit 2). The purpose of the Habitat Assessment was to 
determine if suitable habitat is present for the fairy shrimp on the Project site. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Project will consist of a new substation and a new 66-kilovolt (kV) subtransmission line 
route. In addition, the Project will include the removal of approximately 89 distribution poles and 
9 subtransmission poles located within existing rights-of-way, and their replacement with 
approximately 66 subtransmission poles to accommodate the new 66-kV subtransmission line 
that would feed the Project from 2 existing 66-kV subtransmission lines. Construction of the new 
subtransmission line would occur within approximately 3.5 miles of existing right-of-way. 

METHODS 

BonTerra Consulting Botanist Jeff Crain (Permit # TE-047998-1) conducted the Habitat 
Assessment on June 3, 2010. The survey area includes an Alternative Substation Site, the land 
the substation is located on (Day parcel), and a 50-foot buffer on either side of the Proposed 
Subtransmission Line Route (Exhibit 3). Per Southern California Edison (SCE), the survey area 
did not include the Proposed Substation Site (Humkar parcel) due to access issues. 

BACKGROUND 

Fairy shrimp are members of the Order Anostraca that are restricted to inland (i.e., non-marine), 
non-flowing, primarily ephemeral waters (Eriksen and Belk 1999). They produce embryonated 
resting eggs called “cysts” that allow them to persist in ephemeral waters. 
These cysts are viable in conditions such as drying, freezing, or 
digestion by animals. This characteristic allows them to be 
distributed between pools over great distances. The cysts 
hatch under appropriate environmental conditions for a 
particular species. 
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